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TU THE AJOHT ■ 



am RICHARD PEPPER ARDEX, 



MASTBft OP THE BOLLS, AXD OSIX OP «B WUESTf* 

HOXOCa%BLE PUTT 



SIR, 

Jt EKFECTLY sensiUe of Aat regard wUdh jtok 
entertain for the Tirtooiis diaracter, I 
no difficulty in oommittii^ to jour 
new editicHi of the fdDowing 
tain portraits of genuine exedlcnee, findbed fcj 
no unskilful artist Charmed from mj eaiBtjt 
years with their captivating hesm^e% I dball 
probably be deemed a partial and prejudiced 
spectator. Re this as it may — ^when I reqpeA 
your permission to inscribe to you a Tolume which 
exhibits a full and adequate repreaentaiioD of per- 
sons eminent for their great and amiable qualities 
I am confident of your kind indulgence. I am. 

Sib, with all possible respect, 

your Honour^s most obliged 
and devoted seifaul, 

TH03IAS ZOUCH. 

Wycurre, Jaw. l€, 1796. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITIOIf. 



Xt will be necessary to observe, that a more ftiU 
and particular account of seyeral of our English 
Divines and other eminent persons mentioned in 
this volume might easily have been introduced. 
But such a detail would have fiu* exceeded the 
bounds of my plan, which was only to intersperse 
some traita of their characters, some short extracts 
from, or references to their works, suffici^it to 
imate in the reader a desire of acquiring a more 
intimate knowledge of them, by a diligent examir 
nation of their writings, or a more enlarged inquiry 
into their lives. 

In compliance with a request made by the late 
Mr. Gilbert Wakefield, the note relative to his re- 
mark on the venerable Richard Hooker is omitted 

in this edition. 

The Editor ha^ been blamed for his attempt to 
embellish this volume with the portraits of those 
good men whose lives are recorded in it He 
makes no apology. The satisfaction, which is not 
sekbm derived to him firom contemplating the 
portraits of excellent men, may be attributed to 
the ddusi<ms of fimcy, or the temerity of ground^ 
less conjecture. However this may be, he can 
surely incur no great degree of just rebuke for in- 



t FIXFACK. 

Iht dignity at Lend High ChanoeUor. He wis 
formerly FeHow of Trinity CoQege, Cambridge^ 
having previously aoquired thoee acadraiical ho* 
nours which are conferred upon dassic and mathe- 
matical erudition. His professional learning and 
talents were' universally acknowledged. Totally 
removed fiom a haughty demeanour, he uniformly 
endeared himsdf to aU who knew him, by the 
suavity of his disposition, and the innocent cheer- 
fulness of his ccmversation. He discharged the 
relative duties of life with fidelity and honour. 

Impressed with a strcmg sense of the intrinsic 
wcnth of Christianity, he conformed his lite to its 
precepts, and was himsdif an amiaUe example of 
that goodness which it enjoins. A true and firm 
friend to our ecclesiastical constitution, he was a 
serious and constant attendant on the services of 
the Churdi. From the period of his early years 
to his demise, he was the dear and intimate frigid 
of Mr. William Pitt ; of that great and good man, 
whose pre-eminent merit, while it is the admira- 
tion of the present age, will command the iqvpro* 
liation and applause of the latest posterity. 
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Vol. L 



TO THC 
RIGHT HONOURABLE AND REVEREND 

FATHER IN GOD, GEORGE, 

LORD BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, 

AMD PRELATE OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE 

GARTER \ 

MY LORD, 

JL DID some years past, present you with a plain 
reUtion of the life of Mr. Richard Hooker, that 
humble man, to whose memory princes, and the 
most learned of this nation, have paid a reverence 



* Dr. George Morley^ distinguiahed by his unshaken loyalty 
and attachment to Charles I. was, at the Restoration, first made 
Dean of Christ-c^urdi, and then Bishop of Worcester. In 
iMe he was transkted to the see of Windiester. Though 
BflBunated one of the Aasembly of Divines, he never did them 
the honour, nor himself the injury, to nt among them. During 
his sbaencc finom his native country, he endeared himself to 
aevcral learned forrigners, particularly to Andrew Rivettus, 
Heinsius, Salmasius, and Bochart He constantly attended the 
young' exiled King; but not being permitted to follow him into 
Scotland, he retired to Antwerp, where for about three or four 

A 2 years 



* EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 

at the mention of liis name. And now, with 
Mr. Hooker's, I present you also the life of tliat 
pattern of primitive piety, Mr. George Herbert ; 
and, with his, the life of Dr. Donne, and your 
friend Sir Henr)' Wotton, all reprinted. — ^The 
ti^'o first were written under your roof; for which 
reason, if they were wortli it, you might justly 
challenge a Dedication : And indeed, so you 
might of Dr. Donne's and Sir Henry Wotton's ; 
because, if I had been fit for this undertaking, 
it would not have been by acquired learning or 
study, but by the advantage of forty years friend- 
sliip, and thereby with hearing and discoursing 
with your Lordship, that hath enabled me to 
make the relation of these lives passable (if they 
prove so) in an eloquent and captious age. 



yetn he read the senice oi the Churdi oi EngUmd twice ever/ 
daty, catechixed once a week, and administered tiic communion 
once a month to all the £ngli4i in the town who could come to 
it ; regularly and strictly ol»en ing all the |>arochiiil duties of a 
dergyman, as he did afVerwanLi at Bnsda for four years together. 
Walker, in his Ili&tory of the Sufleringt of the Cicrgy, liavii^ 
quoted Anthony Wood's duu*actcr of this pfrebtc, concludes 
with thb exclamation : " O that but a single portion of his 
spirit might always rest on the establislu-d clergy !" He died 
in l(i8«. CLe Nnt, FuUcr, and fViwLj 



EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 5 

And indeed, my Lord, thougli these relations 
be well-meant sacrifices to tlie memory of these 
w(Mrthy men, yet I have so little confidence in 
my performance, that I beg pardon for super- 
scribing your name to them, and desire aU that 
know your Lordship, to apprehend this not as 
a Dedication (at least by which you receive any 
addition of honour), but rather as an humble, and 
a more public acknowledgment of your long-con- 
tinued, and your now d^y favours to. 

My Lord, 

Your most afiectionate 



And most humble servant. 



IZAAK WALTON. 



AS 



TO THE READER. 



Though the several introductions to these several 
lives have partly declared the reasons how, and 
why I undertook them, yet smce they are come 
to be reviewed, and augmented, and reprinted, 
and the four are now become one book^ I desire 
leave to inform you that shall become my reader, 
that when I sometimes look back upon my educa- 
tion and mean abilities, it is not without some 
little wonder at myself, that I am come to be 
puUidy in prints And though I have in those 
introductions declared some of the accidental rea- 
sons that occasioned me to be so, yet let me add 
this to what is there said, tliat by my under- 
taking to collect some notes for Sir Henry 
Wotton's writing the Life of Dr. Donne**, and 



^He had not then written the Life of Bishc^ Sanderson. 

^ In the preceding Epistle Dedicatory, our Author modestly 
resigns all claim to " acquired learning or study." 

^Sir Henry WottoD addressed the following letter to Mr. Isaac 

Walton, 

A 4 



8 EPISTLE TO THE EEABEB. 

by Sir Henry Wotton's dying before he per- 
formed it, I became like those men that enter 
easily into a law-suit or a quarrel, and having 
begim, cannot make a fair retreat and be quiet, 
when they desire it. — And really, after such a 
manner, I became engaged into a necessity of 
writing the I^ife of Dr. Donne, contrary to my 
first intentions ; and that begot a like necessity of 
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Walton, who liad requested him to perform his promise of 
writing the Life of Dr. D<inne : 

" MY WORTHY FRIKND^ 

" I am not able to yield any reason, no not so much as may 
** satisfie myself, why a moftt ingenuous lirtter of yours hath 
*' lain so long by me (as it were in lavender) without an 
** answer, save this only, the {Measure I have taken in your 
style and conceptions, together with a meditation of the 
subject you propound, may seem to have cast me into a 
gentle slumber. But, being now awaked, I do hesein return 
you most hearty thanks for the kind prosecution of your 
first motion, touching a just office due to the memory of 
our ever-memorable friend ; to whose good fame, though 
" it be needless to add any thing (and, my age considered, 
*< alnuMt hopeless from my pen), yet I will endeavour to 
perform my pnimise, if it were but even for thi<i cause, 
that in saying scmewhat of the life of so deserving a man, 
*' I may perchance over-live mine ohh. 

" That which you add of Dr. King (now nuule Dean of 
*' Rochester, and by tliat translated into my native soil) is a 
great spur unto me; with whom I hope bliortly to confer 
about it in my passage towards Boughton Malherb (which 
was my genial air), and mvite him to a friendship with 
tl»at faiiiily, where his predecefsor was familiarly acquainted. 
" I shall write to you at large by the oeit messenger (being 

••at 
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EPISTLE TO THE READEE. 



writing the Life of his a 
Sir Henry Wotton. 



And having writ these two lives, I lay quiet 
twenty year% without a thought of either troubling 
myself or others, by any new engagement in this 
land ; for I thought I knew my unfitness. But, 
about that time. Dr. Gauden"" (then Lord Bishop 



0€ 



9SL pfesent a little in business), and then I shall set down 
certain general heads, wherein I desire information by your 
loving dfligenoe; hoping shortly to have your own ever- 
wdoome company in this approaching time of the fly and 
** the cork. * And so I rest your very hearty poor friend to 
" lerve you. H. WOTTON." 

(ReUquice WoUoniana, p. 360. edit, 3, J 

«Dr. John Gauden, bom at Mayland in Essex, educated 
itt St. John's College, Cambridge, was Dean of Bocking, and 
Master of the Temple, in the beginning of the reign of 
Charlet I. In I66O he was made Bishop of Exeter, and from 
tiioioe promoted to Worcester in 1 662, in which year he died, 
aged 57 years. '* When Archbiahqp Sheldon acquainted the 
^ King that Bishop Gauden was dead," his Majesty replied, 
'' that he made no doubt but it would be easy to find a more 
'' worthy person to fill his place." 

(Li/e of Dr. John Barwick,p. S60.J 

Whatever credit may be due to^e animadversions of several 
wntart on the conduct of Dr. Gauden, wliich in some instances 
was certainly indefensible, it will be <inly an act of justice 
Id intimate, that the editor of the works of Mr. Richard Hooker, 
aid the author of the Memoirs of the Life of Bishop Brownrigg, 
and of many other valuable writings, deser^'es much of pos- 
ter!^. Hif way of preaching is said to have been most 

admirable 



10 EPISTLE TO THE EEADEE. 

of Exeter) published the Life of Mr. Bicburd 
Hooker (so he called it), with so many dangerous 
mistakes, both of him and his books, that dis- 
coursing of them with his Grace Gilbert, that 
now is Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, be en- 
jouied me to examine some circumstances, and 
then rectify the Bishop^s mistakes, by giving the 
world a fuller and truer account of Mr. Hookar 
and his books than that bishop had done ; and I 
know I liave done so. And let me tell the 
reader, that till his Grace had laid this injunction 
upon me, I could not admit a thought of any 
fitness in me to undertake it ; but when he twice 
had enjoined me to it, I then declined my own, 
and trusted his judgment, and submitted to his 
commands ; concluding, that if I did not, I could 



•dmirehle and edifying. Charlet II. when he nominated him 
to the See of Exeter, bore thif tcttimony to hb merit, by 
obeerving, ''That he, upon aD oocaaions, had taken worthy 
pains in the pulpit and at the preat to retcue his Majcaty 
and the church of England from all the mistakes and 
heterodox opinions of several and different fiictions; as also 
from the sacrilegious hands of those false btvthrpn, whose 
" scandalous eonversatiao was consammate in devouring church- 
« lands, and then with impudence to make sacrilege lawfuL" 

(n'ootts AtL Ox. 9oL u. coL 2M.J It must be owned, that 

he was one of the Assembly of Dirines in l6iS, and that be 
took the covenant; to whidi, however, he made some scmpWs 
and otirjectians, so that his tmmt was aoon stmck out of the 
the list He abandoned the casse of the Parliament as soon as 
they relinquished their first avowed principles of reforming only, 
instead of extirpating Monarchy and Episcopacy. 
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SnSTLS TO THE READER. 11 

not fbfbear accusing myself of disobedience, and 
indeed of ingratitude, for his many favours. 
Thus I became engaged into the third life. 

For the life of that great example of holiness, 
Mr. George Herbert, I profess it to be so far a 
free-will offering, that it was writ chiefly to please 
myself but yet not without some respect to pos- 
terity : For though he was not a man that the 
next age can forget, yet many of his particular acts 
and virtues might have been neglected, or lost, if 
I had not collected and presented them to the 
imitation of those that shall succeed us: For I 
humbly conceive writing to be both a safer and 
truer preserver of men's virtuous actions than tra- 
dition; especially as it is managed in this age. 
And I am also to tell the reader, that though this 
life of Mr. Herbert was not by me writ in haste, 
yet I int^ided it a review before it should be made 
public ; but that was not allowed me, by reason of 
my absence from London when it was printing : 
so that the reader may find in it some mistakes, 
some double expressions, and some not very proper, 
and some that might have been contracted, and 
some faults that are not justly chargeable upon me, 
but the printer ; and yet I hope none so great, as 
may not, by this confession, purchase pardon from 
a good-natured reader. 

And now I wish, that as that learned Jew, 
Josephus, and others, so these men had also writ 



18 EPISTLE TO THE BEADEE. 

their own lives ; but since it is not tlie fashion of 
these times, I wish their relations or friends would 
do it for them^ before delays make it too difficult. 
And I desire this the more, because it is an honour 
due to the dead, and a generous debt due to those 
that shall live and succeed us, and would to them 
prove both a content and satisfaction. For when 
the next age shaU (as this does) admire the learn- 
ing and dear reason which that excellent casuist 
Dr. Sanderson (the late Bishop of Lincohi) hath 
demonstrated in his sermons and other writings ; 
who, if they love virtue, would not rejoice to 
know, tiiat this good man was as remarkable for 
the meekness and innocence of his life, as for his 
great and useful learning ; and indeed as remark- 
able for his fortitude in his long and patient 
suffering (under them that then called themselves 
the godly party) for that doctrine which he had 
preached and printed in the happy days of the 
nation*s and the cliurch's peace ? And who would 
not be content to have the like account of Dr. 
Field \ that great schoolman, and others of noted 
learning? And though I cannot hope that my 



^ Or. RicHAED FiBLD, Chapbui to James 1. and Dein of 
Gloucester, died Nov. 21, l6l6,— the fHcnd of Mr. RidiArd 
Hcwker, and one of the most learned men of hii age. He wa« 
the author of a work entitled, " Of the Church, fol 1610."— 
Jamet I. when he first heard htm preach, said, " This is a FiM 

" for God to dwell ia'—With the tame aDusion Fuller calk htm 

that 



EPISTLE TO THE READER. IS 

example or reason can persuade to this undertaking, 
yet I please myself, that I shall conclude my 
pre&ce with wishing that it were so. 

I. W. 



that learned divine^ " whose memory smelleth like a Field that 
" the Lord hath blessed." — Anthony Wood mentions a manu- 
script, written by Nathaniel Field, Rector of Stourton, in Wilt- 
shire, containing " some short Memorials concerning the Life of 
*' that Rev. Divine, Dr. Richard Field, Prebendary of Wind- 
" Bot," &c The feature which peculiarly marked his disposition, 
was an aversion to those disputes on the Arminixm points, which 
then began to disturb the peace of the churc^, and from which 
he dreaded the most unhappy consequences. It was his ambition 
to oondliatp, not to irritate. 



TO MY OLD AND MOST WORTHY FRIIND. 



Mr. IZAAK WALTON, 



ovHia 



LIFE OF DOCTOR DONNE, &c. 



j/V HZfi, to a Nation't loss, the Tirtuous die^ 
There's justly due from ev'ry hand and eye 
That can, or write, or weep, an elegy. 

Which though it be the poorest, ohespest way. 
The debt we owe great merits, to defray. 
Yet it is almost aQ that moKt men pay. 

And these are monuments of so short date, 
Tliat widi thrir birth they dt receive their fate ; 
Djring widi those whom they would celebrate. 

And though to "verse great reverence is due. 
Yet what most poets write proves so untrue. 
It renders truth in verse suspected too. 

Something more sacred then, and more entire 

The memories of virtuous men require. 

Than what may with their funeral-torch expire : 



lis histofy can give ; to which alone 
The privilege to mate oblivion 
U granted, when dcny'd to braas and stone. 



16 TEE8ES TO MB. WALTON. 

Wherein, my (Kend, you have a hand so wage. 
Your truths so candid are> your style so pnie. 
That what you write nuiy Envy's seardi endure. 

Your pen, disdaining to be brib'd or prest, n 

Flows without vanity, or interest ; 

A virtue with which few good pens are Uest 

How happy was my fiuher then ' I to see 
Those men he lov'd, by him he lov'd, to be 
Rescu'd from frailties and mortality. 

Wotton and Donne, to whom his soul was knit. 
Those twins of virtue, eloquence and wit. 
He saw in Fame's eternal annals writ : 

Where one has fortunately found a place. 
More faithful to him than Im marble was \ 
Which eating age', nor fire shall e'er defiioe; 

A mooument that, as it has, nhall last 
And prove a monument to that de&c'd ; 
Itself, but with the world, not to be ras'd. 

And even in their fiow'ry diaracters. 

My father's grave, part of your friendship shares; 

For you have honour'd his in strewing theirs. 



c The rharactcr of Mr. Charles Cuttun, the tttha at Chsiki CeUoB tka 
port, in muftt bcsutifully delineated by tht noble hietwiMi 

{Ufi of Bdmmri Emt tf Civnim, fiL 17M.fb ICJ 

^ llu monuiiici.t id ^^t. VwaVt church bcfurc Uic late dreadful in, lilSb 

• Jamqoe upui cic|hf quod, oec Jovb Ira, nee igwU» 
Kcc putetit rcmua, wc idur ahslnt KilMlsi. Ofl» 
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Thus by an ol&ot, though particakr^ 
Virtue's whole coBunoii-wea) obliged are ; 
For in a viituoua act all good laen $hare. 

Andrby thia aot» the world is taught to know^ 
That the true friendship we to meiil owe» 
Is not diacfaaijg'd by oomfliaMiit and show. 

But yours is fViendship of so pure a kind. 
From aU mean ends and interest so refin'd. 
It ought to be a pattern to mankind : 

For, whereas most men's friendships here beneath. 
Do periiii witii tlieir friends' expiring breath. 
Yours proves a irieuiUhip living after death ; 

By which the generous Wotton, reverend Donne^ 
SoU Herbert, and the church's champion^ 
Hooker, are rescu'd from oblivion. 

For though they each of them his time so spent. 

As rais'd unto himself a monument. 

With whidi Amlutian might rest well content ; 

Yet their great works, though they can never die. 
And are in truth superlatively high. 
Are no just scale to take their virtues by : 

Becaase they show not how th' Almighty's grace^ 
By various and more admirable ways, 
Brought thm to be the organs of his praise. 

But what their humble modesty would hide. 
And was by any other means deny'd. 
Is by your loTe and diligence suppl/d- 

Vol. I. B 



18 VERSES TO ME. WALtOK. 

WottoOy— « nobler Mnil was never bred !- 
You, by your namtiYe's most even thread. 
Through all his labyrinths of life have led ; 

Through his degrees of honour and of arts. 
Brought him secure from Env3r'8 venom'd darts. 
Which are still kvell'd at the greatest parts ; 

Through all th' employments of his wit and spirit, 
l^liose grcmt effects these kingdoms still inherit. 
The trials then, ndw trophies of his merit ; 

Nay, through disgrace, which oft the worthiest have. 
Thro' all sute-terapests, thro' each wind and wave. 
And laid liim m an honourable grave. 

And yours, and the whole world's beloved Donne, 
When he a long and wild career had run. 
To the meridian of his glorious sun ; 



And being then an object of much ruth. 
Led on by vanities, error, and youth. 
Was long ere he did find the way to truth : 

By the same clew, after his youthful swing. 
To serve at his God's altar here you bring, 
Where an once wanton muse doth anthems sing. 

And though by God's most powerful grace alone 

His heat was settled in Religion, 

Yet 'tis by you we know how it was done; 

And know, that having cmrifyd vanities 
And fixt his hope, be dos'd up his own eyes. 
And then your friend a aunt and preacher dies. 
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The meek and learned Hooker too^ almost 
rthe Church's ruins over-whelm'd and lost, 
Is by your pen reoover'd £rom his dust : 

And Herbert ; — ^he, whose education. 
Manners, and parts, by high appUuses blown. 
Was deeply tainted with AmHtion, 

And fitted for a court, made that his aim ; 
At last, without regard to birth or name. 
For a poor country cure does all disclaim ; 

Where, with a soul compos'd of harmonies. 
Like a sweet swan, he warbles as he dies 
His Maker's praise, and his own obsequies. 

All this you tell us, with so good success. 
That our obliged posterity shall profess, 
T'have been your friend, was a great happiness. 

And DOW ! when many worthier would be proud 
T appear before you, if they were allow'd, 
I take up room enough to serve a crowd : 

Where to commend what you have choicely writ, 
Both my poor testimony and my wit 
Are equally invalid and unfit : 

Yet this, and much more, is most justly due. 
Were what I write as elegant as true. 
To the best friend I now or ever knew. 

But, my dear friend, 'tis so, that you and I, 

By a eondition of mortality, 

Midi aD this great, and more proud world, must die ; 
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In which esUte I ask no more of Fame, 

Nor other monument of Honour daim. 

Than that of your true friend, t' advance my name. 

And if your many roertts shall hare bred 
An abler pen to write your Kfe when dead, 
I think an honester cannot be read. 

Jan. 1 7, 1 G72. CHARLES COTTON K 



^ The muthor of •• Scurronides, or Virgile Trtvcitie,** and of other 
He compowd the second part of •« The Comptete Angler, ot the C wi Wip li ti i f 
Mmn*ii Recruukm T being « cootinmtkin of Immc Walioo*i» tract on the name 
tuh^ccL In this work be thun speaks of our Biognpher: ** I have the btpptocBi 
** to know his person, and to be inthnateljr acquainted with him, and in him 
** to know the worthiest man, and to enjoy the best and truest flrknd mj imb 
** ever had : Nay, I shall yet acquaint you fkirther, that he gives me kaift to ciD 
** him Father, and I hope is not ihamrrt to own me for his adoplcd Sob.** 



COPY 



OF A LXTTCE WEIT TO 



Mr. IZAAK WALTON, 



BY DOCTOR KING, LORD BISHOP OF CHICHESTER . 



HOKEST IZ^VAK, 



M HOUOH a &miliarity of more than forty years 
oontinuanoe, and the constant experience of your 
love, even in the worst of the late sad times, be 
sufficient to endear our friendship ; yet, I must 



' Dr. Henry Kino, Bishop of Chichester, son of Dr. John 
King^ Bishop of London, and great nepliew of Robert King the 
ttntt Btdiop of Oxford, and tlie last Abbot of Osney, was the 
author of a new metrical translation o€ Uic p!^niR, of wfiich he 
has given a modest account in a letter to Archbishop Usher, 
dated Oct 30, 1 651 ;— (Usher's lifters, p. 5(>7.>-and alw of 
pocni!!, elegies, paradoxes, sonnets, divers Latin and Greek 
poems, with some sermons and religious tracts. Whilst he wa^ 
Dean of Rodiester, he was suspected of favouring tlie Puritans : 
The king, desirous of gratifying that party, made him Bishop 
of Chichester : But during die time of Cromwell's usurpation, 
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confess my affection much improved, not only by 
evidences of private respect to many that know 
and love you, but by your new demonstration of 
a public spirit, testified in a diligent, true, and 
usefiil coUection of so many material passages as 
you have now afforded me in the Life of venerable 
Mr. Hooker; of which, since desired by such a 
friend as yourself, I shall not deny to give the 
testimony of what I know concermng him and 
his learned books ; but shall first here take a fair 
occasion to tell you, that you have been happy in 
choosing to write the I^ives of three such per8ons» 
as posterity hath just cause to honour ; which tliey 
will do die more for the true relation of them by 
your happy pen : of all which I shall give you my 
imfeigned censiur. 

I shall begin with my most dear and incompa- 
rable friend Dr. Donne, late Dean of St Pauf 8- 
church, who not only trusted me as his executor, 
but three days before his death, delivered into my 
hands those excellent Sermons of his« now made 



he fuffered wiUi Iiit brethren, anil was compel ltd to go almMKL 
He returned at the Hestomtum, and surviving that event didt 
yean, died Oct, 1, iGGih He wav advanced to a bUioprir, 
when Epiioopacy was in a ninking state ; *' It lieing coocetved,** 
uyt Jacob, " tlic moat cflectunl inetltod for tlie restitutum of 
^ that order, to firefer |)erw>n» not only of unbUmable Uvea, and 
" eminent for their learning, but Mich as were generally beloved 
<' by all diainiereiitcd pet^le. The king'i choice amongit theae 
** waa very haippy in this great divine, who lived a moat religioua 
*^ life, and dad not die till af^ hia order was rcttored" 



LETTER TO MR. WALTON. 28 

public ; professing before Dr. Winniff "*, Dr. Mon- 
ford% and, I think, yourself then present at his 
bed-side, that it was by my restless importunity, 
that he had prepared them for the press ; together 
with which (as his best legacy) he gave me all his 



* Dr. Thomas Winnipp, successively Dean of Gloucester and 
of Sl PteJ's, was promoted to the bishopric of Lincoln in 1641, 
en the translation of Dr. Williams to York. His mildness, 
inedmess, and humility, were equalled only by his learning, 
inte gri ty , and eloquence. He experienced vexation and trouble 
in his pramodon, and was under the necessity of retiring to a 
ooontry parish, Lamboum in Essex^ where he died in 1654. 
A mcmument was there erected to his memory, on which he is 
detcribed as one, *' Ex ecurum numero Episcoporum, quibus 
^ Incnmbdbat nutantis Episcopatiis molem pietatis ac probitatis 
^ mam Folcbnine sustentare." He has been censured, along with 
VAtr, Frideaux, and others, for the moderation which he always 
diqplajed towards the Puritans, and indeed towards all those 
who were not well affected to the church of England. But 
sordy mch a moderation is more commendable than the harsh- 
nets and acrimony of intemperate zeal. Lord Clarendon naming 
§aur other divines, who were appointed bishops at the same 
time with Dr. Winniff, characterises them as, " of great cmi- 
'* nenc^ in tlic church, frequent preachers, and not a man to 
" whom the fiiults of the then governing clergy were iuiputed^ 
" or against whom the least objection could be made." 



■ Dr. Thomas Mountfort, a Residentiary of St. Paul's, died 
Feb. 27, 1632. It appears from S^rypc's Life of \Miitgift, tliat 
this person was suspended for having clandestinely married £ J. 
ward. Earl of Hertford, and Frances Pranel, widow of Henry 
Prsnel, Esq. without bans or license. Upon his submi^ision and 
earnest desire to be absolved, he obtained absolution from 
Whitgift himMir. 
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sermon-notes, aiid his other |)a)x?ns containing 
extract of near fifteen hundred authors. How 
these were pfot out of my hands, you» who^weie 
the messenger for them, and how locit botli to mm 
and yourself, is not now seasonable to complain : 
But, since tliey did miscurr}', I urn glad that the 
g€'n€»rdl demonstration of his worth was so fairly 
preser\'ed, and represented to the world by your 
pen in tlic histor)' of his life; indeed so well, that 
beside others, the best critic of our later time 
(Mr. John Hales "^ of Kton College) affirmed to me^ 
he liad iK)t seen a life written with more advm* 
tage to the subject, or more reputation to tfie 
writer, tlian that of Dr. Donne's »*. 

After tlie performance of this task for Dr. 
Donne, you undertook the like office for yoiur 



^ The ever memorable John H\LEft, Greek Professor in die 
University of Oxfonl, ami aAerwanl Fellow of Eton Cnllcipi, 
from his vast erudition, calletl " The Walking Librsiy," wis 
esteemed to be one of the greate5t Heholam in Eiin^. Hcrii^ 
attended tlie AmlmHsador ot* Jmne;* I. to tlie Syn<Ml of Dart, he 
composed in a HCTies of lettent, a re^ilar and most faithfViI nsm^ 
tive of the |>nKXtHlin^ii of tluit nsMinbly. Ilitt adherence to die 
royal cause, involvi^tl him in di>tress. Obligttl to sell his 
valuable collection of books at a low price, he died in 
poverty, May UJ, lUMi, aged 7'^ years. It is justly rcmsrkrd, 
" it was mnie <il* the least injuri(*s of tl.o^ times, that so eminent 
" a man asi IIjUm ^ould live and die under such necessities as 
'* he <lid, by which his life was shortenetl." 

r Tlii!t was spoktn of the fir it edition of I«aac Walton's Life of 
Dr. Donne, which was printed in lOlO; and not, as Wood 
afBrmSj in l63.'l. 
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Sir Henry Wotton; betwixt which two 
there was a friendship begun in Oxford, continued 
in their various travels, and more C(Mifinned in the 
rdigious friendship of age: and doubtless this 
nccellent person had writ the life of Dr. Donne, if 
death had not prevented him ; by which means 
hia and your pr&-collections for that work fell to 
the happy manage of your pen ; a work which you 
Iroukl have declined, if imperious persuasions had 
not be^i stronger than your modest resolutions 
l^ainst it. And I am thus far glad, that tlie first 
life was so imposed upon you, because it gave an 
unavoidable cause of writing the second : if not, 
it is too probable, we had wanted both ; which had 
he^OL a prejudice to all lovers of honour and in- 
geBiouB learning. And let me not leave my friend 
Sir Henry, without this testimony added to yours ; 
that he was a man of as florid a wit, and as 
elegant a pen, as any former (or ours, which in 
that kind is a most excellent) age hath ever 
produced. 

And now having made this voluntary observa- 
tion of our two deceased friends, I proceed to satisfy 
your desire concerning what I know and believe 
of the ever-memorable Mr. Hooker, wlio was 
Schismuticarmn Malleus, so great a champion for 
the Church of England's rights, against the factious 
torrent of Separatists, that then ran higli against 
church-discipline ; and in liis imansweral)lc lxx)ks 
ocmtinues to be so against the unquiet disciples of 
their schism, which now under other names still 
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carry on their design^, and, who (as the proper 
heirs of their irrational zeal) would again rake into 
the scarce-closed wounds of a newly-bleeding state 
and church. 

And first, though I dare not say that I knew 
Mr. Hooker ; yet, as our Ecclesiastical History re- 
ports to the honour of St Ignatius % ^ that he 
lived in the time of St. John, and had seen him in 
his childhood,** so I also joy, that in my minority I 
have often seen Mr. Hooker with my father, who 
was after Bishop of Ijondon; from whom, and 
others, at that time, I have heard most of the 
material passages which you relate in the History 
of his Life ; and from my father received such a 
character of his learning, humility, and other vir- 
tues, that like jewels of invaluable price, they still 
cast such a lustre, as envy or the rust cf time 
shall never darken. 

From my father I have also heard all the cir- 
cumstances of the plot to defame him ; and how 



^ Tlie Separatists from the Church of England^ were orignMlljr 
calktl by a general term, *' Puritims." Split into parties, thcjr 
were mmni cliFcriminated by the various appellations of ** Prtabj* 
•• terians/' " Independents/' '• BrownisU," " FamilisU,- &c 

' loxATirs Bishop of Antioch, is in the list of the ApotloHc 
Fttiken, among whom were plaaed such Christian docton as had 
conversed with the apostles themselves, or their disciples. This 
piuus and venerable man, who being exposed to wild beasts by 
the onler of Tmjan. rullered nuntynkim with the utroosi con* 
stancy, was educated under the apoalle atid erangelist St Joiiii» 
ami intimately acquainted with St Peter and St Paul 
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Sir Edwin Sandys out-witted his accusers, and 
gained their confession : and I could give an ac- 
count of each particular of that plot, but that I 
judge it fitter to be forgotten, and rot in the same 
grave with the malidous authors '. 

I may not omit to declare, that my father's 
knowledge of Mr. Hooker, was occasioned by the 
learned Dr. John Spencer ; who, afler the death of 
Mr. Hooker, was so careful to preserve his in- 
valuable sixth, seventh, and eighth books of 
^ Eedesiastical FoUty," and his other writings, 
that he procured Henry Jackson, then of Corpus 
Christi College, to transcribe for him all Mr. 
Hooker's remaning written papers; many of 
whidi ware imperfect : for his study had been 
rifled, or worse used, by Mr. Chark, and another, 
of j^inciples too like his. But these papers were 
endeavoured to be completed by his dear friend 
Dr. Spencer ', who bequeathed them as a precious 



* Hie writer of Uiis letter experienced, in his own person, a 
gJfjTi equal to any, of which human nature in capable, that of 
vindkidiig die injured fkme of a b^ved parent. Wlicn Dr. 
John King, Kihop cit London, a man of iMilid gravity ami lilcty, 
Mid of mkIi Ml cxccUeiU volubility of tongue as well as invention, 
that James I. denominated him " tke Kimg aC Preachers,'* was 
as hating abjured that religion, which in the course of 
he had uniformly defended and adorned, tins hi^ Mr.i 
d rtecle d the falsehood of the accusation, and in a iernicn at 
St PaaTs Croaa, clearly expo%ed the artificers of an ii*0:i<''i!>, 
b«t at tbfll tioie no nnn»ual calumny. 



Corpus Christi College in Oxford. Af^er the 
aker be pubUshed the ire books of the Ecclesi- 

asticil 
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legacy to iny father, after whone death they rested 
ill iny liand, till Dr. Abbot ^ then Archbishop of 
Canterbury, coniinaiidcd them out of my custody, 
by authorizing Dr. John Barkeham * to require^ 
and bring tliem to him to his palace in Lambeth ; 
at which time, I have heard, they were put into 



astical Polity, with an excellent preface, subscribed I. S. tbe 
initial letters of his name. (See H'oottsAih, Ox. voL I. p. 39$.J 

• The chaneier of this prelate, justly to be admired Ibr hb 
truly Christian moderation and mikkieM, has been most hflppify 
pourtrayed by the pen of the Hight Hon. Arthur Onslow, Ar 
many years the venerable Speaker of the British House of Gmd* 
mons, in " The Life of Dr. George Abbot, &c reprinled widi 
** some additions. Sec. Guildford, 1777.** 

* Chaplain to Archbisbcp Bancraft, as well as to hk aMoeamr, 
Dr. Abbot, and Dean of Booking in Essex : an able divine^ and 
an amiable man. To his knowledge in divinity he added other 
literary accomplishments, being an accurate historian, well sldDed 
in coins and antiquities, and so great a proficient in heraldry, 
that he is generally supposed to have been the author of that 
celebrated work, which was published in the name of John 
Guillim. He was also the editor of Crakanthorpe's book agatnat 
the Archbiikhop of Spalato, entitled " Defensio Ecclesi*,'* Ac 
Speed, at the conclusion of his History of Great Britain, grate- 
fully acknowledges " The most acceptable helps both of hooka 

and ccJlections (especially in matters remoter firom oar times) 
from tlut worthy divine. Master John Barkeham, a gentleman 

* composed of learning, vertue, and courtesie, as being no leite 
ingeniously willing, than learnedly able, to advance and for- 
wanl all vertuous endeavours." He bequeathed his valuable 

coins to Archbishop I^iud, through whose munificence tliey were 

dcpoaited in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. 



« 
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the Bishop's library, und that they remained theie 
till the martyrdom of Archbishop Laud ; and were 
then, by the brethren of that &ction, ^ven, with 
all the library, to Hugh Peters^, as a reward for 
his remarkable service in those sad times of the 
Church's confusion: And though they could 



7 Hugh Pstsrs, a man of loose morals, having being ex- 
pelled in the earlier part of his life from the University of 
Cambridge, became afterward an itinerant preacher in New 
£ngland, Holland, and other coimtries, and was at length 
a|ipointad one of OHver Cromwell's Chapbins^ and a Colonel 
IB the army. H% and Dr. Burgess are classed among those 
precious-gifted teachers, to whom Butler alludes in the heroical 
cpislle of Hudibras to his Lady, ver. 305, 306, He occa- 
nonaDy pretdied the lecture at Stepney, and fhrni thence was 
called by William Greenhill, the noted Indepcndant, ''The 
^£v«Bing Star of Stepney." Many instances are recorded 
of the violence of his zeal against monarchy. When Oxford 
surrendered in 1646, for the use of the Parliament, he 
one of the diaplains who, by propagating the most seditious 
in the town and in the university, endeavoured to 
•adooe the inhabitants and the young scholars from their 
dki(ianoe^<— In the pulpit he not unfrequently acted the 
part of a buffoon or merry-andrew. He used to say, that it 
V4Mdd never be well till 150—'' The three L's, the Lords, the 
'' Levitea, and the Lawyers," were put down. He preached 
itwm aennons lo persuade the army to destroy the King, 
he compared to Barabbas. It was given in evidence 
him, thai he was wont to call the King i^ratU and 
Jml; and that, on the Sunday after his Migesty was brought 
to faia trial, in the course of his sermon, he uttered these 
wmAig ** Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
" km mine eyea have seen thy salvation." 

Sodi was the man who got possession, not only of the 

Archbishop's 
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hardly fall into a fouler hand ; yet thane wanted 
not other endeavoiu-s to corrupt and make them 
gpeak that language for which the &ction then 
fought, which indeed was — to subject the wvereign^ 
power to the people. 

But I need not strive to vindicate Mr. Hooker 
in this particular ; his known loyalty to his prince» 
whilst he lived, the sorrow expressed by King 
James at his death, the value our late sovereign 
(of ever-blessed memory) put upon his wcnrka, 
and now, the singular character of liis wortli by 
you, given in the passages of his Life, especiaUy 
in your Appendix to it, do sufficiently dear him 
from tliat imputation. And I am glad you men- 
tion how much value Thomas Stapleton* Pc^ 
Clement the VIII. and other eminent men of 
the Romish persuasion, have put upon his books : 
Having been told the same in my youth by 
persons of worth that have traveUed Italy. 



Archbi^op's librmry at Lounbedi, but also of the ifiYakiable 
one which belonged to the King. A commission was gnnU 
cd by Charles II. dated September 10, I66O, to ThoouM 
Rom, tutor to the Duke of Monmouth, and Elias Ashmoie, 
Esquires, empowering them to examine Hugh Peters OOD- 
ceming tiie books and medab which he was susp ect ed of 
baring embessled. It was well known Uiat he had rantarkirf 
the ro3ral library and doaet, and that their most valoalila 
c ur io siti es were taken oat, and disperwd lyrer Europe. In 
hia examination (Biogr. Brk, rat //. p, S90. K,J he declared, 
that he gave up the key and coitody of them to Migor Gcnand 
IreCon.— Of his behaTioiir, during hit trial and at hit cxecotioOj 
see ike Stale TrimU. 
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LiMtlyt I must again oongratiilate this under> 
taking of yoiifs» as now more proper to you than 
any other person* by reason of your long know* 
ledge and alliance to the wwthy family of tlie 
Cranmers (my <dd friends also), who have l^em 
men of noted wisdom, espedally Mr. George 
Cranmer, whose prudence added to that of Sir 
Edwin Sandys, proved very useful in the com- 
pleting of Mr. Hooker's matchless books: one 
of their letters I herewith send you, to make use 
of if you think fit And let me say fiirther: 
you merit much firom many of Mr. Hooker*s 
best friends then living ; namely, from the ever- 
renowned Archbishop Whitgift, of whose incom- 
parable worth, with the character of the times, 
you have given us a more short and significant 
account than I have received firom any other 
pen« You have done much for the learned Sir 
Henry Savile, his contemporary and familiar 
firiend; amongst the surviving monuments of 
whose learning (give me leave to tell you so) 
two are omitted; his edition of Euclid % but 
eqiedally his translation of '' King Jameses Apology 



•Or ndiar fait works entitled " Pntlectionei tnfdcctin in 
PriBd|inmi Elcnientanini Eudidii Oxonup habttfr. OxmL 
Ittl.' 4IBL Sir Henry Savile having read thirteen lecturea upon 
tbe fint ci^it propotitioRa of Eudicl^ surrendered the chair 
ta Mr. Bri|{gs^ taking leave cif his audience in bis last lecture 
vutdsy *' Trado lampaden suocessori meo^ doctissiflv/ 
voa ad intiiiia Geotoetrisp njtleria perdueet.'' 

(Wmrdi Prafu$ori tf iire$ham (Megf, p. \%\.J 
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for the Oath of A Uegiaiioer into elegant Latin ; 
wliiih flying iji tliat dress as far as Rome» was 
by the I'ope aiid Conclave sent to Salamanca unto 
Francisciis Siiarez' (then residing there as Pien- 
dent of that college) with a command to answer 
it And it is worth noting, that when he had 
perfected the work, which he calls '' Defensio 
Fidei Catholicae^'' it was transmitted to Ronie 
for a view of the inquisitors ; u Ikh accordiiig to 
their cui»tom, blotted out what tliey pleased, and 
(as Mr. Hooker hath been used since his death) 
added whatsoever might advance the Popels 
supremac}% or carry on their own interest ; ochh- 
monly coupling together Deponere et Oecider% 



*A celebrated Jesuit, the author of many awUroffffaial tfld 
other tracts. He was bom in I5iS, and died in l6l7. Hb 
workt are ooiitained in 32 voL folio. The treatiw here ■»»Hf^ 
to, u entitled " DcfcnMo Fidei Catholiar, ooutra AngtiaBHe 
5ht1:i' Errorf*s, una cum Ri*s)Miii.sioiH* ad Jac. Rc^is Apologiam 
|in> Juraiiicnto Fideliti!ti.>. Ma^. I^IJ)." A copy f^ this book 
was Ininit in Fn^Luid by public authority. It i^ related oThiaiy 
that he inct difatli witli the mcwt joyful tnin«|UiUitv' and com- 
|M»urc of mind, uttering these wonU, *' Noii putabam taoi 
ilulce, tam suave e««JC mori." ( Dichmuuiire JJiMoriqmc, 4^, d 
Paris, 1777.^ — Dr. R<»lH.-rt Ablxit, Bi«hop of Sali^ury, delivered 
a ooane of lectures against Suarcx. They vrere publiahed afier 
his death by his aon, with this title, '* De Suprema PMatHle 
Regii Exercitationea habits in Academia Oxonieoai, eaolim 
Rob. Bellarmine et FraMt. Suares. Londini, 1619." 4Co^^ 
P^ Paul V. dishonoured hb title of Holineaa, and CMl m 
indeltble stain on his infallihility^ by an expreaa mpf nta ti oB of 
the doctrine adYanoed in the writiDgt of Suarai in defisMe cf 
thennirder of 
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the deposing, and then kiUing of princes. Which 
crud and unchristian language, Mr. John Saltkel^ 
the amanuensis to Suarez, when he wrote that 
MSkswer (but since a convert, and living long in 
my father^s house), often professed the good old 
man (whose piety and charily Mr. Saltkd magni- 
fied much) not only disavowed, but detested. 
Not to trouble you further; your reader (if ac- 
ocnrding to your desire, my approbation of your 
work carries any weight) will here find many 



^Mt. Johx Saltkel or Salkield^ a native of Cumberland^ 
Car some years a member of the Churdi of Rome and a 
JeiBit. He was profoundly read in theological and other 
i it l iflr s : but being for the fame of his learning brought before 
ESang Jamcfy he was so far convinced by his Majesty's argu- 
ments, as to come over to the Church of England^ for which 
he was wont to style himself " The Royal convert ;" and the 
King honoaxed him so far^ as to call him " The Learned Salkeld" 
in his works and writings. — (Echards History of England, 
waL 11. p. 871.^/— ''Never had England more learned bishops 
" and doctors : Whidi of them ever returned from his Majesty's 
*' discourse without admiration ? What king christened^ hath 
** written so learned volumes ? To omit the rest^ his last of 
" this kind^ wherein he hath so held up Cartlinal Bellarmine 
and his master Pope Paulus, is such, that Plcssis and Mouline, 
the two great lights of France, profess to receive their light in 
" this discourse from his beams, and the learned Jesuit, 
" Salkeiki, oould not but be converted witli the necessity of those 
^^ daaonstrations." f^^^^ Panegyric, Bishop Halts Works, 
p. II42.> — ^Mr. Salkeild became Rector of Church Taunton in 
Devonshire, in l6S5, and was afterwards, for his loyalty, deprived 
of Us preferment, and died at Ulcuhn, in Feb. 1659-60. 

Vol. I. ^ 
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juBt reasons to thank you for it; and poMbljr 
for this circumstance here mentioned (not known 
to many) may happily appreliend one to thank 
him, who heartily wishes your happiness, and it 
unfeignedly. 

Sir, 
Your ev^-fidthful 

And affectionate old friend, 

HENRY CHICHESTER- 
CHICHESTER, 

November 17, 1664. 



88 THE INTRODUCTION- 

whom he acquainted with his design, to inquire 
of some particulars tliat concerned it, not doubt- 
ing but my knowledge of Uie Author, and love to 
his memory, might make my diligence useful : I 
did most gladly undertake the emplo\^ient, and 
continued it with great content, till I had made 
my collection ready to be augmented and com- 
pleted by his matchless pen : but then, deatii pre- 
vented his intentions. 

Allien I heard that sad news, and heard aho 
that these sermons were to be ]>rinted, and want 
the Author^s life, which I thought to be very 
remarkable ; indignation or grief (indeed 1 know 
not which), transported me so far, that I reviewed 
my forsaken collections, and resolved the worid 
should sec the best plain picture of the Author^ 
life that my artless pencil, guided by the hand of 
truth, could present to it. 

And if I shall now be demanded, as once Pom- 
pey's poor bondman was ^ ; — (the grateful wretdi 



*< Ohliviuso larvia Mas«icu 

" C'iburia exple/' IIor. L, 11. Od. VIL rer. SI. 

Tiic<h:ii. E.lvM^. a. 63. 

' rhilip, the freccI-iDJUi of r(ini|)cy, watclietl the dmi body 
cif hit* nia^er, till the multitude luul siitii>lie<l their curiodtj ; and 
then washing it with »ea* water, lie wrapt it up in a garment of 
hi* own, and finding soine rotten planks of a IHtle fialicfuiui'a 
boat, he gathered thi-m together for a fuiuTal pile. Lacan hM 
given a long description iiC Pooipev's unhappy deitiny. A^ 



8ft 

had been left alone on the sea^shore, with the for- 
saken dead body of his once glorious lord and 
maater: and, was then gatlierii^ the scattered 
pieces of an old broken boat to make a funeral 
pile to bum it, whidi was the custom of the 
R<mians)— -^ Who art thou that alone hast the 
^ honour to bury the body of Pompey the great ♦?•' 
so, who am I that do t^us officnously set the Au- 
thor^s memory cm fire ? I hope the question will 
pfove to hsve in it more of wonder than disdain. 
But wrnider indeed the reader may, that I, who 
profess myself artless, should presume with my 
fiunt light to show forth his life, whose very name 
makes it illustrious ! but be this to the disadvan- 
tage ef the person represented : certain I am, it 
is ta tibe adrantage of the beholder ; who shall 
hese Me the Author's picture in a natural dress 
which ought to beget faith in what is spoken : for 



f^ff^mg to his account, the body was thrown into the sea, and 
Scrvins Codnis, once his quaestor and his friend, brought it to 
shflt^ and paid the last honours to it. 

£ latebris pavidus decurrit ad aequora Codrus, 
Qiuestor ab Idaho Cinyraese htore Cypri 
Infiuistus Magni fuerat comes : ille \>er umbras 
Aosiu ferre gradura, victum pieUite timorem 
CompuHt, at mediis quantum corpus in undis 
Duceret ad terram, traberctque ad litora Magnum. 

LucAN. L. VIII. ver. 715. 

• Plutarch's Lives. 

C3 
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he that wants skill to deceive, may safialy be 
trusted. 

And if the Author's glorious spirit, which now 
is in heaven, can have the leisure to look down 
and see me, the poorest, the meanest of all hit 
friends, in the midst of his officious duty, con- 
fident I am, that he will not disdain this wdt 
meant sacrifice to his meraoiy: for. whilst fak 
conversation made me and many others happj 
below, I know his humility and gentlenesa wape 
then eminent ; and I have heard divines say, thoae 
virtues that were but sparks upon earth, become 
great and glorious flames in heaven. 

Before I proceed further, I am to entreat the 
reader to take notice, that when Dr. DodhcTs 
Sermons were first printed, this was then my ex* 
cuse for daring to write his life ; and I dare not 
now appear without it 
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ASTER John Donne was bom in Lfondon, 
in tbe year 1573, of good and virtuous parents : 
and thciigh his own learning and other multiplied 
merits may justly appear sufficient to dignify both 
himsdf and his posterity, yet the reader may be 
pleased to know, that his father was masculinely 
and lineally descended fix>m a very ancient family 
in Walesa where many of his name now live, 
that deaerve and have great reputation in that 
country. 

By his mother he was descended of the family of 
the famous and learned Sir Thomas Moor \ some- 
time Lord Chancellor of England ; as also from 
that worthy and laborious Judge RastallS who 
left posterity the vast statutes of the law of this 
nation most exactly abridged. 



' Fancies Churdi History, B. x. p. 1 12. 

' JoHM Rastall, a celebrated printer, married Elisabeth tli^ 
of Sir Thonias Moor. William, their son, wiis broiifj^ht up 
to tbe bar, and was appointed one of the Justices of the Kin^s 
Bench in 1558. Upon tlie demise of Queen Mar^', he steadily 
mSbered to hit religion, left England, and spent the remainder of 
Ut days at Louvain. He published tbe works of his uncle Sir 

Th0QU9 
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He had his first breeding in his father's house, 
where a private tutor had the care of him, until 
the tenth year of his age ; and in his eleventh year 
was sent to the University of Oxford ; having at 
tliat time a good command both of the French and 
Latin Tongue. This, and some other of his re> 
markable abilities, made one then give this censure 
of him ; That this age had In^ught forth another 
Picus Mirandula ** ; of whom story says, that he 
was rather bom» dian made wise by study. 



Thonus Moor in one volume. He also formed a 5K?llf rt kn of 
and wrote a comment on the statutety and a very uatfiil book en- 
tituled " Les Termes de la Loj," or " Aa ExplicatioD of Cflnain 
" difficult and obscure Words and Terms of the mmm op Lcwa 
'' and Statutes of this realm now in use." The author of aetcral 
tracts against Bishop Jewell was John Rastall, who left the 
Church of England, in which he had been ordained prieit» fpm 
to Rome, and with this his kinsman was admitted into the Siristy 
of Jesus. 

^ Pic us Prince of Mirandula, a duchj in Italy, was bom in 
14^, and having resigned his sovereignty in favour of Us 
nephew, he died in 14<)k He is Mid to have made so 
ful a progress in study, as to understand twenty-two 
at the age of eighteen years, and at the age of twenty-four 
to dispute with great success, dt omni scibiiL " Picus Bfiruidida 
32 ortatis anno quo obiit omni disdpUnarum gcDere non mod^ 
tiiictus, sed plant* imbutus erat, ut Encyclopafdiam SdentianoB 
jure tibi vindicara potuerit, loogiore vita plane dignisBiaMM 
prinoepa." ( ScaUgetianm.) He was honoured with ikia 
pompous Epitaph, 



u 



" Hic situs est Picus Mirandula: aetcn nomnt 
•< £t Ti^us et Ganges, fomn et Antipodal* 



Oa 



JOHN BOVlfE. 48 

There he remttned gome years in Hart-Hall*, 
harnng, tar the advancement of his studies, tutort 
of sereral sciences to attend and instruet him, till 
time made him oapaUe, and his learning, expressed 
in public exercises, declared him worthy to re- 
ceive his first degree in the schools, which he 
forbore by advice from his .firiends, who bdng for 
their religion c^ the Romish persuasion, were 
conacionahly averse to some parts of the oaUi that 
is always tendered at those times, and not to be 
refiised by those that expect the titulary honour 
of their studies. 

About the fourteaoith year of his age, he was 
tnnspkiited fixmi Oxibrd to Cambridge ^ ; where. 



Oil whidi it liu hem jtudjr rauarked, that <' his mane, Aen 
^ o^ekivted id tbe remotMt corners of the e«th, is now ahnott 
^ fbqpottcn, sad hb works then studied, adnured^ and applauded* 
''ere DOW mouldering in obscurity." CDr. Johnson's Works, 
9oL 2. p. 273. J — The life of this prodigy of learning, written 
with greitt elegance of language by John Francis Prince of 
Miandkila, is inierted in Bates's Vitas stkctontm, ^v. p. 90. 

* ** He continued for three years at Hart-Hall, whidi was so 
'* call/ed from Elias de Hertford, who lived in the tenth year of 
^ Edward the First, An. Dom. 1282. In 1312 it changed its 
** nme lo SUpledon Hall, but upon the settlement of Exeter 

** CoU^e it returned to its former appellation." (1^ Neve, J 

In 1740 it was by a royal charter erected into a coUege by the 
«f «' Hertford Coll^^ in the Univer«ty of Oxford," to con- 
of a Principal, four senior, and eight junior Fellows. 



^ To Trinity College in Cambridge, where he was fellow 
pupa with Mr. Samuel Brook, who succeeded Dr. Leonard Maw 

in 
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thftt he might receive nourishment fix>m both a<rf]% 
he stayed till his seventeenth year ; all which time 
he was a most laborious student, oft^i changing 
his studies* but endeavouring to take no degree^ 
for the reasons fcHmerly mentioned. 

About the seventeenth year of his age, he was 
removed to London, and then admitted into Lin- 
coln's Inn, with an intent to study the law ; where 
he gave great testimonies of his wit, his leamini^ 
and of his improvement in that profession : whidi 
never served him for other use than an omanaent 
and self-satisfaction. 

His father died before his admission into the 
sodety; and being a merchant, left him his portioo 
in money. (It was 3000/1) His mother and 
those to whose care he was committed, were 
watchftd to improve his knowledge, and to that 
end appointed him tutors both in the mathematici^ 
and in all the other liberal sciences, to attend him. 
But mtli these arts they w&re advised to instil in- 
to him particular principles of the Romish Church ; 
of which those tutors profest (tliough secretly) 
themselves to be members. 

They had almost obliged him to their fidth; 
having for their advantage, besides many opportu- 



in the nustervhip of thai ooflege.^— " And now, like a 
'' bee, deiiruui to gather firom more flowers than on 
<« tnmnUted from Oxford to Cambridge, our other 
** nursery of learnings where he much improved hit ihidiifc* 
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nities, the example of his dear and pious pareiit8> 
which was a most power^ persuasion, and did 
work much upon him» as he professeth in his pre- 
hioe to his Pseudo-Martyr * ; a book of which the 
reader shall have some account in what follows. 

He was now entered into the eighteenth year of 
his age ; and at that time had betrothed liimself 
to no religion that might give him any other de- 
nomination than a Christian. And reason, and 
piety had both persuaded him, that there could be 
no such sin as Schism, if an adherence to some 
visible church were not necessary. 

About the nineteenth year of his age ; he being 
tlien unresolved what religion to adhere to, and 
oonndmng how much it concerned his soul to 
choose the most orthodox, did therefore (though 
his youth and health promised him a long life), 
to reetify all scruples that might concern that, 
presently lay aside all study of the law, and of aU 
odier sciences that might give him a denomination ; 



> '^ I had A knger work to do than many other men : for I 
^ was firat to blot out certaine impressions of the Romane religioD 
^ aodtowzeitle both against the examples and against the reasons^ 
«* bj wfaidi ioiiie hold was taken, and some antidpatiQiis earij 
** kjde ttpaa mj oooadence, both by persons who by nature had 
^ a power and superiority over my will, and others who by their 
^ kaming and good life seemed to me justly to daime an in* 
tat the guiding and recdfjring of mine understanding in 
matters.'* C Preface to the Pteudo'Marttfr ; which is pro- 
by Mr. Granger in his Biographical History, vol. I. 
pw S57« tQ be dia moat valuable of Dcone's proae 
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and b^un seriously to 8iir\Ty and consider the 
body of divinity ", as it was then contro\'ertcd be- 
twixt the refonned and the Roman Church. And 
as Ciod*8 blessed spirit did then awaken him to the 
8ean*h, and in that industry did never forsake him 
(they l>e his own wonls in his preface to Pseudo- 
Martyr), so he calls the same holy spirit to witness 
tliis protestation; that, in that disc^uisitioii and 
search, he proceeded witli humility and diffidence 
in himself; and, by that which he took to be the 
safest way; namely, fre<iueiit prayers, and an in- 
different affection to both parties : and indeed, 
truth had too much light about her to be hid 
from so sharp an inquirer ; and he had too mudi 
ingenuity not to acknowledge he had found her. 
Being to luidertake this search, he believed the 



■ The principal hcMl<4 f)rthj> cuiitrovrriy have been dii 
with ^ettt ability and cnnilfnir by th<> nu»t eminent divines of 
our church, and particularly by thuM.* of thc*iii» who lived in 
the reipi of James If. Mr. Pope, in a lettiT to Biahop Attcr- 
bury, telU hi?* LorcUliip. that \%hcii he was fourteen yean old, he 
read the controvenief* lictwi*en the two churehej*. He edda, 
" and the con.iequenoc was, I found myself a Papial and a 
'' Protcfttant by turn*, acci>rdin|( to die Lud book I 
Thif, as the writer of hi^ life oliser\'es, i6 an admirable 
tion of every reader boaied in religiowi controvervy^ willioiit 
poaneMing the principles on which a right judgment of the 
pointa in question is to be regulated. If Mr. Pope had punned 
this inquiry witli the same preparatory knowledge, with the 
snne humble diffidence that attended Dr. Donne, it is rw so n a h ia 
to think that the result of his researches would have been difaw 
ent from what he has represoited it 
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Ctfdinal BeUarmine" to be the best defender of 
the Roman cause, and therefore betook himself 
to tl^ examination of his reasons. The cause was 
weighty : and ¥alful delays had been inexcusaUe 
both towards Gknl and his own conscience; he 
tberefore proceeded in this search with all mo- 
derate haste, and about the twentieth year of 
his age, did show the then Dean c£ Gloucester'* 
{whose name my memory hath now lost) all the 
Cardinal's works marked with many weighty ob- 
servations imder his own hand; which works 
were bequeathed by him at his death as a legacy 
to a most dear friend. 

About a year following he resolved to travd ; 
said the £ail of Essex going first the Cales, and 



"BosBRT BsLLARMiNB, raised to the purple in 1599 by Pope 
CkmcDt VIII. was bom in 154/2, and died at Rome in 1621. 
He wss efteemed by the Jesuits' as the brightest ornament of 
didr order, and die Protestant writers have alwa3r9 considered 
as the most kamed advocate of the diurch of Rome. His 
worii hn been called " Opus absolutissimum, quod con- 
troffersiarum ferme omnium corpus did queat" The follovnng 
eukginm is prefixed to a print of him by Bolswert. " Roberhu 
** B t Mmfm ums Politianus Societatis Jesu animi submissione quam 
^ piii|iiir& msjor : nee pio minus quam docto in hcereses coiv- 
« tRnrwnanun calamo orbi notissimus: virtutum ut amator ita 
^'enllor onmiuin. Quam a Matre Viigine camem aocepenty 
^ ^pHm a wtao lavacro innocentiam Deo reddidit: nulUus sibi 
** Titi omni mendadi consdus: cujus etiam medicam manum 
^ in yario morborum genere experti non paud. Vivore hic 
^ dtaitl» ado inoepit anno m dcxxi. astatis suae lxzix." 

•Dr. Autroht Rcdd, bom in Yoifahire^ and Fellow of 
Trinity OSkgt, Cambridge. He died Bishop of St David's 

in 
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after the Island voyages, the first anno 1596g 
the second 1597, he took tlie advantage of those 
opportunities, waited upon his l^ordship, and 
an eye witness of those happy and unhappy 
ployments^ But he returned not back into 
England, till he had staid some years first in 
Italy, and then in Spain, where he made many 
useful obser\'ations of those countries, their laws 
and manner of government, and returned perfect 
in their languages. 

Tlie time that he spent in Spain was, at his 
first going into Italy, designed for travelling to 
the holy land, and for viewing Jerusalem and the 
Sepulchre of our Saviour. But at liis being in 
the furthest parts of Italy, the disappointment of 
company, or of a safe convoy, or tlie uncertainty 
of returns of money into those remote partly 
denied him tliat liappiness; which he did often 
occasionally mention with a deploration. 

Not long after his return into England, that 
exemplary pattern of gravity and wisdom, the 



in l()l I. or his iermon preached in 1596 bcfure Qni 
Elizabeth, fnmi IN. xc. 12, in which by penonaUy sllndiiy 
to her advanced yean, and pUunly telling her Majesty, thai 
" age had fumiwed her (ace, and be^nkled her hair wUk 
" iu meal," he incamd her heavy di^ileasore^— &e FUhKa 
Ck Hilary, B, X. Cemi. xriL p. 69. 

pM thin ezpeditian in ISgS, in which Cadis was taken from 
the .Spaniards, a narrative written by the Earl of Eaiex if in- 
serted in Cambden^s Annals of Engknd, &c. 
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liMl EUesiii0m^» then keeper of the great aeal* 
the Lord Chancellor of England, taking notioe 
of his learning, languages, and otha* abilities, 
and much affecting his person and beli^viour, 
took him to be his chief Secretary;' supposing 
and intending it to be an introduction to some 
more weighty employment in the State; for 



<>Sir Thomas Eoerton^ Knight, a native of Cheshire, tlie 
firander of his branch of the house of Egerton. In consideration 
of hit singular merits, he Iiad the care of the Great Seal com- 
mitted to him. May 6, 1 596, under the title of Lord Keeper, 
jHid by King James I. he was created Baron of Ellesmere, 
and constituted Lonl Chancellor of England. His literary 
cfaancter it pourtrayed in tlie following letter written by Sir 
Francis Bacon, when he presented him with a copy of " The 
AdTanoement of LMining." 

hbiy it pleaaa your good Lordship, 
I humbly present your Lordship with a work, wherein 
at you luive mv^ commandment ov&r die audior, so your 
Lordthip hadi great interest in the argument : for, to speak 
widiout flattery, few have like use of learning or like judg- 
ment in learning, as I have observed in your lA)rdship. 
And again, your Lordship hath been a great planter of 
leanm^ not otAj in those places in the church, which have 
been in your' own gift, but also in your commendatory vote 
no man bath more oonstandy held " detur digniuri ;" 
" and tiiereCbre both your Lordship is beholden to learning, 
Ijaming beholden to you; which maketh me presume, 
good atturance, that your Lordship will accept well 
" of ihete my labours, the rather because your Lordship in 
" private speech hath often begim to me in expressing your 
of hit Bfigetty's learning, to whom I have dedicated 
work; and whose virtue and perfection in that kind 
*' did diiefly move me to a work of this nature. And ^ 

Vol. L D " with 
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which, his Liordship did cttea protest, he thought 
him very fit. 

Nor did his Lordship in this time of Blaster 
Donne's attendance upon liim, account him to 



U 



** with tignificatian of ny most humble duty and aftdiaii t» 

** to your Lordship, I renuuu, &c" 

1605. 

C Bacon's Works, vol. III. p. 229- C4dMla, p. 6i.J 

This excellent person died at the age of seventy y«Br% 
March 15, l6l6-17i having on the third of that month 
the Great Seal, which on the seventh was given to Sir Fi 
Bacon. " It was said of Bankes the Attorney (General) tlHt 

he exceeded Bacon in eloquence, ChanuUor Effetwtere m 

judgmaU, and William Noy in law." 

(Lord Strafford^M LcUtrs, vol. /. p. 4ft7 J 

" TO THl LORD CHANCILLOIL 

" Whilst thy weigfa'd judgment, Egerton, I hear, 

*' And know thee then a judge net of one yctf» 

<' Whilst I bdiold thee hve with purest hands, 

*' That no aflFection in thy voice commands, 

" That still thou'rt present to the better cause, 

" And no less wise than skilful in the laws, 

*' V^liilst thou art certain to thy words once gone^ 

*' As is thy conscience, which is always one : 

" The virgin long »ince fled from earth I see 

« T'our times retum'd hath made her heaven in tliea.* 

(Boi Jommm, Epigram 74iLj 

Fuller in his Worihies tf Emglsmd, ob ser v es, thai *' C3itiM»- 
** dom aflTorded not a person which carried more gnrky in Up 
** countenance and behaviour, than Sir Tliooias 
" insomuch that many have gone to Uie Clianoery oa 
** only to see his venerable garb (h^>py they who had aa 
" Uher business), and wecr h%hly pleased at sa 
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lie SO much his servant, as to forget he was his 
fiiend ; and to testify it, did always use him with 
mudi courtesy, appointing him a place at his own 
taUe^ to which he esteemed his company and dis- 
course to be a great ornament. 

He continued that employment for the space 
of five years, being daily useful, and not mer- 
cenary to his friends. During which time he 
(I dare not say unhappily) fell into such a liking, 
(as with her approbation) increased into a love with 
a young gentlewoman that lived in that family, 
who was niece to the Lady EUesmere", and 
daughter to Sir George Moor', then Chancellor 
of the Garter and I^ieutenant of the Tower. 

Sir Geoige had some intimation of it, and 
knowing prevention to be a great part of wisdom, 
did therefore remove her with much haste from 
that to his own house at Lothesley, in the county 



'Or rather, Lmij Eoerton, sister to Sir George Moor of 
Lioody-Firm,. in the county of Surry, Knight, and widow of 
Sir John Wooley^ of Pirford in Surry, Knight, and mother 
cf thai Sir Francis Wooley, who kindly took Dr. Donne and 
his wile under his protection. She died in January 1599. 
In 1600, SSr Thomas Egerton married the Countess Dowager 
«f Tkabj, who continued to he called Lady Derby. In 16OS 
ke WM made Boron Ellesmere, 



•This gentleman was Treasurer or Receiver General of the 
lefcnues of Henry Prince of Wales in l604. In 16*10, he 
WM made ChanodUkir of the Order of the Garter^ and in 1615, 
Ijanfgnant of the Tower. 

(See Wooits A. O. vol. I. p. 49^. J 

D2 
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of Surry; but too late, by reason of some fidthfiil 
promises which were so interchangeably passed, a», 
never to be violated by either party. 

These promises were only known to them* 
selves ; and the friends of both parties used much 
diligence, and many arguments to kill or ood 
their affections to each other: but in vain; for 
love is a flattering mischief, that hath denied 
aged and wise men a foresight of those evils that 
too often prove to be the children of tluit Mind 
father ; a passion tliat carries us to commit errois 
with as much ease as whirlwinds remove feathm^ 
and begets in us an unwearied industry to the 
attainment of what we desire. And such an in- 
dustry did, notwithstanding much watdifubiett 
against it, bring them secretly together (I fiiilmr 
to tell the manner how), and at last to a marriage 
too, without tlie allowance of those friends, whoae 
a])probation always was, ai^d ever will be necessary, 
to make even a virtuous love Ixxrome lawful 

And that the knowledge of their marriage mi^it 
not fall like an unexpectcnl tcmi^est, on those that 
were unwilling to have it so; and that pre-appre- 
hensions might make it the less enormous, when 
it was known, it was piu^isely whis|)ered into the 

ears of manv that it was so« vet by none that oouU 

• • • 

affinn it. But to put a p^M'iod to the jealousies 
of Sir George (doubt often l)egetting more restlen 
tlioughts than the certain knowledge of what we 
fear) the news w:is. in favour to Mr. Donne, and 
with Ids allowance, made known to Sir George. 
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hy his honourable friend and neighbour, Henry 
Earl of N(»t]iumberland ' : But it was to Sir 
George so immeasurably unwelocxne, and so trans- 
ported him, that as though his passion of anger 
and ineonsideration might exceed theirs of love 
and error, he presently engaged his sister the Lady 
Elle«nare, to join with him to procure her Lord 
to discharge Mr. Dcmne of the place he held un- 
der his Lordship. — Tliis request was followed with 
violence ; and though Sir George were remem- 
bered, that errors miglit be over-punished, and 
desired therefore to forbear till second c(msidera- 
tians might dear some scruples, yet he became 
restless until Ids suit was granted, and the punish- 
ment executed. And though the Lord Chancel- 



< HtttvUY PciKV, the ninth Earl of Nmthnmberknd of that 
; '' a learned man himself^ and the generous favourer of 
^ aD good learnings" as he is called by Antliony Wood. Hiis 
noUeman, upon the marriage of his youngest daughter Lady 
Lacy Percy, a fauly of the most distinguished wit and beauty, 
wUk the Lord H&yt, afterwards created Viscount Doncaster and 
Earl of Carlisle, discovered the same harshness of disposition, 
whkh be probably censured in the father-in-law of Dr. Donne. 
Tlie treatment which he received from James I. to whom he 
alwajrs allowed the most faithful attachment, aflbrds one, among 
inatoioea, of the injustice of that monarch, who fined this 
SOyOOOl and *' imprisoned him in the Tower from 
^ l605 to 1619, upon a mere suspicion, without the least proof 
** of Ilia having had knowledge of the powder-plot, as Cecyll 
** himself canftmied in a letter to Su* Thomas Edmunds, dated 

« Dec «, leosr 

fBirck'i Vkw rf the Negociaiums, dj^v. p. 2^5. J 

D8 
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lor did not at Mr. Donne's dismiiBsioii give Kim 
such a commendation, as the great Emperar 
Cliarles the Fifth did of his Secretary £raso% 
when he presented him to his son and successor 
PhiHp the Second, saying, '' That in his Eraao^ 
** he gave to him a greater gift than all his estate; 
<< and all the kingdoms which he then resigned to 
** him r yet the Lord Chancellor said, ** He parted 
** with a frief^d and such a secretary, as was fitter 
" to serve a king than a subject** 

Immediately after his dismission from his ser- 
vice, he sent a sad letter to his wife, to acquaint 
her with it; and after the subscription of his 
name, writ. 
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and God knows it proved too true : For this bitter 
physic of Mr. Donne's dismission was not strong 
enough to purge out all Sir George's chder ; ftr 
he was not satisfied t'dl Mr. Donne and his sooM- 
time compupil in Cambridge that married hioUt 



« On the l6th of January, 1536, hiii Majetty paiicd die 
'^ of the Reniuiciatiaii of the Crown of Spain and all Hi 
** nions to his too Philip, in the presence of Francia de 
" his Secretary, and all the Spaniards then at Bnuaek.* 
(SUtfn$ TransiniioH of ike IliiUwy ^ CharUt F. wnUm m 
Spanish ^ D. F. Prudemeiode Sandmvai, Bukap of Pmmpimm, 
4r. p. 453 J It waft probably at this very time that the Ea* 
pcrar rccoaunendcd this faithful aecrctary to his son. 
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namely, Samuel Brook "" (who was after Doctor in 
Divinity, and Master of Trinity College), and his 



^ Samuel Brook, descended fhHn a respectable family at 
Yoik, was the son of Robert Brook, an eminent merchant, and 
Lofd Blajor of that city in 1582 and in 1595. He was admit* 
led of IVinity College, in Cambridge, m 1596; and on Septem- 
ber 2^^ I6l2, being then Chaplain to Prince Henry, he was 
dioaen Divinity Professor in Gresham College, on the recom« 
mendation of that Prince, whose unhappy death followed, Nov, 
6th ensuing. In I6l3 he was elected one of the twelve preach- 
tn of the University, and the year following he wrote a Latin 
pastoral, which was acted with applause before King James in 
Trinity College Hall, on Friday, March 10. Copies of this per- 
fivmance are yet extant, with this title, " Melanthe, Fabula 
*' paatoralis, acta cum Jacobus, Magnse Brit. Franc, et Hiberniee 
^ Bex, Cantabrigiam suam nuper inviserat, ibidemque musarum 
" aCqoe ammi gratii dies quinque commoraretur. Egerunt 
** Alumni CoU. San. et individual Trinitatis Canlabrigis. £x« 
<<ciidebat Cantrellus Legge, Mart 27> l6l5." In 1630 he is 
■ttd to have composed an Armenian Treatise of Predestination, 
wUtk whidi he acquainted Bishop Laud, who encouraged him 
kk die work, recommending it to the revisal of Dr. Lindsey and 
DcBeale, two great Armenians, and promising to peruse it 
iunisdC as appears by sundry letters. (Prynt^i Canierbunfi 
p. 167. J Of this tract Mr. Horsey, in the funeral 
delivered in Trinity College Chapel, thus speaks : *' Nee 
" iDmn prartereo foetum nuperrim^ formatum " de magtio et 
FrwdtMtuuUumii Mffsterio DUpulatumes." Quanti nobis 
a tineis et latebris redimere has pretiosas chartas, ut typis 
^ iddttor excusse in manus omnium pervenirent !" In l6l5 he 
ma created D. D. and in I6IS was promoted to the Rectory of 
St Margaret's Lothbury, in London. He resigned his Pro- 
§nmwMp of Gresham College in I629, upon his appointment 
to the Blasterahip of Trinity Coll^^e in Cambridge, vacated by 
the death of Dr. Leonard Maw, Bishop d* Badi and Wells. In 

D 4 1631 
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brotlier I^Ir. Oiristopher Brook % nometinie Air. 
Donne's Chamber-fellow in LincolnVlnn^ who 
gave Mr. Donne his wife, and witnessed the 
marriage, were all committed to three several 
prisons. 

Mr. Donne was first enlarged, who neitiiergsTe 
rest to his body or brain, nor to any friend in 
whom he might ho]x> to have an interest, untfl he 
had procured an enlargement for his two impri- 
soned friends. 

He was now at lil)erty, but his days were still 



lf>.11 he was iilkU* Archdeacon of Wells and in that jrctf he 
died ; and wafi buried in Trinity Colle^ Chapel, witboot ehhcr 
monimient or epitaph. lie i^ de^crilxHl a^ a man of wH flicl 
learning. And Mr. Horsey commends him for his ** 
** nandi copta.** Of his writings there is extant onlj 
ccmrse, from the title d[ which we may form an idea of tlw as* 
ture of the (]uestions, which were then usually ditcuaied m tiM 
dtrinity schools. " De Auxilio Divina* Gratiie ExerciMio 
Theologica, nimirum. An possibile sit duoa eandem hdKfV 
gratife mensuram, et tamen unus convertatur et crcdat, akar 
non : v Johan. xi. \5, Mj,** 

(Ward's PnfvsMurt nf GrrMham CuO^.J 

y A Rencher and Summer Render at Lincoln's Inn, to the 
chapel of which he was a benefactor. He is much c u t nm emted 
at a pnet by Ben Jonson, Dra^-ton, and others of hia ootcraim- 
raries. He wrote an Elegy, consecrated to the never dyiiy 
memor>' of Henry Prince of Wales, Lonfkm lGl5, 4ta He d«l 
published Eclogues dedicated to his much loved friend Mr. 
William Drown of the Inner Temple, L4mdon, l(il4. Bra, To 
this gentleman Dr. Dmuie hath inacribctl two pocaify <« Hie 
* .Stonne" and «' The Calme." 
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ledge and \irtue \ as tlie fairer testimoniea of hit 
love to mankind ; and tliis was the present ooiidi» 
tibn of this inan of so excellent erudition mad 
endowments* whose necessary and duly expenaet 
were hardly reeoncileable with his uncertain and 
narrow estate ; which I mention, for that at diis 
time tltere was a most generous offer nuKle lum 
for the moderating of liis woridly caves, the de* 
<'laration of which sliall be the next employment 
of my pen. 

CiiK\ hath been so good to his church* as to 
afford it in every age some sucli men to serve 
at his altar as liave been piously ambitious of 
doing good to mankind ; a disposition that is so 
like to GckI himself; that it owes itself only to 
him, who takes a pleasure to behold it in hii 
creatures. These times (anno 1618), he did UeSB 
with manv such, some of which still live to be 
patterns of a]K)stolical charity, and of more than 
human |)atiem'e. I liave said this, because I hcve 
occasion to mention one of them in my following 
discourse; namely* Dr. Morton, the most lalxv 
rious and learned Bishop of Durliam; one that 
(vod hath l)lessed with {)erfect intellectuals and a 
cheerful heart at the age of 94 years (and is yet 
living ); one, that ui his days of plenty had 



a 



* According to the Greek Poet, 

*■ <- The lemmcd, pious uid psanful Bithop of 
(MoftToK) hatli fought in fnmi i^iintl fionui 

*«nd 
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Itfge a besrt as to use his large revenue to the 
dMXHin^m^t q£ learning and virtue, and is 
iKnr (be it spoken with sorrow) reduced to a 
nanrow stat^ which be einhiaces without re« 
pniii^ and still shows the beauty of his inind 
fajr so liberal a hand» as if this were an age in 
which tOHiBorrow were to care for itself. I have 
taken a pkasure in giving the reader a short but 
true character of this good man» my fiiendt from 
whom I received this foUoMring relation.^-He 
seat to Mr. Donne, and intreated to borrow an 
hour of his time for a conference the next day. 
After their meeting, there was not many minutes 



*t mi^ idolatvy." ^<Str Edward Deerin^s Speech against the 
Hemomiiranif.J — Thia learned and charitabk prelate, as Isaac 
Walton taoiewhere calls him, not more distinguished hy the 
splendour of his parentage, than by his habitual temperance 
and diligence in study, died Sept 22, 1659, in the 95th year 
of hii age, after having received the most injurious treatment 
ftan ^Stut Ptoliam«nt No apology is necessary for the insertion 
of the following affecting story* concerning hira. '^ Having 
^ aoibed imprisonment at different tipee, and undergone many 
** hardships, he was expeUed from Durham-huuse. NV^andering 
** flram place to place, he at last went to Ix>ndon with about 
^ watf pounds — (which it seems was then his all); he was 
** cyrertaken on the road by Sir Christopher Yelvcrton, who 
** befog known the Bishop was unknown to him : and in 
^ diioourae asking the old gentleman, ' What he was,' the 
** good Bishop replied, ' I am tliat old man, the Bishop of 
" Durham, notwithstanding all your votes :' for Sir Christopher 
" was not free from the stain of the times. Wherinipon Sir 
** Christopher demandod when lie was going : ' To London, ' 

** nplitd Ibe old gentleman ; ' to live a little while and then 

" cUe/ 
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passed before he spake to Mr. Donne to this 
purpose. ** Mr. Donne, the occasion of sending 
^ for you is to propose to you, what I hsve 
** oflen revolved in my own thought since I kat 
saw you, which nevertheless I will not dedare 
but upon this condition, that you shall not 
return me a present answer, but forbear three 
days, and bestow some part of that time in 
fasting and prayer^ and after a serious con- 
sideration of what I shall propose, then return 
** to me with your answer. Deny me not, 
'* Mr. Donne, for it is the effect of a true kuve, 
which I would gladly pay as a debt due fiir 
yours to me.** 



u 



4C 



" die.' On thu Sir Chriftopber entered into further 
'« with him, took him home with him into NorthmpCoQihin^ 
*' where he became tutor to that ton of his, which waa aAnw 
" wards the inoomparabljr learned Sir Henry YdTcrton, aa^ 
" prefaced this most excellent Bishop's little piece of E|iia- 
" copacy.- ( Walker » Sufferings of the Clergy, p. 1S.>— " Um 
" was/' sayii his excellent pupil, " an ancient Biahop, and hiJL 
** all tlie qualifications fit for his order, either to adom or 
" ^vcm a diurcl) ; but above all he was eminent fiar Ua 
*' iiivincil>le patience under so many ^icdent p e r iec uti ona and 
'* alnK»t iiecesflitit'«, always rfjoicing in his lostca, and |vo> 
« tciiting that he thought himself ridier with nothing and m 
*' giKid conscience, than those were who had dev ou red liie 
'* goodly IjialHifiric. He was forty-four years a bishop, a thn^ 
'' so cxtnumiinary, that but one exceeded him in thia idand.* 
(Sir //. YrlrerioHM Prrface to En^«*v»< AvraNMc* or ike £fta» 
cofucy qf'tke Cktirch of P^m^mdjmMi{fied,) 

^T\\c cundition required hy Dr. Morton of Mr. Dcame^ thaa 
he should not give au answer to the Doctor's propoHl, unlD ha 
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This request being granted, the Doctor ex- 

prened himself thus : — " Mr. Donne, I know 

^ ytmr education and abilities ; I know your ex- 

^ pectation of a state-employment, and I know 

^ your fitness for it, and I know too the many 

^ delays and contingencies that attend court- 

^ promises ; and let me tell you, that my love, 

^ begot by our long friendship and your merits, 

^ hath prompted me to such an inquisition after 

^ your present temporal estate, as makes me no 

** stranger to your necessities, which I know to 

^ be such as your generous spirit could not bear, 

«* if it were not supported with a pious patience : 

^ you know I have formerly persuaded you to 



lisd ptMed three dajrs in fasting and prayer, deserves notice, 
as maridiig the high devotional spirit of the times: for it is 
to be remembered, that this was not the proposition of an 
cndnuiastic puritan, but of a very eminent aud respectable 
difine of the Church of England. If our ancestors carried 
nMttcn of this nature too far (which there is no reason to 
dudL diey did), their successors have run into the contrary 
A principle of piety exercised in referring our con- 
to the providential direction of the Supreme Being, would 
be no bar to the wisdom, ability, and success of our lawful 
imdc f ta kuigs. This sentiment, that prayer and labour should 
co-operate, is expressed by Donne himself, in one of his poems, 
tbaoffik with no elegance <^ language. 

" In none but us are such mixt engines found, 
" Aa hands of double office ; for the ground 
^ We till with them, and them to heaven we raise ; 
" Who prayerless labours, or without this prays, 
• Dolh but one half— thaf a none." 

(Biogr. BrU. ftd Edit J 



«i 
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** wave your court hopes, and enter into hcly 
'' orders ; which I now again persuade you lo 
'< embrace^ with this reason added to my fonaer 
'' reciuest : the King hath yesterday ^ made me 
*' Dean of Gloucester, and I am also possessed 
of a benefice, die profits of which are equal 
to those of my Deanery; I will think my 
'' Deanery enough for my maintenance (who am, 
'* and resolve to die, a single man) and will quit 
" my l)eneficc and estate you in it (which die 
'' l)atron is willing I shall do), if Ciod shall in* 
** cline your heart to embrace this motimi. Be- 
<* member, Mr. Donne, no man's education or 
«' parts make him too good for this employment, 
** tvhich is to be an Ambassador for the God ^ 
^* glory; that God^ wJio^ by a vile deaths qpnssrf 
«* the gates of life to mankind. Make me no pra^ 
sent answer, but remember your promise, and re- 
turn to nic the third day with your resolution.** 
At the hearing of this, Mr. Domie*s fiunt 
breatli and perplexed countenance gave a viaifale 
testimony of an inward conflict, but he performed 
his promise, and departed without retimiing an 
answer till the third day, and then his answer 
was to this eflect : 

** My most worthy and most dear friend, since 
*- I saw you I lia%'e been faithful to my promise, 
** ami have also meditated nnieh of your great 






'' Hi' HN^ |iri'MiiU*il liy the Kiiig to tlie DeancTy cif Glouontcr, 
June t2-J» Vk>l, tliruuf^h tlic reoumineiKLitiuii uT Archbiihop 
Btticrolt 



JOHN DOKNE. 65 

« kindness, which hath been such as would exceed 
^ even my gratitude, but that it cannot do, and 
^ more I cannot return you ; and I do that with 
^ an heart full of humility and thanks, though 
^ I may not accept of your offer : But, Sir, my 
** refusal is not for that I think myself toa good 
^ for that calling, for which kings, if they think 
** so, are not good enough ; nor for that my 
^ education and learning, though not emhient, 
^ may not, being assisted with God's grace and 
- humility, render me in some measure fit for it ; 
'* but I dare make so dear a friend as you are 
^ my confessor ; some irregularities of my life 
have been so visible to some men, that though 
I have^ I thank God, made my peace with 
^ him by penitential resolutions against them, 
''and by the assistance of his grace banished 
** them my affections ; yet this, which God knows 
^ to be SQ, is not so visible to man, as to free 
^ me from their censures, and it may be that 
«« aaered calling from a dishonour ^ And besides, 
^ whereas it is determined by the best of Casuits, 
** that doft* glory should be the first end^ and a 






^Hmto is not the leest retson to suppose that Mr. Donne 
diycfd his chsracter by any act of immorality. He 
ftdbMj mixed more in the world than he thought consistent 
with the profession of a clergyman: he had not given tliat 
▼afcfiction to the j^easores and amusements of life^ which he 
d et intfwl requisite. When he devoted his time to the study 
of poetry^ ha diose stib|ects for his pen, which at a later period 
«f life app e M cd to him too trifling and ladiorous. 

Vol. I. E 
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^ maintenance the second motive to emhraee Hiai 
callings and though each man may propoae to 
himself both together, yet the first may not 
** be put last %vithout a violation of eonsrienoev 
** wliich he that searches the heart will judge. 
^ And truly my present condition is such, that 
^* if I ask my own conscience whether it be re- 
<* concileablc to that rule, it is at this time so po^ 
** plexed about it, that I can neither give myself 
«* nor you an answer. You know. Sir, who aays, 
*< Happy h that man xchose conscience doth not 
" accuse him for that thing which he does*. To 
" tliese I might add other reasons that dissuade 
•* me ; but I crave your favour that I may for- 
^ bear to express them, and thankAilly dedine 
^ your offer,* 

This was his present resolution ; but the heart 
of man is not in his own keeping, and he was 
destined to this sacred service by a higher hand ; 
a hancT so powerful, as at last foraed him to a 
compliance : of which I shall give the reader an 
account before I shall give a rest to my pen. 

Mr. Donne and his wife continued with Sir 
Francis Wolly till his death ; a little before which 
time. Sir Francis was so happy as to make a 
perfect reconciliation lietwixt Sir George and hia 
forsaken son and daughter; Sir Geoige oon- 
ditioning by bond to pay to Mr. Donne 800 iL 



t '< Happy is he that oondcmnelh not himaelf in that 
« he docth." Ram. jdr. 29. 



aft a ceftoiA day, as a portion with hk wife^ ot 
90L quatteriy for their maifitenance, as the in* 
tereat for it till the said pmtion was paid. 

Most of those years that he lived with Sir 
Francis, he studied the Civil and Canon Laws; 
in which he acquired such a perfection, as was 
judged to hold proportion with many who had 
made that study the employment of their whole 
Hfe. 

Sir Frands being dead, and that happy fanuly 
diandved, Mr. Donne todk for himself a house 
in Midiam (near to Croydon in Surry), a place 
noted foft good air, and choice company: there 
Us ¥r]fe and diildren remained ; and for himself 
he took lo^ginga in London, near to White^hall» 
wintker his friends and occasions drew him very 
often, a&d where he was as often visited by many 
of tlie nofaQity and others of this nation, who 
aaed him in their councils of greatest considera- 
tkxi, and with some rewards for his better sab- 
siatefiee. Nor did our own nobility only tsiae 
and &voiir him, but his acquaintance and Mend- 
ship was sought for by most Ambassadors of 
finpeigtt nations, and by many other strangers 
wiiose kandng or business occasioned tlieir stay 
in thb nation. 

was much importuned by many friends to 
make his constant residence in Tendon, but h^ 
atin denied it, having settled his dear wife and 
duUren at Micham, and new some friends that 
bonntifiil to them and Mm; for tliey, God 

E S 
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knows, needed it : and that you may the better 
now judge of the then present conditicxi of his 
mind and fortune, I shall present you with an ex- 
tract collected out of some few of his many 
letters. 



>*' And the reason why I did not send an 



M 



M 



^ answer to your last week's letter was, because it 
** then found me under too great a sadness, and 
at present it is thus with me. There is not one 
person but myself well of my family ; I have 
already lost half a child, and witli that mischance 
of hers, my wife is fallen into such a diaooin- 
posure, as would afflict her too extremely^ but 
that the sickness of all her other children stUfrifies 
her ; of one of which, in good fidth, I have not 
'' much hope ; and these meet with a fortune so 
** ill provided for physic, and such relief that if 
** God should ease us with burials, I know not 
how to perform even tliat ; but I flatter mysdf 
with this hope, that I am dying too, fir I 
cannot waste faster tlian by sucli griefs. As 

"for 

'* From my hospital at Micham, 
Aug. 10. •• JOHN DONNE.* 

Thus did he bemoan himself: and thus in ether 
letters. 

— ^*' For we hardly discover a sin, whai it is 
* but an omission of some good, and no accusing 
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** act : with this or the former, I have often sus- 
^ pected m3r8elf to be overtaken ; which is, with 
^ an over-earnest desire of the next life. And 
^ Uiough I know it is not merely a weariness of 
** diis ; because I had the same desire when I went 
^ with the tide, and enjoyed fairer hopes than I 
^ now do ; yet I doubt worldly troubles have in- 
^ creased it It is now spring, and all the pleasures 
^ of it displease me ; every other tree Uosschus, 
^ and I wither : I grow older and not better ; 
** ray strength diminisheth and my load grows 
^' heavier, and yet I would fain be or do some- 
^ thing : but that I cannot tell what, is no wonder 
^ in this time of my sadness : for to choose is to 
^ do ; but to be no part of any body is as to be 
^ nothing; and so I am, and shall so judge myself, 
^ onless I could be so incorporated into a part of 
^ the world, as by business to contribute some 
^ mistentatioii to the whole. This I made account ; 
** I bqpuEi early, when I understood the study of 
^ our laws ; but was diverted by leaving that and 
^ embracing the worst voluptuousness, an hydrop- 
^ tique immoderate desire of human learning and 
^ languages^: beautiful ornaments indeed to men 
^ of great fortunes ; but mine was grown so low as 
^ to need an occupation, which I thought I entered 
^ wdl into^ when I subjected myself to such a 
^ aenioe as I thought might exercise my poor 



^ Doolie^ in one of his poenw, uses the expression of " The 
^* iKnd bvnger of Science." 

E 3 
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' abilities ; and there I stumbled and fell too : 
^ and now I ain become so little, or sucli a nothing* 

* that I am not a subject good enough for one of 

* my own letters.*— Sir, I fear my present diacon- 

* tent docs not priHreeil from a good root, that I 
' am so well content to be nothing, tliat is» dead 

* But, Sir, thou^i my fortime hath made me aucfay 
^ as that I am rather a sickness or a disease of the 
^ world, than any part of it, and therefore neither 
^ love it nor life ; yet I would gladly live to be- 
'* come some such thing as you should not repent 
^ loving me. 8ir» your own soul camiot be more 
•* aealous for your good than I am ; and Godt who 
** loves that zeal in me, will not suffer you to 
" doubt it. You would pity me now, if you saw 
** me write, for my jMun Imtli drawn my head ao 
** much awr}\ and holds it so, that my eye oannot 
<* follow my pen. I therefore receive you into mj 
** prayers with mine own weary fioul» and oom- 
*^ mend myself to yours. I doubt iiot but nest 
** week will bring you good news ; for I have 
^ either mending or dying on my side : but if I 
'^ do continue longer tlius, I shall have comfbit in 

this, Tlmt my blessed Saviour, in exenasing Ua 
justice uixm my two worldly parts, my Ibrtune 
** and my body* reserves all his mercy for that 
** which most needs it, my soul ; which ii^ I dwhCp 
^ too like a porter that is very often near the gito^ 
and yet goes not out. — Sir, I profess to you 
truly, tlrnt my loathness to give over writing 
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^ nom^ fleemt to nqrself a sigR Ifhat I shaft write 
^ no mo re" ! ■»! 

^ Yout poei friend^ and God's pom patient', 
tePT, 7. - JOHN I)ONNK* 

Bj tltts ycu have %een a pwt cf the picture of 
Ub Mnow fbrtiHM, and the perplexkiet of hi« 
yneiPMi miBd ; and thufl it continued with him 
lor about two jetua^ aU which time his fkaiilj 
nanuned eonstantly at Micham, and to which 
piece he often retired hiiuseh^ and destined some 
dajTS to a constant study of some points of eontro* 
irtnjr betwixt Ae English and Rcxnan Chuxch, 
mni opedaUj those of supremacy and allc^panee 



^ Tnw uttEt nMWt' tmtx^nf^y criiibnt • f^SMOty pictiir^ oT 
J KHHS tr A gmdi man iamggling wkh pwerty uad ackm 
Jmoit aiiiking under the pressure of accumulated miseiy, 
bat hippfly deriving consolation from tliis reflection^ that while 
Hi ioJf aedi hk foituae cmA^ taSertd, tbe tender mercy of God 

nnmmmimnAfhm Us aauE I n anothef letter he thus detcribeB 

ill akl ikaatkm^--*^ I wriir from th« fiie^ade m «y parlour, 
" «Dd in the noise of three gamesome childveiv and by ibe side 
^ of her, whom because I have transplanted into a wreiched 
I nmit lahour Iq diegiUBe that from her by all such 
dbvioes •• S^^iag her my company axnl dircourde." 
TWnwumM hmfbimy of thia^ unfartuiMite mairiage affucds a most 
katogfam leMoa of iBBtnMkifiO ta young persoasL Inanatfairof 
Mrih esnsMNMsm ta tieir wrifiure ixk iatuse life, the utmutt cau* 
the meat rigiA drtuawpcrfion arc necetwiry. Coni^exiom^ 
witltoQt the eipieaa coofeot and approbation of parenU 
gWOTiliawn, are 8» far iltNn being productive of domestic hliss^ 
Aey are g aea ta Hy marked with diaapipoialments miifortuncv 
and penitential sorrow. 

£4 
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And to that place, and such studien, he oouU 
willingly have wedded himself during his life; 
but the earnest persiuision of friends, became afc 
last to be so powerful, as to cause the removal of 
himself and family to Jx>ndon, where Sir Robert 
Drewry ^, a gentleman of a very noble estate, and 
a more liberal mind, assigned him and his wife an 
useful apartment in his own large hooae in 
Drewry-lane, and not only rent*free, but was also 
a cherisher of his studies, and sudi a friend as 
sympatliised with him and liis in all their joy and 



sorrows'. 

At tliis time of Mr. Donne's and his wife's 



living in Sir Robert's house, the Lord Hay 
by King James, sent upon a glorious embassy to 
the then French King Henry the Fourth; and 
Sir Robert put on as sudden a resolution to 



^ 5nr RoBiRT DsuRV was the pitron of Dr. Jmtfh HaflL 
Bishop of Norwich, wtib ctodicm t— to him hii Pint, at hs dasi 
to Lady Dniry «' The Seoood Century of Meditatiooa md Vof«% 
'* Divine and Moral" 

• The death of a young lady, the daughter of Sir Robert Drarjp 
afforded to Dr. Donne a aubject for the excrciae of hk 
two poems. " I. An Anatomie of the Worid, wherein fagr 
sion of the untimely death of Mirtrcu Elisabeth Dnvy, 
frailty and decay of thia whole world it npi tat n t f d. 

Fbft Annivermry. II. Of the Vngnmt of tht S 

Wherein, by occanon of the religiona death of Miab 
beth Dniry, the inoammoditiea of the loule in thia hA^ 
her esakation in the neit, sic oontenplalad. The 
Annivcnary." 



« 
ii 



JOHN DONNE. 78 

pmy Um to the Froich court, and to be present 
at bis audience there *". And Sir Robert put on 
m sudden a resolution, to subject Mr. Donne to be 
his companion in that journey. And this desire 
was suddenly made known to his wife, who was 
tlien with diild, and otherwise under so dangerous 
a haUt of body, as to her health, that she professed 
an unwillingness to allow him any absence finom 
her ; saying, ^ Her divining soul boded her some 
^ iD in his absence,** and therefore desired him not 
to leave her. This made Mr. Donne lay aside all 
thoughts of the journey, and really to resolve 
agunst it. But Sir Robert became restless in his 
persuasions for it, and Mr. Donne was so generous 
as to think he had sold his liberty when he received 
so many diaritable kindnesses from him, and tdd 
his wife so, who did therefore with an unwilling- 
willingness " ^ve a faint consent to the journey, 
whidi was {uroposed to be but for two months; 
&r about that time they determined their return. 
Vnthin a few days after this resolve, the Ambassar 



* Tlie Aothon of the Biographia Britannica obsetTe, that 
Mr. Wahon ia mistaken in his information^ when he writesy that 
Sir Bflbcrt -Dmry aooompanied the Lord Hay in his embassy 
flan King Janes to the French King ; for that Lord was not 
floit Ambassador to France, until July IG16 : whereas it is evi- 
dsnt from the dates of some of Mr. Donne's letters, that he was 
at Ftfia with Sir Robert Drury in I6l2. 

* Emm MMin yt Ov/cf HoM. 

i fm^jm n ««» OaXvr Euur. iv HsctJi. 
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dor. Sir Robert, and Mr. Donne left London, mA 
were the twelfth day got all aofe to Paris. Two 
days after their arrival there, Mr. Donne waa left 
alone in that room in which Sir Robert, aad Wh 
and some other firicnds had dined together. To 
this place Sir Robert returned within half an hour; 
and as he left, so he found Mr. Donne donew but 
in such an ecstacy, and so altered as to his looks, as 
amazed Sir Robert to behold him ; insomuch thai 
he earnestly desired Mr. Donne to declare wWt 
had befallen liim in the diort time of his abattce 
To whidi Mr. Donne was not able to' make a 
present answer ; but after a long and perplexed 
pause, did at last say, ^ I have seen a dieadfid 
<* vinon since I sow you ; I have seen my dev 
^ wife pass twice by me through this room» witk 
^ her hair hanging about her diouldars, and a dead 
^ child in her arms : this 1 have seen since I mm 
** you." To which Sir Robf.-rt re|>lied, *' Sum, Sii; 
^ you liavc slept since 1 saw you» and this ia tkt 
** resnh of some melancholy dream, wlikrh I demot 
" you to forgt't, for you are now awake.** To 
which Mr. Donne s reply was, '' 1 cannot be 
** that I lunv live, than tliat I have not slept 
** I saw you ; and I am as sure, that at her 
" appearance she stopped, and looked me m die 
*' face, and vanished.** — ^Rest and sleep had not 
altered ^f r. Donne*s opinion the next day ; for he 
then affirmed this vision with a more deliberate^ 
and so confirmed a confidence, that he indined Sir 
Robert to a fidnt belief that the visiott was 
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It is truly said, that desire and doubt have no rest ; 
and it proved so witli Sir Robert, for he immedU 
stdy sent a servant to Drevrry House, with a 
charge to hasten back, and bring him word, 
whether Mrs. Donne was alive : and if alive, in 
what condition she was as to her health. — The 
twelfUi day the messenger returned with this 
account — That he found and left Mrs. Donne very 
lad, and sick in her bed ; and that after a long and 
dangerous labour, she had been delivered of a 
dead child. And upon examination, the abortion 
proved to be the same day, and about the very 
hour that Mr. Donne afBrmed he saw her pass by 
him in lus diamber. 

This is a relation that will beget some wonder ; 
and it well may, for most of our world are at 
present possessed with an opinion that visions 
and mirades are ceased. And though it is most 
certain, that two lutes being both strung and 
tuned to an equal pitch, and then one played 
Ufotif tlie other, that whieli is not toudied, being 
lidd upon a table at a fit distance, wiU (like an 
0AO to a tnunpet) warUe a faint audible har- 
moiiy, in answer to tXxe same tune, yet many 
wiU not believe there is any sudi Uiing as a 
sympathy of souls : and I am wdl pleased, that 
9V€ffy reader do enji^ his own <^inian; but if 
the unbdieving will not allow the believing reader 
of this story a liberty to believe that it may be 
truei then I wish him to consider, many wise 
men have bdi0ved» that the ghort of Julius Ciasar 
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did appear to Brutus* and that both St Austin^ 
and Monica his mother, had visions in order t> 
his conversion. And though these, and many 
others (too many to name) have but the authority 
of human story, yet the incredible reader may 
find in the sacred story ^1 Sam. xxviii.>, that 
Samuel did appear to Saul even afler his death 
(whether really or not, I undertake not to deter- 
mine). And Bildad, in the book of Job (chap. iv.\ 
says these words ; '' A spirit passed before my 
*' face, the hur of my head stood up, fear and 
** trembling came upon me, and made all my 
*' bones to shake.** Upon which wcmls I wiD 
make no comment, but leave them to be oon* 
sidered by the incredulous reader, to whom I 
also commend this following consideration :— Tliat 
there be many pious and learned men that be- 
lieve our merciful God hath assigned to eveiy 
man a particular guardian angel*, to be his oon- 
stant monitor, and to attend him in all his dangen 
both of body and soul. And the opinion, dnt 
every man hath his particular angel, may gain 
some authority by the relation of St Petert 
miraculous deliverance out of prison (Actg xiL> ; 
not by many, but by one AngeL And thia 
belief may yet gain more credit, by the uwki^ 
considering, that when Peter, after his enlaige- 
ment, knocked at the door of Mary the motfwr 



« ()f the very probaUe tnith of tliit praporition, so 
to sn ipood facn, tee B99kop AnT # oSsnsoRf ^ mi. //• p^ 49a. 
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fef John, and Bode the maid-fltfvant bdng tur- 
jrised with joy that Peter was there, did not 
et him in, but ran in haste and tdid the disciples 
[who were then and there met together) that 
Peter was at the door, and they not believing 
ity said she was mad ; yet when she again affirmed 
it, though ibey believed it not, yet they concluded 
and said — '* It is lus angd.** 

More observations of this nature, and inferences 
fiom them, might be made to gain the relation 
a firmer belief; but I forbear, lest I, that intended 
to be but a relator, may be thought to be an 
aogaged person for the proving what was related 
to me; and yet I think myself bound to declare, 
that though it was not told me by Mr. Donne 
himself it was told me (now long since) by a 
person of honour, and of such intimacy with him, 
that he knew more of the secrets of his soul, 
than any person then living; and I think he 
told me the truth: fw it was tdd with such 
drcumstances and such asseveration, that (to say 
Bodiing of my own thoughts) I verily believe 
he that told it me did himself believe it to be 
true 

I finfoear the readar*s fiurther trouble, as to the 
idation and what conoarns it, and will conclude 
mine with commending to his view a copy of 
venes given by Mr. Donne to his wife at the 
time that he then parted from her: and I beg 
leave to tell^ that I have heard some critics, 
learned both in languages and poetry, say, that 
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none of the Greek or Latin poets did ev«r 
equal them. 

A VALEDICTION, 

FORBIDDING TO MOURN. 

At virtumit men pa08 niildly away, 

And wliinper to their aouk to go. 
While tome of their lad fnendt do Mgy, 

The brcftUi goes now; and soma mj— Mo: 

So let iM melt and make no ncMse ; 

No i^ind-iighs or tear-floods us move : 
'Twere profanation of our joys. 

To idl the laity oar lore. 

Movings of the earth cause htfms and fieait ; 

Men reckon what they dkl or meant: 
But trepidation of the spheres, 

Though greater far, is innocent 

DuD sublunary lovers' low 

(Whose soul is sense) cannoC admit 
Absence; because that doth lonova 

Those things that elemented it. 

But we by a Mnil so much refin'd. 

That our souls know not what it is, 
Intfli^Msurcd of the mind. 

Care not hands, eyes, or lipa to miasb 

Our two souls therefore, which arc one^ 

Though I must go, endure not yet 
A breach, but an expansion. 

Like gold to airy th i nn a tt baaC 



If W^ TO tWOy W^ W two M ^ 

As fliiff twin-ooopflflMt Of tiro: 
Tl^ aool, the fix'd foot, makeB no ahow 
To move, but does if th' other da 

And ihuajgin tiioie m tiie ORiti% rit, 

Yel, wlitn mj oUmt te dbis toai^ 
Thine leans and hearkens after it. 

And grows erect as mine comes home. 

Sudi dkm nmst be to me, who mxM, 

Uke tk' other Ibot, obliquely run : 
lliy firnmess makes my drde just. 

And me to end where I begun. 

I return fix>m my account of the visum* to tdll 
the remietf that both before Mr. Donne's gomg 
into fVanee* at his bring there, and after his re- 
tum, many of the nobility and others, that were 
powerful at court, were watchful and solicitous to 
the King for some secular employment for him. 
The King had fonneriy both known and put a 
vahie upon his company ; and had also given him 
0ome hopes of a state-employment, being always 
much pleased when Mr. Donne attended him, 
wperially at his meab ^ where there were usually 



p Jmnm L took gKat pk esu i o m the c o nv e ffs sti ea of those 
d i f hm nhe attended hit ooort It was usual with him, p«i» 
tieolarly at his meahi, to d is co ur se with them, as wdl upon the 
cootrofenial points of religion, as upon Tarioos topics of litem* 
tme. In the deficatkn of ** An Answer to a ChaBenge made 
by m Jcsoite m Irdand, l6e4," to the King, the celebrated 
% hsfing pif ft iA e J hfao tQ tho Emperor Theodtmus dhe 

Yom^^, 
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many deep diaoounes of general learning, and 
very often friendly disputes or debates of religioa 
betwixt his majesty and those divines whose 
places required their attendance on him at those 
times ; particularly the Dean of the Chapel, who 
then was Bishop Montague "> (the publisher of the 
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Younger, and to Akuof» thus addrcMM his Migeslj. ^ It ii 
acknowledged^ even by nidi af diflier fhmi jou in the pomt ef 
religian, at a matter that hath added more than or dinai y 
" luftre to your rojal estate, that jfon doe mMjbrhemr w wmek at 
at the time rf ifow bodify repast to kave.for the tkem Uktfieim^ 
if yomr imieiiectmd part, yoar Higlme$9^$ table Muvivmnied wkk 
^tke aiUadmaee mtid eatfereaee rf jfoar grane mad karmad Amm. 
What inward joy my heart conceir e d ae oft as I hav» had the 
** hqipiness to be present at sodi seasons^ I fijib e ai ^ to atler, 
•* onely I wiU say with Job, tke eare which heard ffoa hkmodfoa, 
«< and the eye which mm yoa gmte animetee to yaa," Dr. Joasph 
Hall in his Holy Panegyric hath drawn a paralU between tk 
Roman Emperor Omatantine and King James. " CoMlsaiias 
•' ssSe in the midst of bishops, as if he was one of dicni. Khy 
" James, besides his solemn conferences, voucfasafts not 
«< to wpend his meab in discourse with his bishops and 
<< worthy divines." See Buhop Halts fVorke, p. 444. 



<i The fifth son to Sir Edward Mentagne, and brotfasr to Bi« 
ward the fint Lord Montague of Bnmghton, eminent fiv 
learning and liberality, and usuaUy called ** King Jame^a 
siastical Favoarite." He published his M^Jcety's works 
this tide: " King James's Works, published by Ji 
of Wintun, and Deane of his Migesty's CiMppel BeyaL I 
III. V2 V. Lor / hate giwen thee m mite amd am 
heart. I^ondon UiKi." He afterword translated them ialD 
He died in iGlS, having been bishop of Winchestv only twn 
ywrs. He was buried in the Abbey church of BsA» 
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learned and eloquent works ^ of his ^lajest}), and 
t he most reverend Dr. Andrews, the late learned 



>rhile he filled the see of Bath aiid WeWi, lie rqwir^l aiul 
beautified at a great expense, having been excited to tliis act uf 
munificence in the following manner : When lie l^kl his primary 
visitation in the church of Bath^ the businesjt being clone oiul 
the benediction given, Sir John Harrhigton stood up in the mul>!. 
of the congregation and addressed his lordship in a Latin pociu 
on the ruinous state of the buildings of the chinrch, and aw- 
eluded with a prophecy of its fiitnre flourishing and beautiful 
condition under the auspices of the Bishop. 

Te nanpe ad decus hoc peperit Natura ; rcplevit 
Dotibus eximiis Deus : Ars perfecta polivit : 
In grenuo refinret ter magni gratia regis 
DHmnUfOft bonis tanta ad molimina natis* 
Hoc toa tt virtus, aorte andUante, propellit, 
Eage; opoa hoc mirs pietatisjperfice. 

TheBMhop^ ao far from being di^leased at this bold and unuiual 
addhm^ answered it in a short Latin speech, and promisitl to 
realm the catbcdraL 

' How fiur the works of this Royal Author deserve the q)it)i(*l^ 
here be s t o wed upon them, I venture not to decide. " The 
Dtononolqpe^ and '' The Counterblast to Tobacco** do not ex- 
die rmty flattering aentiments of his literary acquirements. 
Quetatinns, puns, scripture, witdcoiims, superstition^ o;ttli% va* 
ni^9 preragatiTe, and pedantry, are affinnetl by tin* writer of 
the Catalogue of Rojral and Noble Authori to lie the ingredient «i 
of all hia Saned Majealy's performances. ^fVV. /. p. %\.) 



Vol tbe ineenae of praiae and adulation wsk ]il)era]ly ofit*TPi\ to 
both in bis lil»4inie and atW his <Jcath. h^u .Icrfiw^n, in 
w^natk, HMMwndt Jainet as *' ben of kin(r« and lN<t u\ 
" One of the mo^t leirneil divinr« nf h:^ tini*- « ter Ion- 

Vol I. r »'"• 
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ishop of Winchester \ who was then the King's 
Lhnoner. 



the Kin^j^s Paraphrase u|M)n the Revebtion of St. John» which 
he u said to have written liefore he wai twenty jean of age, 
to be a memonil>1e monument lef\ to all posterity, ithick ieam 
ntrer look upon, hni tfiore vcrsei of the port nfifm* edwaieM m tmt 
minHe, 

m 

Ciesaribus virtus contigit ante diem : 
Ligenium coflexte iiuis vclociuB annin 
Surgit, et ignavar fert mala domna mone. 

' Of this great divine C:i£auUni thus speaku, " De cuju* ahi 
*' doctrina in onini genere diMnplinanini quicquid dixcro miniu 
'* erit." In him were eminently united those qualiticty which 
seldom meet in one mfui, <' Scieiitia magna, mcmoria mjor, 
'* judicium maximum, at mduslria in6nita." He is said to hsve 
pojiwsM-d a critical and accurate knowledge of at Icaat CAeoi 
mo'leni tongues. Hence, no one was better qualified to be 
of the tranblators of the Bible in the reign of King Ji 
Lord Clarendon entertained so favourable an opinioii of him, 
9i% to decUre, That " if Andrews, wlio lovetl and andcMood 
" the church, had succeeded Ikincrotl in the sec of Cantcrbvy* 
*' tliat infection would ea<iily have lieen ke|)t out, which oonld 
" not aAerwardH lie so easily expelled/' fHiHarp of the lU- 
beifum, ii. /. p. RK. Etlii. 17S1J Amongst Milton's jvi-cnOe 
poems is an elegy on tlw death cif Bisliop Andrrwsi To his 
patronage the venerable Jwtcpii Mrde owed his succtss in bcoy 
elected into a fellowshi)i of Christ's College, Cambridg*. And 
it slioiiUI be always mentioned to hii Imnour, that it was naual 
with him to send fia* men of note, that he tJiought wanted pns 
ferment, aiNl to give them prebends and bencfioM under aaal 
before they knew of it. Of tliis we have a remarkable ■^■•■■*^ 
in the case v€ Mr. Bois, cm whom he conferred a p rebend of 
Ely uiuskeil fur. He was sent for to London by th« HiApp> 

Wkeo 
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About this time tliere grew many disputes that 
oonoemed the Oath of Supremacy and Allegiance \ 






it 
t« 
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When he had given him, as we commonly say, joy of it (wliich 
was his first salutation at his coming to Iiim), he told him, 
** ifaat he did bestow it treely on liim, without any one moving 
him thereto ; tliough (said lie) some pick-thanks will be s^iy- 
ing, they stood your friends herein." Wliich j)rediction 

proved very true. (Peck's Desiderata curiosa, B, VII L p. 50, J 

Fuller observes of him, tliat *' the Fathers are not more faithfully 
cited in his book, than lively copied out in his countenanct* 
mod carriage ; his gravity in a manner awing King James, who 
Rfirained from that mirth and liberty in the presence of this 
preUte, which otherwise he assumed to liimself." Of his 
wridngs perhaps the most known and the most useful U that 
Manna! of Devotions, composed in Greek and Latin for hi:i own 
prhntte «se, aid rendered into English by Dean Stanhope. For 
somfr tioie brfbre his death the manuscript was scarce ever out of 
Jus lunda. It was found worn in pieces by his fingers, and wet 
with his tctfs. A late editor of these devotions thus concludes 
his advtrtiienient to the reader. " When thou hast bought this 
^ book, enter into thy closet and shut the door ; pray with 
^ BUiop Andrews for one week, and he will be thy companion 
^ far the icsidiie of thy years ; he will be pleasant in thy life, 

" and al the hour of death he will not forsake thee." " Who," 

Mlh Bwhnp Gauden, " hath more amplencss and completeness 
" ftr a good Man^ a good Bishop, a good Christian, a good 
*< Scholar, a good Preacher, and a good Counsellor, tlum Bishop 
^ Amdmw9, a man of an astonishing excellency both at home and 

Llo^i Si0ie Worthies, p. lOlC. 



* " Then I mj did his Majesty show this Christian courage of 
*' hia mace manifiestly, when he sent the profession of his 
** laligioo, ' The Apology of tlie Oath of Allegiance,' and his 
** ^ffwiii' of the Roman Antichrist, in all languages to all Princes 
'* of Cfaristandom. By occasion of which book, tliough there 

F 2 " *»*ve 
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in which the King had appeared and engaged 
himself by his public writings now extant. And 
his Majesty discinirsing with Mr. Donne, con- 
cerning many of tlie reasons which are usually 
urged against the taking of those oaths, appre- 
hended such a validity and clearness in his stating 
the (questions, and his answers to them, that his 
iSIajesty conmiaiided him to bestow some time in 
drawing the arguments into a method, and then 
to write his answers to them ; and liaving done 
that, not to send but be his own messenger and 
bring them to him. To this he presently and 
diligently applied himself*, and within six weeks 
brought tliem to hiui» under his own liand- writing, 
as they be now printed; the book bearing the 
name of '' Pseudo-Martyr *,** printed anno 1619* 



" have risen twenty Ribshakes, who have railed 
** God, in railing against oiir religion ; and twenty 
who have railed against the person of hin Sacred Mijittji (>■ 
I mar pronounce that the ntnnher of them who h«vt haAad 
' and KiiarUxl at that hook in wrttrng iv ncarce Itmihmtfmtf}^^ 
yet scarce one ol* them all liJith undertaken the a fguinw te of 
that book, but cither repeated, and perchance enltfged 
things, which their own auUiors had shovelled together 
" subject (that is, the Pope's temporal power) ; or elw dMy iHnre 
*' bent themselves malicionfily, insolently, sacrikgiouily ffctimft 
** the* perKm of his Msjesty ; and the Pope may be A n tic h rist 
*« still, for any thing they have saitl to the contraiy." 

(Ih-. Dmn^9 Snrwmn ai Paul's Crou, Mmmk M, I6l&^ 
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<» «' ^*herein this conclusion is evicted, that tJioae who mm of 
*• the Boouw religion in this kingdom, may or ought to tdio ihr 
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When the King had read and considered that 
hook^ he persuaded Mr. Donne to enter into the 
ministry ; to wliich at that time he was, and 
4ippeared, very unwilling, apprehending it (such 
was his mistak^i modesty) to be too weighty for 
his abilities : and though his Majesty had promised 
him a favour, and many persons of worth mediated 
with his Majesty for some secular employment for 
him (to which his educatic^i had adapted him), and 
particularly the Earl of Somerset, when in his 
greatest height of favour; who being :then at 
Theobald's ' with the King, where one of the 
clerks of the council died that night; the E^l 
posted a messenger for Mr. Donne to come to him 
immediately, and, at Mr. Donne's coming, said, 
'** Mr. Donne, to testify the reaUty of my affection, 
■^ and my purpose to prefer you, stay in this gar- 
^ den till I go up to the King and bring you word 



f all^;ianop, l6lO.^ In this year Dr. Donne was inoor- 
M. A. in the University of Oxford, having already been 
to that degree at Cambridge. 



« The house at Theobald's, near Waltham in Essex, was built 
\rf the Lord High Treasurer Burghley, in the reign of Elizabeth. 
^ A place, than which, as to the fabric, nothing can be more 
^ neat, and as to the gardens, walks, and wildernesses about it, 
^ nothing can be more pleasant." James I. was so much de- 
Gghted with its aituati<H), that he gave the manor of Halfidd 
Regis in exchange for it to Lord Cecil, aflerward created Earl of 
Saiiabvrj. He died at this his favourite palace, March 27> l6S7. 
This noble and beautiful edifice was plundered and destroyed by 
the fUheis in l65L 

F 3 
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lat you are clerk of tlic council : doubt not my 

()in<; this, for I know the King loves you, and 

:now the King will not deny nic." — But tlie 

ing gave a positive denial to all requei&ts ; and, 

ing a discerning spirit, replied* ** I know Mr. 

Donne is a learned man, has the abilities of a 

' learned divine, and will prove a powetful 

' preacher, and my desire is to prefer him that 

" way, and in that way I wiU deny you nothing 

•* for him.- After that time, as he professeth in 

his Hook of Devotions. ** The King descended to 

^' a persuasion, almost to a solicitation, of him to 

'' enter into sacred orders ^** which though he then 

denied not, vet he deferred it for almost three 

years '. All which time he a])plied himself to 



f Waltoii iiruliably alludi*s to the following pasMge in the 
dedication of Donne's Book of DevoticHifl. " To the most caed* 
" lent Prince, Prince Charles. Most excellent Prince, I have 
** had three birth* ; one natural, when I citme into the worid ; 
'* one bupematural, when I entered into the miniatry ; and now 
** a preternatural birth in returning to lifi* from thi» aickneaa: 
" in my ftccond birth your Highneue's royal father TouchMJcd 
" mee hi« hand, not onely to i^ufttaine me in it, but to laMi 
" me to iL" 

' Mr. C ranger quotes a pn«*-agc from Dr. liarnick's Life olf 
Bishop Morton, relating U> l)iuine» tlut he (Uarwick) taw a por. 
trait of I>oinie at linculn's Iiui, all enveloped witli a darkiib 
•liadow, his face uiul feature^ liardly discernible, witli this ejacu- 
lation and wish written thereon : *' Dominc, illumina tcnebraa 
" meas ;" and that this wi»li was afterwani accumplishcd« whsi 
at the persuasion of King James he entered into holj onlcnu 

(Biagr. liisi. toi. ILj 
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moessant sti^ of textual divinity, atid to the at- 
tainment of a greata: perfection in the learned 
languages, Greek and Hebrew. 

In the first and most blessed times of Dhristi- 
anity, when the clergy were looked upon with 
reverence, and deserved it, when they overcame 
their <^posers by high examples of virtue, by a 
Messed patience and long-suffering; those only 
were then judged worthy the ministry, whose quiet 
and meek spirits did make them look upon that 
sacred caUing with an humble adoration and fear 
to undertake it ; which indeed requires such great 
degrees of humility ^ and labour ^ and care^ that none 
but 8udi were then thought worthy of that celestial 
dignity; and such only were then sought out, 
and sdidted to undertake it. This I have men* 
tioned, because forwardness and inconsideration 
coidd not in Mr. Donne, as in many others, be an 
aigament of insuffidency or unfitness ; for he had 
oonndered long, and had many strifes within him- 
self, concerning the strictness of life and com- 
petency of learning required in such as enter into 
sacred orders ; and doubtless, considering his own 
demerits, did hiunbly ask Gk)d with St. Paul, 
•* Lord, who is sufiident for these tilings ?" and 
with meek Moses, '' Lord, who am I ?" And 
sure, if he had consulted witli flesh and blood, 
he had not for these reasons put his hand to tlial 
holy plough. But God, who is able to prevail, 
wrestled with him as the Angel did with Jacob, 

F4 
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and marked him; marked him for hU own'; 
marked him witli a blessing, a blessiiig o£ obedi- 
ence to the motions of his blessed spirit. And 
then, as he luul formerly asked God with Mofiea* 
'' \V\\o am I ?** so now» beuig iiihpired with an 
apprehension of God*s particular mercy to him in 
the King's and otliers* solicitations of him, became 
to ask King David's thankful question, ** Lonl» 
'' who am I, tliat thou art so mindful of me?** So 
mindful of me, as to lead me for more than forty 
years tlm>ugh this wilderness of Uk* many tempt** 
tions and various turnings of a dangerous life ; so 
merciful to me, as to move the leaniedest of kings 
to descend to move me to serve at the altar ; so 
merciful to me, as at last to move my heart to 
embrace tliis holy motion: — ^Thy motions I will 
and do embrace : — A nd now I say with the hlcMod 
Mrgin, *' Be it with thy servant as seemeth best 
'* in thy siglit f and so, blessed Jesus, I do take 
the cup of salvation, and nill call upon thy namet 
and will preach thy gospel ^ 



n 



* 1% this the origin ot* Gny'ii licftutiful expreMion m hu 
Elegy in a Countr>- Cliurdi-yanl ?" 

" And meUndiol}' niark'd him for her own." 



^ I'liete juHt and exqiUMtcly beautiful reflections affix tnlinitt 
credit equally to Dr. Donne and to his Hiogra|»lier. Is it not 
devoutly to be wislied that they were deeply imprinted on the 
minds of every candidate for holy ofden ? 
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Such 8trifiss m these St Amtin "" had, when St 
Amfarofie ** endeavoured his conversion to Christi- 
anity, with which he confessed he acquainted his 
fiiend Alipius. Our learned author (a man fit to 
write after no mean copy) did the like. And 
declaring his intentions to his dear friend Dr. 
King, then Bishop of London, a man &mous in 
his generation, and no stranger to Mr. Donne's 
abilitiet,— (fcnr he had been chaplmn to the Lord 
Chanodlor, at the time of Mr. Donne's being his 
Lordship's secretary) ;-— that reverend man did re- 



^ AuotrsTiK, the famous Bishop of Hippo, and usually called 
" the gran Doctor of Africa/ was bom in 359, and died in 
4Ml Tke cnckasness and levity of the earlier period of hit 
lifc ^imir in tome measure oompensaled by the unbounded 
dmntf, the piety and seal which he displayed afler his oonver« 
aion to the true hith. This conYeraion is attributed partly to 
die tdhtdng discourses of St Ambrose, whose lectures he was 
indooed to attend through mere curiosity, and partly to the tears 
and tendor entreaties of his modier Monica. He hath so freely 
acknowledged and censured the impropriety of his former con- 
dacty in his books of Confessions, that it is justly deemed 
" tynnny to trample on him that prostrates himself." Erasmus, 
wlio hath written his life, exhibits him as the most finished 
pirttem of goodness '* quasi Deus voluerit in Augiistino tan- 
** <|nan in una tabula vividum quoddam exemplar Episcopi 
^ itpsum tare omnibus vktutum numeris absolutum." 

* Bishop of Milan, from the persuasive powers of his eloquence, 
and the charming sweetness of his language, called " the 
MdUflttous Doctor." The effects which his discourses produced 
fln SL Aogustin ase described in Cmtfunmtim, lib, r. cap, 14. 
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ceive the news with much gladness; and, after 
some expressions of joy, and a persuasion to be 
constant in his pious purpose* he proceeded with 
all convenient speed, to ordain him first deaoon, 
and then priest not long after '. 

Now the English Churcli had gained a second 
St. Austin, for I think none was so like him before 
his conversion ; none so like St. Ambrose after it : 
And if his vouth had the infirmities of the one, 
his age had the excellencies of the other; the 
learning and holiness of both. 

And now all his studies, which had been occa- 
sionally diflTused, were all concentred in divinity. 
Now he had a new calling, new thoughts, and 
a new employment for his wit and ^doquenoe. 
Now all liis earthly affections were changed inlD 
divine love ; and all the faculties of his own soul 
were engaged in the conversion of others;— in 
preaching the glad tidings of remission to re- 
penting sinners, and peace to each troubled souL 
To these he applied himself with all care and 
diligence : And now such a change M'as ^Tougfat 
in him that he could say with David, '* O how 
'* amiable are thy tabernacles, O I^rd God of 
'' Hosts r Now he declared openly, '* That when 
*' he required a temporal, God gave him a spiritual 
*' blessing." And that '' He was now gladder to 



He had bid farewri to poetry the jc«r before; hii ImI 
iv; written upon the deith of Lord Hwrington, m nob 
extraurdinory piety and learning. 
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** be a door-keeper in the house of God, than he 
'' could be to enjpy the noblest of all temporal 
** employments.** 

Presently after he entered into his holy pro- 
fession, the King sent for him, and made him his 
Chaplain in Ordinary, and promised to take a par- 
ticular care for his preferment. 

And though his long fieuniliarity with scholars 
and persons of greatest quality was such as might 
have given some men boldness enou^ to have 
preached to any aninent auditory ; yet his modesty 
in this employment was such that he could not 
be persuaded to it, but went usually accompanied 
with some one friend, to preach privately in some 
village not &r from London ; his first sermon be- 
ing preached at Paddington : This he did till his 
5fiyesty sent and appointed him a day to preach 
to him at Whitehall ; and though much was ex- 
pected from him, both by his Majesty and others, 
yet he was so happy (which few are) as to satisfy 
and exceed their expectations ; preaching the word 
so as showed his own lieart was possessed with 
those very thoughts and joys that he laboured to 
^stil into others : A preacher in earnest, weeping 
sometimes for his auditory, scHnetimes with them ; 
always preaching to himself like an angel from a 
ckmd, but in none ; carrying some, as St. Paul 
was, to heaven in holy raptures, and enticing 
others by a sacred art and courtship to amend 
their lives : Here picturing a vice so as to make 
it ugly to those Uiat practised it, and a virtue so 
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V 

as to make it be bdoved evea by thoae that loved 
it not, and all this with a most particular grace and 
an inexpressible addition of comeliness. 

There may be some that may incline to think 
(fiU(*li indeed as have not heard him), that my 
affection to my friend hath transported me to an 
immoderate commendation of his preaching : If 
this meets with any such, let me intreat, though I 
will omit many, yet that they will receive a double 
witness for M'hat I say, it being attested by a 
ji^ntleman of worth (Mr. Chidky^ a fteqaeni 
hearer of his sermons), in part of a funeral elegy 
wrote by him on Dr. Donne; and is a known 
truth though it be in verse. 

Eftch alUr had his fire 

He kept his lore but not hk object Wit 

He did not btnish, but tniupUnted it ; 

Tau^t it both tiaie and place, and braiglit it htmm 

To Pi ETT, which it doth best become. 

For say, had ever pleasure such a dreM > 

Have you seen crimen no shap'd, or loveliness 

Such as his lip did clot)*e rrligion in f 

Had nut reproof • beautj paanng sin P 

Corrupted Nature sorrow'd that she stood 

So near the danger of becoming good. 

And when he preach'd she wiah'd her ears exempt 

From PiCTV that had such power to tempt 

How did his sacnd flaUerj beguile 

Men to amend? 



' Rsther Mr. Chudleigh :— Jobn CnrDLBion. M. A. of 
CoUege in Oxford, Slid the ddeat an of Sir Geoq;* GhttdUg^ 
Bait of Alsum in Utvooihire. 
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More of this, and more witnesses might be 
Ivought, but I forbear and return*. 

That summer, in the very same montli in 
which he aiteied into sacred orders and was 






iThc dimeter of Dr. Donne^t Sermons ia fidthfully delineAted 
faj hk ton in the Dedication of them to Charles I. '' They 
'* who hftYe been conversant in the works of the holiest men 
*^ of all timesj cannot but acknowledge in these the same 
** spirit with which they writ; reasonable demonstrations every 
** where in the subjects comprdiensible by reason : As for 
** those tilings whidi cannot be comprehended by our reason 
** wiaoe, they are no where made easier to £uth than here; and 
** fir the other part of our nature^ which consists in our passions 
and in our affections, they are here raised and laid, and 
governed and disposed, in a manner, according to the will 
*' of the author. The doctrine itself which is taught here is 
*' primkhidy Christian; the Fathers are every where consulted 
** with reverence, but q)06tolical writings only appealed to as 
" the last Rule of Faith. Lastly, such b the coi^uncture 
" here if seal and discretion, that whilst it is the main scope 
" a£ the author in these Discourses, that glory be given to 
" Godj this is accompanied every where with a scrupulous 
** care and endeavour, that peace be likewise settled amongst 
"men.- 

The two following extracts will enable tlie reader to fomi a 
judgment of Dr. Donne's style and mode of writing : 

** It is not enough not to trust in flesh, but thou must 
" trust in that that is spirit And when thou art to direct 
•< thy trust upon him who is spirit, the spirit of power and 
of consolation, stop not, stray not, divert not upon evill 
spirits to seeke advancement or to sceke knowledge from 
'* them, nor upon good spirits, the glorious saints of God in 
heaven, to seeke salvation from tliem, nor upon thine own 
spirit, in an over-valuation of thy purity or tliy merits. For 
there is • pestSent pride in an imaginary humility, and an 

** iiiriectiou^ 
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made the King*8 Cliaplain, his Majesty then 
going his progress, was entreated to receive an 



€€ 
€« 
it 
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" infectiuut fouleiietie in an iinon^iiury puritj i but tinme ooriy 
" to tlie onely invisible and imiuortall C!o(l, who tiumet to thar 
"in so many names ami notion« of power and oonaoblion 
** u\ this one psalme, (Pt, Ixii.J In laat vene but one of 
" this pialmc David sayes. Cod hath Jtpokm once, and iwiee 
" J heard him. God hath said enough, but twice in thii 
hath he repeated this, in the second and in the sisth 
He onely u mjf rocke, and my salvation, and my defaiee. Aad, 
as it is inlarged in the seventh verse, mjf refuge and my gbry. 
If my r^ii^,-»what enemy can pursue me? If my defence,"^ 
'* what tentation shall wound me > If my nocir^,— whet atotlBe 
" shall sliake me ? If my salvation, — ^what melancholy shall dqcct 
" me ? If my glory,^^w)uLt calumny shall defame me ? 

" I must not stay you now, to infuse into yoa the aevcnD 
'' ooDsolations of these se^erall names and noliona of God 
" towards you. But goe your several wayes home, and 
'' soule take with him that name, which may minister 
'' comfort unto him. Let him that is pursued with m smf 
particular tentation, invest God, as God is a f^^iige, m 
sanctuar}'. Let him that is buffeted with the mcntngfr 
of Satan, battered with his own concupiscence, reccivo God, 
" as God iH his deftmce and target Let him that is dinked 
*' with perplexities in his understanding, or scrupica in faia 
** conscience, lay hold upon God, as God is his roekt and Ida 
" anchor. Let him that hath any diffident jealousie or aoipWon 
" of the fVee and full mercy of God, apprehend God, ■§ God 
" is his salvation. And him that walks in the inglorMMMmsr 
" and contempt of this world, contemplate God, as God ia Ida 
" g^^- Any of these notions is enough to any maan, but 
•« God is all theHe and all else that all soules can thinko^ to 
" e\'ery man. Wee shut up both these oonsideratioiia (i 
" should not (that is luH all), God should be relied upon) 
" that of the Prophet, Trust ye not in a friend, pad mi 
** conjidmce in a guide, keepe the doores fff thy wtomtk Jram 
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entertainmoit in the University of Cambridge; 
and Mr. Donne attending his Majesty at that 



<' Aai Ka m thy hotamt (there is the exclusion of trust in man) : 

'* And then he adds in the seventh verse, because it stands 

'* dins between num and man, / fM looke unto the Lord, I will 

^ laoke mnto the God of my sahation, my God wiU heare me" 

(LXXX. Sermons, 1640, p. 66Z. J * ' Now to make up a 

" drde, by returning to our first word, remem()er : As we 

^ remember God, so for his sake let us remember one another. 

<' In mj long absence and fiu* distance firom hence remember 

** me, as I shall do you in the ears of that God to whom the 

" fiorthest east and the farthest west are but as the right and 

** the left ear in one of us ; we hear with both at once, and 

^ he hears in both at once ; remember me, not my abilities, 

" fat wlien I consider my Apostleship that I was sent to you, 

** I WBL m 8t Fittl's quorum, quorum ego eum minimus, the least 

^ of tlMm diat have been sent ; and when I consider my in« 

^ fhnilias, I am in his quorum in anodier commission, another 

" wwj, ftonam ego maximus, the greatest of diem ; but re- 

^ wciwlirr my labomrs and endeavours, at least my desire to 

^ waeim-ware your salvation. And I shall remember yoorre- 

*■ fijgMs cfaecrfttfaiess in hearing the word, and your diristianly 

^vespect towvda all them diat bring that word unto you, 

^ and to w ar da mysdf in particular fiur above my merit And 

^ ao as yoor eyes that stay here and mine that must be far oflT, 

*'fiir flU diai distance shall meet every morning in looking 

^ Wfsn did same sun, and meet every night in looking upon 

*'die sane moon; so our hearts may meet morning and 

* and evening in that God whidi sees and hears every where ; 

** diat yon may come thidier to him with your prayers, that 

" I (if I may be of use for his glory and your edification in 

''liiia place) may be restored to you again; and may come 

** to him with my prayer, that what Paul soever plant amongst 

** yan, or what Apollos soever water, God himself wiU give 

" dia iaaaasa: That if I never meet you again till we have 
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time, liis 3Iajesty was pleased to recommend him 
to the University to be made Doctor in Divinity: 
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** all pji!Jied the gate of cK'atli, yet in the gates of hcuva I 
" may meet you all, and tliere say to my Saviour 
*' Saviour, that which he said to his father, '' Of Iktme mi 
** thou host ^ivni me have J nui iwi one" Remember me thiH» 
" you Cliat stjiy in this kingdoine of {leaoe, where no sword is 
'< (Lrawn but the swonl of j:i:»tice, as I shall remember you 
*' in Uiose kingdoraes, wlicre ambition on one side and a 
" neces»iry defence from unjust ))ersccution on the other 
** hide hath dram-n many swords ; and Clirist Jesus remember 
" us all in his kingdonie; to wliich though we must sail 
*' tlirougli a sea, it is the sea of his blood, where no soul 
*< suffers shipwreck; though we must be blown with ttrv^ 
'* winds, with sighs and groans for our sins, yet it is the 
flpirit of God that blows all this wind, and shall hlov 
away all contrary winds of diffidence or distrust ia God'a 
" mercy ; where we shall be all souldiers of one army, the 
" Lord of Hostcs, and children of one quire, the God of km* 
" mony and consent: where all clients shall retain b«t ene 
counsellor, our advocate Christ Jesus, nor present him any 
other fee but his own blood, and yet every dicnt have a 
judgment on his side, not only in a not guilty, in the m- 
mission of liis sms, but in a veniie bcmedieti, in being called So 
the participation of an immortal crown of glety: vban 
there m-ill be no difference in affection nor in mind, bat «e 
nliall agree as fully and perfectly in our alMujak and 
" in ejceUis as Ciod tlie Fatlier, Son, and Holy Ghoat« 
ill the Jmciamut hamint'm at first ; where we shall end and 
yet begin but then ; where we shall have oontinoall iva» 
*' and yet never grow lazie; fihere we shall be slM^ et to 
" resist and yet have no enemy ; where we shall live mA 
'* iwver die, where we sliall meet and never part" 

(A SrrmoH ql raiediciium ai kit goimg imio Germamj^ ef 
IJHcoiM'9 Jam, April 18, ItilJ^ DimH^s 
toi. ///. p. «80, 281. 
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Dr. Harsnett*" (aftar Archbishop of Y<»rk) was 
then Vice-Chanoellor, who, knowing him to be 
the authw of diat learned book the '^ Pseudo- 
Martyr," required no other proof of his abilities, 
but proposed it to the University, avIio presently 
mented, and expressed a gladness that they had 
luch an occasion to entitle him to be theirs ^ 



^Dr. Samoel Harsnett, Master of Pembroke Hall, Cam- 
biiilg^ was Vice-chancellor of that University in 1605 and 
in l6l4^ successively Bishop of Ciiichester and Norwich^ and 
Ardibishop of Y'ork. He died March 12, 1650. Strictness 
to historic truth precludes us from passing over in silence an 
■nlbrtiinate circumstance of his life, viz. his expulsion from 
the Mastership of Pembroke-Hall, for several practiises ex- 
hibitad i^uiist him in fifty-seven Articles; all of whidi are 
said to ha?e been so flagrant, that he chose rather to resign 
bis Ifastenh^ than to undergo an inquiry. But as the purport 
of tbese Aitides is unknown, and the nature of the charge 
brooi^ against him has never been ascertained, we remain 
m doubt what degree of censure he deserved. The inscription 
€Q his tomb was .evidently penned by himself. " Hic jacet 
'' Tainil Harsnett, quondam Vicarius hujus Ecclesie, primd 
'* ladBgniis Episcopus Cicestriensis, dem indignior Norviciemii, 
** deawn indignissimus Archiepiscopus." 

>A diferent account of tliis matter is given in two letters 
of Ifr. Chamberlain to Sir Dudley Carlton. In one dated 
Mavch 16, 1614, he writes, '' I had almost forgotten that 
'' abuDSt all the Courtiers went forth Masters of Arts, at the 
** King^B being Uiere; but few or no Doctors, save only Younge; 
** which was done by a mandate, being son to Sir Peicr, the 
" King's sdioolmaster. The Vice-Chancellor and University 
** were exceeding strict in tliat point, and refused many im- 
*' purtanities of great men ; among whom was Mr. Secretary, 

Vol. I. G * that 
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His abilities and industry in his prafeMion war 
so eminent, and he so known and so beloved bjr 
persons of ({uality, that within the first year of hm 
entering into sacred orders he had fourteen advow- 
sons of several benefices presented to him; but 
they were in the country, and he could not leave 
his beloved Ixindon^, to which place he had a 
natural inclination, having received both his birth 
and education in it, and there contracted a friend* 
ship with many, whose conversation multiplied 

" that made great nieaiiH fur Mr. WcstfieUl ; but it would notht: 
" neither the King's intrraty far Jofm Dim would prvfal ; 
yet th€*y are thrtwtrned with a mandate, which, if il it 
come, it is like they will o\}ey ; but they are rewilfied |» 
*' give him such a blow withal, that lie were better be 
" out it." 

And in another letter of nearly the same date: " Jofai 
" and one Ckeke went out Doctors at Cambridge with 
" ado, after our coming away, by the King's cxpren 
'* tliough the Vice-Chancellor and some of the HcMb 
** them openly ' Filios noctid et tenebrionen,' that aooglit 
'* to come in at the window, when there was a fair 
"But the worst is, that Dornir had gotten a revernon of ikr 
'* Deanery <if Canterbury, if nich grants ci»uld be lawful ; wll««bj 
<* he Iiath purchased himself a great deal of envy, tliat a man of 
'* liis sort bhould seek, per sallum, to intercept such a place Aw 
" to many more worthy and antient Divines." 

^ Wlfen it is recollected how much Dr. Doime ww attached le 
London, we are fturfirised to find that in one of his leltcn he 
hpeak*i cif itlaiTMjf I^mdon. Let it be remarked, that this worI 
had not at tliat time a burle«que fcu^: Donne, in oiie of has 
elegies, lias '* Death'4 jJagMy jaws ;" i. e. aifected with the 
plague. 
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tWjojrtofhblife: But an enqpfe^micnt that might 
affix him to that place would be welcome, lor he 
Mecfedit 

Immediately after his return from Cambridge 
hii wife died '» leaving him a man of a narrow un« 
aetded estate^ and (haviii^ buried five) the careful 
fiither of seven children then living, to whom he 
gave a voluntary assurance never to Inring them 
under the subjection of a step-mothw; which 
promise he kept most faithfully, burying with his 
tears all his earthly joys in his most dear and de- 
serving wife's grave "^^ and betook liimself to a most 
retired and solitary life. 

In this retiredness, which was often from the 
sight <^ his dearest friends, he became crucified to 
the wcHrld, and all those vanities, those imaginary 
pleasures that are daily acted on that restless stage ; 
and they were as perfectly crucified to him. Nor is 
it hard to think (being passions which may be both 
changed and heightened by accidents) but that that 
abundant afiection which once was betwixt him 
and her, who had long been the deliglit of his eyes 
and the companion of his youth ; her, with whom 
he had divided so many pleasant sorrows and con- 



* Mn. Donne died August 15, l6l7> on the seventh day afler 
the liirth of her twelfth child, and was buried in the parisih 
dundi of St Clefnent'Sy near Temple Bar. 

* It mpfpe%rt that Nicholas Stone, a noted statuary in tlie 
reign of James I. made a tomb for Mrs. Donne, to be placed in 
the chorch of St Clement Dane^, ibr the which he had fifteen 

G 2 P»«^ 
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tented fears, as oommon people are not capable of; 
not hard to think but that she, being now n- 
moved by death, a eommeasurable grief took as 
full possession of him as joy had donet and so 
indeed it did ; for now his very soul was efementr 
ed of nothing but sadness, now grief took so 



pieces. fWalpaU^s Anecdotes cf Pahding, Src. tfol. II. 
The ibUowing is the inscription on her tomb : 

ANNiE 
GEORGir ^ rMorede \ ^Fificv 

ROBERTI / JLotheslcyf jSomi, 

WILIELMI J ] E<[uitum T ^ NepU, 

CHRISTOPHERl 3 l^Aurator. J (^Pronepti 
Fceminc lectissinur, dOectissinueque, 
Conjugi chtfissimsp, castissinurque, 
Matri piissinue, indolgentissiiiueqiiey 

XV annis in ooiyugio tnnssctis, 

VII post XII psrtum (quorum VII 

Superstant) dies 

Immani fehre corrept« 

(Quod hoc saxum fan jussit 

Ipse pr» dolore inians) 

Maritus (miserrimum dictu) oliin 

Charsecharus 

Cineribua cineren spondet suiw 

Novo matrimonio (annoat Deus) hoc 

Loco sociandos 

JOANNES DONNE 

Sarrv Theulogis ProfeMor. 



Anno XXXIII XamX, nur et tui Jr^u 

Cly DC. XVI I. 

Aug. XV. 

(Sirgf^s Slm^t SmrMy of Lmim. I7<0» so/. //. 4 
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lull a poBseftsion of his heart, as to leave no place 
for joy; if it did, it was a joy to be alone, 
where, like a pelican in the wilderness^ he might 
bemoan himself without witness or restraint, and 
pour forth his passions like Job in the days of 
his affliction, '^ Oh that I might have the desire 
of my heart! Oh that God would grant the 
thing tliat I long for T For then, as the grave 
is became her house, so I would hasten to make 
it mine also, that we two might there make our 
beds together in the dark '. Thus ba the 
Isradites sat mourning by the rivers of BabylcHi, 
iM^en they remembered Sion*"; so he gave some 
ease to his oppressed heart by thus venting 
his scNTTOws : Thus he began the day, and ended 
the night; ended the restless night and be- 



lt 



■ This tximtrnkm of Donne's grief icminds as of the wretched 
Roneo't words : 

« I wiB sCaf with thee; 

«■ Andnevcrftoni thif pekeeof din night 

" DefMtti^nn: here wiO I ramatn 

<« With wormf, thet are thjr cheiBhrr —idi '^ 

(EamtommiMki, Ad V. Same IILj 

fai Mmikr hngoige TheMos knents the dath of Phsdni: 



(Emnfid. Hipf t iyhu , 9. HSU J 



Dn Doone n— totrl this 

G3 
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gaii the wediy day in lamentations. And thus ht 
continued till a consideration of his new engage- 
ments to God, and St. Paurs •• Wo is me if I 
^ preach not the gospel,"* dispersed those sad chnidi 
that had then benighted his hopes, and now foittd 
him to beliold the light. 

His first motion from his house was to preadi. 
where his beloved wife lay buried (in St. Clemenf s 
Church, near Temple-Bar, London,) and his text 
was a part of the Prophet Jeremiah*s Ijamentstion : 
•• Lo, I am the man tliat have seen affliction ^• 

And indeed his ver)' words and Itoks tesUlM 
him to be tnily such a man ; and they, with the 
addition of his sighs and tears, expressed in Ins 
sermon, did so work upon the affections of his 
hearers, as melted and moulded them into a com* 
panionable sadness '*, and so they left the congrega- 



P Lamentations iii. 1. 

" I am the nun whick have affliction srene, 
** Under the rod of God'a wrath havii^ becne; 

" He hath led niee to darknesae, not to l%ht, 
" And agaiMt mac all day hia hand dolh fifffat." 

DOVKK. 

During thin time of his diitms he was probably engaged lo hia 
Poetic Version of the Lamentations of Jeremiah, foDowi^g for 
the nicwt part the tnntlalion of Tremellins. 

*) His elo(|uence in the pulpit u tfaw d eK sib t d m Damal^'a 
Latin Poem: 

"vidi, 

'' Audivi, ei stupui, quotisi ontor in cde 
" Paulina stctit, ct niiri giaritctc le%'anles 

"Coitla 
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loan ; but then their houses presented them with 
objects of diversion, and his presented him with 
nothing but firesh objects of sorrow, in beholding 
many helpless children, a narrow fi»rtune, and a 
oonsideraticm of tlie many cares and casualties 
that attetid their education. 

In this time of sadness he was importuned by 
Hie grave benchers of Lincohi's Inn (who were 
onoe the companions and iiiends of his youth), to 
.accept of their lecture, which, by reascm of Dr. 
Gataker's ' removal from thence, was then void ; 
of which he accepted, being most glad to renew 
his intermitted fidendship with those whom he so 
mudi loved, and where he had been a Saul, though 
not to persecute Christianity, or to deride it, yet 
in hii inregular youth to neglect the visible prac- 



" Corda oculosque viros tenuit : dum NesloriB Hie 
** Fiidit verba (omni quant6 mag^ dulcia melle ?) 
** Nunc habet attonitoe, pandit mysteria plebi 
^ Non concesaa pmis^ nondum intcllecta : revolvunt 
^ Minntes, tacitiqne arrectis anrHnis astant. 
^ Mutatis max itie modoJbmUlqve hquendi 
^ TruHa periraetat : Fatumque et JUbUe mortis 
•^ Tempus, et in cinerts rtdeuni qudd corpora primos* 
•* Turn gemitum cunctos dare, tunc lugere vidercs, 
** Forsitan d Lackrymis aHquis mm temperat, atque 
" Ex ocwhs largum stiUat rorem." 

* Bir. Walton tdb us, that Dr. Dornie was chosen preadber to 
ike Sodctj «f Linodn's Inn, upon the removal of Mr. Thomas 
ixiteker. Bat this is a mistake : for Mr. Gataker, who is im- 
fHopcrly styled Doctor, having never taken any degree but that 
fif JBaobekr of Diviwty, left Lincohi's Inn for the rectory of 

G 4 Rotherhithe 
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tice of it; there to become a Paul, and preach 
salvation to his beloved brethren. 

And now liis life was as a shining light among 
his old friends, now he gave an oailar testimony 
of the strictness and regularity of it; now he 
might say as St. Paul adviseth his Corinthiam» 
'' Be ve followers of me, as I follow Christ, and 
'' walk as ye have me for an example.*" Not the 
example of a busy-body, but of a contemplatiTe, 
a liamiless, a humble, and a holy life and conver- 
sation. 



Hothciliithe in Surrey, in iGll ; tix yean before Dr. Donne 
chosen there.— Mr. Thomas (iataker, a wild, judickNUp 
truly pious divine, highly esteemed by Salmasius and oClMr 
learned foreignem, was the autlior of a treatise, onoe ninch rwad, 
" Of the Nature and llx of Lots, &c." and was justly oeMmtod 
for hi:i critical knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew lingiii^ri 
Being one of tlie Assembly of Divines appointed by FailianMni 
in 1(>I:2, he conducted himself in tliat department with singnkr 
prudence and moderation. In tlie Assembly's Annotations on 
the Bible, he executed with uncommon ability that division which 
included Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentations. His Explicatkn 
of Jeremiah x. 1 J, nubjected him to tlie severe *'— »y*»ima of 
the famous a&trologer William Lily, againut whom he wniie 
" A DufCourbe A|Kilugcticul. wliercin Lilie's lewd and loud lin in 
"in his Merlin or IV>quil for the year iG-'y^ are dearly kid 
" o|)on, &c." His hou}>e bore the re»embhince of a coUtp, 
will TO iiuny young men, foreigners as well as native*, coo- 
tin u«ill> att4.*iidcil to receive instructions fVom his Icdurvai The 
niu»t approved ot* his works are *' A Disaertation upon the Style 

• of Uie New Tegument" " A Tract de Nomine T 

* grammato— Adversaria Miscellanea. " Prefixed to thia 
work, published by his m\, ia his own life, written fay hfaMflf 



JOHKBONNi:: 105 

The lave of that noble Society was expressed to 
him many ways; for, besides fkir. lodgings that 
were set apart and newly fiimishedl for him ynth 
all necessaries, other courtesies were' also daily 
added ; indeed so many, and so freely, as if they 
meant their gratitude should exceed his merits: 
And in this love-strife of desert and liberality, 
tbey continued for the space of two years, He 
preadiing faithfully and constantly to them, and 
tliey liberally requiting him. About which time 
the Emperor of Germany died, and the Palsgrave, 
who had lately married the I^y Elizabeth, the 
King's only daughter, was elected and crowned 
King of Bohemia ; the unhappy beginning of 
many miseries in that nation '. 

King James, whose motto ^ (Beati pacificij did 
truly speak the very thoughts of his heart, endea- 
voured first to prevent, and after to compose the 
discords of that discomposed state ; and amongst 



* Upon the death of the Emperor Matthias, his nephew 
Fcrdbiand^ who succeeded him in the imperial dignity, caused 
himaelf to be proclaimed King of Bohemia. The States of 
Bohemia oonaidering their crown as elective, made a tender of it 
to Frederic, Elector Palatine, son-in-law to the King of England, 
who munediately accepted the offer, and marched all his forces 
into Bohemia in support of his new subjects. 

< James was not aware of Queen Elisabeth's maxim, or at least 
he was not desirous of practising it, that " the people of England 
" are more governable in times of war than in times of peace." 
Yet, notwithstanding his well-known pacific disposition, the 
Adulation of a Scotch poet (Alexander Bojk) hath compared him 

to 



106 THE LIFK OF 

Other his aideavours, did theii send the Lofd Hay % 
ICarl of Doiicaster, his Ambassador to those iin* 
settled Princes ; and by a special command fimni 
liis Majesty, Dr. Donne was appointed to assist 
and attend that employment to the Princes of the 
Union ; for wliidi the Earl was most glad» who 
had always put a great value on him, and taken a 
great pleasure in his conversation and disoouiae: 
And his friends of Lincoln's Inn wen as glad ; lor 
they feared that liis inuxiodcrate study, and indniai 
for his wife's death, would, as Jacob said, ** make 
liis days few,*" and respecting his bodily healthv 
e^-il" too ; and of this there were many viable 
signs. 

At his going ' he left hb friends of Llnooln*! 
Inn, and they him with many reluctations ; for 






to Minerva £m bin wkdon, and to " Ma» fur his w 

" qualities." 

IViniiift in orbe Dcu.<(, qui jiingid PaDjiila Marti, 
£t facih ut litulis (xnlnt uterqiic tuiju 



"^ or wluiin «rt* I^rd Clarcndun'ft Hivtory of tlic Rcbrilioa, 
\ol. 1. p. (jl, Hvo ecliL 1705. 

■ He thuH mentions his journey in a Latin letter to Sir Hcwy 
Gooilyere. " Eluoescit mihi nova nee im^jportuna nee h 
" (paulo quiim optaram fortassis magis inbonora) oocmio 
visendi rcgna, Uberosque perquam amantaasinue oonji^gis figm 
nora oKeraque hujus aiirv oblectainenta aliquot ad annoa 
** reUnquendL" Upon this occasion he preached m Semon «f 
valediction at Lincbka's Inn, Aprfl 18, l6l% firom whcnot ai 
octract ia inserted b a preoeding note. 



fff 
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thoagh he eonld not my as St Paul to his Ephe- 
nans, ** Behold you to whom I have preached the 
'' kingdom of God shall from henceforth see my 
•* face no more ;" yet, he briieving lumself to be in 
a consmnption questioned, and they feared it ; all 
concluding that his trouUed mind, with the help 
of his miintennitted studies, hastaiad the decays 
of Ids weak body : But God, who is the God of all 
wisdom and goodness, turned it to the best ; for 
tins em]rfoyment (to say nothing of the event of 
it) did not only divert him from those too serious 
studies and sad thoughts, but seemed to give him 
a new life, by a true occaMon of joy, to be an eye- 
witness of the health of his most dear and most 
honoured mistress, the Queen of Bohemia, in a 
foreign nation, and to be witness of tint gladness 
which she expressed to see him : Who, having 
formerly known him a courtier, was much joyed 
to see him in a canonical habit, and mate glad to 
be an ear-witness of his excellent and powerful 
preaching ^ About fourteen months after his de- 
parture out of England, he returned to his friends 



7 This unfortunate princess, from her mudble and engaging 
manoen, was caDed ^ The Queen of Hearta."— ^ God hath 
^ now at last east her mto an oeoan of oahanities, in which she 
<« atin rcmafais a floathig example ta «^her prinoas dT the insta* 
*• bOi^ of fortune^ as she did in her prosperity, of civility and 

"joodness.** (Othioirm.) In Dr. Donnas Ptoems b an 

fpirhalamium or marriage-song on the Lady Elisabeth and 
Coant Faktine being married on St Valentine's Day : I quote 
the biynning of it as a qpedmen of Domie's Poetry. 

fHafl 
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of Lincoln's Inn, with his sorrows modertted and 
his health improved, and there betook himself to 
liis constant course of preaching. 

About a year afler his return out of Germany, 
Dr. Carey * was made Bishop of Exeter, and by 
his removal the Deanery of St Paul's being 
vacant, the King sent to Dr. Donne, and ap* 
pointed him to attend him at dinner the next 
day. When his Majesty was sat down, before he 
had eat any meat, he said after his pleasant man* 
ner, '' Dr. Donne, I have invited you to dinner, 

and though you sit not down with me, yet I 

will car\'e to you of a dish that I know you love 
*' well ; for knowing you love Liondon, 1 do there- 
** fore make you Dean of Paul's ; and when I have 
** dined, then do you take your beloved dish home 
'' to your study, say grace there to younelf, and 
** much good may it do you.*" 

Immediately aft;er he came to his Deanery^ he 



«« 



<( 
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Hail Biiliop Valentine, whoae day i« this, 

'* All the aire is thy diocb, 

'« And all the cfaiq>ing diarialen 
And other birds are thy pariihioners, 

*' Thou manyest every yeare 
The Kriciue larke, and the grave whispering dore« 
The sp ar row that neglects his life for love. 
The household bird, with the red stomadMr." 



* Valentine Camv, Ifsatcr of Christ's CoU^^ in Cani- 
bridge, and Dean of St. Panl's, is said lo have betfi ban ki 
Northumberland. He was uju sccr at ed Bishop of Exctcr» Nov. 
20, \CiM, and having well guf w nod this cfaorch about u yo0«« 
he died June 10, IfoG. 
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employed wovkmen to repair and beautify the 
Ghapd, sufiering, as hxAy David once vowed, /^ His 
^ eyes and temples to take no rest till he had first 
** beautified the house of God.'' 

The next quarter following, when his fiither-in- 
law. Sir George Moor (whom time had made a 
lover and admirer of him) came to pay him the 
OQiiditioned sum of twenty pounds, he refiised to 
reoave it, and said« as good Jacob did, when he 
beaid his bdioved son Joseph was alive, ** It u 
^ enough ; you have been kind to me and mine ; 
^ I know your present condition is such as not to 
^ abound, and I hope mine is or will be such as 
^ not to need it ; I will therefore receive no more 
** fifom you upon that contract,'' and in testimony 
of it fifedy gave him up his bond. 

Immediately after his admission into his Deanery, 
the Vicarage of St Dunstan in the West ', Lon- 
don^ fell to him by the death of Dr. White \ the 



* Isaac Walton, our biographer^ was an inhabitant of tliis 
parithy and thus became intimately acquainted with Dr. Domic. 

^Ur. Thomas White, much admired as a preacher, died 
Maveh 1^ 1628^ and was buried in his chancel of the diurch of 
Sc Dimstan in the West Having founded a lecture in moral 
phUoaophy at Oxfiird, and being also distinguished for manj 
odicr charitable benefactions, the heads of the university directed 
an oration to be publicly delivered, on occasion of his death, by 
WiUkm Price, the first reader of that lecture. This, oration, 
with several copies of verses written upon the same subject, 
wm printed under the title of '' Sdiola Moralis Philosophise 
OsQBu in (bnere WhW poUata. Oxon. 1624," 4to. 

fWootTi Ath. Ox, J 
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advowioii of it having been given to him kMig 
before by his honoumUe frieikU iUehaid Eul ef 
Dorset % dien the patron, and confirmed by his 
brother, the late deceased Edwaid \ both of tliem 
men of miidi honour. 



^ " Principibus plancowe vim nan uhinu lant cit" Hoa 

The character of this noblemAtiy Richaiid (Sackvills) Biri 
oTDonetftheftieiiil and pttron of Dr. Donne^ kthos 
by the pen of hii lady, Aimev daHghtcr and heir of 
ClifTord, Earl o£ Cumberlancl, in the manuscript which ahe hai 
left, containing tlie history of her life. " He wwb," sajs db^ 
*' in his own nature of a just mind, of a sweet diipositian, and 
'' very valiant in his own person : He had a great adrant^ge in 
** bia breeding by the wtadon and discMtion of his 
'' ThcoMa £ari of Dorset* Lord H%b Tnasuerof 
" who was then held one of the wisest men of that tint; hf 
" which means he was so good a scholar in all manaer of kam- 
*' mg, that in his youth when he lived in the Univcnitj of 
" Oxford, there was none of the young nobOhy then itadnb 
<< there, that excelled him. He was also a good patriot l» Us 
** countr}', and generally w«ll beloved in it, much esteemed in 
*' all the parlianienu that Mt in his time ; and so great a knvr 
" of scliolan and soldiers, as that with an excessive bowitj tt>* 
" wanlii thciii, or iruWed any of worth that were in distress^ he 
*' did much diminish his estate : As also, with exoesi 
" digality in house-keeping and other noble ways at 
*' tihing, masking, and the like ; Prince Henry being tiianaEvc; 
" who was much addicted to those noble exercises^ and of wham 
" he was mnch beloved." 

(iAjiUtuff Pteragt, voL tt. p. I JH» 19^J 



"* This nubleraaii, Edward (Sackvillc) Earl of Donct, 
entrusted with the command of the Engliiih Ibraca which 
sent to the assisunce uf tlie King of Bohemia in I61O; and in 

Ike 
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% tiieMi and odiar eodeoMticBl endofrmeiits 
wMdh f^ to him about fhe niiie timesi given to 
fajm tameAy by the Eari of Kent, be was enabled 



to become diaritable to the poor and kind to his 
frienda, and to make such profiiMon for his chil* 
dren, that they were not left scandalous, as relating 
to their or hia profession snd quality. 

The next parliament, which was within that 
p W scn t jeur, he was chosen Prcdocutor'' to the 
Colivooation, and about that time was appointed 
by his Majesty, his most gracious master, to preach 
Tery many oocarional sermons, as at St. Paul's 
Crass and other places; all which empk>yments 
lie p ei lbm ied to the admiration of the represents* 
Ihie body of the whole deigy of this nation. 

He was onoe, and but <moe, douded with the 
King's displeasure, and it was about this time; 
wUA was occasioned by some malicious whisperer, 
wfco told his Majesty that Dr. Donne had put on 



lilt tMBftt Jttor WM aiqpouiled Ambftsstdor tD the court of France. 

or dK mdndioly oOMtrophe of a dud with his intinuite friend 
Bmice, SM The GuanUiuu, Na 129> 1^3. During the dvil 
be distinguished himself by his loyalty to Charles I. with 

whoae death he was so deeply afiected^ that after that event he 

never went mM, of his own house. He died July 17> 1652. 

• On Una occwaen he vpcke a Latin oration as his inauguration 
speech^ which is eitant in his '' Poems, &c. Svo;, London, 1719*" 
Dr. Joseph Hall preached the Latin sermon on the opening of 
diia CoDTocatioQ, which was h^ in l6i^, and in which large 
mbiidies were gmted by the clergy to the King. 
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the general humour of the pulpits, and wai be* 
oome busy in insinuating a fear of the King^i 
inclining to Popery, and a dislike of his govern- 
ment, and particularly for the King's thai .tuming 
the Evening Lectures into catechising, and eic 
pounding tlie Prayer of our Ix>rd, and of the 
Belief and Conunandments. His Majesty was the 
more inclinable to believe this, for that a person of 
nobility and great note, betwixt whom and Dfc. 
Donne there had been a great friendship, vras it 
this very time discarded the court (I shall fbrbew 
his name unless I had a fairer occasion), and justly 
committed to prison, which begot many rumours 
in the common people, who in this nation think 
they are not wise unless they be busy about what 
they understand not, and espedaUy about re- 
ligion. 

The King received this news with so much 
discontent and restlessness, that he would not 
suffer the sun to set and leave him under this 
doubt, but sent for Dr. Donne, and required hu 
answer to the accusation, which was so dear and 
satisfactory, that the King said *' He was right 
** glad he rested no longer under the suspicion.*' 
When the King had said this. Dr. Donne 
kneeled down and thanked his Majesty, and 
pn)tcstoil his answer was fsuthful and free from 
all colhision, and therefore ** desired that he might 
*' not risi\ till, as in like cases he always had 
" from G<k1, ^ hv might liave fn)ni his Miyesty 

some V- lAC tluit he i»tood dear and fiur in 



• • K. 



JOHK nOKKK. IIS 

"" hiB opmion." At which the King raised liim 
fiom bis loiees with his own hands, and '' pro- 
** tested he believed him, and that he knew he 
** was an honest man, and doubted not but that 
^ be loved him truly.'' And having thus dis- 
missed him, he called some Lords of his Council 
into his chamber, and said with much earnestness 
^ My Doctor is an honest man ; and, my Lords, 
** I was never better satisfied with an answer 
** than he hath now made me ; and I always 
** lejoice when I think that by my means he be- 
^ cttBe a divine." 

He was made Dean in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and in his fifty-fourth year a dangerous sick- 
ne« seiaed him, which inclined him to a con- 
uiDptioB. But God, as Job thankfuUy acknow- 
ledged, preserved his spirit, and kept his intel- 
lettaak as dear and perfect as when that sickness 
first aeiied his body ; but it continued long and 
flir oattn ed him with death, which he dreaded not. 

In this distemper of body, his dear friend, 
Dr. Henry King (then chief Residentiary of that 
dhureh, and late Bishop of Chichester), a man 
generally known by tlie clergy of this nation, 
and as generally noted for liis obliging nature, 
vinted him daily, and observing that his sickness 
tendeied his recovery doubtful, he chose a season- 
able time to speak to him to this purpose : 

^ Mr. Dean, I am by your favour no stranger 
^ to your tempmal estate, and you are no stranger 
«* to die ofier lately made us, for the renewing 

Vol. I. n 
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a lease of the best prebends corps belonging to 
our church, and you know it was denied* for 
** that our tenant being very rich offered to fine 
*' at so low a rate as held not proportion ¥rith 
his advantages ; but I will either raise him to 
an higlier sum, or proi*iu^ that tlie other re- 
'^ sidentiaries shall join to accept of what was 
'* offered : ih\c of these I can and will by your 
** favour do witliout delay, and witliout any 
^ trouble eitlier to your body or mind ; I beseech 
" you to accept of my offer, for I know it will 
** be a considerable addition to your p rcacn t 
** estate, which I know needs it.** 

To this afler a short pause, and raising hioiaelf 
upon his bed, he made this reply : 

** My most dear friend, I most humUy tluMik 
** you for your many favours, and this in par* 
'' ticular ; but in my present condition I shall 
** not accept of your proposal, for doubtleas there 
^ is such a sin as sacrilege ; if tlicre were not» it 
could not have a name in scripture : And the 
primitive clergy were watchful against all ap 
** pearances of tliat evil ; and indeed then all 
'* Christians looked upon it with horror and 
'* detestation, judging it to be even an open 
" dcfiufice of the jxnver aud providence of JU^ 
•• mighty God, and a ttad presage of decUnimg 
'* religion. But instead of such Christiana, who 
'* had selected times set apart to fast and prsy 
** to God for a pious clergy which they dien 
^ did obev, our times abound with men that 
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<• busy and litigious about trifles and church- 
^ ceremonies, and yet so far frbm scrupling sacri- 
^ 1^^, that they make not so much as a query 
•*what it is: But, I thank Gk)d I have; and, 
•* dare not now upon my sick-bed, when Al- 
^ mighty God hath made me useless to the 
«• service of the church, make any advantages 
*• out of it But if he shall again restore me 
** to such a degree of health as again to serve 
'^ at his altar, I shall then gladly take the re- 
•• ward which the bountiftd benefactors of this 
••diuich have designed me; for God knows my 
^ duld^n and relations will need it ; in which 
• mimber my mother (whose credulity and charity 
** has contracted a very plentiful to a very narrow 
** estate) must not be forgotten: But, Doctor 

^ King, if I recover not, that little wwldly estate 
« that I shall leave behind me (that very little 
^ when divided into eight parts) must, if you 
^ deny me not so charitable a favour, faU' into 
^ yours hands as my most faithful friend and 
^ executor, of whose care and justice I make 
^ no more doubt than of God's blessing on that 
•• which I have conscientiously collected for them, 
^ but it shaU not be augmented on my sick-bed ; 
^'and this I declare to be my unalterable re- 
" solution.** 
The reply to this was only a promise to observe 
request. 
Within a few days his distempers abated, and 
his strength increased, so did his thankfxilness 

HS 
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to Almighty God, testified in Iiis most exoeUei it 
Book of Devotions ', which he published at his 
recovery; in wliich the reader niay see tlie most 
secret thouglits that then possessed his soul 



' Tliis IxMfk U di^liciUil ** To tlie ino>t excrlltfnt Priocr, 
Priiice Cluirles." The two following extracts fiuin this •'ork 
will give a sufficient specimen ot* the manner in which it is 
written. 

"THE PATIENT TAKES HIS BED. 

" Tllinn MEDITATION. 

" We attribute but one pn\ iledge and advantage to qihd '• 
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body above otlier moving creatures, tluit he is not, aa 
groveling, but of an erect, of an upright form, oatunUj 
*' built and djApo«etl to the contemplation of keatem. Indeed 
it is a tliankeful fonn, and reconpeiiseii that 9mde which givce 
it, with carrying that mmk, so many foot kigfacr 
hMvtn; other creatures look to the eiuik; and even 
<' is no unfit object, no unfit contemplation for smm; far 
" thither he must come ; but because man is not to stay tboe 
" as otlu*r creatnreh are, man in his natural form is cwricd lo 
^ the contenipbtion uf that place, wliich is his hone, 
'* This is luairn prcrogiitive ; but what state hith ho a 
** dignity? A fc\er can fillip him downe; a fe%'er auD 
him ; a fever can bring tliat head, which yesterday 
a cron^ne of gold, five foot towanli* a crvnrnr oT glory, aa lov 
as his own foot to-day. When Gvd came to breathe into 
'* man the breath of lile, fie found him flat upon the 
when he comes to witlidraw that breath from hioi 
he prr]iare« him to it by la\ing liini flat upon his Ind. 
** Scarce any pri^Mi mi close, that atTurds not tlie prisoner tW9 
** or three utefis. The AnchoriUM thut luirqu'd thcfnael%'et up 
" in lu»llow tni'<, and immured tlieniM-lves in hollow walls ; 
" that pencr^ man tJiat barreU'd huuMflf in a tufabe, aU 
*' stand or fit. ai.d uijoy ^^Mnyt cfiange ol* |Ki«tuK. A A 
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ptfisphrased and made piblic; a book that may 
not mifitly be called a Sacred Picture of Spiritual 
Ecstasies, occasioned and appliable to the emw- 
gencies of that sickness; which book, being a 






'^ is a grave, and all that t!ie patinit Mves there is but var\'ij)g 
" hi« qntaph. Every night's bed is a h/pe of tfie grare : At night 
** we tell our servants at what houre we win rise, here we 
** cannot tcH oarselves at what day, what week, what raoDth. 
"^ There the head lies as low aa the foot ; the head of the people 
** M low as tliey whom those feete trod upon : And that hand, 
^ that signed pardon, is too weake to begge his own, if he 
" might have it for lifting up that hand : Strange fetters to 
^tbe feete, strai^ manacles to the hands, when the feete 
" aod hndt are bound so much the finter, by how ouich 
^ the eoaides are slacker ; soe much the lease able to do their 
offices, by how much more the sinews and ligaments are the 
kioser. In the grave I may speak through the stones in 
** the voice of my friends, and in the accents of those words 
'' which their love may aflbrd my memory. Heere I am mine 
*' own gkoii, and rather affright my beholders than instruct 
** them : they conceive the worst o€ me now, and yet feare 
" worse ; they give me for dead now and yet wonder how 
" I do when wake at midnight, and aske how I doe to-morrow. 
** Miaerable and (though common to all) inhumane potfure, 
** where I must practise my lying in the grave by lying still, 
*' and not practise my returreciion by rising any more." 

" KIOHTIINTH MCDITATION. 

** The bell rings out and tells mee in him that I am dcacL 
** This mmie, diia Ml tells mae, is gone out: Whither? who 
** shall tel mee that? I know not irAo it is ; much leate itfkal 
** he was ; the condition of the man, and the course of his 
^ IHb, which should tell mee whiiker he is gone, I know not. 
* I was not theve in his MckuesM, nor at his deaik ; I mw 
" not his wi^p nor his emi, nor can aska them who did, 

f I 3 " thereby 
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compositioii of meditations, disquisitions, and pray- 
ers, he writ on his sick-bed; herein imitating 
the holy Patriarchs who were wont to build their 
nltsirs in that place where they had received theif 
blessings. 

This sickness brought him so near to the gates 
of death, and he saw the grave so ready to devour 
him, that he would often say his recovery was 
8ui>eniatural ' : But that God that then restored 
his health continued it to him till the fifty-ninth 
year of his life, and then in August, 1630, being 
with his eldest daughter, Mrs. Harvy, at Abury 
Hatch in Essex, he there fell into a fever, whidi, 
with the help of his constant infirmity (vapoun 
from the spleen), hastened him into so visible 
a consumption, that his beholders might say* as 



" thereby to cimciude or argue whither be is gone* But jct 
" I liave one nearer mee than all Uiese; mine own 
'* I a^ke that ; and that tells mee ' ilc is game to 
" resi, and jvy, and gfory.' I owe him a good opinion ; it w 
*' but thankful charity in mee, because I received 601^ 
•* injit ruction from liim when hiA 6r// tollttl : And I, being 
" tile fitter to /imy by that diBpoaition wherein I waa 
" by his occasion, did prajf for bim ; and I jpray not 
faith ; so I doe charitaUif, so I doe faithfully belceve dHt 
tliat Moule is gone to everlasting rest, and jay, and g^i^* 



it 
•« 



(Dr. Donne, in iGsC, was named in a oouimiasiiNi with 
Archbishop AI>bot, several Bishops, Doctors in Divinity* and 
Doctom in Civil Law, to hear tJie cause between Dr. Kincalcy, 
Archdeacon of Canterbury, and the Kev. Mr. George Huntley, 
who had refuned to preach a visitation sermon, aft the 
of the Archdeacon. " The Case ofa Rector," Ike. p. la 
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L Paul of hknsdC ** He dies daily;" and he 
tight say with Job, '* My welfare passeth away 
as a doud, the days of my affliction have taken 
hcAA of me, and weaiy nights are appointed 
for me." 

Reader, this sickness continued long, not only 
eakoiing but wearying him so much, that my 
nire is he may now take some rest ; and that 
sfbre I speak of his death, thou wilt not think 

an impertinent digression to look back with 
le upon some observations of his life; which, 
fiibt a gentle slumber gives rest to his spirits, 
lay, I hope, not unfitly exercise thy consideration. 

His marriage was the remarkable error of his 
fe ; an error, which though he had a wit able 
id very apt to maintain paradoxes, yet he was 
eiy &r fix>m justifying it ; and though his wife*s 
xnpetent years, and other reasons might be 
isdy urged to moderate severe censures, yet 
e would occasionally condemn himself for it 
Lnd doubtless it had been attended with an 
eavy repentance, if God had not blest them 
rith so mutual and cordial affections, as in the 
lidst of their sufferings made their bread of 
XTOW taste more pleasantly than the banquets 
f dull and low-spirited people. 

The recreations of his youth were poetry*, in 



^Whatever prtite may be due to the poetns of Dr. Donne, 
wj are certainly deficient in the beauties of versification. To 
smedy this defect, his Satires have been irtnuiated inio EngfUk 
erse^ by fifr. Pope. His Latin Epigrams are translated by 

H4 Dr. 
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which he was so happy as if Nature and all har 
varieties had been made only to exercise his diarp 
wit and liigh fancy: and in those pieces whicli 
were facetiously comixiscd and carelessly aost* 
tered (most of them being written before the 
twentieth year of his age), it may appear by his 
choice metaphors, that both Nature and all the 
Arts Joined to assist him with their utmost skilL 

It is a truth, that in his penitential yean, 
viewing some of those pieces tliat liad been 
loosely ((hmI knows too loosely) scattered in hia 
youth, he wished they had been abortive, or so 
short lived, that his own eyes liad wit nes s e d 
their funerals : But though he was no friend to 

Dr. Jasper Mayne. w1k> edited them in 165^, with the titk 
of " A Sheaf of Miiicellany Epignuns." Mr. Hume (UiM. vf 
Enghind, vol, /7. p, V^Z.J has obiierved, that ui Dcmne^s aatirci; 
and indeed in all his poetical compodtiom, there tippemt 
flashes of wit and mgmnity, but that these are taCallj 
c-ate<l and buried by the liarthest and iiMMt uncouth 
which it any where to be met with. On Donne and his poetiy 
M'C some intcre>ting remarks in " Dr. Warton's Euay on the 
(icniiiii and Writings of PiJ/pt," %'ol. II. p. 353. It lias ben 
humourously remarked, that verses ought to run like Orid't» er 
walk like Virgil's, and Hot to stand still like Dr. DenM^ii 
Yet Ben Jonson, in an epigram to Donne^ calls him '* The 
(idight of Fha'bus and each Mux :" and that lie could 
:-ott ancl auiouth verses, appears from the follow ing little 

** Come live with me, and be my love, 
" And we will nane new plciuurcH prove, 
^* Of golden sands, and cr>stal brouks, 
" With ftilken lines and silt vr hooks. 
" There will the river wlii^'ring run," Sec. 
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thenif he was not so fallen oat with beaveiily 
poetry as to forsake that, no not in his dedining 
age, witnessed then by many divine sonnets, and 
other high, holy, and harmonious composures; 
yea, even on his former sick-bed he wrote this 
heavenly hymn, expressing the great joy that 
then possessed his soul in the assurance of God's 
finrour to him when' he composed it 

AN HYMN 

TO GOD THE FATHER*. 

Wilt thou forgive that sin where I begun. 

Which was my sin, though it were done before ? 

Wile diou forgive that sht through which I run. 
And do nut still though tftill I do deplore? 
When thou hast done thou hatt not dcti^ 

For I have more. 

WHt thou forgive that nm, which I have won 
Others to sin^ and made my sin their door ? 

Wilt thou forgive that sin wluch I did shun 
A year or two, but wallow'd in a score ? 
^'hen thoii hast done thou hast not done. 

For I have more. 

I have a tin of fear, that when I've spun 

My last thread, I shall perish on the shore : 

But swear by thyself, that at my d«idi thy Son 
Shall skine as he diines now and heretofore: 
And having done that, thou hast done, 

I fear no more. 



'This composition is not, surely, embellished with poetical 
beauties. The reader who is desirous of forming a just opinion 
of the merit of metaphysical poets, among whom Dr. Donne 
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I have rather mentioned this hymn, for that he 
caused it to be set to a most grave and solemn 
tune, and to be often sung to the organ by the 
choristers of St. Pauls Chiuxrh in his own hearing, 
especially at the evening service, and at his return 
from his customary devotions in that place, did 
occasionally say to a friend, ** The words of tint 
hymn have restored to me the same thoughts of 
joy that possessed my soul in my sicknesa what 
I composed it And, O the powor of diurcfa* 
*' music ^ ! that harmony added to this hjrmn has 
** raised the affections of my heart, and quickened 
my graces of zeal and gratitude ; and I dbterfe 
that I always return from paying this public 
duty of prayer and praise to God, with an un* 
expressible tranquillity of mind, and a willingness 
" to leave the world.** 



<4 



«4 



is to be ranked in the firtt dass, will consult Dr. Johnnie 
remarks in his Life of Mr. Cowley. " We can have Itttfe ia* 
duoement to peruse the works of men^ who instead of w iitiiM 
poetry wrote only verse, who cannot be said to hare iaii 
any thing, as they neither copied nature from li 
painted the fonns of matter, nor represented the 
of intellect I>e6cient in the sublime and the ptK^^jf^ 
abounded in hyperbole, in unnatural thoughts, violi 
foolish conceits, ezpreaaions either grossly abanid, or »• 
** delicate and disgusting." 

(Dr. Jokmmm's Works, roL IX. ^ t4.J 

^ On the antiquity, use, and eicdlcnoe of churdMBuaic^ wm 
** Bishop Home's siitcca ScraMOB oo vwious Solijecti 
" Occasiooa," p. 265. 



it 
« 
• < 
« 
*t 
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After this manner did the disciples of our 
Saviour, and the best of Christians in those ages of 
the church nearest to his time, offer their praises 
to Ahnighty God ; and the readers of St Augus- 
tine's life may there find, that towards his dissolu- 
tion he wept abundantly, that the enemies of 
Christianity' had broke in upon them, and pro- 
jdianed and ruined thmr sanctuaries, and because 
their public hymns and lauds were lost out of 
their diuidies. And after this manner have many 
devout souls lifted up their hands and offered 
acceptable sacrifices unto Almighty God where 
Dr. Donne offered his, and now lies buried. ** But 
^ now, O Lord, how is that place become deso- 
« late V Anno 1656. 



* SC AuousTiN died after the Goths and Vandals had with 
much bailMunous cruelty and blood shedding over-run the greatest 
part cf his native country of Africa ; only three cities of any 
note were preserved firom their fury, of which his own dty, 
H^po^ was one, though besieged by them fourteen months. 
Acooiding to his prayer he was delivered out of their hands by 
iht mercy of God, who took him to himself during the time of 
dw siege. See his life written by Posidonius, and usuaUy pre- 
fined to his works. 

* By the votes of both Houses, made in the Long Parliament, 
Sept 10-11, anno 1642, for the abolishing of bishops, deans, and 
diapters, the very foundation of this famous cathedral, says Sir 
William Dugdale, was utterly shaken in pieces. In the follow- 
ing year the famous cross in the church-yard, which had been 
Ibr many i^es the most noted and solemn place in this nation for 

the 



134 THR LTF£ OF 

Before I proceed further, I think fit to mform 
the reader, that not lon^; hefore hifi death he 
caused to Ix^ drawn a figure of the bod j of Christ, 
extended upon an anchor* like thone which 
painters dnw when they would present tis with 
the picture of Christ cnicified on the cross ; hb 
varying no otherv^'ise than to affix him not to a 
cross, but to an anchor (the embk^in of hope); 
this he c*ausc^ to be drawn in little, and then many 
of those figures thus drawn to be engraven very 
small in Helitropium stones ", and set in gold, nd 
ot* those he sent to many ot* his dearest friends^ to 



the groatCHt divines and frr^aie»i schobm to preach at, waa palM 
down to the fpt)und ; the Htalls of the Qube were alao taken 
away ; as alM> part of the pavement torn up^ and n wmu— a u ti 
utterly demolished or defaced. The scaffolds erected for the 
repair of the church were given to the soldiers, and by then 
pits were dug for uwing up the timber in several places thereof, 
even where snnie reverend biKhops and other persons of quality 
lay intcm-d ; and aAerwardn the body of the church waa fte* 
quently converted to a horse-quarter for soldiers. 

(See Kcnnei'jt Register and Chnmide, p, S%^J 



" The lleliotmpium in a very lieautiful species of ji 
has lieen long known to tlie world as a gem. Its oolour is a 
fine and strong green. Mmietimes pure and simple, but moie 
frequently with an admixture of blue in it. h is moderately 
transparent in thin pieces, and is always veined, cloudedt ami 
spotted with a blood red. From this its most obvious characters 
it hat* obtained among our jewellers the name of the blood* 
»tonc. 

(Lewu$ Maieria MtScm.) 
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le used as seals ox rings, and kept as memorials of 
lim, and his affection to them. 

His dear friends and benefactors, Sir Henry 
Seedier % and Sir Robert Drewry, could not be 
)f that number, nor could the Lady Magdalen 
Elerbert ^ the mother of George Herbert, for thej^ 
!iad put off mortality, and taken possession of the 
jpfBve before him ; but Sir Henry Wotton and 
Dr. Halls the then late deceased Bishop of 
(Norwich were ; and so were Dr. Duppa, Bishop 



« One of the gentlemen of his Majesty's Privy Chamber. To 
uin Dr. Donne has addressed several of his letters in the CoUec* 
ion, whidi was printed in 1651. 

" To the honour of Sir Henry Goodyer of Polesworth, a 
' Ka^iiC me m or ab le for his virtues/ saith Camden, " an afiec- 
* tioMtf friend of his made this tetrastick." 

" An iD year of a Goodyer us berefl, 
'^ Who gon to God mudi lack of him here left; 
" Fiill of goo.l gifts of body and of minde> 
'' Wise, conM?ly, learned, doquent, and kinde." 

C fVecvers Ancient Fun. Monumenis, p. 502 J 

9 Of this exccUent woman see *' Walton's Life of Mr. George 
' Herbert.'' 

^ Th, Josxpii Hall, Bishop of Norwich. " Tlie learned have 
' given him this character, that he was ' Our English Seneca,' 
' dexterous at controversy, not unhappy at conunents, very 
' good at characters, better in sermons, best of all in meditations 
" and contemplations, all which have long bince been put out in 

" tliri* 
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of Salisbury \ and Dr. Henry King, Biihop of 
Chichester (lately deceased) ; men» in whom there 



" three volumes." f Magna Britannia, vol III. p. 99^J FoD 
of the spirit of JuTenal and Pernus, he is considered at the fint 
of otir satirical poets. He introduces his oelebntsd wtri^ 
" Virgidemianim" with these li ne s 

" I first adventure, follow me who list, 
" And be the second English Satirist" 

His disapprobation of burying the dead in churches is thus d* 
pressed in his but will : " I Joseph Hall, D. D. not wotfay to 
•' be called Bishop of Norwich, &c. First, I bequeath nj soul, 
" &c. my body I leave to be interred without any ftineral ponp^ 
" at the direction of my executors, with this only monition, thrt 
I donoi hold GoTm kmue a meet repoeilonf Jbr the deadhoikt^ 
the grtaieM saints." Accordingly he himself waa buried ia til» 
diurch-yard at Heigham near Norwich.— Cooqiloii, nish«|i af 
London, entertained the same scntimenta— ^' The church ftt tha 
" living, — the church-yard for the dead." 






' Dr. Bryan Duppa, translated from the see of Chiclwlu, ta 
that of Salisbur}', was deprived <if all his prefennent on tha 
breaking out of the rebellion. Having faithfully continiaed his 
attendance on the King, to the time of his ever-to-be4ananlad 
death, he aAerward retired to Riclunond in Surrey, where he de- 
voted himsc'lf to Ktudy and devotion. At the restoratioQ he waa 
promoted to Winchester ; and died, March 26, |56S. On the 
day preceding his death, Cliarles M. to whom he had been 
cepUir, visited him in his bed*chamber, and on his 
knt-es implored his benediction. " He died," says Wood, ** m 
'* he li%*ed, honoured and beloved of all that knew him ; a 
'* <if so clear and eminent candour, that he left not the least 
" upon hilt life or function, maugre the busy sediticNi of 
«* who then, as before, blacked tlie very surplice, and made the 
•' liturgy profniie." 
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such a oommixture of general learning, of 
natural eloquence, and Christian humility, that 
they deserve a commemoration by a pen equal to 
their own, which none have exceeded. 

And in this enumeration of his friends, though 
many must be omitted, yet that man of primitive 
piety, Mr. George Herbert, may not : I mean that 
George Herbert, who was the author of ** The 
*" Temple, or Sacred Poems and Ejaculations ;" a 
book, in which, by declaring his own spiritual con- 
flicts, he hath comforted and raised many a dejected 
and discomposed soul, and charmed them into 
sweet and quiet thoughts ; a book, by the frequent 
rea^Bng whereof, and the assistance of that spirit 
tbttt seemed to inspire the author, the reader may 
attain habits of peace and piety, and all the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost and heaven, and may by still 
reading, still keep those sacred fires burning upon 
tl^ altar of so pure a heart, as shall free it from 
the anxieties of this world, and keep it fixed upon 
things that are above. Betwixt this George 
Herbert and Dr. Donne there was a long and dear 
firiaidship, made up by such a sympathy of incli- 
nations, that they coveted and joyed to be in each 
other^s company ; and this happy friendship was 
stin maintained by many sacred endearments, of 
which that which followeth may be some testi- 
mony. 
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TO Mr. GEORGE HERBERT, 

SENT HIM WITH ONE OF NY SEALS OP THE ANCHOR AND CHUI 

A sheaf of snakes used heretofore to he m^ seal, which is the crei 

of omr ftoorfamilif. 

Qui priiis aasufitUB serpentum fSdce Ubellas 

Signare, hsc nottr« frymbok pana doniiis 
Adscitus ilomui Jomini. 

Aflopied in God's family, and so 
My old coat lost, into new anns I go. 
The cross my seal in baptism spread bdow. 
Does by that fiarm into an anchor glow. 
Crosses grow anchorsj bear as thou should'at do 
Thy cross, and that cross grows an anchor ioa 
But he that makes our crosses anchors thus^ 
Is Christ, who there is crucify'd for us. 
Yet with this I may my first serpents hold ; 
(God gives new blessings, and yet leaves the old) 
The serpent may, as wi*«e, my pattern be. 
My piNMin, as he fcttb on dust, that's me. 
Ami, as lie rounds the earth to murder, ^ure 
I le i.i iny death ; but on the cmsii my cure. 
Crucify nature then ; and tlien implore 
All grace from him, crucify'd there bcfcwe. 
When all i^ croM, and tliat crons unchor grown. 
This m-a1'» a cateclu»m, not a seal alone. 
L'nder that little seal great gifts I send, 
Bcith works and prayer^, |iawns and fruits of a 
( >lt may tluit naint that rides on our great stal, 
T(i you tliat bear his name large bounty dcaL 

JOHN DONNE. 
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IN ftACRAM ANCHORAM PISCATORISy 

GEORGE HERBERT. 



Qa6d Crux nequibat fixa clavique additi> 
Tenere Christum scilicet ne ascenderet, 
Tuive Christum 

Although the cross could not Christ here detam, 
MHien naiVd unto't^ but he ascends again ; 
Nor yet thy eloquence here keep him stilly 
But only whil'st thou speak'st^ this anchor will : 
Nor canst thou be content, unless thou to 
This certain anchor add a seal, and so 
The water and the earth, both unto thee 
Do owe the symbol of their certainty. 
Let the world reel, we and all ours stand sure. 
This holy cable's from all storms secure. 

GEORGE HERBERT. 



I fetum to tell the reader, that besides these 
mes to his dear Mr. Herbert, and that hymn 
at I mentioned to be sung in the Quire of 
. Paul's Church, he did also shorten and beguile 
any sad hours by composing other sacred ditties, 
d he writ an hymn on his death-bed, which 
iars this title : 

A HYMN TO GOD MY GOD. 

IN MY SICKNESS, MABCH 23, l6S0. 

Since I am coming to that holy room^ 
Where, with thy quire of saints for evermore 
I shall be made thy music, as 1 come 
I tone my instrument here at the door, 
And what I must do then, think here before. 
Vol. I. I Since 



190 THE LIFE OK 

Since my pliyiicums by their lovei are grown 
Cosmagnphcri ; aiid I their nuip^ who 
Flat on this bed 



So, in his purple wrjqH, receive iiie« Lord f 

By thefe hin thomsp give me hi« other crown : 

And, ag to other souls I preach'd thy wotd. 

Be thia my text, my aerraon to mine own^ 

" Tliat he may raise, therefore the Loid throw* down.* 

If these fall under the censure of a soul, whose 
t(x> much mixture with earth, makes it unfit to 
judge of these higli raptures and illitminationsi 
let him know that many holy and devout ipen 
have thought the soul of Prudentius ' to be most 



« 



* AuRCLius Prudsntius CLiMKNa, a Christian post of the 
fourth cmtiiiy, was a nadve of Spain. He spcat As 
period of hi» life in mare active scenes, distinfuiihiay 
as an advocate at the har, a soldier in the camp, and Isslljr ti a 
courtier in the Imprria] Court. He attempted not to Wfilr 
verses until he was advanced in year^i : " Tamiem rerd im 
repmiii numdi vmniUUe md tarms ^icHptttras we es wl w l tf, wt Ci 
ac Proid wwlta uinn^ue TeHamemii mbstntsa rspfniC (J. 

I'ntliemiuiL) Oyraldus olMervc^, tJuit in his worka 

more of religious seal, than of the beauties <if poetry, 

nrnnino Christianms eji quam Porta. In the proem to the 

of the Caihemerimm, havhig described liis conduct in the 

part uf his life, he declares his intention dt celebrating God in 

daily h3rmus, and of exercising himself in discusang 

subjects. 

" Hymnis continuet dies, 
*' Nee nox ulla vacct, quin IXminum canat ; 
'* Pugnet contra hareses ; catholicam diacutiaft 






JUBH DONNE. Iftl 

refined, when not many days before hi» death 

lie charged it to present hi» God eaeh morning 

and evening with a new and spmtual sefig;'' 

jttstified by the example of King Daa^id and the 

good King Hezekiahy who upon the- renovation of 

his years pmd his thankful vows to Ahnighty €fod 

in a royal hymn, which he conchides in these 

Words, ** The Lord was ready to save, therefore I 

** will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all 

•* the days of my fife in the temple of my God." 

The latter part of his life may be said to be a 
amtinued study ; for as he usually preached once 
4-week, if not oftener, so after his sermon he never 
gave his eyes rest till he had chosen out a new 
text, and that night cast his sermon into a form, 
and hia text into divisions ' ; and the next day 
betook himself to consult the fathers, and so com- 
mit his meditations to his memory, which was 



" Conculoet sacsa gentium ; . 
" Labem, Roma, tim infent Idolis, 
** Camun Martjrftnit deTovest^ kradet Apostolos. 



^ U 1M8 Bl HiMaMndr» method, and muntlj not nawoalfajr of 
i mitafinnj " After every termon to resolve upon the ensuing sub- 
** 'jtsX ; that bei^g done, to pursue tlie course of study which he 
" was dien m hand with, reserving the dose of the week for the 
** pfwiaiflo (or the next Locd'a Day ; whereby not only a con- 
** atant p rogr ess was made in science, but materials unawares 
" were gained unto the immediate future work : For, he said, 
** be the subjects treated of never so distant, somewhat will 
** — fcmjjf fim ID, cufwhicrole to the present purpuae.* 

(FtinUfscfBr. Onmrnrnd, p, Uj 

la 



hi 
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excellent. But upon Saturday he usually ga^e 
himself and his mind a rest from the weary 
burthen of his week's meditations, and usually 
si)ent that day in viidtation of friends or some 
other diversions of his thoughts ; and would say, 
that he gave both his body and mind that re- 
freshment, that he might be enabled to do the 
work of the day following, not faintly, but with 
courage and cheerfulness/' 
Nor was his age only so industrious, but in the 
most unsettled days of his youth, his bed was not 
able to detain him beyond the hour of four in a 
morning ; and it was no common business that 
drew him out of his chamber till past ten ; aD 
which time was employed in study, though he 
took great hberty afler it. And if this seem 
strange, it may gain a belief by the visiUe fruits 
of his labours, some of which remain as testimcv 
nies of what is here written, for he left the re- 
sultance of 1400 authors, most of them abridged 
and analysed with his own hand ; he left also six 
score of his sermons, all written with his own 
hand; also an exact and laborious treatise oon- 
ceming self-murder \ called *' Biathanatos,'* whoe- 



** We have a full account of this tractate in the two Ibllown^ 
Ivtten. 

** TO THE NOBLEST KlftOIIT, 

SIR EDWARD HERBERT. 

" Sir, 

" I make account that thjt bookc hath enough pcrftna'd y 
"w<^ yt undertook^, both by aigurocnt and ciasnk. Its 
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m all the laws violated by that act are diligently 
surveyed, and judiciously censured; a treatise 
written in his younger days, which alone might 
declare him then not only perfect in the Civil and 
Casnon Law, but -in manv other such studies and 



** diall therefore the lease need to bee yttselfe another ex- 
ample of j^ doctrine. Itt shall not therefore kyll yttaelfe ; 
that ysy not bury yttaelfe ; for if ytt should do so^ those resons 
by w^^ that act should bee defended or excus'd, were also lost 
with ytt Smce it is content to live, ytt cannot diuse a whol- 
•omer myrt than yo' library^ where authors of all complesdona 
-aire preaery'd. If any of diem grudge thys booke a roome, 
and suspect ytt of new or dangerous doctrine, you, who know 
^ as all» can best moderate. To those reasons w^'* I know your 
" Itnm to mee wyD make in my faver and dischaiige, you may 
^ mUi diysy That though this doctrine hath not been tought nor 



€€ 

m 



by writers, yet they, most of any sorte^^^men in 
^ di0 wovM, have practis'd ytt ^^P^ 

^ Yo^ Tciy true and earnest frinde, and servant and lover, 

« J. DONNE," 

TUa address to Sir Edward Herbert, is prefixed to ^e original 
MR of Dr. Donne's BIABANATOX, which is now preserved in 
afar Bodleian Library, and was given to that pbce by Lord 
Herbert hioiadf* in the year 164% with thejfdlowing inacription 



HUNC LIBRUM AB AUTHORE CUM EPISTOLA QU^E 
PRJEIT ATTOrPA^n DONO SIBI DATUM DUM EQUES- 
TEI8 OLIM ESSET ORDINIS EDVARDUS HERBERT, 
JAM BARO DE CHERBURY IN ANGLIA, ET CASTRI 
INSULA DE KERRY IN HIBERNIA, E SUA BIBLIO- 
THECA IN BODLEIANAM TRANSTULIT MERITISS. 
IN ALMAM MATREM ACAD. OXON. PIETATIS ET 
OBSERVANTLS MNHMOZYNON, ll,DC,XLii. 

Is "TO 



ISi THE LIFE OF 

ai^guiDcnte, as enter not into the comidenHoD of 
many that labour to lye tliought great clerks, and 
pretend to kiiow all tilings. 



it 



ft 
it 



" TO SIR IlOnERT CAURE, NOW EARL OF ANKfJLVM. 
" with my dook bia0anatoif at my goin'o into cikrm\xy. 

•' Sir, 

" I had nortl to do foiBprnlimt towordi* youjdwve mj praiBUCi , 
" How woak are my perftwinancei, when even mj pronunt air 
" defective ? 1 cannot promise, no not in mine own kopea, cqudlr 

to your merit towards nie. But beiodes the poona^ of vhich 
" you toc^ a promiie^ I send yon another book« to which ihcfr 

belongs this history. It was written by me nuaiy y«n linor. 

and because it is upon a misinterprKabk* subject, 1 have alwap 
" gone so near supprem^ing it, as tliat it i* unely not bttnH: No 
" hand hath passed upon it to copy it, nor many cyaa to raad it ; 
'* ondy to some particular friends in both Ujiiverntiea 
" I writ it did I communicate it ; and I n iw aibi i I 
*' answer, that certAinly there waa a false thread ia il, 
" easily found. Keep it, I pray, with the anae jnlflaae; let 
" any that j'our discretion admits to the sight of it know the 
" date of it, and that it is a Ixwk written by Jack Dome, and 
" Mt by Dr. Donne. Beaarve it Ibrroe if 1 live, and if I «e I 
*' only fbrbkl it the piesae and the lire: Publish it nol, bat yit 
" bum it not ; and between those do what you wfll with IL 
«* nie still thus far for your own sake, that when yon 
" your lo%'e from me, you will find so many unwi 
" me, as you grow ashamed of having had so long and so nmck. 
*' siich a thing as 

" Your poor ser^t. in Chr. Jea. 

•• J. DONNE- 



It was first puhliHlicd by authority in ifrU, and dedii 
his son, John Dunne, to Lonl l^iilip liafhert In this 
tion he assigns the reason of his disobedience to hia firther'a 
" It was writ kmg since by my father, and by hia larbid hoih 

" the 
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Nor wete these only found in his study, but all 
kmnesses that passed ot any puUic consequence, 
either in this or any of our neighbour-nations^ he 






the pnme and the fire ; neither had I sol:jected it now to the 
publk|ue Tiew, tut that I could finde no certain way to defend 
* it hook the one, but by ooHmttting it to the other; for since 
the beginmng of this war my study having been often searched, 
all my books (and alhnost my braines, by their pontinuall 

* alkntuna) sequestered fbr the use of the committee ; two dan« 

* gets appeared move eminently to hover over this, being then a 
" — imrrifit ; a danger of being utterly lott, vid a danger of 
'^beiiig utterly Ibund, and' fiilhered by some of those wild 
^ Atheists, who, as if they came into the wdrld by conquest, 

* owne all other men's wits, and are resolved to be learned in 
** despite of their starres, that would fkirely have endined them 
^ to a more modest and honest course of life.** The system ad- 
mmcedl m d^ book has been accurately examined, and with 
y«it itKDglih ot aigument refuted by the Rev. Charles Mooic, 
a his ''Full Enquiry into the Subject of Suidd^" voL I. 
p S5y— lOS, and vol II. p. l,-*4l. The learned author of that 
cxodlent work, in his letter, dated Jan. 27, 179^ informs me, 
tfud since ils publication he has seen a small tract, called " Life's 
«« IH eee rvativ e against Sel^killing, &e. by John Syer, Minister 
" of Lci^ in Essex, Loncbo, 1657," whkh, though published 
after Dr. Donne's deaths yet before the Biathanatos appeared, is 
in eflect a very full and complete answer to it, written in its own 

of sehehstic divisions and sub-cKvisions, ad imfmkmwi. 
The loBowing cxtmct, mutaining a short critidsm on thb 
•f Doooe, will not be unacceptable to the learned reader. 
Ooune, docteor Anglois et s^avamt Thecdogien de ce siede; 
eit cannn per un livre en sa kngue, iroprime k Londres sous 
" oe titre : B»«0a»«TO(. C'est une espece d'apologie du Suicide. 
" n dte, pour iqipuyer ses dangereuses idees, I'example d'un 
^ gnmd nembve de heros paiens, ensuite celui de qnekpies saints 
" de randcn Testnaent, d'une fouk de-maityrs, de c onf es aeu rs, 

14 "* 
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abbreviated eitlier in Latin, or in the language of 
that nation, and kept them by him for usefiil 
memorials : So he did tlie copies of divers leCten 
and cases of conscience that had c*oncemed hit 
friends, with his observations and solutions of them, 
and divers other businesses of importance, all par- 
ticularly and methodically digested by liimself. 

He did prepare to leave the world before life 
left him, making his will when no faculty of his 
soul was damped or made defective by pain or 
sickness, or he surprised by a sudden apprehenrion 
of death ; but it was made with mature delibera- 
tion, expressing himself an impartial father by 
making his children's ix>rtions equal, and a lover of 
his friends, whom he remembered with legpcies 
fitly and discreetly chosen and bequeathed. I 
csumot forbear a nomination of some of them ; lor, 
methinks, they be persons that seem to ehallenge 
a recordation in this place; as namely, to his 
brother-in-law Sir Thomas Grimes, he gave that 
striking dock' whicli he had long worn in his 
))(X*ket ; to his dear friend and executor Dr. King 



" (le penitcni, &c. Jesus Christ ro^me est amcne en preow dc 

*' son systhne. Un livre aussi extraordinaire n'cmpfche 

'* Tauteur de devcnir Doyen de S. Paul, paroe qull sot 

" comme une sarie de considation qti'il vouloit donner a i 

'* patriuu, que la melancolie jette Miuvent dans cctte fknar***^ 

fS'tmirati, Diit. ilist.^^aen. 178.1 J 



' Chablcs I. on the morning of his exccutian, pt mmrf his 
attendant, ikir. Thomas Herbert, with his nlrtr dock. 
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(late Bishop of Chichester)^ that model of gold of 
the Synod of Dort% with which the States 
presented him at his last being at the Hague; 
and the two pictures of Padre Paolo \ and Ful- 



7 The States General directed a gold medal to be struck in 
'commemoration of the Synod held at Dort On one side is 
r e p r esen ted the Assembly of the Synods with this inscription, 
"* ASSERT A RELIGIONE.'* On the reverse, a mountam, on 
the sommit of which is a temple, to whidi men are ascending 
akng A very steep path. The four winds are blowing with 
great violence against the mountain* Above the temple is writ- 
ten the word JEHOVAH, in Hebrew characters. The inscrip- 
tioo is '' ERUNT UT MONS SION. CIoDCXIX." These 
winds are intended to represent those who at that time much 
^Batwbed the tranquillity of the church. (HiHohre MctalUque de 
im RepMifie de Holiand, par M. Bhot. torn. J. p. 1890 

■ ^ Let me be bold to send you for a new-year^s gift, a 
<* certain memorial not altogether unworthy of some entertain* 
^ ment under your roof, a true picture of Padre Paolo the Servita, 
" which was first taken by a painter, whom I sent unto him 
" horn my house, then neighbouring his monastery. I have 
''newly added thereunto a title of mine own conception. 
* « CwwH^H* Tridentini Evisoerator.' You will find a scar in 
** Ui tee, that was from a Roman assassine that would have 
^ kiDed him aa he was turned to a waU near his convent." CSir 
Hmury Walim't LeUer to Dr. Samid CoUim, Frowui rf Kings 
Cmfay, and Professor R^ms ofDivmky, Jam. 17> l6S7J. 

In this letter the character of Father Paul is drawn in such 
pleMmg colours, that the reader cannot be dispkaaed widi a 
U iaa ip t of it " I am desirous of duuracterising a Htde unto 
** yoo audi part of his nature, customce, and abilities^ as I had 
** occasion to know by sight or by inquiry. He was one of the 
** hnmblael things tiiat could be aeen within the bounds of 
*' humanity ; the very pattern of that precept * QjMontd doctior 

^tanid 
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gentio % men of his acquaintance when he tisveOed 
Italy, and of great note in that nation for their re- 
markable learning. — To his ancient friencU Dir. 
Brook (that married him) Master (rf'Trinity C<dlege 



'* tanid tubmisuor,' and enough alone to demonitnile* tlMt 
" knowled^ well digested moh imjlai. Esoelleni in pooliv^ 
" excellent in scholastical and polemioal Divinhj ; m rm mA*- 
*' madcian, even in the most abitruae parta theieofy as in A%«bra 
and the Theoriques ; and yet withal ao expert in the hiatuij «f 
plants, at if he liad never penned any book but Nature 
Lastly, a great Canonist, which was the title of his ofdinaffj 
service with the state ; and c«tainly in the time of the Pop^s 
interdict they had their principal light from him. Whca k 
was either reading or writing alone, his mannsr wm |» dk 
fenced with a castle of paper about his chair and OfW hMd ; 
for he was of our Lord of St. Alban s thinking, ' TMai mM mr 
is pnedatmy,' and especially hurtful when the spirits an 
employed. He was of a quiet and settled tenspcr, whidk 
him prompt in his oounseb and answers, and the anne id om^ 
snltation which Thcmistodes was in action «enexplMi(a» 
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* The flricnd and biographer of Father Ptel, and 
for the dignity and fireedom with which he prcnrhrd tbe 
wold of God. Of the real excellcuoe of his disooums, no 
ler testim o n y can be ad d uced than the declaration of 
Paul V. •< He has indesd some good sermons, bnt fa«l 
«< withal : He stands Uio mnch upon Scriptme, which is a 
that if any man will keep dose to, he will qnile rai 
CathoUc Faith." (F^ikgr Fmwt* iMUrt. La. XXFI.J 
by some specious piuuusM of the Pspe's Kondo to leare V 
and under a mfe oondnct to go to Bone, he aft irai mol with 
kind eeosption, bnt was aftsnrards bsvnt in the Pisid «r 
fFmiie/M Ckmtk lUsi. Cm. XVIL B. X. f. 9^) 



tt 
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jn Camhiidg^ ^ gc^ve the picture of the Uessed 
Virgin and Joseph. — ^To Dr. WinnifT (who suc- 
oaeded him in his Deanery) he gave a picture 
called the '' Skeletan.*"— «To the succeeding Dean, 
who was not then known^ he gave many necessaries 
cf worth* and useful for his house ; and also sev.a^ 
pictures and ornaments for the diapel, with a de- 
ore that tiiey might be registered* and remain as 
a legacy to his sucoesscNrs.*— To the Earls of DcH-set 
and Carlisle, he gave several pictures, and so he 
did to many other fii^ids ; legacies, given rather 
to express his affection than tp make any addition 
to their estates : But unto the poor he was full of 
charity, and unto many others* "who, by his con- 
stant and long-continued bounty* might entide 
themselves to be his alms-people ; for all these he 
made provision* and so largely* as* having then six 
children living, might to some appear m<Mre than 
pioportionable to his estate. I forbear to mention 
any more, lest the reader may think I trespass 
upon his patience; but I will beg his &vour 
to present liim with the beginning and end of 
his wilL 

IN the name of the blessed and glorious 
JHmtjft Amen. I John Dcmne, hy the mercy 
^ Christ JesuSf and by the calling of ike Ckurch 
of En^and^ Priest, being at this time in good 
health and perfect understanding (praised be 
God there/are) do herdby make my last Will and 
Testament, in the manner and f^m foUomng: 
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First, I give my gracious God an entire mqctu 
fice of' body and soul, with my mast humble thanks 
for that assurance which his Blessed Spirit imprints 
in me now of the salvation of the one, and the 
resurrection of the other ; and for that constant 
and cheerful resolution which the same Spirit hath 
established in me to live and die in the religion 
vow professed in the Church of England. In 
exj)ectation of that resurrection, I desire my body 
vuiy be buried in the most prix)ate manner that 
may be; in that j)lace of St. Pauts Churchy 
London, that the now Residentiaries have at mg 
request designed for thai purpose, ^. A nd 
this my tost Will and Testament, made in ike 
fear of God, (whose mercy I humbly b^, and 
constantly rely upon in Jesus Christ), and m 
perfect love and cliarity with all the world (whose 
pardon I ask, from the lowest of my servants, to 
the highest oj my superiors)^ written all with mjf 
oxvn hand, and my name subscribed to every page, 
of which there are Jive in number. 

Sealed Decemb. 13, 1630. 



Nor was this blessed sacrifice of charity 
pressed only at his death, but in his life alao^ 
by a cheerful and frequent visitation of any friend 
whose inuid was dejected, or his fortune neces- 
sitous; he was inquisitive after the wants of 
prisoners, and redeemed many from prison that 
lay for their fees or small debts ; he was a oon- 
tinual giver to pocNr scholars, both oS this and 
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foreign naticms. Besides what he gave with 
his own hand, he usually sent a servant, or a 
discreet and trusty friend, to distribute his charity 
to all the prisons in London, at all the festival 
times of the year, e«pedaUy at the birth and 
resurrecticm of our Saviour. He gave a hundred 
pounds at one time to an old friend, whom he 
had known live plentifully, and by a too liberal 
heart and carelessness, became decayed in his 
estate ; and when the receiving of it was denied, 
by the gentleman saying, " He wanted not f — 
fi»r the reader may note, that as there be some 
fSfints so generous as to labour to conceal and 
endure a sad poverty rather than expose them- 
sdves to those blushes that attend the confessicm 
of it» so there be others to whom nature and 
grace have afforded such sweet and compassionate 
aouls, as to pity and prevent the distresses of 
mankind, which I have mentioned because of 
Dr. Dcmne's reply, whose answer was, — *^ I know 
** you want not what will sustain nature, for a 
^ little will do that ; but my desire is, that you, 
•* who in the days of your plenty have cheered 
^ and raised the hearts of so many of your 
" dejected friends, would now receive this from 
** me, and use it as a cordial for the cheering of 
*• your own :^ And upon these terms it was re- 
ceived. He was a happy reconcUer of many 
differences in the families of his fnends and 
kindred (which he never undertook faintly, for 
such imdertakings have usually faint effects), and 
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tkey liad tnch a fidth in Im judgment and im- 
partiality, that he never advised them to any 
thing in vain. He was^ even to her dealii, a 
most dutiful son to his mother, mnM to provide 
for her supportation» i^ whicli she had been des- 
titute, but that God raised him up to preven t 
her necessities, who having sucked in the rel ig ion 
of the Roman Church with her mothei^s mOk, 
spent her estate in foreign countries, to enjoj 
a liberty in it, and died in his house bat tiffee 
months before him. 

And to the end it may appear how just a 
steward he was of his Ix)rd and Mastet^s re ve n ue, 
I have thought fit to let the reader know, that 
after his entrance into his Deanery, as he num- 
bered his years, he (at the foot of a private ac- 
count, to which God and his angels were only 
witnesses witii him), computed first his revenue, 
then what was given to the poor and other pious 
uses; and lastly, what rested for him and Ids; 
and, having done that, he then blessed each yes's 
poor remainder with a tliankful prayer: wliidi, 
for that they discover a more than commoa 
devotion, the reader shall partake some of them 
in his own words : 



<* So all is that remains this year« 

Dm Opt Muk iMiiigao 
Largitflffi. k mt, cC ab ii< 
** Quibufi hBC k me mcn-antur, 
*' Gloria et gratU in vCernum. 



u 
u 



u 
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^ So diat tliii year God hath Uesaed me and 
mine 






'' Mukiplicatfle rant super 
** Not muericordue turn, 
*^ Domine. 

'' Da, Domiiie, nt que ex iBmMn8& 
Bomtatt tui nobM dargiri 
Dignaftus sis, in quorunksonqoe 

'^ Manus deveoerint, in tuam 

*' Semper oedant gloriani. 

*' Amen." 

*< In fine horum sex annorum manet- 



it 



Quid habeo quod non aocepi k Domino ? 

Largitur eliam ut quse largitua eat 
" Sua iterum fiant, bono eorum ura ; ut 
^ Quemadmodum nee oflkiis hujus mundi, 
^ Nee lod in qa» me pcauit digmlali, nee 
'* Sttrris, Bfc i^frni^ in tolo kOua anni 
<' Curriculo miU conacius aum me deAiiait; 
'* Ita et liberie quibus qu» superfunt, 
** Supersunty 8^''^ animo ea accipiant, 
** Et Wneieum audierem reeqgnoscant. 

*' Amen/' 

But I return from my long digression.— -We 
left the author sick in Essex, where he was forced 
to spend much of tliat winter, by reason of his 
disability to remove from that place ; and having 
never for almost twenty years omitted liis per- 
sonal attendance on his Majesty in that montl) 
in which he was to attend and preach to him, 
nor having ever been left out of tlie roll and 
number of Lent preachers, and there being then 
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(in January 16S0) a report brought to LondoOt 
or raised there, that Dr. Donne was dead* that 
report gave him occasion to write the following 
letter to a dear friend : 

^iR, — ^This advantage you and my other friends 
have by my frequent fevers, that I am so mudi 
the oftener at the gates of heaven; and this 
«« advantage by the solitude and close imprison- 
" ment tliat they reduce me to after, that I am 
•• so much the oftener at my prayers, in which 
** I shall never leave out your happiness, and I 
** doubt not among his other blessings, God will 
'' add some one to you for my prayers. A man 
** would almost be content to die, if there were 
** no other benefit hi death, to liear of so much 
** sorrow and so much good testimony finom good 
'' men as I (God be blessed for it) did upon the 
*' reix>rt of my death ; yet I perceive it went 
not through all, for one writ to me that 
(and he said of my friends) oonoeived I 
not so ill as I pretended, but withdrew myaelf 
** to live at ease, discharged of preacliing. It is 
'' an unfriendly, and, Ciod knows* an ill*grounded 
'' interpretation ; for I have always been soirycr 
*' when I could not preach, than any could be 
'' that could not hear me. It liath been my 
*' desire, and God may be pleased to grant it» 
that I might die in the pulpit; if not that, 
yet tliat I might take my death in the pulpit ; 
that is, die the sooner by occasion of thow 
labours. Sir, I hone to see vou presently after 
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^ CanAemifli about which time will fidl my Lent- 
^ aermoQ at oourt» except my Lord Chamberhdn 
^ bdieve me to be dead, t^ ao ka^e me out 
^ of the rcXi ; but as kmg as I lire, and am not 
^ qpeechleaii I would not willingly deellne that 
^ aerrioe. I have better leisure to write than 
^ you to read» yet I would not wiUin^y oppress 
^ yon widi too much letter. God so Uess you 
** and your son, as I wish to 

" Your poor friend, 

'' And servant in Christ Jesus, 

" J. DONNE." 

Before that month ended he was^ appointed to 
pteMh upon his old constant day, the first Friday 
in Lent : he had notice of it, and had in his sick- 
leas ao prepared for that employments that as he 
had kmg thirsted for it, so he resolved his weak- 
nam should not hinder his journey ; became there- 
fore to London some few days before his appointed 
day of preaching. At his coming thither, many 
of his friends (who with sorrow saw his sickness 
had left him but so much flesh as did only cover 
Ua bones) doubted his strength to perfbnn that 
task, and did therefore dissuade him from it, 
assuring him, however, it was likely to shorten 
his life ; but he passionately denied their requests, 
saying, *' He would not doubt that that God, who 
^ in so many weaknesses had assisted him with an 
** unexpected strength, would now withdraw it in 
"« his last employment, professing an^hdy ambition 

Vol. I. 
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** to peifonu that sacred work.** And when, to 
the amazement of some beholders, he appeared in 
the pulpit, many of them thought he presented 
himself not to preach mortification by a living 
voice, but mortality by a decayed body and a 
dying face. And doubtless many did secretly ask 
that question in Ezekiel, (chap, xxxvil. 8.) ** Do 
** these bones live ? or, can that soiU organize thit 
tongue to speak so long time as the sand in that 
glass ^ will move towards its centre, and measure 
'* out an hour of this dying nian*s unspent Ufe? 
'' Doubtless it cannot T ^Vnd yet, afler some bint 









^ The nacler will recollect the custom which then 
of reguliiling the tiine of preaching by the hour-glue^ wUdi 
was uflually placed at the right-hand of the praadMr. b 
alluvion to this custom, a preacher at Cambridge cdb UhmV 
" A watchman for an hour in the towre of the Vamtmtf* 

(FmUer'M Lmv. of Cambridgr, p, I59j Dr. Donne tka fa^ 

gins his discourse on 1 Tim. iii. Ki.— " This is no text fivai 
hour-glass: If God would afford me Heaekiah'f 
rcrtrtaiur umbra, that Uie shadow might go badcwaid 
tlie dial, or Jucihua's sign, n/ sislat Sol, that the ton 
" stand still all the day, this were text enough to cmplogr 
" day, and all the days of our lile.** Again, on Pa. 
*' You would not be weary ot* reading a long co nv ej an co^ in 
'* which the land were given to yourselves ; nor of a loi^ will, 
" in which the body af the State were bequeathed to jim. Wt 
*' not weary, if at any time your patience be exercii 
" minutes beytmd Ike three&earr, some time hetfomd ike 
'* tliece exercises ; for we exhibit conveyance, in which tho 
'* tlie land of prumiite \* made youn, and the testament, in 
** the testator himself i* bequeathed to you."— «* In 
" account of cliurchwardeus of St. (Ielen\ in 
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pausM in hk zealous prayer, his strong desires 
enabled his weak body to discharge his memory 
of his preconceived meditations, which were of 
dying ; the text being, ** To God the Lord belong 
** the issues from death." Many that then saw 
his tears, and heatd his fidnt and hollow voice, 
professing they thought the text prophetically 
cboeen, and that Dr. Donne had preached his own 
Jiineral serfnon'\ 

Being fuU of joy that God had enabled him 
to perform this desired duty, he hastened to his 
house, out of whicti he never moved, till, like St 



IVd. was paid for an hour-glass for the pulpit, 1591. 
** ArduBohg. voL Lp. 22. There is scarcely perhaps an earlier 
** iBcntion of this implement It was used at Paul's Cross in 
" I6l6; for in a painting of that and the church of that date, 
'^ mm in the library of the Society of Antiquarians of London, 
" I bb a ei Te d an hoar-glass near the proacher ; and the custom 
'* caatHiiifd till after the Restoration ; for a very fine one which 
^ coat XVIII shillings^ was brought from Holland to Lynn in 
'^nmUk. Bloomjkkts Hutary, voL IV. p. 131. The iron 

in whidi they stood are sometimes still seen near 
r^Shr John CuttHm's Hist, and Antiq. of Hanated, 
^ S4b ^ i t ai^iears fVom the accounts of modem travelleni, 
that in aome of the Protestant churches in Switzerland the 
heor-glias is stiU retained to direct the length of the preacher's 
iHsmurie. See Grmfi LeUers during Ike Course of a Tour through 
(kimamy,p. 151. 

* This diaoourae was printed at London in 1633, in 4to, under 
die quaint title of " Death's Duel^ or & Consolation to the Soule 
i^ainst the Dying life and Living Death of the Body." The 
ttxt ia ftom P#. fanriii. SO. It is the last diaoourae in the third 
rdmmvt Dr. Dcmm'B Sermons. 

. K2 
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Stephen, ^ he was carried by devout men to his 
grave.** 

The next day after his sermon, his strengtb 
being mudi wasted, and his spirits so spent ai 
indisposed him to business or to talk, a friend that 
had often been a witness of his free and fiKseCioiis 
discoune, asked, ^ Why are you sad ?" To whom 
he replied, with a countenance so full of cheerful 
gravity, as gave testimony of an inwaid tran- 
quillity of mind, and of a soul willing to take a 
farewell of this world ; and said 

*' I am not sad, but most of the night past I 
** have entertained myself vrith many thoughts of 
^ several friends that have lefl me here, and are 
** gone to that place from v:hich they Mhatt not 
*' return ; and that within a few days / ikaBg9 
** hence and be no more seen. And n^ 
'* tion fcMT this change is become my ni^^y 
<« tation upon my bed, wliich my infimiitiea have 
^* now made restless to mc : Rut at this present 

time I was in a serious contemplation of the 

providence and goodness of God to me ; to ms^ 
** who am lens than the least of his mercies ; and 
** looking back upon my life past, I now pfadnlj 
*' see it was his hand that prevented me from all 
** temporal employment* and that it was his will I 
" should never settle or thrive till I entered into 
** the ministry ; in which I have now Hved almoat 
'' twenty years (I hope to his glor}*), and by wludi 
** I most humbly tliank him, I have been enahkd 
^ to requite most of those friends who showni mm 
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^* kindnen when my fortune was very low, bb God 
^ knows it was, and (as it hath occasioned the 
^ expt«sion of my gratitude) I thank God most 
^ of them have stood in need of my requitaL I 
4< have lived to be useful and comfortable to my 
good fiither-in-law. Sir George Moor, whose 
patience God hath been pleased to exerdse with 
** many temporal crosses ; I have maintained niy 
** own mother, whom it hath pleased God, after a 
^ ]d(mtiiul fortune in her younga: days, to bring 
^ to a great decay in her very <^ age. I have 
^quieted the consciences of many that have 
^ groaned under the burthen of a wounded spirit, 
^ whose prayers I hope are available for me. I 
eaonot |4ead innocency of life, especially of my 
youtili ; but I am to be judged by a merciful 
^ Godt ivAo u not mlling to see what I have done 
^ amiu : And though of myself I have nothing 
^to pteiait to him but sins and misery, yet I 
^ know he looks not upon me now as I am of 
^ oqraelC but as I am in my Saviour, and hath 
** gtven me even at this present time some testi- 
^ moniei by his Holy Spirit, that I am of the 
^nombor of his elect: / am therefore fidl of 
** meapremblejoyf and shall die in peace.*" 

I must here look so far back as to tell the 
raador, that at his first return out of Essex, to 
pitadi his last serinon, his old friend and physician. 
Dr. ¥0X9 a man of great wcnrth, came to him to 
consult his health, and after a sight of him, and 
scnne queries concerning his distempers, he told 



4$ 
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liim, *' That by conlials. and drinking milk twenty 
** days together, tliere was a probability of his 
" restoration to healtli.'' But he passionately de- 
nied to drink it. Nevertheless, I>r. Fox, who 
loved him most entirely, wearied him with solici- 
tations, till he yielded to take it for ten days at 
the end of w hich time he told Dr. Fox, " He 
'* had drunk it more to satisfv him, than to recover 

m 

*' his health ; and that lie would not drink it ten 
** days longer u|x>n the best moral assurance of 
having twenty years added to his life, for be 
loved it not, and was so far from fearing dorth, 
wliich to others was the King of Terrors, that 
lie longed for the day of his dissolution **.** 
It is obser\-ed, that a desire of glory or com- 
mendation is rootetl in the very nature of man ; 
and that those of the severest and most mortified 
lives, though they may become so humUe as to 
banish self-flatter}-, and such weeds as natunlly 
grow there ; yet they have not been able to kill 
this desire of glor}*, but that, like our radicd hsitt 



•ft 



' Dr. Dunne iceniH to liavc rntcrtaincd an indiienpos tm miA 
an alienation frum every secular pursuit. In the varii 
of his maturer life, he has his attention prindpalljr 
another and a better stale. I lis deum and affe 
morti6e<l and entirely subdued, he Ikmiliarixes to hii 
the idea of death. Hence he expmies not merely an 
cence in the dispenntions of God calling him wmwf 
world, but even an unwillingness to live ; and by that 
traordiiiary inode of lepreieiitationp which his 
recorded, he ri-cuncilm and endears to hinuclf the ■] 
moment of hia dissolution. Rut such a conduct wiD not be 

puTMcd 
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jt will both live and die with us, and many think 
it should do so ; and we want not sacred examples 
to justify the desire of having our memory to out- 
live our lives, which I mention because Dr, Domie, 
by the persuasion of Dr. Fox, easily yielded at this 
very time to have a monument made for him ; 
but Dr. Fox imdertook not to persuade him how 
CHT what monument it should be ; that w^ left to 
Dr. Donne himself. 

A monument being resolved upon. Dr. Donne 
sent for a car\'er to make for him in wood the 
figure of an urn, giving him directions for the 
compass and height of it ; and to bring with it a 
board of the just height of his body. These 
being got ; then, without delay, a choice painter 
was got to be in readiness to draw his picture, 
which was taken as foUoweth. Several charcoal- 
fires b^ng first made in his large study, he brought 
with him into that place his winding-sheet in his 
hand ; and having put off all his clothes, had this 
sheet put on him, and so tied with knots at his 



punned by the generality of mankind. We are indeed in« 
loenced by every religious and moral principle to aspire after 
kngth of days and an honourable old age ; when we languish 
oo the bed of sickness, to bear the agonies of pain with the 
eoDsoKng hopes of being restored to health, not to reject the 
probable remedies which medidnal skill proposes for extinguish- 
ing diaeaae and protracting life. This disposition, joined with a 
dieerful and ready consignment of our state to the will of God, 
and a just sense of the small value of all earthly enjojrmcnts, is 
furdy not unworthy of the Christian chancier. 

K4 
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head and feet and his hands so placed as dead 
bodies are usually fitted to be shrowded and put 
into their coffin or gnre. Upon this iim be t 
stood, with hifi eyes shut and with m much aT^ 
sheet turned aade, as might show hin lean, | 
and death-like ikv. whidi was puq>osely tun 
toward the cant, frcim whence he cK|K.t-ted i 
seoHid cxMning of liiit and our Savioiir Jesus, 
this posture he was drawn at his just beiglit : and '' 
when the picture vras fully finished, he caused tt 
to be set by his bed-side, lierc it continued, i 
became his hourly object till his death, i 
tfaen given to his dearest fiieiid aiul 
Doctor Henry King, then chief Itaodentiarjr of 
St Knl'a, who caused him to be thus carved in 
one entire piece of white marble *. as it now i 



id put 

i 

ifecd it 

inued.M^H 



* " In 1631 I made * tombe fur Dr. Donnr, utd wUe k ■ 
" Sl Paul'*, London, for which I wu [lud by Dr. '. 
" the lum of f ISO. I tnok L60 in plate, in part at p 
fFnm m Caps «f Ihr l*ocift-Booi ^ NicUmi I 
" ItiSI, Humphrry Mhtkt. a *t»km»n employ td tiaim 9tm^ 
'• liniilit Uic Dtatiir I'lr Dr. IJoiim-'H nioiiuncnt, ArOiOL* 

On the louth-fido nf titp fhoir tf Sl I'aul'a Cathcdn^ m^ 
n white marHe monument, with the ifpin of Dr. Danae, h Ik 
fhrotid, ittoidinff mtl, hit fivt in an urn, ami plaeed in s liAk 
Sjtctd n\U it " A nfiite Uaible Statue on an Um." AfcaN 
are the arm* of tlie Deaneiy, imjialctl with hia own, vk a 
WOLF tiifiiiHl. Tlir rnnrhidinjt line* (/the inwription evUm^ 
dlluile to hii |HHtiir(>. '' lie wa* luokiii); toward the eail, Avh 
" whi-iKv he eaprited lii<t Saviour." The eritical reidrr wil 
remnuU-r, llut in Znk ti. H. the pusngr alluded to. Amid b» 
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in diat cbuidi ; and by Dr. Donne's own i^ipoint- 
ment, these words were to be affixed to it as his 
epiti^ ; 

JOHANNES DONNE, 

SAC. THEOL. PROFESS. 

POST VARIA STUDIA QUIBUS AB ANNIS TENERRIMIS 

FIDELITER, NEC INFELICITER INCUBUIT; 

INSTINCTU £T IMPULSU SP. SANCTI, MONITU 

ET HORTATU 

REGIS JACOBI, ORDINES SACROS AMPLEXUS 

ANNO SUI JESU, MDCXIV. ET SVJE iETATiS XLIL 

DECANATU HUJUS ECCLESIiE INDUTUS 

XXVII NOVEMBRIS, MDCXXI. 

EXUTUS MORTE ULTIMO DIE MARTII MDCXXXI. 

HIC LICET IN OCCIDUO CINERE ASPICIT EUM 

CUJUS NOMEN EST ORIENS. 

And now having brought him through the 
many labyrinths and perplexities of a various life» 
even to the gates of death and the grave, my 
is, he may rest till I have told my 
that I have seen many pictures of him, in 
several habits, and at several ages, and in several 
postures: And I now mention this, because I 



lendcrcd " Behold the Mtfi> whom lutam u ik% bsaiicb/ which 
the 8e¥aitjr*Two tmutite 'At«rtM ote^« ofvnry— and the Vul- 
gate *' Oricos nomcn ejut." 

Of the portraituie of Sir WiUiam Wetton, Lord Prior of the 
HoKpttalWrs lying deed an hk ahroud, Uk tmod ertifiGnUy cut in 
iitone thai ever mm behrid, aee FwUn^i Mafy Wmr. p.2iO, 
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liave seen one picture of him, drawn by a ouriom 
hand at his age of eighteen, with his swnd and 
what other adornments might then suit with the 
present fashions of youth, and the giddy gayeties 
of that age ; and his motto then w a s 

" How much nhall I he chang'd^ 
" Before I am dung'd ' !"' 

And if that young, and his now djring picture^ 
%verc at this time set together, every beholder 
might say, '' Ix)rd ! how much is Dr. Donne 
'' already changed, before he is changed ?" And 
the view of them might give my reader oocauon 
to ask himself with some amazement, ^ Loid! 
how much may I also that am now in health be 
changed, before I am changed ; before this vile, 
tliis changeable body shall put off mortally ?* 
and therefore to prepare for it But this is not 






' " Antes muerta que mucLula.** The words amiet 
nmdada are supposed by a Spanish author to have been onginilljf 
written on the sand by a laAj promising fidelity to bcr 
The following lines were composed by Mr. Isaac Wakoi^ 
inscribed under the print taken from this picture, and 
to an edition of Dr. Donne's Poems in I639. 






This was for youth, strength, mirth, and wit, that 
Most count their golden age, bat was not thine. 
*' Thine was thy later years, so much refin'd 
" From youth's dross, mirth and wit, as thy pure anad 
" Thought (like the angels) nothing but the pniit 
" Of thy Creator, in those last best days. 
*' Witness this book thy emblem, whidi begins 

lore, bat ends with s^hs and lean tar «mu* 



itf 
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imnt 80 mudi for my reader's memento, as to tell 
him, that Dr. Donne would often in his private 
discourses, and <rflen publidy in his sermons, men- 
tion the many changes both of his body and mind ; 
especially of his mmd from a verti^ous giddiness ; 
and would as often say, ** His great and most 
^ blessed change was from a temporal to a spiritual 
** employment -J* in which he was so happy, that 
he accounted the former part of his life to be lost, 
and the banning of it to be from his first enter- 
ing into sacred orders, and serving his most merdk 
ful God at his altar. 

Upon Monday, after the drawing this picture, 
he took his last leave of his beloved study ; and 
being sensible of his hourly decay, retired himself 
to his bed-chamber, and that week sent at several 
times for many of his most considerable Mends, 
with whom he took a solemn and deliberate fare- 
well, commending to their considerations some 
imtences useftd for the regulation of their lives, 
and then dismissed them, as good Jacob did his 
tons, with a spiritual benediction. The Sunday 
fellowing, he appointed his servants, that if there 
were any business yet imdone that concerned him 
or themselves, it should be prepared -against 
Saturday next : for afler that day he would not 
mix his thoughts with any thing that concerned 
this world; nor ever did;— but, as Job, so he 
* waited for the appointed day of his dissolution.** 

And now he was so happy as to have nothing 
to do but to die ; to do which, he stood in need of 
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no l<»iger time ; for he had studied it loii|^ and to 
fio happy a perfection, that in a former sicknew be 
called God to witness (in his Book of Devotkni 
written then) ** He was that minute ready to de- 
'* liver his soul into his hands, if that minute God 
** would determine bis dissolution.'* In that sick- 
ness he begged of God the constancy to be pre- 
^en^ed in that estate for ever : And his patient 
expectation to have his immortal soul disrobed 
from lier garment of mortality, makes me oonfi. 
dent, that he now had a modest assurance that 
liis prayers were then heard, and his petitioD 
granted. He lay fifteen days earnestly expecting 
his hourly change, and in the last hour of his last 
day, as liis body melted away and vapoured into 
spirit, his soul having, I verily beUeve» aone 
re\-elation of the Beatifical Vision, he said* ^ I 
•' were miserable if I might not die,** and after 
those words closed many periods of his faint breath 
by saying c^n, " Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
'* done." His speech, which had long been hia 
ready and faithful ser\'ant, left him not till the 
last minute of his life, and then forsook him, not 
to serve another master (for who speaks like him ?)^ 
but died before him, for that it was then heooroe 
useless to him that now conversed with God on 
earth, as angels are said to do in heaven, only by 
thoughts and looks. Being speechless, and seeing 
heaven by that iUumination by which he saw it, hm 
did as St. Stephen, '' Look steadfastly into it, till he 
-* saw the Son of Man, standing at the ri^t-hand 
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^ of God his fttlierf and being satifified with this 
Uened aiglit» as his soul ascended, and his httt 
bieath departed from him, he closed Ins own eye$, 
and then disposed his hands and body into sudi a 
posture as required not the least alteration by those 
that came to shroud him. 

Thltt TABIABLE, thuS VIBTUOUS wss the life ; 

thus EXCELLENT, thus EXSKPLARY was the death 
of this memorable man. 

He was buried in that ^ace df St Paul's Churchy 
wliidi he had appointed for that use some years 
befere his death, and by which he passed daily to 
pay his puUic devoticms to Almighty God (who 
was then served twice a day by a public form of 
prayer and praises in that place) ; but he was not 
buried privatdy, though he desired it ; for, beside 
an unnumbered number of others^ many persons 
of nobility> and of eminency for learning, who 
did loTe and honoiu: him in his life, did show it 
at his death, by a voluntary and sad attendance of 
his body to the grave, where nothing was so re^ 
maikaUe as a public sorrow. 

To which place of his burial some mournful 
fiiend repaired^ and, as Alexander the Great < did 
to the flrrave of the famous Achilles, so thcv strewed 



ff Wbm Ahundm cro t wd die HeUespont, to Tiait the ruin<k 
of niuoiy he mcMoti to theberoeB Iwried in ^neighbourhood, 
rtpecMiiy to AASHUm. Hephcition, as a mark of bis friendship 
to Akiandcr, crowned the tomb of Patrodoa with flowers. 

(4nt. Un. Hut. Foi, Fill. p. 507. J 
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his with an abundance of curious and oottly 
flowers ^ ; which course they ( who were never jreft 
known) continued moniing and evening for manj 
days, not ceasing till the stones that were taken 
up in that church to ^ve his body admission into 
the cold earth (now his bed of rest) were again bj 
the masons art so levelled and firmed, as they had 
been formerly, and his place of burial undistin> 
guisliable to common view. 

The next day afler his burial, scHue unknown 
friend, some one of the numy lovers and admiren 
of his virtue and learning, writ this epitaph with 
a coal on the wall over his grave : 

" Rewler ! I am to let thee know, 

" DoniM-'ii body only lies below : 

" For, could the gra^e hit toul oaaqwiw, 

" Etfth would be richer than the akies." 



Nor was this all the honour done to his 
ashes ; for as there be some persons that will not 
receive a reward for that for which God aoooonts 
himself a debtor; persons that dare tnnt God 
with their charity, and without a witness ; so there 
was by some grateful unknown friend, that thou^t 
Dr. Donne^s memory ought to be perpetuated, an 



^ " With fairest flowers 

" HliiUt summer lasts, and I live hcK, Fidefe, 
*< I'll sweeten thy sad grave. Thou shalt noC laek 
*' The dower that's like thy face, pale prinmMr, Bar 
" I'he azur'd hare-bell." 

SHAKKfr. Cymbdmeg A» IK * 
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hundred marks sent to his two fiuthAil friends and 
executors (Dr. King and Dr. Mcmfort) towards 
tiie making of his monument It was not fcx 
many years known by whom ; but, after the death 
of Dr. Fox, it was known that it was he that 
sent it : And he Uved to see ashvely a representa- 
tion of his dead friend, as marble can express; a 
statue indeed so hke Dr. Donne, that (as his friend. 
Sir Henry Wotton, had expressed himself) ^ It 
^ seons to breathe faintly, and posterity shall look 
^ upon it as a kind of artifkaal miracle.'' 

He was o£ a stature moderately tall, of a straight 
and equally-proportioned body, to which all his 
wofds and actions gave an imexpressible addition 
of eomdiness. 

The mdancholy and pleasant humour were in 
him so contempered, that each gave advantage to 
the other, and made his company one of the de- 
lists of mankind. 

His fancy was inimitably high, equalled only 
by his great wit ; both being made useful by a 
commanding judgment. 

His aspect was cheerful, and such as gave a 
silent testimony of a clear knowing soul, and of a 
conscience at peace with itself. 

His melting eye showed that he had a soft 
heart, full of compassion ; of too brave a soul to 
offer injuries, and too much a Christian not to 
pardon them in others. 

He did much contemplate (especially afler he 
entered into lus sacred calling) the mercies of 
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Almighty God, the immortalitjr of die tooL ori 
the jojrs of hetven ; and would often my, in a land 
of sacred ecstacy , «" Blesied be God that he is GodL 
^ otity and divinely like himself" 

He was by nature passionate, but mote apt to 
reluct at the excesses of it A great lover of the 
offices of humanity, and of so merdfiil a spiiii; 
that he never beheld the mismes of mankiDd witii- 
out pity and relief. 

He was earnest and unwearied in the s e ard i of 
knowledge ; with which his vigorous soul is bow 
satisfied, and employed in aoontinual praise of that 
God that first breathed it into his active body; 
that body which once was a temple of die Holy 
Ghost, and is now become a smaD quantity of 
Christian dust : — ^But I shd see it reanimatod. 

I. WALTON. 

PiBRUAAV 15, 1639. 



VERSES 



TO TMK 



MEMORY OF DR. J. DONNE. 



AN EPITAPH 

WmiTTXir BY 

DOCTOR CORBET", LATE BISHOP OF OXFORD, 

ON HIS FRIEND, DOCTOR DONNE. 

Ju E that wou'd write an epitaph for thee. 
And write it well» must first begin to be 
Such as thou wert ; for none can truly know 
Thy life and worth, but he that hath iir'd so. 
He must have wit to spare, and to hurl down ; 
Enough to keep the gallants of the town. 
He must have learning plenty; both the laws, 
CiTil and common, to judge any cause ; 
Divinity great store above the rest, 
Not of the last edition, but the best. 



ilk, RiCBAin CoasXT, in 1632, tnuisUted from the See of Oxford, 
^ Uutt of Norwich, died in 1S35. He wu in his younger years one of the 
'^^Qit celcbnted wits in the Univerrity of Oxford, afterward admired for hi:4 
^^ittBt and eloquent preaching, and much commended for his great liberality 
^<^ mnniarencf, and particularly in promoting the repair of St. Paul*)* 
VqL. I. L C. hedraL 
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He mast haye langaage, travel, all the artf» 
Jadgment to use, or eke he wants tbjr parts. 
He must hare frieods the highest, able to do« 
Such as Meccsnas, and Aii(ttstas too. 
He must have such a sicknessy such a death. 
Or else his Tain desoriptioos come beneath. 
He that would write ao epitaph for thee 
Should fine be dead ; let it alone lor tm. 



C«th0dnL The volume of his Pbemt, which have giftt SMvil, ii mm 
common; and tberefbfe terenl cstncU from H are pdhttilwd in the ! 
Britannka. 



•* If Sowing wit, ff vcma writ widi 
•• If karaiiig, mid of pedantrj, can 
** If modi good himoiir, jolnM to eoBd 
** And mirth, aoeaai|ianiad with 

- Can give a poet a jtHt right to tene, 
•* Then CORBET noay imaortal honour 
** Fdf lie tlMaa rirtoai had, nd hi Mi 

* Poiilc nd hwoie ffdril dilBMt 

• Tho* ^^^^gh^ yii aoJM, §\ km n 

« WMh wit Mid wiadm a^pall^ awhiU 

** Btatai^ Mma* thr iiaina w looSrin^ 

- Thou TOit*ft a powar this pradigr to patat, 

•« Aioi«eapQat,pialaiCbaiidafaiou AC 

I ^My* Anf« in mt JmWtm vSMS- J 



DOCTOR JOSK BOKMB. MB 



MY EVER DESIRED DOCTOR DONNE. 

AN ELEGY, 

BY H. KINO, LATE BISHOP OP CHICHBSTER. 

TO have liv'd emineat, in a ckgree 
Beyond oar loftietl thoughts, that is like thee ; 
Or t'hava faftd too much merit is not safei 
For Bach exeesses find no epitaph* 

At eoiDlnoa graves we have poetic eyes , 
Can melt themselves in easy elegies ; 
Each quill can drop his tributary verse. 
And pin it, like the hatchments, to the hearse : 
Bat at thine, poem or inscription 
(Rieb sMil of wit ud language) we have none. 
Indeed a sileace does that tonA befit. 
Where is no herald left to blazon it. 
Widow'd Invention jostly doth forbear 
To come abtoad, knowing thou art not there : 
Late her great patron, whose prerogative 
Maintained and cloth'd her so, as none alive 
Moat now presume to keep her at thy rate, 
Though he the Indies for her dower estate. 
Or else that awful fire which once did burn 
In thy olear brain, now fallen into thy urn, 
Lives there to fright rude empirics from thence, 
Which might proCsoe thee by their ignorance. 
Whoever writes of thee, and in a style 
Unworthy such a theme, does but revile 
Thy precious duat, and wakes a learned spirit, 
Whieh may reveoig^ his rapes npon thy merit 

L2 
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For all a low-pitchM fancy can devise 
Will prove at best but hallowed injuries. 
Tbou, like the dying swan, didst lately sing 
Thy mournful dirge in audience of the King ; 
When pale looks and faint accents of thy breatb 
Presented so to life that piece of death. 
That it was fear*d and prophesy *d by all 
Thou thither cam'st to preach thy funeral. 
Oh ! hadst thou in an elegiac knell 
Rung ont unto the world thine own fareweU, 
And in thy high victorious numbers beat 
The solemn measures of thy grievM retreat. 
Thou might^st the poet*s service now have mist. 
As well as then thou didst prevent the priest: 
And never to the world beholden be. 
So much as for an epitaph for thee. 

I do not like the office : nor is't fit 
Thou, who did*st lend our age such tuma of wit, 
Shouldst now reborrow from her bankrupt fluna 
That oar to bury thee which first was thine ; 
Rather still leave us in thy debt : — and knoWt 
Exalted soul ! more glory 'tis to owe 
Thy memory, what we can never paj. 
Than with embased coin those rites defraj. 

Commit we then thee to thyself, nor blame 
Our drooping loves, that thus to thine owo bm* 
Leave thee executor, since but thine own 
No pen could d«5 thee juj^tice, nor bays crovm 
Thy vast deserts ; save that we notbiog emn 
Depute to be thy ashes* guardian. 

So jewellers no art or metal tmst 

To form the diamond, but the diamond's dmL 
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AN ELEGY ON DOCTOR DONNE. 

OiJR Donne is dead! and we naay sighing saj. 
We had that man where Language chose to stay 
And show her utmost power. I would not praise 
That and his great wit, which in our vain days 
Make others proud ; but as these serv'd to unlock 
That cabinet} his mind, where such a stock 
Of knowledge was repos'd^ that I lament 
Our just and general cause of discontent. 

And I rejoice I am not so severe. 
But as I write a line, to weep a tear 
For his decease : Such sad extremities 
Can make such men as I write elegies. 

And wonder not ; for when so great a loss 

FaUs on a nation, and they slight the cross, 

<xod hath rais'd prophets to awaken them 

From their dull lethargy ; witness my pen. 

Not QsM to upbraid the world, though now it must 

Freely and boldly, for the cause is just. 

Dull age ! oh, I would spare thee, but thou'rt worse: 
Thou art not only dull, but hast a curse 
Of black ingratitude : If not, couldst thou 
Part with this matchless man, and make no vow 
For thee«nd thine successively to pay 
Some sad remembrance to his dying day? 

Did his youth scatter poetry, wherein 

Lay love's philosophy ? Was every sin 

Pictured in his sharp satires, made io foul 

That some have fear'd Sin's shapes, and kept their soul 
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Safer by reading Terse? Did he gire daja. 
Past marble tnoonneotf , to those whoae praise 
He wou*d perpetuate? Did he (I fear 
Eovy will doobt) these at his tweDtieth jeer? 

But, more mntur*d ; did his rich soul coneeite, 
And in harmonious holy numbers weave 
A crown of sacred sonnets^, fit t^adorn 
A dying martyrV brow, or to be worn 
On that ble^s'd head of Maty Magdalen, 
After she wip*d Christ's feet, bat not till thes? 
Did he (fit for such penitents as she 
And he to use) leave us a Letanie ' 
Which all devout men love, and doubtless shall. 
As times grow better, grow more classical ? 
Did he write hymns, for piety and wit. 
Equal to those great grave Prudentius writ? 



k «• La Cnrana,** m pom* written hj Dr. Donae* and 
holy ionneu, tbt lirrt Um «r nrh •otnil tegbioiqf witli Ibc Imk Hat 
piwdii^ oae* die pom fwyinning aad cDdii^ widi d» 

•• Drigm at my hmtia Udi cimv* of pnyv 

The nil 



I A poem to colled, writitn by Dkainc, who, io o iMtor to Wo 
lleivy Goodjcre, fiv-oi Uib oocouni of k. ** Sfaiee mxj inprinoaMBi 
•^ bed I have node o moriitation in vcnc. whkli I eoD a Utaaj : IW 
*• you know, imports no other than MippUcatkM ; but afl diMiUk i hmv 
■* funn oT nippUcation by that name. AmoqfM andent aanali, I ■ 
'* tome 900 yeor«, I hovo met two l^etanlM in Latin wroe, wWck gavi 
•« not the roMim of my OfioditatioM ; far la good faith I IhoqflM aol 
•• them, but thtf} p%e me a dcfcnce, if ony nan to a Laynan aad a Mnat 
•* impute it at a taih lo take axh diriaa aad pubttfot 
« link thoBfta.** fLrtter$,^.jk3i.j 



Spake lia all languages ? Knew be all Jaws ? 
The grounda and oae of phytic — butt because 
'Twaa iiiarcenaqr, wav'd it ? went to aee 
Tbat bajHRf piaoe of Cbriat'a nativity »? 
Did he retnni and preach him ? preach him 8o» 
As, since St. Paal, none ei^er did? they know-*— - 
Those happy spols that bear'd him know this truth. 
Did he confirm thy ag'd, convert thy youth ? 
Did he these wonders? and is his dear loss 
Moura'd by so few? — few for so great a cross. 

Bat sure tbe silent are ambitions all 

To be close mourners at his funeraL 

If not ; in common pity they forbear. 

By repetitions, to renew our care : 

Or knowing grief conceived and hid, consumes 

Man's life insensibly (as poison's fumes 

Corrupt the brain), take silence for the way 

T'enlaige the soul from these walls, mud and clay« 

(Materials of this body) to remain 

With him in heaven, where no promiscuous pain 

Lessens those joys we have ; for with him all 

Are satisfyM with joys essential. 

Dwell on these joys, my thoughts ! — Oh ! do not^call 
Grief back, by thinking on his funeral. 
Forget he lov'd me : Waste not my swift years 
Which haste to David's seventy, fill'd with fears 
And sorrows for his death : Forget his parts. 
They find a living grave in good men's hearts: 
And, for my first is daily paid for sin. 
Forget to pay my second sigh for him : 



■ But it appflm from the pnocding page^ that hif intcntkiis of wUUng 
^ Hotj Lnd were (hiUfatcd. 

L4 



168 VKRfrrS TO THE MEMOET, &C. 

Forget his powerrul preaching ; and forget 

I am his convert. Oh my fraily ! let 

My flesh be no more heard ; it will obtrude 

This lethargy : So shoald my gratitude. 

My vows of gratitude should be so broke* 

Which can no more be, than his virtues, spoke 

By any but himself: For which cause I 

Write no encomiums, but this elegy; 

Which, as a free-will offering, I here give 

Fame and the world; and, parting with it, grieve 

I want abilities 'fit to set forth 

A monument as matchless as his worth. 

JZ. WA. 

April 7, 1631. 
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THE WORKS OF DOCTOR JOHN DONNE, 

DBAN OF ST. PAUL% LONDON^ 

I. " PSEUDO-MARTYR ; wherein out of certaine 
PropoiitioDS and Gradations this Conclil^ion is evicted, 
that those which are of the Romane Religion in this 
Kingdome, may and ought to take the Oath of Allege- 
ance." Londouy 1610, quarto. 

II. "DEVOTIONS upon EMERGENT OCCA- 
SIONS, and several STEPS in my SICKNESS ; digested 
into— 1. Meditations upon our humane Condition. — 8. 
Bzpostulations and Debatementa with God. — 3. Prayers 
apon several Occasions to him." London^ 1624, 12mo. 

This book is dedicated to Prince Charles* The sub- 
jects of the different devotions are expressed in twenty- 
two hexameter verses prefixed to the work. 

** Stationes sive period! in morbo, ad quas referuntur 
■leditationes seqnentes. 

1. Imultut mavti primal, f. Pdtt actio Ubm. 

8b Decubitus lequitur tuidem. 4 Medkuaque vocatur. 

S, Soiua adttt* 6. Metuit. 7. Sodua lOil jungier inatat,** dec 

A fourth edition of this work appeared in 16S4« 

III. « The ANTIENT HISTORY of the SEPTUA- 
GINT ; written in Greeke by Aristcus 1900 Yeares since. 
Of hii Voyage to Hierasalen, as Ambassador from 
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Ptolomeos Philadelphus unto Eleaier then Pontiffe of 
the Jeirs. Conceroing the first Translation of the Bible 
by the 72 Interpreters ; with many other remarkable 
Circumstances. Neirly done into English by J. Don VB.** 
London^ 1633, 8vo, or 16mo. 

<< N. B. There are added Proores concerning this 
History, and a short Discourse of the Antiquity and 
Dignity of the Sacred Bookes, and Excellency of their 
Inspired Writer the Prophet Moses/' 

A new edition of this version, said to be very mnch 
corrected from the original, was published in 1686, 
12mo. 

IV. << JUVENILIA, or certaine Paradozet and Pro- 
blems/' London^ 1633, quarto. 

V. << POEMS by J. D. with ELEGIES on Iba 
AUTHOR'S DEATH.**— 16SS, quarto. The aame ia 
1635, 8vo or 16aM>; and again in 1664, 8?o or 16ao. 
The last edition contains a dedication to Lord CrafitB, hf 
Dr. John Donne, the son, and a eopy of i rt iica to Ilr. 
Donne, by B. Joy. i. e. Ben Jonaon. Prelsad to Iha 
Toloaie is a print of the Anthor in a tail of araaoVt 
with eight verses under it, by laak Waltoo. Thtva is 
another edition of the poems in 1669, 8fo. 

VI. «« LXXX SERIiONS,** 1640, folio, with a print 
of the Anthor, »t. 42, M. Merian, jan. so. Wtth a 
Dedication to King Charlea, and laaak Waltoo*a Life of 
Dr. Donne. 

VII. «« L SERMONS; the Second Volone/* 1849, 
folio. — This Tolume contains two dedications ; the Irst 
«« To Basil, Earl of Denby f and the areood '« To Bot 
stred Whitlock, Riebard Keeble, and John Uile, Lot* 
Commiiwo n er s of the Great Seale.** 
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VIIL ^XXVl SERMONS; tU tUfd Volume,'' 
J66I.— With a dedication ^ To King Charkt W 

Many of the sermoDs in the preceding volumes were 
printed separately at diSMreni timet. 

IX. ** LETTERS to several Persons of Honour. 
Pablished by John Donne, Doetor of the Civill Law." 
London, 1664, 4to ; and dedicated by him '' To the most 
virtoooa and excellent Lady M'^ BfMget Duneh.^ 

X. «< ESSAYS in DIVINITY, Ac being several Dis- 
qoititions interwoven with Meditations and Prayers.'' 
1661, I8mo. Written by him before he went into holy 
orders. 

XI. " PARADOXES, PROBLEMS, ESSAYS, CHA- 
RACTERS, flco. To whidi is added, a Book of Epi- 
grams, written io Latin by the same Author, tranriated 
into English by J. Mayne, D. D. As also Ignatius his 
Conclave, a Satyr, translated out of the original Copy 
written rn Latin by the same Author; found lately 
amottgat his own Papers." London, 1663, ISmo. 

Several parts of this volume were printed before under 
dilferent titles. 

Of the tract <* Ignatius hfs Conclave," it must be ob- 
served, that it was originally written in Latin with this 
title ; ^ Conclave Ignatii, sive ejus in nuperis infemi co- 
mitiif Inthronisatio : ubi varia de Jesuitarum indole, de 
levo inferno oreando, de ecclesii InnaticA instituendA 
per Satyram congesta sunt. Aocessit et Apologia pro 
Jesuius." 

This little volume is printed without the name of the 
tutbor or printer, and without any intimation of time or 
place. It contains many severe and ironical invectives 
«gifnst Ignatius Loyola, who founded the order of the 
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Jesuits in 1540. The author describes himself in a Tisioii. 
'' Eram in cxtasi, et 

** AiiimuU %agu]« Uanduta 
** Cutnoi hoiKpcwiiic mrptirj* 

*' per omnia libera vagata est, omnes copioram contig* 
*' natiunos nuinerabat el volumma: omnes insularum 
" uatantium omniumque in firmamento hsrentium tituf, 
** dimensiones, naturas, popuios, eliam et politeias con« 
'* plexa est/* — He proceeds ; " Iclu oculi etiam et inferos 
« video in conspectu meo positos/* — " Ad penitiora pro* 
** gressus vidi locum frecretioroni ipsique Lucifero fer^ 
'^ proprium, ad quern ineundum iis tantiim juieralqai 
<* ita aliquid novi in vita rooliti fuerant, ut antiquitati 
" barbam vellerent, et dubia et anxietates scrapulosqoe 
^^ injicerenty et post invectam quidvis opinandi Uoemiam 
'' tandem prorsus contraria iis quse ante itatuta foerant 
" statuerent." 

Many candidates claim an admission into the inCeraal 
regions, as Copernicus, Paracel^ius, Machiavel, dtc To 
them Ignatius Lojola is priferred : Lucifer enlertaint 
bini ns a bosom Iriend and counsellor, autl propoiCi to 
him tii^ acquisition nf a tr'rrit«jry in the moou. *' Illnc 
'^ Ji'SuitiL* omnes transfretabnnt» ecclesiamque lunatieaai 
*' Uomaiicif conciiiabunt." 

Id the mean time it is publicly announced that the 
Pope is prevailed upon to canomae Ignatius : '* Iniquaai 
** enim esse, cikm omnes artifices laniique propbaai 
*' peculiares quos invocarent divos baberentt solia laoiii 
*' spintualibus et regicidis suus deesset.'* 

Ignatius casting his eyes on the throne next that of 
Lucifer, a^ks by whom it is filled. When he hears thft 
name of Boniface, he breaks out into a violent repcoack 
against him, and drives him from his place, in which ka 
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seats himself with the approbation of Lacifer. And 

here the vision ends. 

The tract concludes with a pretended defence of the 

Jesuits : ** Tandem ad apologiam pro Jesnitis accedendum, 
id est, de illis silendum. Favet enim iUis qoisquis de 
illis tacet. Nee certe cuiquam dintissim^ iocuto (etsi 

** ei Oceanus Clepsydra esset) unquam deerit quod de 

<< eorum flagitiis addere possit." 

XII. BIAGANATOX. A Declaration of that Paradoxe 
or Thesis, that Self-homicide is not so nataraliy Sin, that 
it may never be otherwise. Wherein the Nature and 
Eixtent of all those Lawes, which seem to be violated by 
this Act, are diligently surveyed." London, printed by 
John Dawson. — 4to. 

This work was published by the author's son, with a 
dedication to the Lord Philip Herbert, dated from his 
houae in Covent*Garden, 28; no mention is made of 
month or year here or in the title-page. At the end ot 
the book we find *' 20 Sept. 1644, imprimatur Jo. Rush- 
worth.** 

la the University library at Cambridge are three copies 
of this book, in two of which are written letters by the 
editor. One copy, which contains the letter to Mr. 
Lee, was Bishop Moore's ; the other, containing the 
fetter to Mr. Carter, belonged to Mr. Lucas, who founded 
tbe Locasian Professorship at Cambridge. 

LETTER I. 

^rOE HIS MUCH HONORED FRINDE MR. LEB, AT THE 

COCKPITT. 



<« 



SIB, 



** I take the bouldnesse to present to your bands this 
'* booke, hopinge that it may bee welcome to you, even 
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" for the patroDe*9 sske who bms recetTed it tot nobly, 
'* that I canoot doubt but that all his friodt will oator* 
** taioe it as some thioge that beloogs to ny Lordo 
'< Herbert, and has Ijen still theso flvftie last yean to 
** expect a patrone noble enough to entertaine a paaet 
** that is an absolute origioall, and, I thiocke, dnwoa by 
** noe very ill a hande. 

** Sir 9 your moat homblo serrtnty 

«< JO noKNP ^ 
Covent-Gardbii, Oet. 26. 

LETTER II. 

** won THB EIGHT WOBaUIPFtaL EDWAED CAETBE, IBQ. 
*« BIB. 

*' I have here sent you a booke that niBy perndTeEtaiis 

** giTe yoa some entertainement out of the Borellit of 

'* the tibject, but that is not all my reason of praaastango 

** it to you at this time ; for, sinoa I lifod in this rariah^ 

'* I have published a Tolnme of eighty seraMms prMahad 

*< by my father ; and hare prepared sixty more, wbith 

'< are licensed and entered in the Printer's Halle ; whiob 

'* is, as farr as I can drive them, uatill the tiasaa alller. 

** I was eoconradged to undertake this worke by the 

'' leamedest men in the kingdome of all professioasv and 

was often told that 1 should deserve better by doingp 

soe, then by keepinge them to my owne ase, for bj 

this meanes I did not only preach to the present a<%a, 

'* but to our children's children. Sir, I write this to yoa 

" that you may judg what a sad condition a schoUer is 

'* in ; when at a public vestry in this parish, I was told 

** by a pittifoll ignorant baker, I was an idle man, and 

•* never preached. 

** Your humble servant^ 

" JO. DONNE." 
Another edition of the Biathanatos appeared in IMS. 
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A Satirical Poem, called << A Scoorge for Paper Perse- 
** colors, by I. D. 1625/' 4to, has been attributed to Dr. 
Donne. It was written by John Davies of Hereford, 
and is printed in his ** Scourge of Folly/' 8vo. which is 
not inserted by Wood among the works of Davies. See • 
•• Wood's Ath. Ox." VoL I. col. 444. 

Dr. Donne is esteemed the author of a Latin Epitaph, 
inscribed on a monument erected in the church of Han- 
sted in Suffolk, to the memory of Mrs. Elizabeth Drury, 
eldest daughter of Sir Robert Drury, Knight, who died 
in 1610, in the 15th year of her age. She was the 
heiress of an immense fortune, and is said to have been 
destined for the consort of Henry Prince of Wales. The 
Lines by Dr. Donne, inserted in <' The Spectator," 
No. 41, and affirmed to allude to his mistress, were 
really written on this lady, the innocent and lovely 
daofhter of his friend. Tradition reports, that she died 
of a box on the ear, which her father gare her. This 
ooneeit rose probably from her being represented on her 
BMNiiiment as reclining her head on one hand; just as the 
sloiy of Lord RussePs daughter dying of a prick of her 
lager, took its origin from her statue in Westminster 
Abbey, which represents her as holding down her finger, 
isd pointing to a Death's head at her feet. 

In the same church of Hanstcnl, is another monument, 
with an inscription, supposed to be written by Dr. Donne, 
toamemorating both Sir William Drury, (who, in 1589, 
Wtt killed in a duel, in France, by Sir John Borough, 
Ksight,) and Sir Robert Drury, Knight, his son, who 
died in 1615. See <« Hist, and Antiq. of Hansted,'' 
p.143. 

" A Copy of Verses, by Dr. Donne,*' is prefixed to 
'* Ctptain Smith's History of Virginia, 1626." Fol. 
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family of the ^Vottons liave so long inhabited thr 
one, and now lie buried in the other, as appears by 
their many monuments in that church ^ : the Wot- 
tons being a family that hatli brought forth divers 
persons eminent for wisdom and valour, whost* 
heroic acts and noble employments, both in Eng- 
land and in foreign parts, have adorned themselves 
and this nation, which they have ser\'ed abroad 
fiuthfuUy in the discharge of their great trusty 
and prudently in their negociations with aeveral 
princes ; and also served at liome with much ho* 
Doiur and justice, in their wise managing a great 
part of tlie public affairs thereof in the variou* 
times both of war and peace. 

But lest I should be tliought by any that may 
incline either to deny or doubt this truth, not to 
have observed moderation in the comdiendatkNi cf 
this fiunfly ; and siso for that I believe the merita 
and memory of such peraoiis ought to be thankp 
fully recorded, I sliall offer to the consideration cf 
every reader, out of the testimony of thdr pedigree 
and our chronicles, a part, and but a part, of that 
just commendation which might be from thence 
enlarged, and sliall then leave the indifletent 
reader to judge whether my error be an excess oc 
defect of commendations'. 



^ (X thnc iDononMiti see «* H«lfd'f Hkborj of Kent,* ««L hi. 
^ ♦S7 ,^" Harriii-« Hiftory of Kait," p. 48. 



' HoUii^iKctl iufoniu lu that the frntuly oT the Wi 
ver)' ancient, and thai *' ixtae pcnoni of that MinMOir fSor 



i« 



SIR KEKBY W«TTON. ISl 

«ir Bobert Wotton of Boctcm Malberbe, Kni^ 
was bom abcmt the year of Christ 146Q: He^ 
livii^ in the reign o£ King Edwqrd IV. was fay 
him trusted to be Lieutmiant <^ Guisnea^ to be 
Knight Porter, and Comptndler of Calais, wh^re 
he died, aad lies honoittrably buried 

Sir Edward Wotton of Bocton Malherbe^ Knigfa^ 
(to» and heir of the said Sir Robert) was bom in 
the year of Christ, 1489» in the reign of King 
Henry VII. ; he was made Treasurer of Calaisp 
and of die Privy Council to King Henry VIU. 
who offered him to be Lord Chanedlor of England ; 
^ But," saith HoUinshed, in his Chronide^ ** out of 
•• a virtuous modesty he refused it" 

Thomas Wotton of Bocton Malherbe, Esqui«^ 
sdki ma heir of the said Sir Edward^ and the 
ftthek* of our Sir Henry that occasions this relation, 
was bom in the year of Christ, 1581 : He was a 
gentleman excell^fitiy educated, aad studious in 
all the liberal arts ; in the knowledge whereof he 
attained unto a great perfection ; who, though he 
had (besides those abilities, a very noble and ^en- 
tiful estate and the ancient interest of his prede- 
cefsors) many invitations from Queen Elizabeth 
to duHige his country recreations and retirement 
ibr a court, offering him a knighthood (she was 



^* ringokritiet of wit uid lentiiiig, for their honour uiA goYvn- 
'' ment in and of the realm^ about the prince and eUewhors, at 
" home and abroad, deserve such commendations, that tbejr 
" aerit mveo signari UfOloT (Ckrm, Vol. /. p. 1 WZ.) 

MS 
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then with him at Boeton-hall), and that to be but 
as an earnest of some more honouraUe and more 
profitable employment under her ; yet he humWf 
refused both, being a man of great modesty, of sr 
most plain and single heart, of an andent Awdooa 
and integrity of mind. A commendation wUdi 
Sir Henry Wotton took occasion often to remcm- 
bar with great gladness, and thankfuUy to boaat 
himself the son of such a father; from whom 
indeed he derived that noble ingenuity that was 
always practised by himself, and which heevw 
both commended and cherished in otheit^ TUs 
Thomas was also remarkable for hospitality, a gre at 
lover and much beloved of his country ; to whicfc 
may justly be added, that lie was a cherisher cf 
learning, as appears by that excellent antiquary, Mk. 
William Lambert', m his Perambulation cTKst 
This Thomas had four sons % Sir Edward^ Sr 
James, Sir John, and Sir Henry. 



^ WnxiAM Lamsard of LanoolD'f Inn, gnt a pnpi if 
rcnoe Nowdl the kumed Antiqiuiy, aid known to tht 
nMgigtrate at the author of '' EimiaidM, or of the (NIee if the 
*' Juitioee of Ptoaoe, 1599," ml oTthe « Dvliii if Cmti^Um^ 
•« Bonhotcfen, Thhing-Men, end eodi other Lowe end Eif 
" Minklcn of the IVeoe, IGOI." Hfa ^ PfMnhnleriw of BiC 
nindi qiplended by Cendcn, encuui m g e d wmuf oMoe mmm ef 
leeming to cndcevour the like ecnrieei tat thor eeincqr- 
HUduef work u ''The Ardunononik ave de prkcw Ai«l». 
f ram Legihae, 156S,* being e tnarirtien if the 



• Sir Hbiirv Wottow, in e letter to Lord Zonch, 
Fkirtnoe, Aug. 14, 1592, mentioni tm bralher Bdwaift m 



SIB HXmiY WOTTOK. IftS 

Sir Edwttd was knighted ' b3r Queen Elinb^ 
and made C<nnptraUer of her Majesty's Housdiold: 
^ He was^" saith Camden, ^ a man remarkable for 
** many and great empk>]rments m the state during 
^ her reign, and several times Amfaassadw into 
finreign nations. After her death, he was by 
King James made ComptidAer of his Household^ 
M and called to be of his Privy Coundlt and by 
M him advanced to be Lord Wottmi, Baran of 






iiBviDf Istt hit wiSe, a fentfewonitn, ia Us opinioii, of moit nre 
ymtim; hbbrodier James at gone to serve in the Low Cooiitiie*; 
mod kia brother John as retirad to a solitary lifi^ and at some 
with his lady. 



^ ^ My bother Edward haifa, either against his wil^ as some 
" WKj, er wiA it, as I say, been kni^^ited.** (LetUr to Lord 

ImtK *to* Siemfia, Dec. IS, ISgj.} Sir Edward WottonwM, 

ai 15S5, sent Ambassador into Soodand, tat die {Nupoie of oa»* 
tmeting a league offifiisiTe and dcAnsiTe widi the King, to 
c uMUt e ia ct the hofy lei^e, which die Pope, die Spanish KiBg, 
the Goiaes, and others had made to extirpate die wfurHi e d 

la^gion. (BpoUmootM Bui. p. $S9.J His diameter, whik 

ka waa engi^ged in that endMNsy, is thus dfawn by Dr. Sobsrtaon. 
** Tins man irasgi^,wdl4Nred^ and anfesttaiiing; hesKodladin 
'^ aD the ensrciaea fiar which Jamaa had a paaairaij and amua a d 
** die young King by relating the advcntwea whidi he had met 
^ witl^ sod die ohaarfatkma he had made daring a hng residence 
* in fefiign countries; but under the rtH of these superficial 
** qnalifiwi, he connaaled a dai^geroua and intriguing spirit He 
** WOOD gnm into h^ fiivour with Jamea, and while ha was 
** aasininglj! attendee only to pleasure and diversjoa^he acq[uired 
" influence over the public coundK to a degree which was in« 
'' daosnt 6r a stranger to possess." (Buianf rf ScoiUmd, 

B. riL) 

M4 
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Merley in Kentp and made Lord laeutenant of 

that county/* 

Sir James, the second son, may he numheivd 
among the martial men of his age, who was in the 
thirty-eighth of Queen Kiisabeth's reign (with 
Robert Karl of Sussex, Count Lodowick of Nasau, 
Don Christophoro. son ot* i\jitonio King of Portu- 
gal, and divers other gentlemen of noUeness and 
valour) knighted in the field near Cadia in Spain, 
atlter they had gotten great honour and riches he^ 
sides a notable retaliation of injuries by taking that 

town '. 

Sir John being a gentleman excellently accom- 
plished, both by lesiming and travel, was knighted 
by Queen Klizal)etli, and by her looked uix)n witli 
more than ordinar}- favour, and with intentions of 
preferment ; but death in his younger years put a 
period to iiis growing hopes. 

Of Sir Henry, my following discourse shall give 
an nc'coimt. 

The descent of these fore-named Wottons were 
all in a direct line, and most of them in their 
actions in the memory of those with wliom we 
have conversed : But if I had locikH so far hack a<i 
to Sir Nicholas AVotton (who lived in the reign of 



s 1 hr Etfl of E*^ex made kni^htn to tlie number uT uxiy. 
Siimc «f them wprr iirnonA of littli* Tortuiie*, nor was Queen 
F.lizabeth plntM-d with him lor making kiiighthoorl ^^o romman. 

A kn%f!b\ of CuIcK ■ cni!Unun oT Walai, ■»! ■ Iui4 of ih« nMtfa Mimirfr. 
A ,%cinuii lif Kent »i*h hi« ^tarii rt:'t mill !•'. \ ihciii (-Lit all thn«. 
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Ku^ lEUcliiid 11.) or b^iMfe hioi, upon divtts oti^ 
of great note in their levenQ agen^ I mif^ by 
KHne be thought tedious; aad yet others may 
more justly think me negligent, if I cxnit to men* 
tion Nicholas Wotton, tlie fourth scm of Sir Robert* 
wiign I first named. 

TbjiB NichokM Wotton was Doctor of Law, and 
sometime Dean both oi York and Canterbury ^ ; 
a man whom God did not iMily . bless with a long 
li&^ but with great abilities of mind, and an indi- 
natiiWL to employ them in the seryiee of his country, 
as is testified by his several employments ', having 
been sent nine times Ambassador ^ unto fiareign 
princes ; and by his being a Privy Caunsell<»' to 



■> He was installed Dean of York, Dec ^ 1544^ m in 1548 he 
was consrifaitfd the first Daanof Canterbuiy by the Gbaittr of 
InoorporatioQ. He held both these prafiarments to the time oi 
his'death, Jan. 26, 1566-7. What Sir Henry Wotton said of Sir 
FWBp SUnej, has been applied to Nidiolas Wotton. ^ That he 
** was die VC17 OMasmiB of oongndty.* Henry VIII. thus ad- 
drewed him on his appointment to a foreign embassy ; " I have 
" aant a bead by CrcmwaU^ a purse by Wolsey, a sword by 
" Bnmdaa, and must now send the Uw by you." (Lloyd's SttUe 
WortUu, p. 107*^— He was considered as possessing the 
quahfieations of a statesman in a very eminent degree. '' Every 

yoimker speaks «a politic as Bishop 
(Sgasa^M LtUen to kis Friemd Iwamnito.) 



i€ «MaH«V>41M wi ■■If m.m m^C^.a .. DI-U^^im FLm^mJiw*..,,^ ^^ Tk.. llf^-AA^^ •* 



' Camden, in his Britannica. 

^ It appears, from the inscription on his monument, tliat lie 
was sent Ambassador twice to the Emperor Charles V. once to 
Fliilip Kuig of Spain^ once to Francis L the French King, thricv 

tM 
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King Heniy VIII. toEdwaid VI. toQaeoiMay 
and Queen Elisabeth ; who ako, after he liad faeok 
during the wars between England, and Seodandl 
and France, three several times (and not onanc 
oessfuUy) employed in committees for setUipg of 
peace betwixt this and those Idi^pdoms^ ** died," 
saith learned Camden, •* full of cmnmendatiflna fir 
** wisdom and piety.** He was also by the will ef 
King Henry VIIL made one of his ezeeoton^ and 
chief Secn^ary of State to his son, that psoM 
Prince Edward VI.— Concerning which NidMlBi 
Wotton, I shall say but this little moR; ttat he 
refused (being offered it by Queen Elisabelh) to 
be ArchbiAop of Canterbury ' — and that he &d 
not rich, though he lived in that time of the disso- 
lution of abbeys. 

More might be added ; but by this it 
that Sir Heniy Wotton was a hrandi of 
kindred, as left a stock of reputatiim to tiicir 
terity; such reputation as mi|^t kindle • 



to Henry II. faii Mn, once to Mflfj Qtteoi of K 

of the Low CoantriOTp and twice to WOliflB Dako of 

That he wM alio a CoanniMHDerit the leaewal of 

the Engliih, and Fiench and Soota^ at a place 

and- Aides, in 1546, and abo at the cattle of CndHnqr, 

and lastly at Edinburgh, in 1560l Ses hn life ia a W] 

work latdy published, entitled, " Sooie acoDont of the Daaaa of 

<* Cantetbury, IWan the new Foundation of that Chnch by 

" Henry VIII. to the pfcscnt Time. By Heniy John Todd, 

" M. A.* 

■HoUingihed. 
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akmhtioii : n^ and preserve a noble am- 

hilaoD in th his name and ftmily, to perfbmi 

■etions worthy of their ancetton. 

And that Sir Henry Wotbm did Mr might ap- 
pew more perfectly than my pen can express it, if 
of his many surviving firiadds, some one of higher 
parts and emplojrments had been pleased to have 
commended his to posterity ; but since some years 
ne now passed, and they have all (I know hot 
why) forbom to do it, my gratitude to my dead 
fiiendf and the roiewed request of some " that still 
live solicitous to see this duty performed, these 
have had a power to persuade me to undertake it ; 
which truly, I have not done, but with some dis- 
trust of mine own abilities ; yet so fiu: fixim despair, 
that I am modestly confident my humble language 
wtuSk be accepted, because I shall present all 
ifMlrri widi a commixture of truth, and Sir Heniy 
Wotton's merits. 

This being premised, I proceed to tdU the reader, 
that the father of Sir Henry Wotton was twice 
married; first to Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir 
John Rudstone, Knight; after whose death, though 
his inclination was averse to all contentions, yet 
necessitated he was to several suits in law ; in the 
prosecution whereof (which took up much of his 
timet and were the occasion of many discontents) 



■ Sir Edwud Bith Cltfcnlieux^ King of AxtoM, Mr. Charkt 
Cotton, and Mr. NidL Oaderl, sometime Sir Henry Wotton's 
jemnt, and one of the witncties to his last will. 
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he was hj di vera of his friends earnestly persuaded 
to a remarriage ; to whom he as often answend. 
" That if ever he did ptit on a resolution to mmtf^ 
'' ho was seriously resolved to avoid three soKs of 
" persons, namely, 

'« ThMe tliat had children ; 
** Those that liad law-suits ; 
'* And those that wexe of liis kindred" 

And yet, following his own law-suits, he met m 
Westminster-hall with Mrs. Elionora Morton, 
widow to Robert ^lorton of Kent, Esquire, wfaa 
was also engaged in several suits in law ; and he, 
obser\'ing her comportment at the time of hearing 
one of her causes before the Judges, could not btft 
at the same time both compassionate her condifioii, 
and affect her person (for tlie tears of loven^ or 
beauty drest in sadness, are observed to have h 
them a charming eloquence, and to become very 
often too strong to be resisted), which I menHon, 
because it proved so with this Thomas Wotton ; 
for although there were in her a concurrence oTiB 
those accidents, against which he had so seriously 
resolved, yet his affection to her grew then io 
strong, that he resolved to solicit her for a wlft; 
and did, and obtained her. 

By her (who was the daughter of Sir Williani 
Finch of l^Iastwell in Kent) he had only Henry 
his youngest son. His mother undertook to be 
tutoress imto him during much of his diildhood ; 
for whose care and puns he paid ber eadi day 
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such vidUe signs of future perfection, in 
Dg, as turned her employment into a pleasing 
le ; which she was content to continue, till 
itber took him into his own particular cai^ 
iisposed of him to a tutor in his own house 
cton. 

d when time and diligent instruction had made 
it fin* a removal to a higher form (which was 
early), he was sent to Winchester-school, a 

of strict discipline and order ; that so he 
t in his youth be moulded into a method of 
[ by rule, which his wise &ther knew to be 
Qost necessary way, to make the future part 
B life both happy to himself, and useful for 
Usdiarge of all business^ whether public or 
tt. 

l4 that he might be confirmed in this re* 
itji he was at a fit age" removed firom that 
1 to be a Commoner of New^CoU^^ in 
td ; both being founded by William Wick- 
Bishop of Winchester. 

lere he continued, till about the eighteenth 
of his age ; and was then transplanted into 
n'a-CoIlege, where within that year he was 
le diief of that college persuasively enjoined 
ite a play for their private use (it was the 
dy of Tancredo), which was so interwovod 

aentences, and for the method and exact 
imting those htnnours, passions, and disposi- 



■ He was admitted of New College in 15S4. 
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tions, which he proposed to represent, so performed, 
that the gravert of that sodety dedared he had 
in a sleight employment given an early and a 
solid testimony of his future abilities. And though 
there may be some sour dispositions, whidi may 
think this not worth a memorial, yet that wise 
Knight, Baptist Guarini* (whom learned Italy ac- 
counts one of her ornaments), diought it ncHher 
an uncomely, nor an unprofitable emplojmcnt 
for his age. 

But I pass to what will be thought more berkroi. 

About the twentieth year of his age he pio- 
ceeded Master of Arts^ and at that time read 
in Latin three Lectures de Oetdo; ul i e idn he 
having described the form, the motion, the cnrions 
composure of the eye, and demonslnted hoiw of 
those very many every humour and nerve 
its distinct office, so as the God of Order hatt 
pcmited, without mixture or confunm; and aD 




• The fanow author of the **\Tk Putor Fidoi" 

^AoooRhDn ^ Anthony Wood, Mr. Honiy Wi 
pUotod in June 13SS lor the Degree of Bachelor of Aita. 
it did not oppcor from the Reoonb of the Univcnity thiS he 
wat ever admitted to thii DcgKc^ or to that of MasUr of Ailb 
Now the Reeordi of the Uniwratj most hare haai hnfilaly 
ke|it. Then LectnvBi dc Oeali eoaU sot haw haai mlly 
Sir Henry Wotton, onlem he had lakaa the D^tna af a A, fc 
these Lectures are a port of the Eiardaei fee ha 
the Degree of M. A. " Singuli incvptvi aei 
** tiaa in Natnrali riiiloeophii, tiaa n ManB, |n F< 
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tlui to the ftdvintage of man, to whom the eye 
is pven, not onlj as the body's guide, but 
whereas all other of his senses require time to 
infoimthe soul, tiiis, in an instant, apprehends 
and warns him of danger; teadnng hhn in the 
very eyes of others, to discover wit, fiiDy, love, 
andhatied* 

After he had made these observations, he fell to 
jBspnte this obtique question : — 

^ Whether we see by the emission of the beams 
^ fiom within, or reception, of the species from 
•'widiout^?*' 

And after that, and many other like learned 

diaqoisitions, he^ in the conclusion of his lectuies, 

took a fior occasion to beautify his discourse with 

a oommendation cf the blessing and benefit of 

* Seeing:— By which, we do not only discover 

^ Nature's secrets, but with a ccmtinued content 

^ (&r the eye is never weary of seeing) behcdd 

^ the great light of the world, and by it discover 

** the fiibfic of the heavens, and both the order 

^ and motiim of the ccdestial orbs ; nay, that if 

^ Ae eye look but downward, it may rejoice to 

^hdiold the bosom of the earth, our common 

« mother, embrcndered and adorned with number* 

* leas and various flowers, which man sees daily 

^ grow up to perfection, and di^i silently moralise 

"his own condition, who in a short time (like 



« Sm an aocanta Hiilory of the Caaait af VUod in Dr. 
Jpnith's Opiies, irotana IL p. 85. 
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** those very flowers) decays, withers, and quickly 
-* returns again to that earth firom which both 
** had tlieir first being'.'' 

Tliese were so exactly debated, and so rhetori- 
cally heightened, as, among other admirers* caused 
that learned Italian, Albericus Gcntilis, then Fro- 
tessor of the Civil I^w in Oxford, to call him 
*' Hcnricc mi Ocelk*;" which dear expretami of 
his was also used by divers of Sir Henry's d c awtt 
friends, and by many other persons of note during 
liis stay in the University. 

But liis stay there was not long, at least DOi 



' The ckiac mder^ and indeed every reader, will bt hi^Jtg 
gratified with this beautiful passage from Mr. WoUon'a 



flmt^fft, wmAnufm, Tt>M9^f§. OaraSI. HvSBi 

.....alma liqucntas 

HuiminiiB guttas Mater cum Terra leoepit, 

" Foeta parit nitidas fruge% arbustaquc Id^ 
Ft genus humanum, ei parit omnia tvcla 

" Pabula ciim pra4irC, quibus ornnes corpora 
Et dulcem dueunt vitam. prcileinque prap^gml, 
Quapropier meviiu ourtcmun nomn adaplft 'stT 

LucasT. Lib, IL t« 



ff 



ft 

u 



" Quasi ^jolsliiialia Hirfaa, paulisper llu: 
" Rcpcnte ezortus sum^ repentind ooddL" 

Plavt. Psivdol. 

In all languages the liie of man has boea c wnp sw d to At 

flower that is soon withered, and passcCh awaj. 

» " Viilo placcre Philolachi, am ocdim, neo pativno." fPla^ 
V«»/. A. /. 6c. r?.— II 
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SO long atf his friends once intended; for the 
year aftar Sir Henry proceeded Master of Arts, 
his father — (whom Sir Henry did never mention 
without this or some such like reverential ex- 
pienion ; as, *' That good man my iather,^ or 
•* My father the best of men.**) — ^About that time, 
this good man changed this for a better life, leav- 
ing to Sir Henry, as to his other younger sons, 
a rent-charge of an hundred marks a-year, to be 
paid for ever out of some one of his manors of a 
much greater value. 

And here, though this good man be dead, yet 
I wish a circumstance or two that concern him 
may not be buried without a relation, wluch I 
sh^ undertake to do, for that I suppose, they may 
80 much concern the reader to know, that I may 
promise myself a pardon for a short digresdon. 



N the year of our redemption, 1558, IRcholas 
Wotton, Dean of Canterbury (whom I formerly 
mentioned); being then Ambassador in France, 
dreamed that his nephew, this Thomas Wotton, 
was inclined to be a party in such a project, as, 
if he were not suddenly prevented, would turn 
both to the loss of his life, and ruin of his 
family. 

Doubtless the good Dean did well know that 
common dreams are but a senseless paraphrase on 
our waking thoughts, or of the business of the 
day past, or are the result of our over-engaged 
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affections, when we betake ounelvea to reft ; andl 
knew tliat the observation of them may turn to 
silly superstitions, as they too often dei But 
though he might know all this, and might also 
believe that prophecies are ceased ; yet» douhtleas. 
he could not but consider, that all dreams are 
not to be neglected or cast away without all oon- 
sideration, and did tliereforc rather lay this dream 
aside, than intend totally to lose it ; and dranung 
the same again the night following, when it >i«^'»»^ 
a double dream, like that of Pliaraoh (of vhicb 
double dreams the learned liave made many 
observations), and considering that it had no 
dependence on his waking thougto, much 
on the desires of his heart, then he did 
seriously consider it; and remembered tfwt 
mighty God was |deased in a dntm to wvntA 
to assure Monica the mother of St. Austin, ^ That 
*' he, her son, for whom slie wept so Utteriy* snd 
*' prayed so much, should at bst beconpe n Chria- 
«' tian 'r This, I believe, the good Hem omm- 
dered ; and considering also that Ahpig^j God 
(though the causes of dreams be often unlcwMro) 
hath even in these latter times alsob by % o«iiUD 
illumination of tlie soul ui sleep, discovertd OMBy 
things that human wisdom could not fivBtie: 
Upon these consideratioBs he resolved to Mt so 
prudent a remedy, by way of preventioii, w mig{bt 



«TUi ikmm m iritftod by Sl AugMtiB m 
Lib. JIL c. iu 
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ijtfroduoe no great inconTenience either to kimsetf 
or to his nephew. And to that aid» he wrote to 
tlie Queen (it was Queen Mary), and besought her, 
^ That she would eauae his nqsdiew, Thomas 
^ Wotton^ to be sent fiw out of Kent ; and that 
^ the Lords of her Council might intenrogate him 
** in some sucli feigned questicHis, as mi^t give a 
^cdkmr for his oommitment into a &vourable 
€€ pipigon ; dedaring that he would acquaint her 
** M^esty with the true reason of his request, 
^ when he should next become so happy as to see 
^ and qpeak to her Majesty "." 

It was done as the Dean desired. And in prison 
I must leave Mr. Wotton, tiU I have told the 
reader what followed. 

Atrthis time a marriage was ccmctuded betwiict 
ow,. Queen Mary, and FbiUp King of Slpain« 
And though this was condiuded with th^ fidyioef 
if not by the persuasion, of her Privy CouiicU» 



* This aceomit teems to be confinned by Speed. " Among 
*« aunjr didiken of die Queen's marriage^ it chanoed one for 
** jOMf Mer ojftnce to be commiiled to the Fleet, by ike Councet, 
^ wta, hemg an inward acquaintance of Sir Thomas W^atts, was 
^ wp foted by km to have revealed the conspiracies whereupon he 
^ pU kmtdf in action, before the enierprize was altogether ripe," 

(Speeis Hist, of Great Britain, p. 1 1 12 J Tbe author of the 

'« Aooofuit of the Deans of Canterbury^" has ingeniously con- 
jectured diat this dream of the good Dean was a mere political 
contrivance, the result of deep deliberation^ to preserve the life 
of hit nephew^ whose intimacy with Sir Themat Wyat would 
pfobiUj have induced him to engage in the eo«i^iracy.«-*«»See 

Alto Biogr. Brit, m tkc Artida Wotton [£]. 

N2 
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as having many probabilities of advantage to thitf 
nation ; yet divers |)ersons of a contrary persuaidoo 
did not only declare against it, but also raised 
forces to oppose it ; believing (as they said) it 
would be a means to bring England to be under 
a subjection to Spain "", and make those of this 
nation slaves to strangers. 

And of this number Sir Thomas Wyat, of 
Roxley-Abbey in Kent (betwixt whose ftmity, 
and the family of the A\''ottons, there had been an 
ancient and entire friendship), was the principal 
actor ; who having persuaded many of the nobility 
and gentry (especially of Kent) to side with him« 
and he being defeated* and taken prisoner, was 
legally arraigned and condemned, and lost his liie : 
So did the Duke of Suffolk, and divers othen ; 
especially many of the gentry of Kent, who 
there iii several places executed as Wyat*! 
ants '. 



' it was genermlly ^uppoHed at this tiine» that, under iIm 
blancc of introducing the Kuinish religion into Ei^gianly Iht 
secret design of Philip was to gecure to himself the pamaman of 
the Imperial Crown of England, and to make the 
vassals to the pomer of Spain. (Kcmmefs Hid. of 

y Of this RebelUan see *< Keniiet's compktc History of Eog* 
land," %'ol. II. p. 340. The following anecdote alixdi an 
ample of loyalty and leal at this time : 

*' Ralph Rokeby, Serji-aiit at the Common Low, 
"ancient family of Kokeliy, of Rokcby, 
-' Yorkshire, was so eminent in liii pmifi ■siisi 
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And of this number, in all probability, had Mr. 
Wotton been, if he had not been confined. For, 
though he could not be ignorant that ^^ Another 
** man's treason makes it mine by concealing it," 
yet he durst confess to his imde, when he returned 
into England, and then came to visit him in pri- 
son, ** That he had more than an intimation of 
Wyat's intentions,*' and thought he had not con- 
tinued actually innocent, if his uncle had not so 
hl^ily dreamed him into a prison ; out of which 
lihce, when he was delivered by the same hand 
timt caused his commitment, they both considered 
the dream more seriously, and both then joined in 
j[ttainDg God for it ; '^ That God, who ties himself 






^ die oAce of Lord Chief Justice^ 'when offered to him on the 
^OMiioii of Justice Morgan. Sir Tho. Wiatt the rebell of 
^ JLeaX, aguiut King Philip, Q. Mary, and ihe Spaniards, being 

* Doiaed to be coming towards London, this Ralph Rokeby went 

* to Westminster in his Serjeant's robes to plead, and under 
tibcm a good oourt-arroour, and hearing att Charing-Cross, the 
near aj^roadi of the rebeUs, he hastened him to the Queen's 
Court at White-liall, strung and fetled an Archer of the Livery 

** Guards' bow, that stood tliere unstrung, threw down the 
** Serjeant's robes for that time, and went to the Gate-house to 
^ werwt ihere with a bow and a sheaf of jurrows, and thete 
** tarried till the enemy yielded^ and thus in the time of need he 
^ waa ready to fight with his body for his Prince against rebdls, 
" on whom he had jurisdiction in time of peace in the circuit of 
'« Nordiamptoa, Warwick, Coventre, Leceister, Derby, Notting- 
'' ham, Lincoln, and Rutland, to adjudge of their lives, lands, 
*' and goods, for there he was Justice of Assise and Gaole 
'* Delivery." (MS. Memoirs of the Rokebjfs, in the poisusum of 
Frttndi Swt^h, Esq. rf Neti^mUdings, Yorkshire. J 

N8 
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" to no rules, either in preventing of evil, or in 
*' shomng of mercy to tlio;^ whom of gcmd plea- 
•* sure ho liath chosen to love '." 

And this dream was the more considerable, be- 
cause that Ct(k1, who in the days of old did use to 
speak to his people in visions, did seem to speak 
to many of this family in dreams ; of which I will 
also give the reader one short |)articular of this 
Thomas Wotton, whose dreams did usually pro%-€ 
tnie, both in foretelling things to come, and dis- 
covering things past : And the particular is this. 
This Thomas, a little before his death, dreamed 
tliat the University Treasurj' was robbed by towns- 
men and poor scholars ' ; and that the number 
was five ; and l)eing that day to write to his son 
Henry at Oxford, he thought it worth so much 
pains, as by a postscript in his letter, to make s 
slight inquir}' of it. The letter (which was writ 
out of Kent, and dated three days before) came to 
his son's hands the very morning after the night 
in which the robbery was committed ; and when 
the city and univerhity were both in a perplexed 
inquest of the thieves tlien did Sir Henry Wotton 
show his father*s letter, and by it such light 



' Tliift «cntiinent happily illii^tnim thr lieneficence of 
dencv acciiiiipli>liing its gniciou** purpown in a manner 
suited to \u own cli^pcntaticNv, in promoting the happincM of 
f^tmd mm. 

■ or the n4tlN'ry herr ntmtinneiK no account whalrfcr n i^ 
i-vmlcd in the annaN of the L*nivfT«itr. 
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given of this work of darkness^ that the five 
guilty persond were pnesaitly discovered and ap- 
prehended^ without putting the university to so 
much trouble as the casting of a figure ^^ 

And it may yet be more considerable, that this 
Nicholas and Thomas Wotton should both (being 
men of holy lives, c^ 6ven tempers, and much 
given to fasting and prayer) foresee and foretel the 
very days of their own death. Nicholas did so^ 
being then seventy years of age, and in perfect 
beahh ^ Hiomas did the like in the »xty-fifth 
year of his age; who, being then in London 
(whae he died)^ and foreseeing his death there, 
gttve direction in what manner his body should be 
cianAed to Bocton; and, though he tiioughthiit 
imde Kicholas worthy of that noble monument 
vrludi he built for him in the Cathedral Church of 
CMiterbury, yet this humUe man gave 



«Mi^>i.«,. 



^Jndidti A$tr<Aogy w« much in me kng after thk time. 
Itl |itedktiom wens deceived With f ev e ted tkl ewe; md men, 
efa of the most enllghtetfied on de r sta tidfaige, were inclhied to 
brflere thflC the conjunctions and up po si tia na of the planets had 
no little influence in the affiurv of the worid. Eren the exeel- 
kAC Joieph Mede diBihdned not td ttpfify himself to the atndjr 
4X Ascraiogjr. 

* jhnf ii mCniaiiled n the niaciipuofi on his mououieiity erected 
in tile Cathedra! Church of Canterbury. *^ H«c llle airte mor- 
'*' temet ti^iK mo f b u m , qnarf fi(bdem diem pr a e ^ntien s et cygneam 
^' caiitioiiettt prophetic^ csfiens, snd maun hi BfoaaBO acripta 



lf4 
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concerning himself, to be buried privately, and 
especially without any pomp at his funeral. 

This is some account of this family, whkfa 
seemed to be beloved of Cod. 

But it may now seem more than time that I 
return to Sir Henry Wotton at Oxford, when 
after his optic lecture, he was taken into sudi • 
bosom friendship with the learned Albericus Gen- 
tills ** (whom I fonncrly named), tliat, if it had 
been possible, Cientilis would have breathed all 



* Thi« noted Civilian having ]c(\ luly along with bis iathtf 
Matthew (icntilit, wlio had embraced the Reformod religii 
came into England aiul died at I^mdon in \GOH, aged 58 Ji 
He puhlihhcd three btNiks, ** De Jure Belli ;" which pcwed vcrj 
uicful to GrotitUy in his great work, " De Jure BclH ct 
and alao a tractate " De I^tinitate veferiii BibUanim Vi 
with otiier workic ( DUliamnaire llUlonqwe^ ifc.) 

The following high encomium i> given of him bj Mr. 
Savik'y in a letter to Mr. Camden. " Albericum 
*' oiim in ItaUu. Judioon, (lirifltianir Religionii crg6 ni 
" Aiigliu exulem, Oxonii Profe«M>rem publicum, ct tuo ct 
" nomine dignum, Virum reiierie.- non unum e Trii 

i]Mam I luraanilatem, raeruni Cundorem, altcnin 

Caiadcnum." (Camdchi Episl. p, H,J 

Ua^ie metitiuns with much disapprobation a mediod 
by AlbericuH Oentllis whofc eagemeM in the acquiAtioo tf 
knowhtlge impelled him to ^eek in>truction not lesv 
vernaticin tlian from reading. This eircunuCance ia 
himself. " Quid dc OziMiienbibuA mein } Vel 
'* teOantur iatis quantum ego capiam fructut ex curum 
" ct juveiium aill(N|uii% nam in illis ego deacripd 
** qua*, dum miuua id iphi cngitant, diM^i tamen K 
** senr.onibua fami1iaribu«." (Dial, HI. de Juris A'alrrpi ^ 36l^ 
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his exoeUent knowledge, both of the Mathematicg 
and Law % into the lH*ea8t of his dear Harry ; for 
ao Gentilis used to caU him : And though he was 
not aUe to do that, yet there was in Sir Henry 
such a propensity and connaturalness to the Italian 
language and those studies whereof Gentilis was 
a great master, that his friendship between them 
did daily increase, and proved daily advantageous 
to Sir Henry, for the improvement of him in 
several sciences, during his stay in the university. 
From which place, before I shall invite the 
reader to follow him into a foreign nation, though 
I must omit to mention divers persons that wer^ 
then in Oxford, of memorable note for learning, 
and fiiends to Sir Henry Wotton, yet I must not 
onut the mention of a love that was there begun 
betwixt him and Dr. Donne \ sometime Dean of 



• CiTiI Law. In several parts of his writings he has frequent 
aflMf^* to the processes and practices observed in the ecdesi- 
jNtioal courts. " A libel, whose substance cannot be changed 
^ after it is once given into a civil or ecclesiastical court, nuiy in 
'' some sort be declared or amended before a replication be made 
''diereunta A witness. Sec." f Preface to his Supplemeni to 
ike BUlary of CkriHendom.) 



' In Dr. Donnb's letters, published in 1651, are several ad- 
dmsed '' To the best Knight, Sir H. WoCton." Dr. Donne has 
dras expressed his great regard for tins his friend. 

** Whom free from German schismes, and lightnesse 

** Of France and faire Italie's fiuthlessnesse, 

'' Having from these suck'd all they had of worUi, 

'< And brought home that faith you ourried forth 

** I thoroughly love. (Dofm^e Poems, 1633. p. 63. J 
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St Paul's, a man of whose abilities I shall forbear 
to say any thing ; because he who is of thia nation^ 
and pretends to learning or ingenuity, and is ig- 
norant of Dr. Donne, deserves not to know him. 
The friendship of these two I must not omit to 
mention, being such a friendsliip as was generously 
elemented ; and as it was begim in their youth, 
and in an University, and there maintained by 
correspondent inclinations and studies, ao it lasted 
till age and death forced a separation. 

In Oxford he stayed till about two years after 
his father's deatli, at wliidi time he was about the 
twenty-second year of his age : And having to hii 
great wit added the ballast of learning and know- 
ledge of the arts, he then laid aside his books» and 
betoc^ himself to the useful library of travd, and 
a more general conversation with mankind ; en^ 
ploying the remaining part of his youth, his indus- 
try and fortune, to adorn his mind, and to puidiase 
tlie ricli treasure of foreign knowledge : Of wliidi» 
both for the secrets of Nature, the dispositions of 
many nations, their several laws and languages, he 
was the possessor in a very Isirge measure, as I 
shall faithfully make to apiiear, before I take my 
|)eii from the following narration of his lite. 

In his travels, wliich was almost nine y< 
before Ills return into England, he stayed but 



I Or rather, nix ytmn. The writers of the Biagmphis 
iiica explain the miatake bj tsppoH^g tlMt tiM !■! sf tile 9 
•.hould be turned upwanb to aske ii & liqppeiifl Asas ktter 
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year in France, and most of that in Geneva^ where 
he became acquainted with Theodore Besa^ (then 
very aged) and with Isaac Casaubon \ in whose 



to Lord Zooch, dated July 10, 1592, that he had been abroad 
dvee years. He probably returned in 1595, as he was i^ 
poinled Secretary to the Earl of Essex, after his return, in 1596, 
when he was in the 27th or 38th year of his age. In his letters 
to the above nobleman he has given an entertaining account of 
his txmvels, under the disguise of a Dutchman, and particjiarly of 
his journey to Rome, where he distinguished himself by wearing 
a kige blue feather in a bUu^k hat At Siemui he learned of 
Sdpio Albcrti the maxim whic^ he recommended to Mflton, 
^ Ipemneri Hrtiti ct U vUo Mciotio," 

^ Theodore Beza died at Geneva, Oct 13, 1605, aged 96 
yean. This learned foreigner encoun^ged die Puritans in £ng>- 
lud, and in 1566wrote widi much confidence to Bishop Grindal 
in dieir bdial£ Yet however attached he might be to the 
dbcipEiitof hisowndinrdiat Geneva, and he was veiy aealous 
fiv m Pkesbyterian government, and by no means so modante as 
Cdvin in diat respect, it appean from several of his leders to 
AichbiBhop Whitgift, that he retained the highest regard and 
nBeiAion for the Church of England. His Biographer, Melchior 
Adam, has given this character of him. " Ingenio summo, 
" judicio accurato, memc»*ii tenadssim^, facundi4 singular!, affihi 
" bOitate et comitate nulH secundus, adeo ut, propter commemo- 
ratas dotes, adjunct^ illis VTtst longevitate (que tamen omnia 
erant infleriora summA doctrinA et pietale) quidam vocarent 
" Bcsam eglaiis nuB Pkctmcetm," 

> '' Here I am placed to my very great contentment in the 
** house of Mr. Isaac Casaubon, a person of sober condition among 
** tiw French, and this is all I can signifie of myself, my little 
*' aiairs not allowing me mudi to speak oC" (Leliar to my Lord 
Zamch, Aug, 29, 1595, Geneva.) 

This 
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house (if I be ri|rhtly informed) Sir Hemy Wotton 
was lixlged, and there contracted a most worthy 

Tiiifi iiludtrinus scholar, pronmincpti by JcMcpli Sodigcr to be 
the bcbt (irei-iaii of Iuh time, wjls bom at Gvneva in 1559L Hr 
rnul lectures on tiie licUvn Lettns, firni at hu native plaoe, aul 
nflerwanls at Parish. Henry IV. of France appointed him hw 
Librarian, and in vain attempted to withdraw him from hit 
proleasion of the Reformed religion. AIYer the untimelj dolb 
of that Monarch, having obtained permitsion from the Q u wb 
Regent oi* France to leave tlie kingdom for a limited time, ht 
came m October 16*10, along with Sir Ileniy Wotton into Epg^ 
land, where he was received by James I. with marks of peculitf 
kinibiefts, rewarded with an annual pension of three hundrad 
pounds, and with valuable church-preferment. He was e a teaned 
not more for his learned works than for his singular afiddily 
and moderation. He approved Episcopacy. In his works kt 
calls himself ** Hortibonus," a good garden : Casam, in the tm^ 
guage of Dauphinc> signifying a garden, and bon good, b il 
well known that Isaac Casaubon and Grotius, extremely anxiim 
to form an union between the Popish and Protestant chiBchei^ 
had communicated their sentiments to each other upon this m^ 
ter with great freedom. 

Morton. IVi«Iiop of Durham, caused a monument at hb 
e\piM)*>e to U* enacted to the memory of this learned man. 

*' Qui nosie vult CaMulionum 
*' \on saxa sed chartas legat 
" dSupcrfuturaii marmori 
" ht profuturan posteri*." 

Wlieii Lord Herbert of Cherbury went to Paris in the 
|K*riod of lii^ life, he was, by the recmnmefidatinn of the English 
AmlNUMailiir. received into the house of that incmnpavable 
scholar , Isomc Casaulion, by whose learned convenstion he nMcll 
bcneritefl hnnielf. fIJff of Lord Ilerberl, primUd mi Sfrwe. 
herrtf Hiii, p. 6\IJ 
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liaidship with that man of rare learning and 
ngenuity. 

Three of the remaining eight years were spent 
in Germany, the other five in Italy (the stage on 
irhidi God appointed he should act a great part of 
Ua life); where both in IU>me^ Venice, and 
Floi^moe, he became acquainted witii the most 
eminent men for learning, and all manner of arts ; 
It Picture, Sculpture, Chymistry, Architecture, 
aod other manual arts, even arts of inferior nature ; 
of all which he was a most dear lover, and a most 
excellent judge. 

He returned out of Italy into England about 
the thirtieth year of his age, being then noted by 
many bolli for his person and comportment : For 
indeed he was of a choice shape, tall of stature, 
and of a most persuasive behaviour ; which was so 
mixed with sweet discourse and civilities, as gained 
him much love from all persons with whcmi he Al- 
tered into an acquaintance. 

And whereas he was noted in his youth to have 
a sharp wit, and apt to jest ; that, by time, travel, 
and conversation, was so polished, and made so 



k ^ The very seat and sitik of all corruption, to which," as he 
writes in a letter to King James, " my wandering curiosity 
*' carried me no less than four times in my younger years, where 
** I fixed my studies most upon the historical part in the politic 
''management of religion; which I found plainly omverted 
'' fratn a rale of conscience to an instrument of state, and from 
'' the mistress of all sciences into the very handmaid of 
" .\mhition." 
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uflefuU that his company seemed to be one of the 
delights of mankind ; insomuch as Robert Eaii of 
Essex ' (then one of the darlings of Fortune, and 
in greatest favour with Queen Eliiabeth) iimted 
him first into a fnendship, and, after a knowledge 
of his great abilities, to be one of his Secretariaa, 
the other being Mr. Henry Culle ", sometime of 
Merton College in Oxford (and there abo Ae 
acquaintance of Sir Heniy Wotton in hia youth) ; 
Mr. Cufie being then a man ct no common note 
in the University for his learning, nor after fab 
removal from that place, for the great aUUtiei of 



t Stt Sir Hemy Wotton'i » PanDel betwixt Bobsrt Bsri sf 
£twx ami George Duke of BuckinghflB." (Mi§. 
p. i6i.^.^—This pvaUd wai aninudvertsd upoD k 
Clarendon. 



* The unrafftimalp Sccrctaiy ot RoMft DsveNaSy ShbI si 
Eaaez. He ii gamnHy ■uppeetJ to have ailviMd tbaas 
measures vliich ended in the dtitinctiun of Us nokle 
IVm character as a scholar was established by the tnclp ** Dt 
" rebus gestis in saiicto Concilio Nioccnoy'* a translation Abb 
Greek into Latin. He nuflTered for the seme oflcnoewftbhis 
nuwler. Sir Henry Wotton dcecribee Cufle as '' A an of 
'* arabitiouN ends of his own^ and of peoportionsle 
smothered under the habit uT a scholar, and slubfa««d ew 
with a certain rucie and clownish fiuhion that had the asDiblsMt 

" of integrity." (R^- HW/on. p. \M.J He is caUod bgr 

Camden, " Vir exquisitissona doctrina ingenioquc amiiiaub lid 
" turbido ct tottuosa" Owen, the Epigraniniatkt» wrate the 
fuUtiwiiig line» upun him ; alluding to his untimely 

" Doctus eras Grwc^, felixqae tibi fuit A%lli. 
" At fuit infclix Omega, Cufle tuiun.* 



4* 
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Us mind, nor indeed for the fiitalneia of his 
tnd. 

£Br Henry Wotton, being nmr taken into a 
MTvloMbk friendship witii the Eail ef Essex, did 
penoiiaUy attend his coondh and eniplo3micnts in 
tiPO iioyages at sea against the SpaniaidB, and alao 
in Huit (wUoh nw the Eari's kst) into Irdlttid : 
That v^age wheiein he then dad so muoh prordie 
tlw Queen to anger, and vorse at his letmn into 
Bag^bnd; upon whose iuunoveahle ianrour tiM 
Sail had buOt miA sandy hopest^ as encouraged 
hiaa to those undertakings; which, with the htiip 
cf a contrary faction, suddenly caused his commit* 
nant to the Tower. 

flbr Henry Wotton observing tfus, though he 
not of that fiiction (for the Eharrs ftAowers 
abo divided into their several interests) 
whldi encouraged the Ear) to those untortakii^ 
wiMipto^^ so iitak to Mttn and dhrsrs of his con* 
ftderation ; jret knowing treascai to be so oompre* 
iMiave, as t^ take in even dicumstances, and out 
of thraot to make such positive oonchisions as subtle 
alsiasnien shall project, either for their revenge or 
aafirty: Censiderii^ this, he tdMxught prevention 
1^ absence out oi England % a better security 



tt 
€€ 
€1 



> Iq the bq;iniiipg[ of bis •ccymiit of '' The Sute of Christen- 
dom," he pathetically laments his voluntary bapisbment. 
That day shoold have been more joyful unto me dian the day 
of my birth aad ju^ynky, whtrem I n%ht have seen a letter 
from any of my ftieada with aaainiKse «f siy pwdon to call 

" me 
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thaii to stay in it, and there plead his innooency in 
a prison. Therefore did he, so soon as the Earl 
was apprehended, very qiiiekly, and as privatdy 
glide through Kent to Dover, vrithoiit so much at 
looking toward his native and beloved Boclon; 
und was by the help of favourable winds and 
liberal payment of the mariners, within sixteen 
hours after his departure from IxMidon, set upoi 
the French shore ; where he heard shortly after, 
that tlie Earl was arraigned, condemned, and l» 
headed ; and that his friend Mr. Cuflfe was haiiged» 
and divers other persons of eminent quality exe- 
cuted. 

The times did not look so favourable upon Sir 
Henry Wotton, as to invite his return into 
£ngbmd : Having therefore procured of Sir E^ 
ward Wotton, his elder brother, an assurance Aat 
liis annuity should be paid him in Italy» thtthsr 
he went ; happily renewing his intermitted ftioid* 
Nhip and interest, and indeed liis greAt content in 
a new i^onversation with his old acquaintance in 
that nation, and more particularly in Floranee 
(which city is not more eminent for the Giaat 
Dukes I'ourt, than for the great recourse of nscn 
of choicest note* ior learning and arts), in which 



' nu* huine. But I fuid niy^'lf mi iiiiich inrcriar to CorioUnai 

* pTiKKl fctrtuiu'. as I i-umf iMrliiiiil him in mAiilj valour, and 

* UiiiLible C|u:Jitii'v" 
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Bomber he there met with his old firiend, Bignior 
V]6tta» a gentleman of Venice^ and then taken to 
be Secretary to Uie Great Duke of Tuscany* 

After some stay in Florence% he went> tlie 
fourth time, to visit Rome ; where in the English 
Coll^^ he had very many friends (their humanity 
made them really so, though they knew him to 
be a dissenter from many^of their principles of 
religion), and having enjoyed their company, and 
satisfied himself concerning some curiosities that 
did partly occasion his journey thither, lie re- 
turned back to Florence, where a most notable 



•Here be compoeed his great work, *' The State of Christen** 
doBi; or m most Exact and Curious Discovery of many Secret 
FawUgri and Hidden Mysteries of the Times/' 1657, ibUo— 
A aeoond edition appeared in 1677, with several additions. 
The dengn of the Author seems to have been to ingratiate 
tiBBMelf with Queen Eliaabeth ; on the transactions of whose 
wm^ he expatiates in all the language of panegyric. 

That men of learning should fix their residoioe at Florenee 
we need not wonder, when we reflect that this city has bee|i 
long celebrated for its many excellent libraries, and principally 
fat the ducal palace, whidi contains the greatest and most 
vahiable collection made by one family, and within one roof, 
of ancient and modem sculpture, paintings, and curioaides of 
every kind, both natural aiul artificial. Yet Sir Henry Wotton 
has given a very unfavourable account of this plac^. '' I live 
" here in a Paradise inhabited by devils. Venice hath scarce 
''heard of those vices which are here practised. My best 
'' commodity is the conversation of certain gentlemen, and t|ieir 
" vulgar very pure and correct. So that here we have good 
" means to learn to speak well and to do ilL" (Ldier 4q Lord 
Zmick, Flartmx, Junt 25, \59SUJ 

Vol. I. O 
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accident befell him : An accident that did not mAf 
find new employmctit for his choice alMlities, but 
did introduce him to a knowledge and an intereft 
u4th our King James, then King of Scotland: 
which I shall proceed to relate. 

But first, I am to tell the. reader, that thoii^ 
Queen Elizabetli (or she and her council) were 
never willing to declare her successor; yet Jama, 
then King of the Scots, was confidently believed 
by most to be the man upon whom the sweet 
trouble of kingly government would be impoaed : 
And the Queen declining very fast, both by age 
and visible infirmities, those that were of, the 
Romish persuasion in ]x>int of religion (ercB 
Rome itself, and those of this nation), knowing 
that the death of the Queen, and the estaUiriiiiig 
of her successor, were taken to be critical days 
for destroying or establishing the Protestant le* 
Kgion in this nation, did therefore impiave all 
opportunities for preventing a Protestant nmee 
to succeed her. And as the Pope*s exoommuni* 
cation of Queen Elizabetli'' had, both by the 



p Pope Pirs V. without any previous admonition or dtadon, 
hail iMUMd a priTate wntencc of exranmnnication upon Qaaan 
Eliaalieth ; which, in I .'>76\ he can^ to be publiAed, ami to 
be fixed upon the Bishop of Ixmdon's pahKe-gate. By tUs 
exertion of his autfaoritj, he depoatd her Ihrni her kagdhs, 
and enjoined all hrr subjects to throw off their aDegfaawt to 
her.— Thi!« Bull was completely answered by a forrign diriar. 
Henry Bullinger, a minister of the ReTonncd Chnitfa aft ZoffidL 
On this Boll Bishop Jewell aJJr w w d his nogngation m 
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Judgmeit and practice of the Jesuited Papist, 
exposed her to be warrantably destmjred ; so (if 
we may believe an angry adversaryS *^ a Secular 
Priest against a Jesuit**), you may bdieve, that 
about that time there were many endeayours, 
first to excommunicate, and then to shorten the 
life of King James. 

Immediately after Sir Henry Wotton's return 
ftom Rome to Florence (which was about a year 
hefyre the death of Queen Elizabeth), Ferdinand, 



mated hngunge, telling tliem, — That he had read it and myfirnd 
it Aofoughly, and found it to be a matter of great Uaspbcmy 
^gunel Gody and a practice to work much unquietness, sedition, 
and treason against our blessed and prosperous government: 
" For if deposed the Queen's Majeetj ftom her royal seat, 
^md tore the crown fttm her head. It dischai^ afl her 
** naliifal aulgects Aom all due obedience. It anned one side 
of tfacm against another. It emboldened them to bum, to 
wpoiil, to rob, to kill, to cut one another^s throets; like 
** P to dor a 's box sent to Epimetheus, full of hurtful and un- 
evils." (Bishop Jetvelts tVorks.J 






4 William Watsow, a secular priest, composed a book, written 
with great acrimony in the scholastic method usually observed 
at dMt time, consisting of ten quodlibets; each ^ which is 
subdivided into as many articles. It disdoieth the character 
and conduct of the Jesuits ; esdiibiting in proper colour^ their 
arte of equivocation and mental reservation. Yet this man, 
so acute in discerning the errors of others, was hanged in 1603, 
lor H^h Treason, akxig with William Clark, a Popish priest, 
and Gcoige Brook, brother to Lord Cobham, in conqMring the 
«leath of James I. He had deceived his aceompUces by in- 
fttrading them, " That the King, before hia emtmitMn, was 
" not an actual but a political king, and therefore no treason 
<' eonld be committed against him.** (See the StaU TriaU.) 

02 
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the Great Duke of Florence', had iiiteicepteil 
certain letters that discovered a deugn to tdce 
away the life of James the Uien King of Scots. 
The Duke abhorring the fact, and resolving to 
endeavour a prevention of it, advised with his 
Secretary Vietta, by what means a caution mi|^ 
be best given to that King; and after oonaidcia* 
tion, it was resolved to be done by Sir Henry 
Wotton, whom Vietta first commended to the 
Duke, and the Duke had noted and approved 
of above all the English that frequented Us 
court. 

Sir Henry was gladly called by his fnad 
Vietta to the Duke, who, after much profemo 
of trust and friendsliip, acquainted him with Ae 
secret ; and being well instructed, dispatched him 
into Scotland with letters to the King, and, with 
those letters, such Italian antidotes against poison' 
as the Scots till then had been strangers ta 



'FsROiNAKD I. of the house of Medici, who in 1589 < 
ceedetl his brother Fruicis I. wu educated for die chnidi, 
advanced to die dignity of a Cardinal. He re i igncd bb 
when he was 52 yean of age. A wise and exoelknt 
he applied himaelf to domestic affain and governed hit mIjmU 
with great mildncti. He died in 1609. Hu 
drawn by Sir Henry WoCton in Uie " Reliquiv W 
p. ^iS. He u described by a foreign historian in thcK 
«« Princcpa animo exoelso, et omnibus poUtids aitOnM in 
" tnm instructuSy ut in multii secuUs vix vqualcm hsbovic' 




Duker says Sir Henry Wotton, in m 
Oivks I. ^ while I was s print* trmelkr in 
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Haring parted from the Duke, he took up the 
name and language of an Italian ; and thinking 
it best to avoid the line of English intelligence 
and danger, he posted into Norway, and through 
that ooimtry towards Scotland, where he found 
(he King at Stirling : Bdng there, he used means 
ky Bernard Lindsey, one of the King^s bed- 
chamber, to procure him a speedy and private 
ecMoference with his Majesty ; assuring him, ^ That 
" the bu^ess whidh he was to negociate was of 
** such consequence, as had caused the Great 
^ Duke of Tuscany to enjoin him suddenly to 
** leave his native country of Italy, to impart it 
» to hit King.** 

This bdng by Bernard Lindsey made known 
to the King, the King, after a little wonder 
(mixed with jealousy) to hear of an Italian am^^. 
faassador or messenger, required his name (which 



■ o mtitime by chance (sure I am widMiit «ny deogn) 
" to hb ooaity was pleased out of some gracious conceit whidi 
** he look of my fideli^ (for nothing else could move it), to 
"^mfiofiDe into 'Scotland, with a casket of antidotes and 
** |Mcaaf f ati ves (whevein he did excel all tho princes of the 
" woM), and with a di^patdi of high jmd secret importance, 
which he had interoepled, topfhing some pasCice npoo die 
ioeoeaMi to this crown ^ so as I am mudi obliged lo his 
mcmoKj, though ituras a painful journey, for that hooow, 
and other favours and beneficences ; and espedally h**«*Mff 
I came thereby first into the notiop of the King your finhcr, 
of ever-Uessed memory, when your Majesty ivii but a hlooiii^ 
ing roee." fRdiq. fVoUtm. p. 246. J 

OS 
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was said to be Octavio Baldi'), and appointed him 
to be heard privately at a fixed hour that eveiiing. 

When Octavio Baldi came to the preietice— 
chamber door, he was rec{uehted to lay aside hL^ 
long rapier (which It;ilian-like he then wore), anc/ 
being entered the chamber* he found there with 
the King three or four Scotch Ijords standing 
diKtant in several corners of the cliamber, at the 
Mght of whom he made a stand ; whidi the King 
obser\'ing, *' liade liini be bold* and deliver his 
*' message ; for ho would undertake for the 
" secrecy of all that were present." Then did 
Octavio Baldi deliver his letters and his mesnge 
to the King in Italian: which w*hen the King 
had graciously received, after a little pause, Oeta- 
vio Baldi steps to the table, and whispen to the 
King in his own language, that he was an 
Englishman, beseeching liim for a more private 
conference with his Majesty* and that he might 
be concealed during his stay in that natkn: 
which was promised, and really performed bf the 



« In a letter to the Kinf:. doted Dec. 9. 1^^. Sir 
Wotton i«ylet himwif, '« Yoiir ^laJMty'n fjuthTul 
" ]ang devoted poor ■enrant, OetftTio Bakli." fRdif, 
p. 'ii7J And in a letter to Henry Prinee of WaIm^ 
from Venire. April 14, l608, he allodes lo thit 
fjf hi* life, calling hinuelf " a poor oountcifcit ItaliHk" 
prohably awumrd thin name out of regpud to the 
liamanlino Baldi, Abbot of GnantjJIa, a |tmi 
favoorite wenee of arrhttcctnre, and quoted hy faaa m m 
mentator on Aristotlr'« Mcchanicv. 
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Sang durii^ all his abode there, whidi was 
about three months: all which time was spent 
with much pleasantness to the King, and with 
as mudi to Octavio Baldi himself as that country 
could affcxrd ; from which he departed as true an 
Italian as he came thither. 

To the Duke at Florence he returned with a 
Ur and grateful account of his employment-; and 
within some few months after his return, there 
came certain news to Florence, that Queen Eliza^ 
beCfa was dead, and James, King of the Scots, 
pradaimed King of England The Duke know- 
-ing' travel and business to be the best sohook of 
wisdom, and that Sir Henry Wotton had been 
tutored in both, advised him to return {iresently 
to England, and there joy the King with his new 
and better title, and wait there upon Fortune for 
a better employment 

When King James came into England, lie found, 
aaumgst other of the late Queen's officers. Sir 
Edward, who was, after Lord Wotton, Comptrol- 
Jer of the House, of whom he demanded, '< If he 
^ knew one Henry Wotton, that had spent much 
^ time in foreign travd ?" The Lord replied, he 
knew him well, and that he was his brother : Then 
Ae King, asking where he then was, was answered, 
at Venice or Florence ; but by late letters from 
thence he imderstood he would suddenly be at 
Paris. '* Send for him,*' said the King ; '' and 
^ when he shall come into England, bid him re- 
•• pwr privately to me.** The Ix)rd Wotton, after 

04 
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a litdc wonder, asked the King, '* If he knew 
" him ?" to which the King answered, •* You 
'* must rest unRiitiftfied of that till you bring the 
•* gentleman t<» me." 

Not manv months after this discourse, the Lord 
Wotton brought his brother to attend the King, 
who took him in his arms, and hade hhu welcome, 
by the name of Octavio Baldi : saying he was the 
most honest, and therefore the best dissemUer 
that ever he met with : And said, *' Seeing I knofw 
'* you neither want learning, tnivel, nor experience, 
** and tliat I have had so real a testimony of your 
*' faithfuhie8s and abilities to manage an ambv- 
** sage» I have sent for you to declare my purpose; 
'' which is, to make use of you in that kind here- 
" after.** And indeed the King did so most of those 
t wo-and-twenty years of his reign ; but before he 
dismissiHl Octavio Baldi from his present attend- 
ance uiK>n him, he restored him to his old name 
of Henry Wotton, by which he than knitted 
him". 

Not long after this, the King having resolved, 
according to his motto, '' dkati pacifici V to 



" Jauicv I. WM as liberal in the distribution of 
III!* preileccs><(or Queen Elisabeth wan tparing. In l60S he 
ffrrttl knighthotxl on more than five hundred persona. 

> Jniiie« I. hi*anl with ff^at pleasure the epithK oftlie 
fie" iiir»n.irch applied to hiinielf. " I know not by what IbftBoe 
*' the diitom uf pacific was added to my titk at my coming into 
" Kngbiid. thdl uf tlie ij^on cxprcMing true fortitude baving 

'■ ben 
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lunro.ar fiiendsliip with* hi« neighboiir kingdoms of 
Fmnoe and Spain; and also for divars weighty 
roaamiy to enter into an alliance with the state of 
Venice* a%l to that end to said ambassadors to 
thoae several places, did propose the choice of these 
emplojrments to Sir Henry Wotton; who con* 
sidering the smallness of his own estate (which he 
never took care to augment), and knowing the 
courts of great princes to be smnptuous, and 
neoeasaiily expensive, inclined most to that of 
Vemoe, as being a place of more retirement, and 
best suiting with his genius, who did ever love 
to join with business, study, and a trial of natural 
experiments: for both which, fruitful Italy, that 
darling of Nature, and cherisher of all arts, is 
so justly famed in all parts of the Christian 
world. 

Sir Hairy having after some shoit time and 
coiuideration resolved upon Venice, and a large 
allowance being appointed by the King for his 
voyi^ thither, and a settled maintenance during 
his stay there, he left England \ nobly accompa- 



" been my dicUm htCore : Bnt I am not admned of Uiis addition; 
** tar King Solooxm was a figure of Christ, in that, that he was 
" a King of Peace. The greatest gift that our Saviour gave his 
*" apostles immediately before his ascension was, that he left his 
" peace with them, he himself having prayed for his persecutors 
" and forgiven his own death, as the proverb is." 

(KLtg Jwm^9 Wwrh, j». 590 J 

y In 1604. / 
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nied through France to Venice by gflntlwwn of 
the best fionilies and breeding that tins nglioii 
afforded : they were too many to name, but dwM 
two, for the following reasons, may notte omitted. 
Sir Albertus Morton his nephew, who went Us 
secretary ; and William Bedel, a man of choice 
learning, and sanctified wisdom, who want Us 
chaplain. And though his dear friend Dr. Donne 
(then a private gentleman) vras not one of the 
number that did personally accompany him in tlib 
voyage, yet the reading of the following ktter 
sent by him to Sir Henry Wotton, ttic morning 
before he left England, may testify he wanted not 
his friend*8 best wishes to attend him. 



LETTER. 



SIB, 



AiTKii thoie revomd papen, whow aoul ip 
Our good and greot Kii«'i lov'd liMid and km^d 

By which to you he derives auch of his, 

And^ how he may, makes you afanoat the aaroe ; 

A taper of his Uvch; a copy writ 

Fran his original, and a fiur beam 
Of the sme waim and daBalii^ aun, llioi^ it 

Must in asMther sphere hia Tiitue atnaM : 

After those Icsmed papcn which y«v haid 
Hath stored with notes of use and pleasure too; 

From which rich treasury you may *^'— inntl 
Fit matter whether you will write or do. 
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After diote lanmg papers which friends send 
With glad grief to your seaward steps fiurewell. 

And thicken on you now^ as prayers ascend 

To heaven on troops at a good man's passing-hell * : 

Admit this hcmest pi^r ; and allow 

It such an audience m yourself would ask ; 
What you would say at Venice, this says now. 

And has iar nature what yon have finr task. 

To awear much love ; nor to be chang'd before 

Honour alone will to your fortune fit ; 
Nor shall I dien honour your fortmie more. 

Than I have done your honoor-wanting-wit 

« 

Bat tis an easier load (thou^ both oppress) 
To want, than govern greatness ; lor we are 

In that our own and only business ; 
In this, we must fw others* vioea care. 

"Hm tlierefere w^ your qnrita now ave plaif d 

la their last furnaces, in activity. 
Which fits them : pchool^ and courts^ and wars o'er*past 

To touch and taste in any best degree. 

For me ! (if there be such a thing as T) 

Fortune (if there be such a thing as she) 
Finds that I bear so well her tynmny. 

That she thinks nothing dse so fit fiir me*. 



* Tbs aml-teli was tolled before Uie departure of a penoo out ef lille^asa 
■ignal for good men to olftr up their prayert for the d^g, Henpe the abuse 
conmenoed of pnyiog fir Ihe dead, ** Aliquo morienU eampaiui debent pul* 
** mti, ut populue hoc audiene oret pro fflo.* (Dmrandi nUiomUt,J 

« The antbor of these lines was then stn^pi^Uiif with poverty aod dooMStic 
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But though the parts ub, to hear my oft prayers 
For your increaae, God is as near me here: 

And, to send you what I shall beg, his stain 
In length and ease are alike every where 

J. 



Sir Henry Wotton was received by the State of 
Venice with much honour and gkuhiess, both for 
that lie dcUvered his ainbassage most elegantly in 
the Italian language, and came also in such a 
jiMieture of time, as his master*s friendship seemed 
useful for that republic. The time of liis coming 
thither was about the year 1604. Leonardo 
Donato being then Duke, a wise and reaolTcd 
man, and to all purposes such (Sir Henry Wotton 
woidd often say it) as the State of Venice could 
not then have wanted, there having been fonncfly 
in the time of Pope Clement VIII. some oontesU 
about the privileges of churchmen, and the power 
of the civil magistrate ; of which, for the infiDima- 
tion of common readers, I shall say a little* bc^ 
cause it may give light to some passages t;|iat 
follow. 

About the year 1603, the Republic of Venice 
made several injunctions against lay persons giving 
lands or goods to the church, witliout licence 
from the civil magistrate ** ; and in that inhibition, 
they expressed their reasons to be, ** For that when 



^ The}' a1«o inacle injunctionA *' Againit the unncccaaary i»- 
'* cmse of new chiinhes, convents and other religioiu ImOdu^ 
*' within their dominion*." 
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** any .goods or land once came into the hands of 
^ the ecdesiartics, it was not subject to alienation, 
** by reason whereof (the lay people being at their 
^ death charitable even to excess, the dergy grew 
*^ every day more numerous, and pretended an ex- 
^ ^nption from all public service and taxes, and 
** from all secular judgment ; so that the burden 
^ grew thareby too heavy to be borne by the 
-laity.** 

Another occasion of difference was, that about 
tins time complaints were justly made by die 
Venetians against two Clergjrmen, the Abbot of 
Nervesa, and a Canon of Vicenza, for committing 
mdi sins, as I think not fit to name: Nor are 
tibeae mentioned with an intent to fix a scandal 
upon any calling. For holiness is not tied to 
eedesiastical orders, and Italy is observed to breed 
Ae most virtuous and most vicious men of any 
DitmL-— These two having been long tinnplained 
of at Rome, in the name of the State of Venice, 
and no satisfaction being given to the Venetians, 
Aey seized the persons of this abbot and canon, 
and committed them to prison. 

The justice or injustice of such, or the like power 
then used by the Venetians, had formerly had 
some calm debates betwixt the former Pope 
Qement VIII. and that Republic "" : I say calm. 



« Clement VIII. the admirer of Mr. Richard Hodcer's vast 
cnidition, waa a monifioent patron of learning, having promoted 
to the purple, BeUarmine, Baroniaa, and many other eminent 

scholars. 
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for he did Hot excommunicate them ; cxmndcrhngf 
as I conceive, that in the late Council of Trent it 
was at last (afler many politic distiirbanoes nd 
delays, and endeavours to preserve the Pope^s 
present power) in order to a general refonn«tk» of 
those many errors, which were in time crept into 
the church, declared by the Council, ** That thoogb 
** discipline, and especial excommunication, be cat 
" of the chief sinews of church-govemment* ad 
«* intended to keep men in obedience to it ; for 
^ which end it was declared to be very profitable : 
" Yet it was also declared, and advised to be used 
" with great sobriety and care ; because experience 
*^ had informed them, that when it was pronouneed 




CI 



• i 



«i 



•choUn. Sir Henry Wotton in a letter to Lord Zamdtg 
Florence, July 27, ir>9Q, ffives us the following ancodote of 
Pope. " The Tope (Clement VIII.) in this Uil gcncnl 
" tion of the clergy in St John Latenn hath 
canoniflts of that church, the one for having ' PluUidi't liii^ 
found on his table, the rest for failing in dadioing of aoaai 
and verbft." He has drawn his chancier in another Icttv ti 
the same name nobleman. May 8, 1 /»92 ; and in a letter floa 
Florence. July 31, ir^c^i, he declare*, that Clement had *h 
'* santita di Pio quarto, la pnidentia di Grfgorii XIIL Ct la 

" severiU di Sisto V." Leo XI. the immediate ■nrrrwif d 

Clement VI II. died on the Hffth day of his pontificate. Upoa 
his death, Paul W was advanced to the Papal dignitj. in 
preference to two learned antagonists, Bellarmine and B aru n im ■■ 
a iMmtiff of a luitighty, vindictive, and violent spirit, who^ as 
hath already licen obser^'cd, disgraced his character hj aa »• 
purni approbatimi of tiie doctrine of SUAKEZ thr J< 
fimce of " The Murder of Kings.** 
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«' mifldvisedly or rashly^ it became more ooii« 
** teamed Hum feared ^'^ And, though this was 
tbe advice of that Council at the conclusion of it» 
wUdi was not many years before tfils quarrel with 
fbt Venetians, yet this prudent patient Pope 
CkmGOt dying. Pope Paul V. who succeeded hhn 
(though not immediately, yet in the same year), 
being a man of a much hotter temper, brought 
thia diil^^ence with the Venetians to a much 
hi^er contention; objecting those late acts of 
that State, to be a diminution of his just power, 
and limited a time of twenty^our days for their 
nvocation ; threatening, if he were not obeyed, to 
proceed to the excommunication of the Repuldic, 
who still offered to show botii reason and ancient 
custom to wairant their actions. But this Pope, 
conttairy to his predecessor's moderation, required 
abadttte obedience without disputes. 

Thus it continued for about a year : the Pope 
stiD tlufeatening excommunication, and the Vene- 
tians stiD answering him with fair speeches, and 
no compliance ; till at last the Pope^s zeal to the 
Apoatolic see did make him to excommunicate 
the Duke, the whole Senate, and all their domi- 
idolia; and, that done, to shut up all their 
churdies : charging the whole dergy to forbear all 



' •■ When it it daKNmoed nshly for a snuiD euue." (Hitlonf 
if ikg CmneU if Trerd, tfwuimied hy Sir NatkmM Breni, p. 7B^J 
Bai wt FMher Comja^s rtnmk on thn pasMge in his efegant 
Fraich Ytni^n. 
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sacred offices to the Venetians, till their obedience 
should render thein capable of absolution. 

But this act of the Pope's did but tlie more oon- 
firm the Venetians in their resolution not to obey 
him. And to tliat end« upon the Iiearing of the 
Pope*s interdict, they presently published, by sound 
of trumpet, a proclamation to tliis effect >— 

** Tliat whosoever Iiath received from Rome any 
*' copy of a papal interdict, published there, ai 
" well against the law of God as against the 
'' honour of this nation, shall presently render it to 
'* the Council of Ten upon pain of death *. And 
'' made it loss of estate and nobility but to spak 
'' in belialf of the Jesuits.*" 

Then was Duado, their ambassador, caUed home 
from Rome, and the Inquisition presently sus- 
pended by order of the state : And the floodgates 
being thus set open, any man that had a r^^wtf 
or scoffing wit might safely vent it against the 
Pope, cither by free speaking or by libels in print; 
and both became very pleasant to the pe<^le. 

Matters thus heightened, the state advised witb 
father Paul ', a holy and learned fiiar, the author 



' Tlie Venctkn* had nt thin tiine liantAfMl tlie j| 
their territories, because they had rendered themadTct jrrmliMfy 
ul>noxiou4 by tlieir implicit adherence to the papal 



' We luve already had ooeaaiun to nane diaa 
eocle»ia5tii'. I'he Hictory of the Council of Trara waa 
as Uie Work of Pietro Soave Pulflio, the aB^MB tf hia 
Ilii priiici|vil adversaries in the Venetian 
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of <' The HifitOfjr of the Council of Trant," whoie 
advice was, ^ Neither to provoke the Pope, nor 
'* lose their own right ;" he decbring publidy in 
print» in the name of the state, ** That the Pope 
^ was trusted to keep two keys, one of prudence 
** and the other of power ; ' and that if they w&re 
^ not both used together, power ak>ne is not 
^ dBfectual in an excommunication.*' 

And thus these discontents and oppositions con- 
tiQuedt till a report was blown abroad that the 
Venetians were all turned Protestants ; which was 
hdieved by many : for that it was observed that 
the Ki^iA Ambassador was so often in conference 
with the sttiate; and his chaplain, Mr. Bedel S 
men <]ften with Father Paul, whom the people 
iid not Vake to be his friend : And also, for that 



mad BmnmiuM, the two great champions of their dmrcli. It wat 
mi «^ Fathfr Paul^ that '' He not otAj knew more than other 
«« aMB, but thut he knew better ;" and that " be seemed to have 
^ wisdom by habit." Attempts have been recently made by some 
m ode m writers among the high CalhoUcs, as they are denomina- 
ted, to depreciate the fame and invalidate the authority of this 
gmS man. These attempts are vain. His works will be held 
in veneration loi^ after the names of his adversaries are sunk 
into nUivion. 

• Afterward Bishop of Kilmore^ in Ireland. During his red- 
deMce at Venice for eight years^ he contracted an intimate 
ac^uainlasnce with Father Paul, who taught hiln the It^an 
language, and who was much afiicted when Mr. Bedel returned 
to England, to whom at his departure ne presented his picture, 
the MSS. of his History of the Council of Trent, his History of 
the Interdict and Inquidtion, with other literary donations. 

Vol. I. P 



226 THE LIFE OF 

the Republic of Venice was known to girtP 
commission to Grej^ry Jiistinianoy then their 
ambassador in Kn{;land, to make all these pro- 
ceedings known to the King of Kngland, and to 
crave a promise of his assistance, if need should 
reciiiire ; and in the mean time they required the 
King*s advice and judgment ; which was the same 
that he gave to Pope Clement, at his first coming 
to the cTown of England — (that Pope then moving 
him to an union with the Roman church):— 
namely, " To endeavour the calling of a fiee 
*' Council for the settlement of peace in Christen^ 
*' dom ; and that he doubted not but that the 
*' French King, and divers other Princes* would 
" join to assist in so good a work ; and in the mean 
** time the sin of this breach, both with his and the 
" Venetian dominions, must of necessity lie at the 
•• PojK»'s <hK>r.*' 

In this c*ontention, which lasted almost two 
years, the Poi>e grt*w still higher, and the Vene- 
tians more and more resolved and careless; stiD 
ac(|uainting King James with their prooeedingik 
which was done by the help of Sir Henry Wotton, 
Mr. Bedel, and Psuln* Paulo, whom the Venetiani 
did then call to Ik.* one of their consulters of state, 
and with his pen to defend their just cmse: 
Which was by him so perlbnned, that the Pope 
saw ])lainly he had weakened his power by exceed- 
ing it, and offered the Venetians absolution upon 
vcr}' i*asy terms ; which the ^''enetians still slight* 
iiig, did at last obtain by that which was 
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much as a show of acknowledging it For they 
made an order, that in that day in which they 
were abscdved, there should be no public rejoicing, 
nor any bonfires that night, lest the common 
people might judge that they desired an absolur 
don, or were absolved for committing a fault **. 

These contests were the occasion of Padre Paulo's 
knowledge and interest with King James; for 
nrhose sake principally Padre Paulo compiled that 
eminent history of the remarkable Council of 
rrent ; which history was, as fast as it was 
unitten, sent in several sheets in letters by Sir 
Elenry Wotton, Mr. Bedel, and others, unto 
EQng James and the then Bishop of Canterbury, 
nto England; and there first made public 



^ Kio^ James had written " A Premomtion to all Chmtian 
PriBoet and States/' in the Latin language. Sir Henry Wotton 
s modi censured for having delayed to present it to the Senate 
a Venice, as there was no doubt but that it would have tended 
nadi to separate them entirely from the papal power. It was 
m intention to have produced it on St James's day. Before 
hat day came, the difference between the Pope and the Republic 
raa made up : so that when he had his audience, all the answer 
le got was, '' That they thanked the King of England for his 
' good wfll, but that they were now reconciled to the Pope, and 
' diat dierefore they were resolved not to admit any change in 
' their religion, according to their agreement with the court of 
' Rome."— <Btfnu!fi Life of Bedel, p, 13, 14 J— It must be re- 
aembered that the above account is expressly contradicted by 
Dr. Hickes, who asserts, that the King's book, of wluch Bishop 
hnmet speaks, was not then extant. " The Pope and the Venetians 
' were reconciled in April 1(>07, and the King's Premonition 
' came not out ^M 1609.'' 

P2 
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both in English and in the univeml lan- 
guage. 

For eight years after Sir Henry Wotton'i going 
into Italy* he stood fair and highly valued in the 
King's opinion, but at last became much douded by 
an accident which I shall proceed to rdate. 

At his first going ambassador into Italy, as lir 
passed through Germany, he stayed some dayi 
at Augusta, where having been, in his fixmcr 
travels, well known by many of the best note for 
learning and ingenioasness (those that are esteemed 
the virtuosi of that nation) with wliom he, pMUig 
an evening in merrimentM, was requested bf 
Christopher Flccamore to write some sentenoe in 
his Albi> (a book of white paper which the GeroMB 
gentr\' usually carry about them for that purpose) ; 
and Sir Henry Wotton, consenting to the niotiony 
took an occasion, from some accidental discoune of - 
the present company, to write a pleasant dcfr 
iiition of an aiubassadiM-, in these very words : 

" Legatu» €ft vir boniH peregrr iiiifi»u9 ad mmticiiifaai 
" rripublicv oium/' 

Wliich Sir Henr}' Wotton could liave been con- 
tent shoidd have been thus Englished : 

*' An amhumior h mi liuiie^ man, ma tu he atnmd tar thr 
'* good of hin ouantr)'." 

But the word for lie, being the hinge upou 
which the concept was to tuni, was not ao ex- 
pressed in Latin, as would admit (in the hands of 
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an enemy espedally) so fidr a oonstmction m 
Sir Hairy thought in English *. Yet as it wa«, 
it slqpt quietly among othar sentences in this Albo, 
almost eight years, till fay accident it fell into the 
hands of Jasper Sdoppius S a Romanist, a mdtk of 



> This passage reminds me of a juvenik epigram written by 
Dr. Donne : 

'< A LAMB BEOOAR. 

'^ I am unable^ yonder beggar cries^ 

^< To stand or move ; if be say tvue^ be Hei.^ 

^ A person mucb celebrated for his intense application lo 
etad^^ the quickness of his parts^ his memory, his eloquence, and 
Am BMjhitnde of books which he composed. His great qualities 
ihbiSfd by a want of probity and modeBraticxi. He wae 
el Mmmirk, in the higher Palatinate^ in 157& On leading 
tile 4aMh of Cardinal Baxoniusp he abjured the Protestant reli- 
gjoo in 1599» ^^^ ^^ admitted into the community of the 
Cfaoidi of Bome. He wrote with much a^ierity of latyiage 
9g/ka(t the Jesuits, against Joseph ScaHger, Casaubon, and other 
learned men, not sparing even Cicero and the beet writers of 
sntiquty. He attacked James I. of England. To truth he paid 
fitde regard, being more inclined to calumniate his adversary, by 
die most disgraceful arts of defamation, than to refUte him by 
jait and solid reasoning. The very titles of his books discover 
the acrimony of his temper. " Scorpiacum sive remedium oontrm 
^ Protestantium haereses ex ip orum scriptis petitum, adversum 
Jaoobum Regem Britannise »," 1612. — «' CoUyrium re- 

gium Britannia? Regi gravi ex oculis laboranti muneri 
^miasum," I6II. Hiswritii excited such resentment i^painst 
hioi, that he was alarmed for his personal uikty, and fled to 
Fwdnm, where he died in l6^.^^Diclumnaire HiHonqMeJ.'^ln 
the prologue to " Ignoramus," spoken before James L at 
Cambridge, May 6, l6l5, fidoppius is censored with gieat 
leycri^ of kn| lage for his treatment of Sir Henry Wdtton. 

PS 
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a restless spirit and a malicious pen ; wlio, with 
b(x>ks apiiiist King James, prints this as a priiieiple 
of that religion i)rofessc(l by the King, and hU 
Ambassador Sir Henry Wottoiu then at Venice: 
and in ^\*ni(*c it was presently after written in 
several gluss-windows, and spitefully declared to 
Sir Ilenrv Wotton's. 

This coming to the knowledge of King James, 
he a])prehended it to be such an oversight, such 
a weakness, or worse, in Sir Henry Wotton, a^ 
caused the King to express much wrath agumt 
him ; and this ciuiseil Sir Henr)' Wotton to write 
two Apologies, one to WIserus ' (one of the Chiefs 
of Augusta) in the universal language, which he 
caused to be printed, and given and scattered in 
the most remarkable places both of Germany and 
Itily, as an antidote *" agsiinst the venomous books 
of Scioppius; and another Apology to King 



I Mark Velakr, or Wklscr, wa* bom at Aug«biiig, JfomtfK 
I^ImS^ of a ncible and ancient Gemun famiJy. lie panuMl km 
»tiulles at Home under the crlebratiti Muretu§, and upon km 
return into hi» native city, havin;( acc(uirc«l ffrrat reputitMl al 
the bar, became one iif ita first magi^traten, and was very kogid 
liimwir, and a great |Mtron of learned men. CDidiammmn Uit- 
ioritiHCf 1 777. J 



^ In thi'i K'tUT, written with truly elantic eleganor» S 
ift treati'd witli a har)tlHK'i«<«, which, thnugli prottably deterred by 
him, d«M*«i tiot perfectly <|ua(b'iite with the character of a 
** Cum fnmelicus, tran^fuga, & Roiname Curiv hitulctitna 
*' lator >cri|ititat loluni ut prandcre fiouit; cum 
" irranrniaticRstcr, &-c. &c." 
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James : Which were both so ingenious, so dear, 
and so choicely eloquent, that his Majesty (who 
was a pure judge of it) could not forbear, at the 
receipt thereof, to declcure publicly, that '^ Sir 
** Hefiry Wotton had commuted sufficiently for a 
*• greater offence "." 

And now, as broken bones, well set, become 
stronger; so Sir Henry Wotton did not only 
recover, but was much more confirmed in his 
Majesty's estimation and favour than formerly he 
had been. 

And as that- man of great wit and useful fancy 
(his fiiend Dr. Donne) gave in a will of his (a will 
of conceits ''), his reputation to his friends, and his 
industry to his foes, because firom thence he re- 
oeived both : So those friends, that in this time of 
trial laboured to excuse this facetious fireedom of 
Sb Hauy Wotton*s were to him more dear, and 



" After hia first return from V^enice he remained without any 
ployment for five years. It may be inferred from a letter to 
Sir Edmund Bacon^ dated June 8, l6l4, and printed in the 
•• Beliquiae Wottoniansp, p. 431," that Sir Henry Wotton was at 
tfiat time a member of the House of Commons. 

^ * The passage to, which Isaae WalUm alludes, is in a poem of 
.Dr. Donne's, entitled " The Will" 

" I gwe my nputation to those 

" Which were my friends ; mine industry to Ibet ; 

'* To sduMbnen I bequeath my doubtfulness ; 

** My sickness to physicians, or excess ; 

*' To Nature all that I in rhjrme htLwp wri^ 

" And to my company my wit," 

P4 
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by him more highly valued. And thoie acquaint- 
ance, that urged this as an advantage against him, 
caused him by this error to grow botli mwe wiae^ 
and (which is the best fruit error can bring forth), 
for the future, to become more industriously watdi^ 
ful over his tongue and pen **. 

I liave told you a pirt of his employment in 
Italy ; wliere, notwithstanding the death of his 
favourer, the Duke liconardo Donato^ wlio had 
an luulissemblcil affection for him, and the mali- 
cious a(*cusation of Scioppiiis ; yet his interest» as 
though it had been an intailed love, was still ibund 



r The mraiiini;^ of tliit oh^ictirc puuffe nuj pte L s M y b» 
rliicidatecl by the following pnnphrue. " And u Sir Hcnrf 
*' Wotton's friend. Dr. Donne, gsve in • wiD of hii (• wfli ia» 
" plete with facetiousncis) his raputation to hit Iricndi^ and hii 
" industry to hit foes ; because fran thence (that is^ hoot 
" from his friends and fue^), lie received both, namely, 
" tion from bin friends, and industry from his foea; ao ihow 
^ friend^ who in this time of trial laboured to exciiae tfcb Id- 
" stance of Sir Henry Wtittun's facetious freedom, bccuM 
"' dear to Sir Henry, and by him more highly Talued, and 
*' acquaintance, who censured him fcr the sentenee which 
" inserted in the Album, malignantly urged that 
* to his disail vantage, l>y such eimiity taught bin 
- ' caused him by this error or indiscretion lo 
> aiul, which is the best fruit error can bring fiath» tar 
" future to become more industriously walcMiil over hk 
' and pen." 

Whetficr I am praised or lilaned, aaya a Chinese i^gt; I 
it of u^ to my advancement in virtae. Thooe who 
me I conceive to point out the way I ought to go; 
blame me, as telling me the dingers I have 
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to live am increase in all the suooeeding Dukes, 
dttring his employment to that state, which was 
almost twenty years : all which time he studied 
the dispositions of those Dukes, and the other 
omsultefs of state; well knowing that he who 
negociates a continued business, and neglects the 
study of dispositions, usually fails in his proposed 
ends. But in this Sir Henry Wotton did not fiul ; 
for 1]gr a fine sorting of fit presents, curious and 
net costly entertainments, always sweetened by 
various and pleasant disoourse«-with which, and 
his dioice application of stories, and his d^gant 
delivery of aU these, even in their Italian language, 
he first got, and still preserved, such interest in 
the state of Venice, that it was observed (such 
was either his merit or his modesty) they never 
Aenied him any request. 

But all this shows but his abilities and his fit- 
ness for that employment: It will therefore be 
needful to tell the reader, what use he made of 
that interest which these procured him. And that 
indeed was rather to oblige others than to enrich 
iiimself ; he still endeavouring tiiat the reputation 
af the English might be maintained, both in the 
Sennan Empire and in Italy : where many gen- 
tlenmi, whom travd had invited into that nation, 
received from him cheerfiil entertainments, advice 
for their behaviour ; and by his interest, shelter 
>r deliverance from those accidental storms of ad- 
rersity which usuaUy attend upon travel. 
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And because these things may appear to the 

reader to be but generals, I shall acquaint him 

' with two particular examples ; one of his merciful 

dis]>osition, and one of the nobleness of his mind ; 

wliich shall follow. 

There had been many English soldiers brought 
by commanders of their own country to wn'c 
the ^''enetians for pay against the Turks : And 
those Englisli having by irregidarities or im- 
providence brought themselves into several galleys 
and prisons. Sir Henry Wotton became a petitioner 
to that state for their lives and entailment ; and 
his request was granted: so that those (whidi 
were manv himdreds, and there made the sad 
examples of human miser\-, by hard imprisoD- 
ment and unpitied poverty in a strange nation) 
were by his means released, relieved, and in a 
comfortable condition scut to thank God and him 
for their lives and liberty in their own country. 

And tills I have obser\'ed as one testimony of 
the compassionate nature of him, who was, during 
liis stay in those parts, as a city of refuge for the 
distressed of this and other nations. 

And for that which I offer as a testimony of 
the nobleness of his mind, I shall make way to 
the reader's clearer understanding of it, by tdHng 
him, that beside several other foreign empksy- 
ments^ Sir Henry Wotton was sent thrioe Am- 



In 1615 be was Ambamdor to the United Fronncek 
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bassadw to the Republic of Venice'. And at 
his last going thither he was employed Ambes- 
sador to several of the German Princes, and more 
particularly to the Emperm* Ferdinando II. ; and 
that his employment to him, and those Princes, 
was to indine them to equitable conditions, for 
the restoration of the Queen of Bohemia, and 
her descendants, to their patrimonial inheritance 
of the Palatinate. 

This was by his eight month's constant en- 
deavours and attendance upon the Emperor, his 
court and council, brought to a probability of 
a successful conclusion without bloodshed. But 
thare was at that time two opposite armies in 
the field, and as they were treating, th^e was 
a battle fought* ; in the managery whereof, there 
were so many miserable errors on the one side— 
(so Sir Henry Wotton expresses it in a dispatch 
to the King), — and so advantageous events to 
the Emperor, as put an end to all present hopes 
of a successful treaty. So that Sir Henry, seeing 
the face of a peace altered by that victory, pre- 
pared for a removal from that court ; and at his 
departure frx>m the Emperor, was so bold as to 
ronember him, " That the events of every 
^ battle move on the unseen wheels of Fortune^ 



Mn 1604, 1615, and 1621. 

•The CftUl Uttle near Prague in November l6i0, when the 
JVince of Anhault, General to the King of Bohemia, was, with 
"Ilia whole armj, totally defeated. 
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'' whidi are this moment up^ and down tke 
'* and therefore humbly advised him to u 
'* victory so soberly, as still to put on the 
'* of peace.** Which vice, though it seen 
be spoken with some passion (his dear m 
the Queen of Bohemia' being concerned 
was yet taken in good part by the En 
who replied, '' That he would consider his s 
And though he looked on the King his i 
as an abetter of his enemy the Paulsgcave 






t The following venet were wrote by Sir Henry Wolto 
his MifHets, the Qaeen of Bohemin :" 



•* Yeu oMMwr kmtkt of tte id|f*i; 
*• Thai poorljr Mtfaiy our qm 
•• Hon by jour m m mh er thtmymaU^ki, 
*• You c uma o o ptopk of the tkim^ 
«• Wbai •• fou wbflo tte foa rfHB ilmf 



** You curious chants* of tht wood* 
•• That warttc forth dmme NttmrtU Iqrt, 
** TMnkinf yoor iratew u i al iin u ad 
*• % yoar waah a ca ai fa ; whal'bjMi 
•« Wbn ilUiboMf her vakst iImQ talM P 

*• You vUkU llMl im appear, 
*« Wfj fomfmrgfm r fk aaMifcr kaaera, 
•* Uka tfw proud virglmt of the ymr, 
*♦ Aa if the yriy were aP your ow, 
•* What ve jou when the fwe It Uiva f 



•• So whan mf mkirtm ihall ha mm, 
^ In/ormandWeai^ofher 
•• By s4rter tm, than aMai 
*« TaO nr, WJ^wtn nal te^*' 
•« The oN^ 8bS |«vy if 
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** for Sir lieaary himself^ his behaviour had been 
^ audi dunag the manage of the treaty, that he 
^ took him to be a person of much honour and 
^ merit, and did theiefore desire him to aoeept 
* that jewel, as a testimony of his good opimon 
** a£ Mm :" Which was a jewel of diamcmds of 
more value than a thousand pounds. 

This jewel was received with all outward dr- 
liunstances and t^rms of honour by Sir Heniy 
Wottoii. But the next momuig, at his d^>yrting 
ftmn Vienna, he, at his taking leave of the 
Countess of Sabrina, an Italian lady, in whose 
house the £mperor had appointed him to be 
iodgsd tfid honourably entertained, Mikuowkdiged 
her merits, and besought her to accept of that 
jewd, as a testimony of his gratitude for her 
dvSities ; presenting her with the same that was 
giv^i him by the £mperar. Which heSa^ sud- 
denly diioovered, and told to the Emperor, was 
by him taken for a high affhmt, and Sir Henry 
Wotton told so by a messenger. To which he 
replied, '' that though he received it with thank- 
*' fulness, yet he found in himself an indijsposition 

to be the better for any gift that came fixmi 

an enemy to his Royal Mistress, the Queen of 
^' Bohemia f for so she was pleased he should 
always call her. 

Many other of his sarvices to his Prince and 
tliis nation might be insisted upon; as namely, 
his ]m)curations of privil^es and coiulesies with 
the German Princes and the Republic of Venice. 



•« 
M 
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for the English merchants ; and what he did by 
direction of King James with the Venetian State; 
concerning tlie Bisho]) of Spalato*s "" return to die 
Church of Rome. Bitt for the jNUticuhuv of thcM; 
and many more that I meant to make known, I 
want a view of some papers that might inform 



«MARriTs ANTONit'B DE DoMiNis, Archbinhop of Spabto in 
the territory' of Venice, to whom we are obliged Ibr dut u 
duction of the celebrated " History of the Council of Ti 
into this kingdom. Having abandoned thr religian in wl 
he was educated, he came into England in the begianiiif of 
the reign of Jamca I. and continued there to the jctf 1 622. 
The University of Cambridge, at their conrnienoement in 16I7, 
paid the moat flattering attention to him, while he iniiiitfl 
many signal instances of kindness from the King. Y«t the 
fickleness of his disposition, and, as some have aiEraMd^ his 
vanity and avarice, soon lost him all credit Upon the 
motion of Gregory XV. his friend and relation, to the 
he was artfully persuaded by Gondamar, the Spanish 
sador, to return to Rome, where he publicly reno nn cad his 
errors, and was again admitted into the bosom of the ihinA 
He is said also to have left England with a view to convoke a 
general council, having entertained hopes of composing bmUov 
uf religion by such a measure. The Pope at first treated him 
with respect: He was however soon delivered to the Id- 
i|uisition, and imprisoned in the Castle of Angelo^ on 
of heresy ; and it is suggested that he was there 
Different accounts indeed air giyen uf the miserable exit of 
this irresolute man on his return to Rome ; yet moat wiitcn 
ngrvr, that by an order uf tlie Inquisitioii he was dcdarad 
to be a relapsed herttic, and that, after his death, his body 
was publicly bunit 

" In 1617 tlie ArchbiJ)n|) ol' Spatalo, a convert, 
- England, and prvached. iftrote, and railed against 




<c 
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me, (his late Majesty^ letter-office having now 
suffered a strange alienation), and indeed I want 
time too; for the printer^s press stays for what 
is written: so that I must haste to bring Sir 
Henry Wotton in an instant fixjm Venice to 
London; leaving the reader to make up what 



*' until he was made Dean of Windsor, and Master of the 
^ Savoy: Afterward he returned to Rome, and recanted there : 
^ WM bitterly reproadiing the Protestant doctrine, as here he 

" had extolled it : And his end was in a {ffison." {fVeiwootts 
«< Memarials, ^. p. 296 J 

He hurt the cause of Rome more by his pen, than by the 
defection of his person : His learned books entitled, ** De Re- 
p«dblidt £ccle8iastic&'' being still unanswered. Of the zeal 
-wfaidi he once dispUyed against Pqpery, we may form some 
f?|P»nf* llram the story rekted by Lord Bacon. Bishop An* 
drewa being asked at the first coming over of the Archbishop 
of Spakto, whether he was a Proie^anl or no? answered, 
<* Tmly I know not ; but I thmk he is Deieskmi, vis. of most 
» of die opinions of Rome." And in a print of this preUite 
engraved by Sparke> is an inscription, expressive of his strong 
Sfveraion to the doctrines of that church which he had abjured. 

" Welcome, grave primate, from th' erroneous holde 

'' Of Romish Babel into Christ his foldc: 

" Thy learned workes the beast shaU deadly wound, 

*' Confute his errors, and his pride confound, 

" Therefore converted (under Faith's defender) 

'' Strengthen thy brethren, and confirm the tender." 



Bishop Burnet in his ** Life of Bedel" has observed, that 
De Dominis was utterly ignorant of the Greek Tongue, and 
that Mr. Bedel, when Chapkin to Sir Henry Wotton at Venice, 
corrected many ill applications of texts of scriptore and quota- 
tions of fathers, in his work, '' De Republic^ Ecclesiasticfi." 



*ru^ 
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is defective in^hii place* by the nnall wpplemint 
of the inscription under his arms» which he left 
at all those houses where he rested* or lodged 
when he returned from his bst EmhasQf into 
England. 

'' Heiuicus Wottonius Anglo-CantianuSyThosnc 
'* optimi viri filius natu minimus, h serenissimo 
Jacobo I. Mag. Brit Rege, in equestrem tituhim 
adscitus, ejusdemque ter ad Rempuhlicam Ve^ 
** netam Legatus Qrdinarius, semel ad Confisde- 
** ratanim Provincianim Ordines in JuHaeensi 
'' negotio. Bis ad Carohmi Emanuel, ^^andw 
*' Ducem ; semel ad unites superiaris Gennani* 






The ofiiniin usually cirtflrUincd conofmiiif Ae 
" De Dominis," upon tiis return to Rome, b Icm 
to hit duwftctcr than he deaervcs, if we may Judge Avhi Ike 
narrative of Dr. John Coain, Bishop of Durhan, in Ua « M^ 
tory of TransubflCantiation,'' C. II. { vii. We are aanri 
on hit departure fVom England, he left in writing thia 
rable declaration : '' I am resolved, even with the dan gw cf 
my life, to profera before the Pope liimielf, that the 
ot* England is a true and Orthodox Church c^ Chriat." 
Ill* not only promised, but faithfully perfonned. He 
never l>e penuaded by the Jesuits or Uhen, either lo 
to the new^dtrised tenets of the Council of Trent, or to 
those orthodox books which he had printed in England 
<>emuuiv, or to renounce the Communion of the Chmdl of 
Mngland. in wIumc defence he constantly perttsled to the 
very last. 

It Hhould ne^er be forgotten that he acquired osaMdmhb 
rqiuution in the philosophical world, by his eiplanalian of 
the pliienomena ^ the rainbow, in his book. " De Badiia Vm» 
»•! Liicii^" 



«4 
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** Principes in Conventu Heilbrunensi, postremo 

** ad Archiducem Leopoldum, Ducem Wittem- 
beigensem, Civitates Imperiales, Argentinam, 
Ulmamque, et ipsum Romanoruin Iinperatorem 

^* Ferdinandum Secundum, Legatus Extraordina- 

<^ riu8, tandem hoc didicit, 

** Animas fieri sapientiores quiescendo." 

To London he came the year before King 
James died ; who having, for the reward of his 
foreign service, promised him the reversion of an 
office which was fit to be turned into present 
money, which he wanted, for a supply of his 
present necessities, and also granted him the re- 
version of the Master of the Rolls place, if he 
outlived charitable Sir Julius Caesar % who then 



*Sir Jvuos CiBSAR alias Adelmarb, the eldest son of Csnar 
Ddnuttitts, an Italian physician to Queen Maiy and to Queen 
KHiabeth, His beunty was so extensive, that he might be 
GiDed «* The Almoner General of the Nation." He printed 
m artalogue of the books, parchments, and papers belongring 
to thr Court of Requests, in quarto, of singular use to anti- 
quaries, but now almost as scarce as the MSS. themselves, 
C Peck's Detid. Cur. lib. xiv. p. 17 J 

''It was not,** says Lloyd in his State Worthies, p. 985, 
'* without a prosperous omen that his chief house in Hertford- 
*' thire was called Benington, that is villa benigna, as one author 
*' win have it, or as another, vilia beneficn, the Town of Good 
^ Tumsy from the river so named running by it," 

This venerable lawyer died April 28. 1639, in the 79th year 
€i his age* He lies buried in great St Helen's church, London^ 
under a monument, having an inscription in tlie form of a deed 
with a seal to it, importing " That he was willing to pay h]\ 
debt to nature whenever Cod pleased." (Biogr, Brit. J 
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pos<k?s^ it, and then gronn RO old that he vtba 
said to Ik? kept alive beyond natiirc*8 roune hy the 
prayers of those many p<x>r which he dafly re- 
lieved. 

But these were but in hope, and his condition 
required a prc»sent support : For in the beginning 
ol* these eiuploynients he sold to his ekler brother, 
the Lord W^'utton, the rent-c*harge left by his 
good fatiier, and, whicii is worse, was now at his 
return indebted to several persons, whom he was 
not able to salisty but by the King's payment 
of his arrears due for his forc*ign emplo3rmentk 
He had brought into England many servants^ of 
which sonic were Ck*mian and Italian artists ; this 
was part of his ci>ndition, who had many times 
hanlly sufficient to supply the occasions of the 
dav : For it niav by no means be said of hb 
providence, as himself said of Sir Philip Sdncyll 
wit, " That it was tiie verj- measure of congmityi* 
he bt*ing always so careless of money, as tfaougb 
our Saviour's words '* Care not for to-moiTOW* 
were to Ik* literallv understcHKl. 

Ihit it plciuicd tlic (lod of Providence that in 
this juncture of time the Pruvostship of his Us* 
jesty's College of Katon became void by the daalk 



^ Art*1il)iOiop Laiiil. in tlic ncoMiiit of ]i\% prmincp of 
hiin-. M*nt to till* Kin^ fur thr year WrJi. ^pvet this 
tr-tiiuoiiv til Sir FIrnrv Wiitton'^ coiuliict in the 
of hii collitrr:^" For r.'.tim Cullrgr ^hhm that cliocw (^ 
" Ijnmln). I <!(» iH't find Init that thr IVm'Oii Sir Hm^ 
" Wuiton, liatJk carried hiiiiii-lf \er\" ^KJitliily." 



SIR IteKRY WOTTON. 848 

of Mr. Thomas Murray*, for which there were 
(as the place deserved) many earnest and powerful 
suitors* to the King* And Sir Henry , who had 
for many years (like Sisyphus) n^ed the restless 
itone of a state employment, knowirig experimen- 
tally that the great blessing of sweet content was 
not to be fmmd in multitudes of men or business, 
and that a CoUege was the fittest place to nourish 
hcly thoughts, and to afibrd rest both to his body 



* The tucce^or of Sit Henry Savile in the Provoetship of 
Efll0n GoUrge. He was a native of Scotland, Tutor and Secre« 
iny to Prince Charles. His leal in opposing tlie marriage of 
the Piiaoe with the Infanta of Spain^ occasioned his imprison- 
mcnit finr sometimei along with Dr. George Hackwell, Arch- 
dP Butvy, the author of '' A Discourse against the 
Ifmtoh^" He died April 1, l623. In the Cabala is 
from WilUfins, Bishop of linc^n, an the appcHntment 
of Homy to the Provostship of Eaton. In this letter he ooni- 
PUhm of '' The dispensation given to him, who was a mere 
"kjfnan, to hold a pkee which was a living widi cure of 
"^ sooby" and hints a suspicion of his being averse to the church 
as estaUished in England. 



* Among other misuccessful candidates at this time was the 
Lord Bacon, as appears from a letter written by him to 
Mr. Secretary Conway^ dated Grey's Inn, March 25, lG98. 
And Dr. Birch has given the following extract from an a»- 
piMished letter of the Lord Keeper Williams to the Marquis 
of Buckingham, dated April 11, l&iS. "Mr. Murray^ the 
'* Provost of Eaton, is now dead : The place stayed by the 

FeUows and myself, until your Lordship's pleasure be known. 

Whomsoever your Lordship shall name I shall like of, though 
«« it be Sir William Becker, though this Phivottshtp never 
"descended so low. The King named unto me yesterday 

Q 2 '' morning 



0t 
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and mind, which his age (being now almost three- 
score years) seemed to require, did therefoce use 
his own and the interest of all his friends to 
proaire that place. By whicli means, and quitting 
the King of his promised reversionary offices* and 
a piece of honest ix>Iic}' (whicli I have not time to 
relate) lie got a grant^ of it from his Majesty. 

And this was a fair satisfaction to his mind : 
But money was wanting^ to funiish him with 



" moriuiiji^ Sir Albertus Morton, Sir Dudley Carlton, 
Sir KokK*rt Aytoii» our Ute Quec-n'ti SecrrUry. But in aj 
opinion, though he named him hut, his Majeat| 
' this Ayton mosL It i%ill re»t wholly upon jroor 

to name the man. It is somewhat neceuaiy he be a good 
«* scholar, but more that he be a good husband, mdm 
** manager, and a stayed man, which no man can he 
«is so much indebted as the Lord Sl Alban's." fBmm't 
9Vorki, I'd/, iii. p. 63G,J 



€t 

tt 
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^ He was insututed to the Provostship July S6, lfiS4, 
obtained the appointment by surrendering a grant of the w^ 
version of tlie Mastership of the Rolls, and of another oftob 
The value of this prvfennent in the reign of Henry VI I L is 
known from the ft»l lowing story : Sir Thomas Wyat one dqr 
told the King, that he found out a living of one hundred 
in the year more than enough, and prayed him to 
on him. " Truly," said the King, " we have no 
" England." '' Ye!i, Sir," said Sir Thomas, « the 
'' ol* Katon, where a man has his diet, hit lodging, hat 
*' meat, liis servants' wages, his ridii^ diaiges, and lOOiL 
" annum besides." (UiMfd'i Sisie IVvHkiet, p. 7£l.^ 

« When he went to the election at Eaton, nan atler he ^ 
made Ptavoft^ he was so ill provided that the FcDowt of 
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liiose necessaries which attend removes and a 
Mtdemait in such a place ; and to prociu*e that, 
he wrote to his old friend Mr. Nicholas Pey'' for 
his assistance. Of which Nicholas Pey I shall here 
say a little for the clearing of some passages that 
I cAiall mention hereafter. 

He was in his youth a clerk, or in some such 
way a servant to the Lord Wotton, Sir Henry's 
Ixother ; and by him, when he was Comptroller of 



CoDege were obliged to furnish his bare walls, and whatever 
Ae was wanting. In a letter to the Duke of Buddngham, 
aAcr his return from his last ambassage to Venice^ he thus 
writes : 'M am left utterly destitute of all possibility to subsist 
^ at heme : Much like those seal-fishes, which sometimes, as 
^tlieyaay, oversleeping themselves in an ebbing water, fed 
^ **^^g about them in a dry shore when they are awake.* 

CRetiq. Wotkm. p. S90.J 

' Qf wham Sir Henry Wotton writes in a letter to the Duke 
of Buckingluun from Venice : " That he is his friend of trust 
to him at home in " all his occasions.** In. other letters he 
liwajs mentions him in language full of respect The name 
«f dus faithful servant, thus transmitted to posterity in the page 
«f liaac Widton, will ever be remembered with honour. 

''Oh good old man! how wdl in thee tppean 
'* The constant service o£ the antique world, 
'' When servants sweat for duty, not for meed. 
'* Thou art not for the fashion of these times 
" Where none will sweat but for promotion, 
'^ And having that, do choke their service up 
'' Even with the having. It is not so with thee." 

(Skaktptares A$ Ym Like It, ad 11. scene III. J 

QS 
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the King\s HousohohU ^v.is made a fj^cat officnr' 
in his Majesty's House. This and other favours 
l>einjr oonterrwl iiim«i Mr. Poy, /w xchom there xcojf 
a radical honcstfi. were* always thankfully acknow- 
ledged hy him. and his frmtitude expremed by a 
willing and luiwc-aricd sen'ieeableness to that 
family even till his deatli. To him Sir Henrv 
^^'ottoIl wrote to use all liis interest at court, 
to jmx'ure five luin<lred pounds of his arrears (ibr 
less would not settle him in the College), and the 
want of such a sum iKrinhlcd his Jiice with earC'^^ 
(it was his own exprtvssion); — and tliat money 
l>einLj pnK'ured. lie should the next day aAer find 
him in his Collei;**, and '* Invidia* remedium" writ- 
ten over his stU(lv*d«M>r\ 

Tliis money, lK*in^ {xirt of his arrears, was by 
own. and the help ot' honest Nieholas Pey*s i 
in court, quiekly ])nH'ur(^l him, and he as quickly" 
in the College : the place where indeed liLs liappi— — 



* One of the Clerk* of the Kinp'** Kiti*!u'ti. 

f Sit- ilii.* Irttcr in " ICcliqniiP Wuttoniana*." p. S.Oy. 

K Vet, in A letter to the Kinp in M'rl^^ he reqimU that, wi 
the lloll'* are clii»pch«<*(l ot* hi^ Mije^ty wimlcl lir pleaurd to 
tor him Mime ^innll pr«i]Mirtitm towanl^ the <ii<chArKr of 
lirliti- n« he had rontradfl in public M^rviee, and nest tu 
him tlie m-\t ffiMMi Deanery that ikhall Ih* %arant bj death or K^ 

mine, flieiuf. Il't^t, /». .'iliSj And we find him in Wi.1T. m 

A ]MMir «upph.iiit unto tlie Kin^ ti» amfer u|miii him the ManteiNhip 
fif the Saviiy. in caM Dr. IW-lr.iUifik-l, hi* iitvnl frirnd, ihaO bt 
rcniovwl to tlie Deiainy ui' Durham. Clhiti. p, llMkJ 



SIR HEKBY WOTTOK. £47 

BM then seemed to have its beginning. The 
ollege being to his mind as a quiet harbour to a 
!afaring-man after a tempestuous voyage ^ where, 
Y the bounty of the pious founder, his very food 
id raiment were plentifully provided for liim in 
ind« and xnxxe money than enough ; where he was 
eed from all corroding cares, and seated on such a 
ick, as the waves of want could jiot probaUy 
lake; where he might sit in a calm, and, 
oking down, behold the busy multitude tur- 
loilad and tossed in a tempestuous sea of trouble 
id dangers^; and, as Sir William Davenant^ 



^ *' Suave man magno turbantibus asquora ventis 
^ £ terra alteriu4 ina^^um apectare laborem." lucret. 



^ Sir William Davenant, bom at Oxford in l605, and caUed 
f Amhonj Wood " The sweet Swan of Isis," wa« chosen Poet- 
meat on the death of Ben Jonson. He attached himtelf to the 
yal cause, and entering upon a military life, received the honour 
* Knighthood for his behaviour at the siege of Gloucester in 
$41. Having embarked on board a ship to go to Virginia, he 
aa captured by a man of war belonging to the Parliament, and 
irried prisoner to the Isle of Wight. During hie confinement 
t retained his natural vivacity of temper, and employed his time 
I completing his epic poem of Gondibert It is g'^nerally sup- 
98ed that he owed the preservation of his life to the kind inter- 
•rence oS Milton. He had aflerward an opportunity of coiifSming 
le same favour on our immortal bard. At the restoration he 
certed himself in improving the scenery and decorations of the 
age. His dramatic works are numerous. He died in April 
S68, and was interred in Westminster Abbey, near the poet 
lay, who was his rival for the laureL 

Q4 
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has happily expressed the like of another per- 
son, 

•' I^ii';li ;il till' gr.ivi-r biioiiicss ofllie ^Uto, 

*' Wliii'Ii .spraks 1111*11 r:itl:t*r ui^tc tlian fortiiiuito." 

Kein^ thn*. settUnl aironling to the desires cif hi^ 
heart, his first study ^ was the Htututes of the 
CollegtN hy wliieh he ecmceived himself I)ound ' to 
enter hito Holy Onlers, wliieh he did, being nuule 
Deaeon with all convenient speed. Shortly after 
which time, as lie nnne in his surplice firoin tlie 



^ IVeviou^ to tlii% he* piililislicHl liU " KlcinentHor Arcfaitrcturv ;" 
a work of very great iiu-rit, :iiifl in reality tlie bc^t upun that miI^ 
jii't tliat liad tlii'ii np|MMrf(l iii tlie English language. 

I Tliough the Ktn^ had actiully granted a diiipenntiaii to hold 
tlie Pruvostship without going into Orders, Sir Hcnrj WV 
wa» ordained IX'acon in lii.i'^. In tlie " Ileliq. W^ 
p. .S'2.i, .'S-JTi are two letters to t lie Kiiig^nine to make known hk 
inti*ntii*n I'f* eiitrrlng into Orders ; the other to infiim hu 
M.iji^y tliat lu* had lalrn the tU^nr of DeacoH. Sir Hairy 
Savile and Mr. Murray, the iintk-ce^bom of Sir Henry Wodon, 
were Imth laymen. And it is well known, that upon the death 
fit* Dr. Jolui Meredith, the great and gcKKl Mr. Boyle was in l6fi3 
iiouiiiuitetl to the Provii-»t<«hip ol'tlii^ College, but that hin ufcjer- 
tion to entering into Ilnly Order?* was a princi|iiil motive thst 
iiuluanl him to deeline tlur hoiuHxr. Mr. Edmund Waller was 
more tiian micT a candidate tor ihls of!ice. The King, Charles II. 
referred his petition to the Council, *< Wlio, after hearing the 
«* que^tion argued liy lauyer'« tor three cUys deteraiincf] thai d» 
'• olTiee rould l>e he) I only hy a clergyman, accurding to the act 
*' of uniformity ; mmix* the rru\ o=.tf lud always rereivcti intliio- 
«' tion, as for n pir-ona^ie. fnini the Ui»|.o|i of Lincoln.* Stt 
Dr. JiAnmms 91'urlM, n4. IX. p. J."*/;. 
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church-service, an old friend, a person of quality, 
met him so attired, and joyed him of his new 
habit : To whom Sir Henry Wotton replied, " I 
thank God and the King by whose goodness I 
now am in this condition ; — a condition which 
that Emperor Charles V. seemed to approve ; 
« who after so many remarkable victixies, when 
his glory was greet in the eyes of all mOT, freely 
gave up his crown, and the many cares that 
« attended it, to Philip his scm, making a holy 
** retreat to a doisteral life, where he might by de- 
** vout meditations consult with God," — ^which the 
rich or busy men seldom do, — '' and have leisure 
^' both to examine the errors of his life past, and 
'' prepare for that great day wherein all flesh must 
** make an account of their actions. And after a 
'' kind of tempestuous life I now have the like 
** advantage from him, ' that makes the autgoifigs 
** ^ the morning to praise him ;' even fix)m my 
** God, whom I daily magnify for this particular 
•* mercy of an exemption from business, a quiet 
** mind and a liberal maintenance, even in this 
" part of my life, when my age and infirmities 
** seem to sound me a retreat from the pleasures of 
" this world, and invite me to contemplation, in 
** which I have ever taken the greatest felidly,** 

And now to speak a little of the employment 
of his time in the College. After his customary 
public devotions, his use was to retire into his 
study, and there to spend some hours in reading 
tlic bible and authors in divinity, dosing up his 
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meditations with private prayer. This was. for 
the most part, his employment in the foienooa 
But when he was once sat to dinner, then nothing 
but cheerful tlioughts possessed his mind, and 
those still increased by constant company at his 
table of such persons as brought thither additions 
both of learning and pleasure ; but some part of 
most days was usually spent in pliilosophical oon- 
clusicHis. Nor did he forget his innate pleasure of 
angling '°, which he would usually call ^ His idle 
'' time not idly spent T saying often, ** He would 
<' ratlier live iive May mouths than forty Deoem* 
" hers." 

He was a great lover of his neighbours, and a 
bountiful entertainer of them very often at his 
table; where his meat was choice, and his dis> 
course better. 

He was a constant cherisher of all those youths 
in that school, in whom he found either a constant 
diligence or a genius that prompted them to kam- 
ing. For whose encouragement he was (besides 
many other things of necessity and beauty) at the 



^ Angling was the favourite divertion of >fr. Imbc WkltoBb 
who, from his frU])erior tkill in the art, was called " the FadMr 
of Anglen.* His treatise of " The Complete Angler/ will be 
always rtad with pleasure even by those who have no rrlidi Ar 
" the Ay and the cork." In his preface to this work he in fmia i 
us, " That Sir Henry Wotton had declared to him his intcnCiooB 
" of writing a Discourse of the Art, and in praise of Angling.* 
This he doubtless would have door, if death had not 

hlBL 
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diarge erf* setting up in it two rows of pillars, on 
which he caused to be dioicdy drawn the pictures 
of divers of the most famous Greek and Latin 
historians* poets, and orators: persuading them 
not to n^lect rhetoric, because ** Almighty God 
^ has left mankind a£Pections to be wrought upon.*" 
And he would often say, " That none despised 
** eloquence but such dull souls as were not capable 
**cf iV He would also often make choice of 
some observations out of those historians and 
poets ; and would never leave the school without 
dn^ping some choice Greek or Latin apophthegm 
or sentence that might be worthy of a room in the 
memory of a growing scholar ". 

He was pleased constantly to Inreed up one or 
more hopeful youths, which he picked out of the 
sdiool and took into his own domestic care, and 
to attend him at his meals; out of whose dis- 
course and behaviour he gathered observations for 
the better completing of his intended work of 



■ His singular attention to the education of the young nobility 
and gentry, who were sent to Eaton, tended much to recommend 
^Hd school. Mr. Boyle, who wrote the history of the earlier 
period of his own life, under the fictitious name of '' Philaretus,* 
tells US, that he and his elder brother were sent *' To be bred up 
"it Eaton college near Windsor, whose Provost at that time 
«' was Sir Henry Wotton, a person that was not only a fine gen* 
" tleman himself, but very well skilled in the art of making 
others so ; betwixt whom and the Earl of Corke, an ancient 
friendship had been constantly cultivated by reciprocal dvili- 

" lies." 

(Bircks Lift of the Honourable Robert Boyk, Esq. p. 23. J 



It 
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education : of which, by his still striving to make 
the whole better, lie lived to leave but part to 
l)osterity ". 

He was a fjrreat enemy to wrangling diRputes of 
religion >' : concerning wliich I shall say a little, 
both to testify that, and to show the readiness of 
his wit. 

Having at his being in Rome made acquaintance 
with a pleasant priest, who invited him one even- 
ing to hear their ves))er-miisic at church : The 
priest seeing Sir Henry stand obscurely in a cor- 
ner, sends to him by a boy of the dioir this 
question, written in a small piece of paper, •* Where 
«< was your religion to be found before leather ?" 
To which question Sir Henry presently under- 
vrrit, ** My religion was to be found then, where 
'* yours is not to be found now, in the writtoi 
" word of God ^" 



* A nmaW frngment of tliis work, under the title of " A FIi3d» 
!iophical Suney of Education of Moral Architecture," U dtiDt 
in the Reliquia* Wottonianir. 

f The propoMtion initcrilied on hi^ monument, " Duputandi 
" pruritus eccleniarum ncabics," w too strongly verified in the 
annals of history. 

^ When this question was proposeil to the learned Mr. Jowph 
Nfede, lir answered with his usual f«fstivity by anocher qaeadoB, 
" Where wa<i the fine flmir when the wheat went to the mill f 
And Kotnetiine^ thu!«, *' Where was the meal before the eom was 
" frround ?" Src Dr, Clrrk't Sermons, roL ill. p. S2S. 

Bihhup Be(U*I wrote a very long treatise on these two qiiestioni 
^'* Where was the reformed church before Luther's time ^* mi 

" U1ut was the fate of those who died in the boton of the 

fi 
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The next vesper, Sir Henry went purposely to 
the same churchy and sent one of the choir-boys 
with this question to his honest pleasant friend the 
priest : '' Do you beUeve all those many thousands 
of poor Christians were damned that were ex- 
communicated because the Pope and the Duke 
of Venice could not agree about their temporal 
power ? even those poor Christians that knew 
not why they quarrelled? Speak your con- 
sci^ice.'* To which he underwrit in French, 
•* Monsieur, excusez-moi."* 

To one that asked him, " Whetlier a Papist 
•* may be saved ?" he repUed, " You may be saved 
•* without knowing that : — Look to yourself." 

To another whose earnestness exceeded his know- 
ledge, and was still railing against the Papists, he 
gave this advice ; ** Pray, Sir, forbear, till you 
** have studied the points better : for the wise 
** Italians have this proverb ', He that understands 
^ amiss concludes worse. And take heed of think- 
*« ing. The farther you go from the Church of 
•* Rome, the nearer you are to Gk)d.** 

And to another that spake indiscreet and bitter 
words against Arminius, I heard him reply to this 
purpose: 

** In my travel towards Venice, as I passed 



«'dkiurch before the refomuitioo?'' Archbishop Usher often urged 
him to pobluh this work, whidi was lost in that scene of oon« 
liuian which attended the Irish rebdlion. 

r <« CU mal intende, peggio dedde.* 
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" tlirougli Germany, I nested almost a year at 
" Loyden, where I entered into an acquaintano^ 
*• with Arminius •, then Profesnor of Divinity In 
that l^'niversity ; a man nuieh talked of in this 
age, which is made u]> of opiiosition and con- 
troversy. And indeed, if I mistake not Arminius 
'' in his expressions (as so westk a brain m mine is 
** may easily do), then I know I differ from him in 
some points : Yet I profess my judgment of him 
to be, that he was a man of most rare leamingt 
'' and I knew him to be of a most strict life, and 
** of a most meek spirit. And that he was so mild 
'' appears by his proposals to our M&stcr Perkins' 



4« 



* How different is the language ot* King James, who hwlaia 
net to proiioiini*e AmiiiiiuK " A betlitious and heretical preadMrr 
" an infector of Leydeii with heresy, and an enemy of God." 
The condemnation of Arminiaiiism at the Synod uf Dort« b 
principally to be attributed to Janics, whilst with an incoiMi- 
tency, which it will U* difficult to defeml, he prataeicd titf 
Arminiiui |nrty in his own kingdom. Of Anniniu9 and hii 
opiniimK, see " Brandt's History of the Ucformation abridgid,'' 
p. t>f)7. 

I low much the Arminians were favoured, appears Irom ^ 
following iiicith'nt. Mr. Morlry, atlterward ISisliop of Winchcsltf, 
rein.irkniilc for his fict'timisncsi and jocuLir !«aying«, being askfd 
by .'( ;i:r.tve country i;cntlcinan, whowa«* d4*^irouH to be in stiu rt a d 
whjit their teni't> and opinion^ mere, " Wlut the AftBiniaiif 
hrldr" pliNisuiitly aiisWLTid, " That they held all the bcsl 
*' HiNlifiprics suul IK'aiicrii-^ in r.n>;Iand:" Which was quickly 
rt'itortetl alimad, n.-* Nfr. M or ley's definition of the Annmian 
teiietii. (tAfv uf f'.tfnanl Karl «/' Vlamnhm, Oxfutii, p, 2fi.J 

« Mr. Wii.i.iAM l*i:itKi\», of Christ College in the L'niverMty 
of Cambridge, wlien- lit* died in lti04. He was uiiiialrr of 
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of Cmmbridge, from whose book, * Of the Order 
mnd Causes of Salvaticm' (which was fii^ written 
in Latin), Arminius took the occasion of writing 
•ome queries to him concerning the oonsequoooes 



of his doctrine; intending them, it is said, to 
oome privately to Mr. Perkins' own hands ; and to 
receive from him a like private and a like loving 
answer. But Mr. Perkins died before those 



Amirew's parish, in Cambridge, and had ths character of a 
med, pious, and labonons prtacher. " Hb life^" aaji Fuller, 
mm ao {Houa, ao spotleas, that malice was afraid to bite at hia 
vedity into which she knew her teeth could not enter." Dr. 
dbard Montague, his fellow coll^;ian, and aflerwards Bishop of 
indieilflr, preached his f\ineral sermon, taking for his text, 
Matm my strtanl is dead." It was the wish of Arddnshop 
hmt, ihaX he might die like Mr. Perkins, who expired crying 
' mercy and forgive less. His works, which were dispersed 
nough Great Britain, France, Germany, the Low Countries, 
d Spain, many of them being translated into the French, 
stnafi, and Italian tongues, are declared to be equal in point of 
iguage, to those of the best authors. His humility, as a 
eacher, was eminent, in condescending to the capacity of his 
sanest auditors. His church at Cambridge was frequented by 
t inhabitxmts of the town as well as tlie members of the 
liversity ; and " The scholar could hear no leameder, or tlic 
townsman plainer sermon.'* See a Portrait of this good man 
Fuller't Abel Rednivus, p. 431. 

" That worthy pair of our Lite dinncs, Greenliam and Perkins; 
Rrhereof the one excelled in experimental divinity, and knew 
well how to stay a weak conscience, how to raise a fkBcii) how 
to strike a remorseless ; the other in a distinct judgment, and 
I mre dexterity in clearing the obscure subtilities of the school, 
md easy explication of the most perplexed ditcottrset." (Biskop 
tdtt Firtt Dtctti o/£pistki. £p. 7. J 
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'' queries came to liinu and it is tliought Arminiuii 
*' meant them to die with him. For though hr 
" lived long ut%er, I have hesird lie forbore to pub-- 
*- lish them^but since his deatli his sons did not. 
'* And it is a pity, if Ciod had lieen so pkaaeA^ 
'' that Mr. Perkins did not live to see* consider, 
'^ answer tliose ])ro])osals liimsi>lf ; for he was 
'' of a mast mec*k spirit, and of great 
'' sanctified learning. And though since the&J 
'^ deaths, many of high parts and piety ha^*« 
" undertaken to clear the controversy ; yet la* 
'' the most part they liave rather satisfied tbenci- 
'' selves* than convinced the dissenting purtjr. 
** And, doubtless, many middle- witted men, wlucb 
*^ yet may mean well, many scholars that are not 
'' in the highest form for learning, which yet may 
'' l)reach well, men that are but preachers, and 
'' shall never know, until they come to heaTcn, 
'' where the questions stick betwixt Arminius ml 
"' the Churt*h of England (if there be any), will yit 
'' in this world be tam]>ering with, and therebj 
•• perjJexing the controversy, and do theiefim 
'' justly fall under the re])roof of St. Jude ', ibr 
*' being busy-lNxlies, and for meddling with tlungl 
" tliev understand not \" 



• Hather, St. Pi-ii-r. 1 I\i. iv. l."i, and 2 Pci. ii. li. 

* In Kn;rl;.||() Amiiiiianism wm hctetile to ci^il IJbartfp 
Calvin lain favourable to it. It hju been already fienuilLcd 
Jaine^. Iiowevc-r In* prrtrnded tu |iruroote the ooudciwiWtiBO rf 









henoud ■liir i r"r:uit ii ?ir 1:^: :^- - i4ii#^: ^ 
ft> EjKaiil. mil -TiTiitfar^ itiui mrr s^sitf 

;t"iliTl:»lJ> Ti VMi Til it -OLUiUr*' 

truth." 1; S(fe:r:? k >3Ge jur\% \» ^ 

Sir Hcfiri \Vccz-:ii. • yvtt kiaki ik^st it^ 

if vou ^aa «^er 9if diLie\i ^^ ^ax 
ount ; and it wiQ jim> put y^^iflr ^Tersisies^ 
ID will still huut cuunler, &> m ki» in all *' 
and iiuderiakuig» '.^ 



^m. 4l 
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■Mind hk doctriiief at dfee Sraod of DiorL coDMt^fed dir 
IMB0 at hooie. He pnmotcd Laud, Hcwftaa^ Corbr^ jikI 
i^io were all zcakiui .\Tnunian». Tber^ » rvano to j»up> 
In! they abetted hU arbitraiy iiiea$unK» and b}' that owiaii^ 
mended themselves. 

he Puritansi, who will allow no frre-wiU at all« but God 
I all, yet will allow the subject his liberty to do oriiot to do, 
vithfianding the King, tlie ixod upon earth. The Anninian>, 
(hold we have free-will, yet say, when we come to the 
g, there must be all obedience, and no libav^ ^"iP^ lUlod 
' CScldent Table Talk, under the Ariieh 



then Sir Henry VVotton givei this 
, he seems really to luve litld 
nction of an ambasiador, wl 
ated de/uiitioQ. 

>L. I. 
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Many more of tliiK nature might be observcdTr 
but they must Ix* laid aside ; for I ftliall here make 
a little stop, and invite the reader to look back 
with me whilst, according to my promise, I shall 
say a Kttle of Sir AIbi*rtus Morton^ and Mr.. 
William Itedel, wiiom I f(»rmerly mentioned. 

I have told you that are my reader, that at Sir 
Henry Wotton*s first goin^^ ambassador into Italy, 
hiscoushi, Sir Allx^rtus Morton, went his secreCary : 
And I am next to tell vou that Sir AlberCus died 
Secretary of State to our late King ; but 
am not able to express the sorrow that 
Sir Henry Wotton at his first hearing the 
that Sir All)ertus was by deatli lost to him 
this world. And yet the reader may partly 
by these following expressions: The fint m i 




' *' He died in the vernality of his eraploynunts Mil 
** under the bewt king and master in the worid." r"f 
n^ottm. p. 477 J 

Sir Henry Wotton 'a epigram on the death of Sir 
Morton's wife w well known. 

'* He first decMued : She fur a little tried 
" To live without him : Lk'd it not, aiid died 

Albertus Morton w.im elected scholar of Kiag^s 
Cambridge, in l€o^. He went to Venice as Sec retary to 
uncle Sir Henry Wotton, and was af\erwanl agent fat 
James at the court of Savoy, uiid with the IVinoes of the Ubhb 
in (icrmany, S'cretiry to the Queen of Bohemia m I616, ooe of 
the drrks of tlir ( ouncih and knighted in SepL l6l7, and A 
loiit Secretar}' of State, in which |K>8t he died in Norcnbcr^ ifiUL 
fl}r. Binks Li/'e of' Ilenrif Prince of /IVi/ci.> 
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letter to his Nicholas Pey, of which tliis that 
followeth is a part : 

^* Aiid, my dear Nick» when I had been 
•* here almost a fortnight, in the midst of my great 
" contentment, I received notice of Sir AIl>ertu8 
** Morton's d^Murturc out of this world* who was 
•* dearer to me than miiie own being in it Wliat 
** a wound it is to my heart, you that knew him 
" and know me, will easily believe : But our 
" Creator's will be done aiul utirepixungly rooeived 
'< by his own creatures, who is the Ijord of all 
•^ nature and of all fortune, when he taketh to 
** himself now one and then another, till that ex- 
** pected day wherein it shall please him to dissolve 
*' the whole and wrap up even tihe heavien itself 
^ as a scroll ' of parchment. This is the last 
" philosophy that we must study upon earth. 
" Let us, therefore, that yet remain here, as our 
** days and friends waste, reinforce our love to 
" each other ; which of all virtues, both spiritual 
*' and moral, hath the highest privilege, becaii^e 
^ death itself cannot end it ^. And my good 
*• Nick," &c. 

This is a part of his sorrow thus expressed to 
his Nick Pey : The other part is in this following 
degy, of which the reader may safely conclude it 
too hearty to be dissembled. 



* Ittuh, uxiv. 4. 

^ These are noble and exalted MOtimeiiU, lucb aa Ckrittijiiiity 
alone inculcates. 

Kit 
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TEARS 

WEPT ATTHS ORAVB OP SIR ALB BRTUt MORTON, IT HBNRV WOTTOT. 

SiLKNCE, in truth, would ftpcak my sorrow best. 
For deeped wounds can least their feelings tell ' : 

Yet let me borrow from mine own unrest 
A time to bid him, whom I lov'd, farewell. 



Oh, my unhapfiy lines L you that before 

Have serv'd my youth to vent some wanton crietf. 

And now, congeal'd with grief, can scarce implore 
Strcngtli to accent—" Here my Albertus lie« !** 

This is that sable stone, this is the cave 
And womb of earth that doth his coq>s cmbnoe : 

While others sing his praise, let me engrave 
These bleeding numbers to adem the place; 

Here will I paint the characters of wo; 

Here will I pay my tribute to the dead; 
And here my faithful tsars in showers shall flow. 

To humanixe the flints on which I tmd'. 



^ Agreeable to that more andcnt obeen-ation, ** Cura Iocs kiquunliir, ii 
•• ittipenL** fScntca.) 

** The i;ricf that does not iK|ic«k 

Whiffpcn the o*er-fniiif;ht heart, and bidj it break.** 

(ShaktfmftTi JMbcML; 

^ Thia curioua line rcmindft ufe of part of an estravagani dqy lo thai 
of a pleasant poet of the laM century, Cokmvl Lm-dace* in whkh Iks 
E. Rcrett, m} % 

•* Why UioukI ■omc rude band car\-e thy lacnd iloac, 

** And there inriw a cheap inacriptiun. 

** When «« can aliml the tribute of uur lean 

•• So long, till the relenting marfab wean * 
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Where, though I mourn n\j matchlets loss alooe. 
And none between my weakness Judge and me ; 

Yet even these pensive walls allow my moan. 
Whose doleful edioes to my plaints agree *. 

-But is he gone ? and live I rhyming here 
As if some muse would listen to my lay ? 

When all distun'd sit waiting for their dear. 

And bathe the banks where he was wont to play. 

Dwell then in endless bliss with happy soals, 

Dischar'd firom Nature's and from Fortmie't trusti 

Whilst on this fluid globe my hour-glass roUi^ 
And runs the rest of my remaining dust f. 

This concerning Sir Albertus Morton. 

And for what I shall say concerning Mr. William 
SedeL I must prepare the reader by telling him, 
lat when King James sent Sir Henry Wotton 
mfaassador to the State of Venice, he sent also 



^ Whkh than such ordo* in their cadence keep, 

** That they a native epitaph ihall weep ; 

** Until each letter ipclt dittinctly UeSt 

** Cut by the mystic droppings of our eyes.'** 

« Thai in the beautiful •« Lyddas** of MOton...^. 

** Now thou art gone, and never must return: 
•• Thee, shepherd, thee the woods and desert cavct. 
<* With wild thyme and the gadding vine overgrown, 
** And all their echoes mourn.** 

'▲a ingemcNis flaadcrn critic has justly remariwd, tit " the poa t icid eom- 
positioM of Sir Henry Wotton, when o oosi d a w d in thefar propw Ughtt namely 
iithesfllHfansof ooe wiiomtrety Kribbiadtorhii a mBa tmwl» wflibalbimd 
dsscrrti^or praise.*' 

RS 
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an ambassador' to the King of Fmnoe, and another 
to the King of Spain. With tlic ambassador of 
France went Jcseph Ilall, hite Bishop of Nonn'idi, 
whose many and usiTuI works speak his great 
merit ; witii the amlmssjulor of Spain went Janies 
Wadsworth ; and with Sir Henry WottcMi went 
William IJedcI. 

These tiiree chaplains to th(*se three ambassadors 
were all bred in one University, all of one College 
(Emanuel College in Cambridge), all beneficed in 
one dif)cese. and all most dear and entire firiend^. 
Kut in Spain Mr. A\^u1sworth^ met with tempta- 
tions, or reasons, such iis were so powerful as to 
persuade him (who of the three >vas formerly ob- 



» James Hav, Vitcount Dcmcaster. 

>> Mr. James WADnEswoRTii, who died m Pcniiancr of the 
Holy Inr)iii>ition in Snific, wus educated at EwtatuuiCtJBagtm 
Camhriilgr, l>ein^ a fellow-itndent and m chamber-leUov with 
Mr. Bvdel. They were also beneficed in the same diooe 
they 1>oth lefl England at the t»anie time, ^licn Sir 
Comwallis, Treasurer to Ilenrtf Prince of /f Vi/r«, went 
to Spain, he t^xik iftith him Mr. H'addesitorlk mi^hm 
who was prevaile<1 on to change liis religion, and cntirclj It 
abandon hisi native countr}'. and was alU-rwanl appoiotid It 
teach the Infanta the tln^lnh toiif^ue. when tlip match 
Prince Charles and her was Ix'tieved to In* conchided. ** It 
" pear*," says Bishop Burnet, *♦ af^ if in the*e two, Mr. 
" Mr. IVaddesnvrth, \\\W€ Mord^ of our Saviour had bccaliW 
" vcrifii'tl — * Thvrv >hall ftr luu in iwe bed, ike vme skaU ke 
'• ahd the other hit: Par as tile one of the.>«r wh 
" forwke his rrligicm, the other was wry near the 
'* instnimriit of « ;7rcat and happy vhHi*«^ ■*• tiu^ 
" N'onici'.' 
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to be the most averse to that religion that 
caDs itself Catholic) to disclaim himself a member 
of the church of England, awd declare himself 
for the church of Rome ; discharging himself of 
his attendance on the Ambassador, and betaking 
himself to a monastic life, in which he lived very 
regularly, and so died. 

When Dr. Hall, the late Bishop of Norwich, 
enme into England, he wrote to Mr. Wadswcwrth 
0t is the first epistle in his printed decades), to 
penuade his return, or to show the reasrni of his 
i^ostmcy. The letter seemed to have in it many 
sweet expressions of love ; and yet there was in 
it some expression, that was so unpleasant to 
Mr. Wadsworth, that he rather chose to acquaint 
his old friend Mr. Bedel with his motives; by 
whidi means there passed betwixt Mr. Bedel and 
Mr. Wadsworth divers letters, which be extant 
in ptint, and did well deserve it : For in them 
AeK seems to be a controversy, not of religion 
only, but who should answer each other with most 
lore and meekness. Which I mention the rather» 
because it too seldom falls out to be so in a 
book war*. 



*The ooUection of these letters forms a very vduable mj^ 
pendix to Bishop Bomet's Life of Bishop BedeL Thxm which 
pttsied between Mr. Bedel and Mr. Waddesworth, on the oon- 
▼cruon of the latter to Popery, discover duit mildness and 
benignity of temper on tlie part of the former, whidi should 
be preserved in all oontroversies. On the contrary, the acrimony 
and harshness of Mr. Joseph Hall, writing on the same subject, 
are truly reprehensible. 

R4 
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There is yet a little more to be said of Mr. 
Beilel ; for the greatest part of which the reader 
is referred to tins followhiij: letter of Sir Henn' 
U'otton's, written to our lute King Charles I. 

''M\V IT IM.i:\bF. \01:R most OIIACIOL'S MAJESTY, 

'' Having bcvn informed that certain ])enoiu 
" have, hy the g(X>d wishes of the Arclibiihi)p 
" of jVnnatrh, lK*en directed hither with a most 
" Innnble ])etition unto your Majesty, that you 
'' will be plesised to make Mr. William Bedd. 
*' now resident u]>on a small Ix^nefiec in Siilialk'. 
" (Governor of your College at Dublin, for the 
'good of that society: And myself being re- 
'' quired to render unto your Majesty some X» 
'' mony of the said AVilliam Bedel, who was long 
*' my chaplain at A'enice in the time of my fii^t 
" employment there, I am lK)und in all oonscieixar 
'* and truth (so far as your Majesty will vouchsale 
'^ to ac(*ept my jx^ir judgment) to atlinn of him. 
*' that I think hardly a titter man for that charge 
" could have been propounded unto your Majesty 
'' in your whole kingilom for singular erudition 
*' and piety, conlormity to the rites of the church, 
*• and zeal to advance the uuisc of God ; wherein 
" his travels abroad were not obscure in the time 
" of the exconununication of the Venetians. 

*' For it may please your Majesty to know, that 



^ Mr. Rr.DEL \uu\ U.i'n prcMrntcd l>}' Sir ThouiM Jmnjn to a 
redory in Suffolk. 
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** this is the man whom Padre Pkulo took, I may 
"«ay, into hi« very soul; with whom he did 
"* ocMiimunicate the inwardest thoughts of his heart; 
^ from whom he professed to have received more 
*" knowledge in all divinity, both scholastical and 
"* positive, than from any that he had ever prac- 
"* tised in his days : of which all the passages were 
« wdi known to the King your father, of most 
*• blessed memory. And so, with your Majesty's 
^ good favour, I will end this needless office ; for 
the g^ieral fame of his learning, his life and 
Christian temper, and those religious labours 
^ which himself hath dedicated to your Majesty, 

• 

*^ do better describe him than I am able. 

** Your Majesty's most humble 
** And faithful servant, 

« H. WOTTON.'* 

To this letter I shall add this, that he was, to 
the great joy of Sir Henry Wotton, made Governor 
of the said College (August 1627) ; and that after 
a fiur discharge of his duty and trust there, he 
was thence removed to be Bishop of Kalmore 
(September 3, 1629). In both wliich places his 
life was so holy, as seemed to equal the primitive 
Christians. For as they, so he kept all the Ember 
weeks, observed (besides his private devotions) the 
canonical hours of prayer very strictly, and so he 
did all the feasts and fast-days of his mother, the 
Church of England. To which I may add, that 
bis patience and charity were both such as showed 
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his affections were set upon ** things that are 
above f for indeed his whole life bnnight forth the 
'' fruits of tlie Spirit ;'* there being in him tudi 
a remarkable meekness that, as St. Paul advised his 
Timothy in the election of a bishop, 1 Tim. iii. 7. 
'* Tiiat he have a good report of those that be 
without r M> luid he : For those that were without, 
even those that in point of religion were of the 
lloman persuasion (of which there were very many 
in his diocese), did yet (such is the power of visible 
piety) ever l(X)k upon him with respect and re- 
verence, and testified it by a concealing and safe 
protecting him from death in the late horrid re- 
bellion in Ireland, when the fury of the wild 
Irish knew no distinction of persons: and yet 
there and then lie was protected and cherished 
by those of a contrary persuasion ; and there and 
then he died, not by violence or misusage, but by 
grief in a quiet prison' (1629.) And with him 
was lost many of his learned writings, which wen 
thought worthy of presentation ; and among the 
rest was lost the Bible, which by many jrears* 
labour, and conference, and study, he had trans- 
lated into the Irish tongue*", with an intent to hart 
it printed for public use. 



1 « 



BttfiMt't Life of Bedel/' p. ISO, 209. 



*" This zealous prelate, desirous Uiat the free lue of ifct 
Scriptures should cllshemiiuite m knowledge of the true rdisioB 
smong the Iriiih, selected one Kimg, • c onvert from fisferf» 
who WM supposed to be the most el^mt writer of hi* 
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More might be said of Mr. BedeU who, I t(M 
the reader, was Sir Henry Wottcm's first chaplain, 
md much of his second cli^lain Isaac Bargrave", 
Doctor in Divinity, and tlie late learned and 
hospitable Dean of Canterbury; as also of the 
ments g£ many others that had tlie happiness to 
attend Sir Henry in his foreign employments: 
But the reader may think that in tliis digression 
I have already carried him too far from Eaton 
ocrflcge; and therefore I shall lead him back as 
fgeatiLy and as ord^ly as I may to that plaoe, 
Sx a further conference concerning Sir Henry 
Wotton. 

Sir Henry Wotton liad proposed to himsd£ 
before he entered into his collegiate life, to write 
tke fife of Martin Luther % and in it the history 



Inigsj^ then alive, whether in prose or verve. Though he 
was much advanced in years, the Bishop thought him not 
onlj capable of undertaking an Irish version cf the Bible, but 
qiH^ified for a higher character : He ordained him, gave hira a 
fc—ifli!! in his own dioeese. Aid employed him in diia vmM 
woiky directing him to found his version on the EngMah 
tnnshition. The good Bishop revised the whole: And it was 
hu usual custom af\er dinner and supper to read over a chapter, 
and to compare it with the original Hebrew, the LXXII, 
and Diodati's Italian version. See Burnet's '' Life of Bishop 
Bedel," p. 118, 11 9. 

" Of this excellent divme, and the orael trcatiaent he and 
hia family received from Colonel Sandys, see Mr. Todd's 
" Deam of Canterbury," p. 100. 

• A life of this reformer, written with candoor and hnpar- 
tiality, has long been a desideratum in the repuUHc of iMora. 

That 
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of the Reformation as it was carried on in Ger- 
many. For the doing of which he had many 
advantages by his several emlwssies into thow 
parts, and his interest in the several Princes of 
tlie Empire : 1)y whose moans he had aooess to the 
rei-ords of all the Hans towns, and the knowledge 
of many secret passages that fell not under ooro- 
mon view; and in these he had made a h*ppy 
progress, as is well known to his worthy friend 
Dr. Duppa, the late lleverend Bishop of Saliabuiy. 
But in the midst of this design, his late Majeity, 
King Charles I. that knew the value of Sir Henry 
Wotton's pen, did, by a persuasive loving violence^ 
to which may be added a promise of five hundred 
pounds a year, force him to lay Luther aside^ Mid 
betake himself to write the history of England : 
In whicli he proceeded to mrite some short cfaarae- 
ters of a few Kings, as a foundation upon which lit 
meant to build; but for the present meant to 
be more large in the stor}' of Henry VI. the 
founder of that College, in which he then mjoyed 
all the worldly happiness of his present being. 
But Sir Hcnr}' died in the midst of this under- 
taking; and the footsteps of his labours 



That which is extant in the English knguag^i entitled " ITm 
Life and Death of Dr. Martin Luther, the Pase^et 
liave bin Uken out of his owne and other godly and 
learned Men's Writings who lived in hit time, I Tkut. v. 19, 1 J,* 
was printed in 1641, and is a mere literal trandalioii 
Mekhior Adam. 
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not recoverable by a more than common dili- 
gence ^ 

This is some account both o£ his inclinaticxi, and 
the emplojrment both of his time in the College, 
where he seemed to have his youth renewed by a 
continual conversation with that learned society, and 
a daily recourse of other friends of choicest breed*- 
ing and parts ; by which that great blessing of a 
dieerful heart was still mainitained: He bdng 
always free, even to the last of his days, from that 
peevishness which usually attends age. 

And yet his mirth was sometimes damped by 
the remembrance of divers old debts % partly con- 



9 Of diif hutoriod work • very muU fVagincnt is extant, 
writtm in the Latin language, with great elegance, and entitled 
*^ Hcnrid VI. Anglis et' Galliarum Regis, Hibemise Domini, 
Etopffyf** ad Tamesin Collegii Conditoris vita et exoessus." 

«* The grant of a pension of 500/. a year, for his lift, was 
** aoade to Sir Henry Wotton, Provost of £aton> and Gentlemen 
" of the King's Privy Chamber. It is dated at Westminster, 
" Feh. IC, 16S0." 

He had a pension of 200/. settled on him in the third year of 
thb reign, which was now augmented to 500iL to enable him to 
Cfflnpn<M» the Ancient History of England, and to bestow 100/. 
on the amanuenses and deiiu necessary to be txapioytd in that 
woriL f iicto /Sigta, p. B15.J 

^** Sir Henry Wotton is at this time under arrest fiir three 
"^ hundred pounds, upon execution, and lies by it He was 
tf taken ooming ftom the Lord Treasurer's, soUdting a debt of 
" fiiur thousand pounds, due to him ftom the King." (Mr, 
Carrard to the Lord Deptify. StraffMti LdUrr, VoL L p. 598.^ 
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tracted in his foreif^i einpIo\niicnt.s ; for which his 
just arrears clue from the King would hai^e made 
satisfaction. But l)eing f;till deLiyed with coartr 
promiseft, and finding; some decays of health, he 
did, about two years before his death, out of a 
Christian desire, that none sliould be a h>ser by 
him, make his Ust AVill. Conwming wliich, a 
doubt still remains, namelv, whetlier it diacorered 
more holy wit, or amscionable policy ? But thcfe 
is no doubt, but that his chief design was a 
Ciiristian endeavour that his debts might he 
satisfied. 

And that it may remain as sudi a testimony, 
and a legacy to those that loved him, I shaU here 
impart it to the reader, as it was fmmd w r ilten 
with liis own hand. 

IX the nmne of Gad aimiffhty and nUmerei/ul^ 
I Mmrf/ fVottofty Pnnxyst of his MnfCffty's CoUegt 
bif Eaton, being mindful of nmic oum mortality^ 
iL'hieh the sin of our first parents did bring yptm 
(dl Jlesh, do by this last Will ami Testament^ tkui 
dispose of myself and the fMx>r thi^iffs 1 9haU leave 
in this xcarld, Mff mml I bequeath to the immorkd 
God mfi Maker, Father of our Lord Jesus Chrul, 
my blessed Redeemer and Mediator, through Air 
all'soie sufficient satisfaction for the sin4 ^ Ihe 
xchole tcorld, and efficient for his Hrct^ in the inhii- 
ber of rchom I am one by his mere grace^ and 
thereof most unremoveably assured by his holy 



SIB HSN&T WOTTON. 271 

Sjmit^ the true Eternal Omfbrter. My body I 
bequeath to the earthy if I shall end my tranmtary 
days at, or near Eaton, to be buried in the Chapel 
of the said College, as the Fellows shall dispose 
thereof, with whom I have lived, my God knows, 
in all loving affection ; or, if I shall die near 
Bocton Malherb, in the county of Kent, then I 
wish to be laid iii that Parish^Church, as near as 
may be to the Sepulchre of my good Father, ear- 
pectrng a joyful resurrection with him in the day 
of Christ. 

After this account of his faith, and this surrender 
df his soul to that God that inspired it, and this 
diredion for the disposal of his body, he proceeded 
to appoint, that his executors should lay over his 
grave a marble stone, plain, and not costly. And 
considering that time moulders even marble to 
dust; for 



" lldounnnts tbtmselvcs mugt die^" 

Tlierefore did he (waving the common way) think 
fit rather to preserve his name (to which the son 
of Sirac adviseth all men) by a useful apophthegm, 
than by a large enumeration of his descent or 
merits, of both which he might justly have boasted; 
but be was content to forget them, and did choose 
only this prudent, pious sentence, to discover hb 



r u Quandoquideai data aunt ipsis quoque fiita s^pnlchris.'* 

JuvEN. Sat. X. 146. 



272 THE IJFE OP 

disposition and presence his memory.*— It 
directed by him to be thus inscribed : 



HIC JACKT lll'JLS SKXTKNTLC PRIMUS AUTHOR, 

niSPUTANDI PRURITUS ECCLCSIARUM SCABIES. 

Which may be Englished thus : 

HRRK UeS THF. FIRST AUTHOR Of THIS SBNTENCB, 

THE ITCH OF DISPUTATION WILL PROVE THE 

isilAh OF THE CHURCH. 

INqUIRK HIS NAMK RLSKWUERB. 

And if any shall object, as I think some bave^ 
that Sir Henry Wotton was not the first author 
t»f this sentence, but tliat tliis, or a sentence like 
it, was long before his time; to him I answer, 
tliat Solomon says, '' Nothing can be spokeOt that 
*' liath not been spoken : For there is no new 
thing under the sun/* But grant, that in his 
various readings, he Iiad met with this, or a like 
sentence, yet reason mixed with charity should 
persuade all readers to believe, that Sir Hcniy 
Wotton's mind was then so fixed on that part of 
the Communion of Saints which is above, that an 
holy lethargy did surprise his memory. For 
doubtless, if he had not believed himself to be 
the first author of what he said, he was too pru- 
dent first to own, and then expose it to the public 
view and censure of every critic. ^Vnd question- 
less it will be cliarity in all readers to Uiink his 
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mind was then so fixed on heaven, that a hoij 
zeal did transport him ; and that in this sacred 
ecstacy, his thoughts were then only of the chfurch 
triumphant,— 4nto which he daily expected his 
admission; and that Almighty God was thai 
pleased to make him a prophet, to tell the church 
militant, and particularly that part of it in this 
nation, where the weeds of controversy grow tp 
be daily both more numerous, and more destme- 
tive to humble piety ; and where men have coil: 
sciences that boggle at ceremomei^ and yet WBomjie 
not to speak and act such sins as the ancient; 
humble Christians believed to be a sin to think ; 
and where, as our reverend Hooker ' says, '' For- 
^ mtr Simplicity, and Softness of Spirit, is not 
^ now to be found* because. Zeal hath drowned 
"^ Charity, and Skill Meekness." It wiD be goo4 
to think that these sad changes have proved Uui 
qutiq^h to be a useful caution unto us of thif 



* Such ma* ike anckmi iimpliciUf mttd $qftneM9 cf spirk, wbuh 
ttWift*"*^ prevailed in the worldt tbat they, whose wonU were 
even se oracles amongst men^ seemed evennore loth to give scD- 
against any thing publicly received in the church of GoS, 
h were wonderfully apparently evil ; for that Uiey did 
not so mudi incline to that se v e rity, which delighteth to reprove 
the least things it seclh amiss, as to that diarity which is un- 
viUiBg to bdiold any thing, tiiat doty bindeth to reprove. The 
slaie of tUs present age, wkermn Zeml hoik dnmned CkMrkjf, tmd 
Slai Msefawsf , will not now sufler any man to msrvri, what- 
soever he dudl hear reproved, hy whomsoever. 

r Hooker's Eccles. Book IF. Sect. I J 

Vol. I. S 
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nation ; and the Bad effects thereof in Germany 
have proved it to be a mournful truth. 

This by way of observation ocHioeming his 
epitaph : The rest of his Will follows in his own 
words. 

Further f I the said Henry TFotton^ do cofutihUi 
and ordain to be joint executors of this my last 
Will and Testament^ my two grand-nephews^ 
Albert Morton^ second son to Sir Robert Mariom^ 
Knight^ late deceased^ and Thomas B a r g rm x^ 
eldest Son to Dr. Bargrave^ Dean of CanteHmrf, 
husband to my right virtuous and only niece. And 
I do pray the ajbresaid Dr. Bargrave^ and 
Mr. Nicholas Pey, my most faithful and choeen 
friends t together with Mr. John Harrisom*, cne 
of the Fellows of Eaton College^ best aequainiei 
with my books and pictures, and other utemiU, Is 
be supervisors of this my last Will and TettamenL 
And I do pray the ajbresaid Dr. Bargrave, and 
Mr. Nicholas Pey, to be solicitors Jbr such arrears 
ages as shall appear due unto me from his Mq/esiffs 
Exchequer at the time of my death ; and to astisi 
my Jbre-named executors in some reasonable and 




< Mr. J. Hakrisov was elected Fdlow of 
October 8S, 1636. He was probebly that karned 
divine^ whom Anthony Wood mentiona at the anihar sf *A 
Vindication of the Holy Scriptiucs, or the ManiftaMiaa d 
Jesus Chrift the true McMiah akeady come." '-"i^nr, I6HL 

rM.0x.9QLU.p,tgL) 
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conscientious satisfaction of my creditors^ and dis- 
charge of my Ixodes now specified ; or that shall 
he hereafter added unto this my Testament by any 
codicil or schedule^ or left in the hands or in any 
memorial with the aforesaid Mr. John Harrison. 

And first to my most dear Sovereign and Master ^ 
of incomparable goodness^ (in whose gracious opi- 
nion I have ever had some portion^ as far as the 
interest of a plain honest manj, I leave fimr 
pictures at large of those Dukes of Fenice, in 
whose time I was there employed^ with their names 
xoritten on the backside^ which hang in my great 
ordinary dining room^ done after the life by 
Edoardo Fialetto " : Likewise a table of the Vene- 
tian CoUege^ where ambassadors had their audience^ 
hanging over the mantle of the chimney in the said 
Toom^ done by the same hand, which containeth 
a draught in little, well resembling the famous 
D. Leonardo Donato, in a time which needed a wise 
and constant man. Item, The picture of a Duhe 



«« 



^ Thk artist is mentioned in a very scarce volimie, entitled, 
Zanctti della pittura Venesiana," as a painter and engraver, 
a native of Bdogna. '' Odoardo Fialetti Bolognese. Visse 
lango tempo e mori poi questo Httore in Venesia allevato nella 
** aenola dd Tintoietto ; e feoe stodii assai rq^ti nell' arte. In 
** genio SOD non fu tuttavia de piu vivad e (bcod." p. 509. 
Several of his pictures are in five of the dinrdies of Venice; and 
lie ia c el ebra te d for having engraved with great correctness two 
pictures of Tintoretto, now at Venice, intthe <' Scuoladi aBoeoo;" 
the ens reprawnting St Sebastian, the other the Marriage of 



S2 
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of Venice^ hanging over against the door^ done 
either by Titiatio \ or some oilier principal hand, 
long before viy time. Most humbly beseeching his 
Mqjesty^ tfiat the said pieces may remain in some 
corner of any of his /ioiises,for a poor memorial of 
his most humble vassal. 

Item, / leaw his said Mtyesty all the papers 
and ncgodations of Sir Nicholas Ttirogmarton^ 
Knight \ ilnring his fomons employment^ under 
Queen Elizabeth, in Scotland and in France; 
which contain divers secrets of state, that per- 
chance his Miyesty will think Jit to be preserved in 
his Paper-office, after they have been perused and 



* Of this celebrated jutut, the most univcml gcnim of aD At 
LomlMid school, tlie be^t colourist of all the modcnu* and the 
most eminent for histories, landflcapes, and portraiCiy He 
" Dryclen's Fresnoy's Art of Painting," p. 267.-^— Sir Hcwy 
Wotton, during his residence at Venice, purchased scranl vi0y 
valuable paintings for the Duke of Buckingham : Among 
was probably the " Ecce Monio" of Titian, which was 
valued at 5000 /. and bought by the Archduke Leopold, who 
added it to his own collection in the Castle of PtagncL Sir 
<i CabaU;* p. 398. 



f Sir Nicholas Throgmorton* wa4 eminent for 
state affi&irs, and ollen sent by Queen Elizabeth smliaiiadnr la 
foreign courts. Of him Sir Franciji Walsingbam, lamentilf the 
loss Kustained by his death, writes thus in a letter to Bobtft 
Dudley, Earl of Leicester. " Be it spoken without oAnoe d 
** any, for counwl in peace, and conduct in war, he hath nat lift 
** of like sufficiency hiii successor that I know o£* 

(Suppiemeni to CnUM$ Pterage, p. 90. Setmlm Kmm^* 

U Sfc. Fid. H. p. ^SO.J 



I 



TVpr ggyy a nwiwHiwf t^ «y Htfrnmi iy 5fr 
Artkmr nwt^workm kat mm\ tm mAmt wmHkf 
wKwtoTjf I csitMrf ndCCT mnhvjBfir sy jfiutk^ Cmv 

Item, / 2mv to ovr taml grmcimu mmi imtrnmu 
ifm^em Manf.IMotrmida^ wiA Atplmmtr niihiriiiii^ 
rokmrrd, ami tkt terl iwnmslaiiJ hg Mmttkmk* m 
At bat lamgmagc of TWnnt jf, vAokt har mid 
Mtgofty is UnraBff dcttemitd^ Jbr m poor kJbem igf 
fliy tkankfiil devotiom for the homomr jAr «m» omct 
fleued to do my private siudy xcM krr pmtnee. 
I kare to tht m€>tt hoprful Princty the pictmrr of 
Jtke dectfd and croTvntd Qutcn of Boktmia^ kis 
dmntj of dear and resplendent virtues tkromgk tke 



s Tuoii4S Lord Wotton, 5«n of Edward, the fint Loitl 
WcCtoD, and nephew to Sir Henry Wotton, Barrifcl Mary the 
jhughter and one of the coheirs of Sir Aithur Throgmorton, of 
PSndcr Perry, in Northamptoothire. 



* A physician of the l6th century, who puhlishei 
lies on Diosoorides, adorned with large wooden prints. Thia 
work was once held in high estimation. ^ I pray you, huy me 
" the commentaries of Matikiohu upon DiotcoMet, translated 
'' into French, and let it be bound with two or three sheets of 
" pqper before and in the end. That book was never wont to go 
*' from me, and now I cannot tell how it is stolen fVom me : be- 
" cauae it was noted with my observations and notes, I had 
" rather have lost a far better thing." 

JLetter ^Sir ThomoM Snath (o Sir Fnmcif WMtighami 
in Diggers compUtU Amkatmiar. 

S8 
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/rf.v of her fortune. To my Lorts Grace of 

nterbury^ note bcinjif^ I leave my picture of 

hine Love^ rarely copied Jrom. one in t/ie Kin^i 

lUerieSf of my presentation to his Majesty ; he- 

'cching him to 7'eeeive it as a pledge of my humble 

rverenee to his great icisdom. And to the masi 

tcorthy Lord Bishop of Ijondon\ Lord High 

Treasuirr of England^ in true admiration of his 

Christian simplicity and contempt of earthly pomp^ 

I leave a picture of HeracUtus bewailing^ and 

Democritus laughing at^ the world : Most humblff 

beseeching the said Lord Archbis/iop his Grace^ 

and the Lird Bishop of London^ of both tchose 

favours I have tasted in wy life-time^ to intercede 

with our most gmcious Stn^ereign after my deatk^ 

in the boxcels of Jesus Christy that out of coi»- 

jmssionate memory of my long services (wherein 

I more studied the public honour ^ than mine own 

utility J, some order nuiy be taken out of my arreare 

due in the lujrchequer^ for such satis/action ^ n^ 

creditors^ as those rchom I have ordained supers 

visors of this my last Will and Testament^ shall 

present unto their lA)rdships\ rvithout their farther 

trouble ; hoping Ukeieise in his Mqjestifs most 

indubitable goodness, that he icill keep mefr 



^ Arrhbi>]iop L\un. 



^ jL'Xf>\*, RiHli(i|i of Ix>ndon, waft imule Lord High T 
surer ot* England in \GS5, through the inter^ of 
Laud. 
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^U pr^judicCf which I may otherwise suffer by 
nny defect of JbrmaUty in the demand (f my 
said arrears. 

To ^Jbr a poor addition to his cabi- 

net^ I leave, as emblems of his attraetiw virtues 
amd obliging nobleness, my great Loadstone, and 
a piece of Amber of both kinds naturally united, 
and only differing in degree of concoction, which 
is thought somewhat rare. Item» A piece yrf 
Crystal Ser angular (as they grow aU) graspif^ 
divers several things within it, which I bought 
among the Mhaetion Alps, in the very place where 
it grew; recommending most humbly unto his 
Lordship, the reputation of my poor name in the 
point of my debts, as I have done to the fore* 
named Spiritual Lords, and am heartily ^sorry 
that I have no better token of my humble thank' 
Jidness to his honoured person. Itenit / leave 
to aS^ Francis Windebank, one of his Marty's 
pr in cipal Secretaries of State (whom I found my 
great friend in point of necessity) the Four 
Seasons of old Bassano ^ to hang near the eye 
in his parlour (being in little form), which I 
bought at Venice, where I first entered into his 
most worthy acquaintance. 



' GiACOMo DA PoNTB DA Bassano, SO oSkA froBH the piloe 
of hit birth in the Merca TieviBaiui, in 1510, was « edefaivled 
ertiily who ezodfed in rural scenery and animale.^ He died 
at the age of 82, leaving four woom, two of whom were die- 
tiiigiiiAed paintera. 

(Diyda^'i Fnmo^s Jri of PMmtmg, p. ftSO.) 

84 
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To the above-named Dr. BargravCf Dean of 
Canterbury^ I leave all my Italian books not 
disposed in this WilL I leave to him likewise, 
my Vhl de Gamba^ which hath been twice witk 
me in Italy ; in which country I first contracted 
with him an unremovable afi'ection. To my other 
Supervisor. Mr. Nicholas Pey. I leave my Ckest, 
or Cabinet of Instruments and Engines of otf 
kinds of nses: in the lower box whertrf are 
some^ fit to be bequeathed to none hut so entire 
an hofiest man as he is. I leave him Kkrwise 
forty jyounds fijr his pains in the solicitation of 
my Arrears ; qnd am sorry that my ragged estate 
can reach no further to one thai hath taken xmA 
care for me in the same kind^ during all my 
foreign employments. To t/ie Library at Eaton 
College, I leave all my Manuscripts not he/bre 
disj)oscdy and to each of the Fellows a plain Ring 
of gold^ enameled blacky all save the verge, tekh 
this motto within, amor vsit omsia. 

This is my Last }Vill and Testament, save 
what shall be added by a schedule thereunto 
annexed, xcritten on the first of October^ in 
tlic present year of our Redemption^ 18S7, 
and subscribed by myself with the testimony 
of these witnesses. 
Nicii. ouDERT. HENRY WOTTOy 

CEO. LAsn. 



* In it were Italian locks^ pick-locks, screwt to 
doors, and many thingi of worth and rarity, tlut he hai 
gathered in his foreign travel. 
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' And now, because the mind of man is best 
satisfied by the knowledge of events, I think fit 
to declare, that eveiy one that was named in his 
will did gladly leoeiYe their l^ades : By which, 
md his most just and passionate desires for the 
paymoit of his debts, they joined in assisting the 
overseers of his will ; and by tlieir joint endeavours 
to the King (than whom nonewas more willing) ccm- 
sekmaUe satisfaction was given for his just debts. 

- Tbe next thing where w ith I siiaH aoqiudnt the 
tmder is, that he went usually once a year, if 
not oftener, to the beloved Bocton-Hall, where 
he would say, ** He found a cure for all eares, 
^hf the cheerful company,** which he called 
^tiie living furniture of the place :^ and ^ a re- 
^ storation of his strength, by ttte omnaturalness 
^ of* that which he called *' lus genial air.* 

He yearly went dso to Oxford. But the sum- 
ftna before his death* he changed that for a 



•Im Mm ytu he wrote hb letter toMiltoii, wlio then Hved 
Eaton, »l^nking him for his present of '' Comus," which 
lie adls ''A dainty peece of eptertammmt; wharan," he adds, 
^ I should much commend the tri^oal paft, if the lyrical did 
'<iiot ravish me with a certain Doiique ddieacy in your 
'' aoDgs and odes, whereunto 1 mnst plainly oonfess to have 
" seen yet nothing parallel in oar language: qpsa BMlEties.'' 

(Miq- IFfltfoA. p. S4S.J 

Milton has commended this letter in his <* I>eieBSio Sccun- 
da Populi Anglicam." *' Abevntem vir dananmua Hcnricus 

Wootonus, qui ad Venetes Orator JaeoM Rsgia diu fuerat, 

et vods et pr«M»tis eunfei pertgvA wuA WHmmiB tkgOMti 






Jt^ 



qM<(rfJ partci^ smiosiinii prasqaaM 



4< 
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journey to Winchester CoUege, to wUch tdiool 
he was first removed from Bocton. And ai 1m 
returned from Winchester towards Eaton College^ 
said to a friend, his companion in that jourmr^ 
** How useful was that advice of a hdy monk, 
rho persuaded his friend to ptrjbrm Us eus^ 
wuiry devotions in a constant placSp because tn 
*' that place xve usually meet with those very 
" thoughts which possessed us at our last being 
there; and I find it thus fiu* experimentaDy 

true, that at my now being in that school, and 

■ 

seeing that very place where I sat when I was 
** a boy, occasioned me to remember thoae vafj 
'' thoughts of my youth which then 
** me : sweet thoughts, indeed, that promiaed 
'' growing years numerous pleasures without a 
" tures of cares \ and those to be enjoyed 
time (which I therefore thought slow paced) liad 
changed my youth into manhood.— But age and 
*< experience have taught me that those were but 
** empty hopes ; for I have always found it true; 









" Ah, happy hilli ! Ah, plamng shada ! 

" Ah, Mih belov'd in vain ! 

" Where once my carelets childhood ttray'd, 

" A ftnuiger yet to pain ! 

" I feel the gales that from ye blow 

" A momentary Uim beatow, 

'' At waving fresh their gladsome wing 

" My weary loul they seem to sooth, 

" And, redolent of joy and youth, 

" To breathe a seoood spriqg.* 

GaAT^s Ode m m ditUmi ffmtpsd 
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as my Saviour did foreteU ^ Sufficient for the 
day is tlie evil tlicreof Nevertheless, I saw 
thare a succession of boys using the same re* 
*^ creations^ and» questionless, possessed with the 
'< same thoughts that then possessed me. Thus 
one generation succeeds another, both in their 
lives, recreations, hopes, fears, and death.*" 
After his return from Winchester to Eaton, 
which was about five months before his death, 
he became much more retired and omtemplative : 
in which time he was often visited by Mr. Jdm 
Hales (the learned Mr. John Hales), then a 
Fellow of that College, to whom upon an occasion 
he spake to this purpose : '' I have, in my passage 
^ to my grave, met with most of those joys of 
« which a discoursive soul is capable ; and heea 
** entertained with more inferior pleasures than 
« the sons of men are usually made partakers of: 
^ Nevertheless in this voyage I have not always 
^ floated on the calm sea of content ; but have 
** often met with cross winds and stcHins, and 
^ with many troubles of mind and temptations 
'^ to eviL And yet, though I have been and 
** am a man compassed about with hiunan fi^ailties, 
^ Ahnighty God hath by his grace prevented me 
*< from making shipwreck of faith and a good con* 
*' science^ the thought of which is now the joy 

of my heart; and I most humbly praise him 
for it : And I humbly acknowledge that it was 
not myself, but he that hath kept me to this 
great age, and let him take the f^ory of 
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** great mercy.— And, my dear friend, I now see 
** that I draw near my harbour of death ; that 
'* harbour that wiU secure me from all the future 
" storms and waves of this restless w<xid ; and 
'' I praise God I am willing to leave it and expect 
" a better ; that world wherein dwelletk ri^tmu- 
" ncss ; and I long Jbr it.** 

These and the like expressions were then ut- 
tered by him at the beginning of a feverish cUatem* 
per, at which time he was also trouUed with an 
asthma or short spitting: But after lev dHB 
twenty fits, by the help of familiar phyne and 
a spare diet, this fever abated, yet so as to le ave 
him much weaker than it found him; and his 
asthma seemed also to be overcome m a good 
degree by his forbearing tobacco, which, as many 
thoughtful men do, he also had taken somewhat 
immoderately. This was his then present oon* 
dition, and thus he continued till about the end 
of October, 1 6399 which was about a month 
his death, at which time he again fell into a 
which, though he seemed to recover, yet these 
still left him so weak, that they and those other 
common infirmities that accompany age, and weie 
wont to visit him like dvil friends, and after 
some short time to leave him, came now hoCh 
oftener and with more violence, and at last took 
up their constant habitation with him, still weak* 
ening his body and abating his cheerffalness ; of 
both which he grew more sensible, and did Ike 
oftener retire into his study, and these 
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many papers that had passed his pen, both m 
the days of his youth and in the busy part of 
his life» useless, by a fire made there to that pur* 
pose. These, and several unusual expressions to 
his servants and friends, seemed to foretei that 
the day of his death drew near; for which he 
seemed to those many fiiends that observed him, 
to be wen prepared, and to be both padent and 
firee fix)m all fear, as several of his letters writ on 
this his last sick-bed may testify. And thus he 
continued tiU about the beginning of December 
fidlowing, at which time he was seized more 
violentiy with a quotidian fever, in the tenth fit 
of which fever his better part, that part of Sir 
Henry Wotton which could not die, put off mor- 
tality with as much content and cheerfulness as 
human frailty is capable of, being then in great 
tranquillity of mind, and in perfect peace with 
God and man '. 



ff Tke fidlowing exquisitely beautiful hjmn was written by 
feim in his sickness : 

** O thou gNtt Power, in whom I mof^ 

•* Par whom I Uvt, to whom I dit I 
•• Bibold mt thro* thy beams of love, 

•• WhUst on this couch of tons I U% 
•• And desnss mj sordid soul within 
•• By thj Chri8t*8 blood, the bath oi iin. 

•• No haUow*d oili, no grains I need, 

** No rsfi of «dnts» no purging fire ; 
«• One roey drop from D>Tid*t seed 

«* Wae workii of less to quench thine ireu 
•« O, preckms ransom I which, once psid, 

^ SBSB% v^F^Pvaps^v^^v^Bvap^vv %^^s a»^^w ^^H^aa ^ 

«<And 



«• 
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And thus the circle of Sir Henry Wotton*s 
life — ^that circle which began at Bocton» and in 
the circumference tliereof did first touch at Win- 
chester school, then at Oxford, and after upon so 
many remarkable parts and passages in Christen- 
dom — ^that circle of his life was by death thus 
closed up and completed, in the seventy-second 
year of his age, at Eaton College, where, aoo(»d- 
ing to his will, he now lies buried^ with hb motto 
on a plain grave-stone over him. Dying worthy 
of his name and family ; worthy of the love and 
&vour of so many Princes and persons of eminent 
wisdom and learning ; worthy of tlie trust oom- 
mitted unto him for the service of his Prince and 
country. 

And all readers are requested to believet that he 
was worthy of a more worthy pen to have pre- 
served his memory and commended his mcrita tQ 
the imitation of posterit}\ 

IZ.WA 



*■ And nad by him that Hid no mora, 
** But Nol'd ii » ith his dying braath. 

•• Thou then that hait dltpungM ny 
•« And dying wmn the death of Death* 

«• Be to ma now, on thee I call, 

•• My Hfe, my strength, my joy, my alL* 



AW 



ELEGY ON SIR HENRY WOTTON, 



wBixar 



Mb. ABRAM COWLEY^ 



TT HAT shall we say, tiDoe silent now is be. 
Who when he spoke ail things wonld silent be. 
Who had so many languages in store. 
That only Fame shall speak of him in moie. 



fc •• Mftrj thing which Cowley wrote,** njt the editar of hif tdcct wnxka^ 
•• is iilhw to food or to bad, Uiat In aO nnon « «|Mttidoo riiould be nMdt.*' 
Bis Mkgf on tiie deerh of Sir Hcniy Wottoo it clMeed by him amo^the 
r» •§ he hae not Inserted It In his, •« CoOectian of Cowky*8 P^jens.** Dr. 
— tiln s a aaofeanroMiiiMe opinion of ht By him a is |noaomioed 
t» he vtforoas and hap|iy, the series of thonshts eaqr and naaMi»aBd the con- 
dmion. thom|i a little weakened by the intrusion of Alesaadsr. elegant and 
iottStittm Denham hae lemarfced of Coiricy, 



** To him no author wae unknown, 
•• Yet what he writ was all his own.** 



The last lines of this ekgy bear se strong * f ssMnhianri to an epigwm of 
Cioiiaa upon the death of Joeeph SoaUgsr, that the ipeat eritic above fuotad 
tfainksthemcopiedfiromit, though they are copied by no esnrile hand. Joesph 
Scahger, like Sir Henry Wotton, wae c e l e bra te d Ibr hie aecnme knowledge 
of tanguegev Grothis eompossd four elegise on the death of this 



That which Cowley is s u pposed to have fanltated bcgfaie with tbeae ansa.. 

M Hlc jeeel et Gades si^cr eianditus et Indoe 
•• Setfgsr, hie nnaidl pabUai Hogua jaoet.*' 
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Whom England now no more returned matt see; 
He*8 gone to heav'n on bis fourth embauy >. 
On earth be travell'd often, not to say 
He'd been abroad to pass loose time away ; 
For in whatever hod he chanced to come. 
He read the men and manners ; bringing home 
Their wisdom, learning, and their piety. 
As if be went to conquer, not to see. 
So well he understood the most and best 
Of tongues that Babel sent into the West ; 
Spoke them so truly, that he had (you'd swear) 
Not only liv*d but been born every where. 
Justly each nation's speech to him waa knows ; 
Who for the world was made, not na alone. 
Nor ought the language of thai man be lesp 
Who in his breast had all things to ezpreia : 
We say that learning's endless, and blame Fate 
For not allowing life a longer date. 
He did the utmost bounds of knowledge flnd. 
And found them not so large as was hia mind ; 
But, like the brave Pellean youth S did 
Because that art had no more worlda than 
And when he saw that he through all had past. 
He dy'd lest he should idle grow at last. 

A. COWLET. 



i Sir Henry WottOn*a mcMit imporUnt emhoMdcii were UiOM to Vi 
that Rqiublic he was thrice acnt ambauadnr fhym Jamci I. 

k •• I'niu /VArv juvtmi ood Miflldt orbi*.** JmrxM. S«. X IML 
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THE WORKS OF SIR HENRY WOTTON- 

ft3iR Henry Wotton is addressed as a poet by Bastard 
the epigrammatist, io the following lines : 

** Wotton, the country and the country swaine, 

** How can they yeelde a poet any nnse ? 
•• How can they ttfare hhn up or heal his vaine ? 

•* How can they fted him with inteUigenco ? 
M You have that fire which can a wit enflaroe 

** In happy London, England*t Ihyrett eyet 
** Well may you poets have of worthy name 

** Which have the foode and life of poetry. 
•* And yet the country or the towne may sway 
** Or bear a part, as clownet doe in a play.** 

His Poems were collected bj Isaac Walton, and in- 
serted in " RELIQUI.« WOTTONIAN^; or, a 
^* Collection of Lives, Letters, Poems with Characters 
** of sundry Personages, and other incomparable Pieces 
*^ of Language and Art : By the curious Pencil of the 
«* erer memorable Sir Henry Wotton, K^ late Provost 
"of Eaton College, 1661.'* A second edition in 4to 
appeared in 1654: a third in 1672. In the fourth edition 
which appeared in 1685, is the valuable addition of letters 
to the Lord Zouch. 

This collection contains the "TREATISE on the 
^* ELEMENTS of ARCHITECTURE," first published 

Vol. I. T 
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in 1624, 4to. This Treatise is still held in great eslimi* 
tioDy has been traoslnted into Latin, and annexed to the 
works of Vitruvius, and to Freart*8 ** Parallel of the 
*' Ancient Architecture with the Modern.** 

In Gibber's, or rather Shield's Lires of the PoeU, the 
only jipecimen given of Sir Henry Wotton's poeiryy i» 
the famous composition, *' THE WORLD'S A BUBBLE," 
which, in *^ The Reliquiae Wottoniann," is said to have 
been found among his papers, the autluir uakoowa. 
Farnabie, in his '* Epigrammata Selecta, 1629/' aieribes 
it to Lord Bacon. He has translated it into Greek, aid 
has some various readings. 

Of Sir Henry Wotton's Latin Panegyric on Cbaries L 
there are two translations by unknown hands: The 
one is inserted in " The Reliquia WottooiaMi ;** the 
other is very scaroe, printed in a very sbmII twenty* 
fours, on a krge type, containing 118 
the Dedication and Preface. 



Panegyric 
of King Charles, 
being observations 
upon the inclination 
life dc govern- 
-ment of onr Sove- 
-raign Lord the 

King. 
Written by 

Sir Henry Wotton, Knrgbt, 
Provost of Eaton Colledg, 
a little before his Death, 
And printed lor Richard Marriott , 
London. 
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Besides the pieces io ** The Remains,*' Sir Henry 
Wotion wrote 

'< The STATE of CHRISTENDOM ; or, a most 
exact and curious DiscoTerj of many Secret Passages 
and hidden Mysteries of the Times: Written by the 
renowned Sir Henry Wotton, K^ Ambassadonr in Or- 
dinary to the Most Serene Republique of Venice, and 
hte Provost of Eaton College.** London, 1667. To 
which rs added '' A SUPPLEMENT to the HIS- 
TORY of the STATE of CHRISTENDOM." Re- 
printed in 1677. 

This work was begun about the year 1699, during 
Sir Henry Wotton*s first residence at Venice, after his 
hasty departure from England. 

Several of Sir Henry Wotton's letters are inserted 
in <« Cabala, or Mysteries of SUte. London, 1664," 
in 4to ; and in ** Cabala, or Scrioia sacra. London, 
1663," Fol.: Also in ''Strafford's Letters and De- 
spatches, nSO,'' Fol. 

The two following tracts, written by Sir Henry 
Wotton, were never printed ; namely, 

" The JOURNAL of his EMBASSIES to VENICE ;" 
a MS. fairly written, and formerly in the library of Lord 
Edward Conway. 

" THREE PROPOSITIONS to the COUNT D'AN- 
GOSCIOLA, in Matters of Duels ;*• a MS. preserved 
in the library of the College of Arms. 



Ta 
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Too niiicb, alas! thou didst resemble then 
Sion thy pattern — Sion in ashes laid, 
Despis*d, forsaken, and betray'd ; 

Sion thou dost resemble once agen, 
And, rais'd like her, the glory of the world art made. 

Threoes only to thee could that time belong. 

But now thou art tbe lofty subject of my song. 

II. 

Begin, my verse, and where the doleful mother »t* 
(As it in vision was to Esdraa showo) 
Lamenting, with the rest, her dearest son, 
Bless'd Charles, who his forefathers has ootgooe. 
And to the royal joined the martyr's brighter crown. 
Let a new city rise with beauteous state. 
And beauteous let its temple be, and beantifal the gat*! 
Lo ! how the sacred fabric up does riie ! 
The architects so skilful all, 

So grave, so humble, and so wise ; 
The axe*s and the hammer's noise 
Is drown*d in silence or in numbers musical * : 

Tis up, and at the altar stand 
The reverend fathers as of old. 

With harps and incense in their hand. 
Nor let the pious service grow or stiff or cold ; 
Th* inferior priests, the while. 
To praise continually employed or pray. 

Need not the weary hours beguile. 
Enough's the single duty of each day. 
Thou thyself, Woodford, on thy humbler pipe may**! play. 



'> Six 2 Kadni!*, fnun chap. ix. 38, to Uic end of the tcnUi 
c See 1 King* \l 7. 
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And tbo' but lately enter'd there ^'y 
So gracious those thou hooour'st all appear. 
So ready and atteot to hear 

A D easy part, proportion'd to thy skill, may'st bear. 

III. 

But where, alas? where wilt thou fix thy choice? 
The subjects are so noble all, 
So great their beauties and tby art so small. 
They'll judge, I fear, themseltes disparag*d by thy voice : 
Yet try, and since thou canst not take 
A name so despicably low. 
But 'twill exceed what thou canst do, 
Fho' thy whole mite thou away at once shouldst throw. 
Thy poverty a virtue make : 

And, that thou may'st immortal live, 
(Since immortality thou canst not give) 
From one who has enough to spare be ambitious to receive. 
Of reverend and judicious Hooker sing ; 
Hooker does to the church belong. 
The church and Hooker claim thy song. 
And inexhausted riches to thy verse will bring ; 
So far beyond itself will make it grow. 
That life, his gift to thee, thou shalt again on him bestow. 

IV. 

How great, bless'd soul, must needs thy glories be ! 
Thy joys how perfect, and thy crown how fair! 
Who mad'st the church thy chiefest care ; 
This church which owes so much to thee. 
That all her sons are studious of thy memory. 



^ Or. WooDromo, the author of this poem, wm otdained fay Biihop MotUj 
lo the 3rc«r in jrhich these vertet were writtoi. 
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'Twas a bold work the captiT'd to redeem, 

And DOt fo only, bot lb' oppressM to raiae 
(Our aged mother) to that doe esteem 
She had and merited in her younger dayf. 
When primitiTe seal and piety 
Were all her laws and policy , 
And decent worship kept the mean 
Its too wide stretch'd extremes between. 
The rudely scrupulous and extravagantly vaii 
This was the work of Hooker's pen. 
With judgment, candour, and such learning writ* 
Matter and words so exactly fit 
That were it to be done agen, 
Expected 'twould be as its answer hitherto has bees. 
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To Chelsea % song ; there tell thy master's friend 
The church is Hooker*s debtor— Hooker his ; 
And strange 'twould be if he should glory misa 
For whom two such most powerfully contend : 
Bid him cheer up» the day's his own. 

And he shall never die. 
Who, after sev'nty's past and gone. 
Can all th' assaults of age defy ; 



• The fpiiiipi of Mbrky BiAop cf WinclMMr, irtMtt llmiBlj 
pruied to the me €f hii ■ tW MO ii • magBiBemd hmmt t 
had purchand for tout ihoamid pomdn Ht oMiriMl M Ml if 
hjr tfhirh that houae wm dedaici to ta wHMb tteataBSMoT 
Such wat his known hcncfienre, that cm hb promoUon to the Meaf 
Charles II. 'aid of him, •• Thai nod^tlHlSBita^ hi iMl 
«• bi ncTcr the licfaor ftr It** 
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TO THE READER. 



1 THIXK it necessary to inform my reader, that 
Dr Gauden (the late Bishop of Worcester) hath 
also lately wrote and published the life of BIr. 
Hooker. And though this be not writ by design 
to oppose wliat he liath truly written ; yet I am 
put upon a necessity to say, that in it there be 
many material mistakes, and more omissions. I 
conceive some of his mistakes did proceed fixHn a 
belief in Mr. Thomas Fuller S who had too hastily 



I Dr. Thomas Fuller, celebrated as a biographer and a hialD* 
rian, was educated at Cambridge, having been first admitted ^ 
Queen's College, from whence, being incapacitated by tht 
statutes from succeeding to a fellowship, he removed to Skbicj 
College. He died in 1(>()1. He was a general scholar, hade 
prodigious memory, a quick wit, a luxuriant fancy and in^ 
but not the most exact judgment. Such was his 
during the time of the civil wars, that by one party, 
whom he preached, he was called " a hot royalist ;" while, ftr 
his discourses before the King and Court at Oxfotd, be wm 
blamed as being tiK) lukewarm. Soon aAer the restoratiaD, he 
wan made Chaplain in Ordinary to the King, being alao in a 
Well-grounded expectation of some present farther advanocmcnl ; 
but here death stepped in, and drew the curtain bet w een him 
and the ecclesiastical dignities that awaited him. His 
but imperfect '' History of tlie Worthies of England" is 
sidered as the incMt valiublc of his works. See his acconni of 
Mr. Hooker in " The Church History of Britain," R IX. 
p. 214, ^17, *i33. 

CEchentt History of England , voL IIL /k 71^^ 
Life oj Dr. Thomas Fuller, p. 5, 5S.J 
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published what he hath since most ingenuously 
Tetracted. And for the Bishop's oimssions, I sup- 
pose his more weighty business and want of time 
made him pass over many things without that due 
examination, which my better leisure, my. dili- 
gence, and my accidental advantages have made 
known unto me. 

And now for myself, I can say, I hope, or 
rather know, there are no material mistelkes in 
what I here present to you that shall become my 
reader. Little things that I have received by tra- 
dition (to which there may be too much and too 
little faith given) I will not at this distance of time 
imdertake to justify : for, though I have used 
great diligence, and compared relations and cir- 
cumstances, and probable residts and expressions, 
yet I shall not impose my belief upon my reader, 
I shall rather leave him at liberty : But if there 
shall appear any material omission, I desire every 
lover of truth and the memory of Mr. Hooker, 
that it may be made known unto me. And to 
incline him to it, I here promise to acknowledge 
and rectify any such mistake in a second im- 
pression, which the printer says he hopes for ; and 
by this means my weak, but faithful, endeavours 
may become a better moniunent, and, in some 
degree, more worthy the memory of this venerable 
man. 

I confess, that when I consider the great learn- 
ing and virtue of Mr. Hooker, and what 
tion and advantages many eminait schc 
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admirers of him have had by his bboufs ; I do 
not a little wonder that in sixty yean no man did 
undertake to tell posterity of the exoelkncies of 
his life and learning, and the aocidenta of both ; 
and sometimes wonder moK at myself that I hmre 
been persuaded to it ; and uideed I do not easily 
pronounce niy own pardon, nor eatpecfc that my 
reader shall, unless my introduction sUl pnn*e 
my apok^, to which I refer him. 



THE INTEODUCTION. 



I HATE been persuaded by a friend, that I 
ought to obey, to write The life of Richard 
Hooker \ the happy author of five (if not more) 
of the eight learned books of '< The Laws of 
^ Scdesiastical Polity .'' And though I have un- 
dertaken it, yet it hath been with some imwilling- 
ness, foreseeing that it must prove to me, and 
espedaUy at this time of my age, a work of much 
labour to inquire, consider, research, and determine 
what is needful to be known concerning hun. 
For I knew him not in his life, and must there- 
fore not only look back to his death (now sixty- 
four years past) but almost fifty years beyond that, 
even to his childhood and youth, and gather thence 



k Imm WaltoD't •ditian ttf 1675 hat beea feUowed in tli8 prt« 
cediBf Uvet of Dr. Donne andSir Heniy Wotton. It !• tbought 
expedient to deviate from that edition in the Life of Mr. Hooker, 
by adopting that which was last revised by Walton, and is pre- 
iaseA to his works printed at London in 1725, and at Oxford in 
1T99> J«t withont adadtting ihmm pawagea whidi Mr. SHypt 
has introduced into the text 



304 THE INTRODUCTION. 

such observations and prognosticks, as may at least 
adorn, if not prove necessary for the completing of 
^'hat I have undertaken. 

This trouble I foresee, and foresee also that it 
is impossible to escape censures ; agunst which I 
will not hope my well-meaning and diligence can 
protect me (for I consider the age in which I live) : 
and shall therefore but intreat of my reader a sus- 
I^ension of them, till I have made known unto 
him some reasons, which I m vself would now faiB 
believe, do make me in some measure fit for this 
undertaking : And if these reasons shaU not acquit 
nic from all censures, they may at least abate of 
their severity ; and this is all I can probably hope 
for. My reasons follow : 

About forty years past (for I am now in the 
seventieth of my age) I began a liappy affinity 
with William Cranmer (now with God) gruid* 
nephew unto the great Archbishop of that name; 
a family of noted prudence and resolution ; with 
him and two of his sisters I had an entire and fife 
friendship : One of them was the wife of Dr. 
SpenccT, a bosom-friend, and sometime com-pupil 
with Mr. Hooker in Corpus Christi College in 
Oxford, and ai\er President of the same. I name 
them here, for that I shidl have occasion to mention 
them in this following discourse; as also their 
brothcn of whose useful abilities my reader may 
have a more authentic testimony tlian my pen can 
purchase for him, by that of our learned Camden 
and others. 
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This William Cranma-, and his two f<»re-named 
asters, had some afiinity, and a most fiuniliar 
liendship with Mr. Hooker, and had had some part 
>f their education with him in his house, when he 
Kras parson of Bisliop's-Bom near Canterbiuy*; in 
Pirhich city tlieir good father then lived. They 
lad, I say, a great part of their education with 
lim, as myself, since that time, a happy cohabita- 
ion with them ; and having some years before 
ead part of Mr. Hooker's works with great liking 
md satisfaction, my affection to them made me 
i diligent inquisitor into many things that 
xmoemed him ; as namely, of his person, his 
lature, tlie management of his time, his Mife, 
lis family, and the fortune of him and his. 
iVhidi inquiry hath given me much ^vantage 
n the knowledge of what is now uncter my 
xmnderation, and intended for the satisfaction df 
ny reader. 

I had also a friendship with the Reverend 
[>octor Usher', the late learned Archbishop of 
Armagh; and with Doctor Morton* the late 



* The character of this eminent Prelate it happily expressed in 
ha eulogiura of the Univendty of Oxford, inscribed on hit 
KNTtrait, which was ordered to be prefixed to his editioti of The 
"pistles of Ignatius. " Jacobus Usaerios, Archiepiscopiis 
' Armachanus, totius Hibemiic Primas, Antiquiutn prknwivm 
* peridssimus, ortliodoxe Religionis Vindex «»avTippiT»{, Errorua 
' maDeus, in concionando frequens, facundus, prKpotent, "vkm 
' inculpatse exemplar spectabile." 

Vol. I. U 
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learned and charitable ^ Bishop of Durham ; at 
also with the learned John Hales, of Eaton Ccdlegcw 
and with them also (who loved the very name cf 
Mr. Hooker) I have had many discourses concern- 
ing him ; and from them, and many othen that 
have now put oflf mortality, I nn^ht have had 
more informations, if I could then have admitted 



^ How properly Uuh epithet is apfilied to this excellent per«n 

Appears, frmn his l)ehaviaur in 1 fiOS, in the earlier period of hii 

life, while the pla^^e raged at York. The poorer aort of tht 

infected, being turned out of their liabitationa, had booths ended 

for tliem at a moor near tlie citv ; for whose comfort and relirf 

in tliat fatal extremity, Mr. Morton of\en refNiired to then fi 

Marston, to preach unto them, and to minister oonaolation 

their lnnp:iii>hing souN, having withal pro\i8ion8 of mc rt 

with him in sacks, to relieve the poorest sort with. But m 

as he went tliither, he suffered not any ser^'int to attend hM, 

but himself saddled and un^^addled his hone, and he had a private 

drKii' nimle through the wall of hiii stud}' (l)eing the utmost part 

of the house) for prevention. le>t he might bring the cotitagioa 

with him and enditnger liis whole family. (Richard BrnddUfffi 

f.ifr €*f Buhop ytvrinn.) — Having tliUK laid the foundation rf 

virtue when in a more private and humble station, lie buik upfli 

it a most noble su]MT»trui'ture. \\\^ variou!! actions of splcfidid 

lilxTidity and extfu^ive lM*i.ef:ceiK*e, thmugh tlie whcile roorwsf 

a long life, are only to be e(]ualled by tlie magnauimity which he 

displayed in lii^ great suffer ing.4. Uy hin will, dated Feb. SO, l^S9^ 

and proved Oct. 1, l^iO, Mlii*n he had little ur iiothin|r IcA, bt 

lNM|iie.ithc<l his chalice to .■\ll-^»ai^t^ C'liuri'h in Vurk, and tt* 

pounds to tlie |MNir of the |iari.«h win re he died, which waitf 

LastiMi-Maudit, in Norlhaniptoiishire. In his epitaph he is 

JeclnrcHl — *' Don is exutus oniuiL*us buna proierquana Fans tf 

'• Cun^JentiM." 
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a thought of any fitness for what by perauaskxi I 
have now undertaken. But though that full 
harvest be irrecoverably lost, yet my memory hath 
preserved some gleanings, and my diligence made 
sudi additions to them, as I hope will prove 
useful to the completing <^ what I intend. 
In the discovery of which I shall be fiiithful, 
and with this assurance put a period to my Intro- 
duction. 



ua 
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RICHARD HOOKER 



JLt is not to be doubted but diat Richard Hooker 
was bom within the precincts \ or in the dty of 
Exeter. A city which may justly boast, that it 
was the birth-jAace of him and SirThomas Bodley"; 



^ On the east of Exeter is a parish-churdi caUed Heavy-Tree^ 
aononUe for the birth of Mr. Hooker, the judkumi author 
of <' The Ecclesiastical Polity/' and of that great civilian. 
Dr. Arthur Duck. (Camden's Britannia.) 

* Sir T. BooLBY was the founder, or rather the restorer of the 
public library at Oxford, which was originally begun by 
Humphry, Duke of Gloucester, who lived in the reign of 
Henry VI. and collected together, and considerably enlarged two 
libraries, one founded by Richard Bury, from his great love of 
books, usually called Philo-biblos, Bishop of Durham in the 
reign of Edward III. and another by Thomas Cobbam, Bishop 
of Worcester.—" lUa Bodlei Industria plusquam humana ; ilia 
'' tot Linguarum Artiumqoe infinita Comprenensio doctos tan- 
*' turn egit in Stuporem ; at ilia incredibiiis Monun Soavitas, 
** ille in Congressibus Gestuque toto Lepos et veluti Attidsmus 
*' quidam doctos indoctosque juxt^ cepit" (Orat, Fnnebr. I. 
** Haks.J — '* King James, in l605, when he came to see our 
'' University of Oxford, and amongst other edifices now went to 

Us " view 
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as indeed the county may, in which it stands, tlit:^ 
it hath furnished this nation with Bishop Jewel * 






view that famous libraiy renewed by Sir Thomat Bodlfjr, n 
imitation of Alexander, at his departure broke out intothii 
" noble speech. If I were not a King, I mmld be oji {'airrrjiry 
" man. And if it were so, thai T must be a prisoner, if i migk 
" have mif wish, I would desire to have no other prisom than tkU 
" ' library, and to be chained together with so mantf good anthsn 
*' and mortuis magistris." 

( Burton* s Anaiomy t^ Melancholy, Part /. Sect. ii. p. ITT^ 

' Dr. John* Jewel, Bishop of Salisbury^ one of the brighlfft 
omamentfl of the reformed religion, the cdebratod — tha r if 
" The Apology of the Church (rf* England ;" a work evcrlste 
commended for the clastic el^ance of its langiiage» and thr 
nervous strength of its argumentation. It attracted the 
of the Council of Trent, who passed a very severe cenaor 
it, and though a refutation of it was undertaken by a 9|Mnidi 
and Italian Bishop, it remains yet unanswered. Ol%kttII]r 
written in Latin, it was traiiAlated into the Greek, French, Italno, 
Spanish, and Dutch languages. To Peter Martyr, 
and many other foreign Frotifstants, it gave infinite 
An English version by a lady, Anne the second *<— g^**^ ef Sir 
Anthony Cook, and the wife of the Lonl Keeper Sir Nichobf 
Rncon, was published for the use of the common people hi IS6l. 
and onlcred to lie kept hi every parish*church dnmghort 
England and Wales. This great and good prelate, having h^ 
paired his constitution, as well by the fatigues he uiakf t 
when abroad, as by an incessant application to his ituJi e s » dM 

Sept. 2!^, 1571, in the fiAietli year of his age. Of his doIiIp 

challenge to the learned of his advenuiries, or to all the kan wd 
men that be alive, see " Concilia Magnv Britannia," VaL fV 
p. 220. 

" Juelle, Mater quern tulit Devonia, 

" Nutrixque fovit erudila Oxoiiia, 

" Queni Maria ferro et igne patriA expolit ; 

« Vii 
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Sir Francis Drake*, Sir Walter Raleigh ^ and 
many others memorable for their valour and 
learning "i. He was bom about the year of 
dor Redemption, one thousand five hundred fif^ 



•* Virtus reduxit, prcesulem fecit parens 
** Elixabetha docta doctamm artium : 
** Pulvis pusillus te sepulchri hie «ontegity 
** Quim parva tellus nomen ingens occuliti" 

BUCHANANI PoBMATAj p. 3, 6a 

Francis Drakf^ the first captain who achieved the 
arctimnavigation of the globe, was the son of a private clergj- 
IMMI in Devonshire. See " Prince's Worthies of Devon/' p. 239> 
nd hii Liie in Dr. Johnson's Works, Vol XII. p. 63. 



?'s Worthies, &c. p. 530.—" Who hath not known or 
" read of this prodigy of wit and fortune. Sir Walter Ralei^, • 
V man unfortunate in nothing but in the greatness of his wit and 
" adyapccment, whose eminent worth was such both in domestie 
* ffsHcf, foreign expeditions, and discoveries in art and lileratnre, 
"* both practic and contemplative, that it might seem at once to 
** conquer example aiid imitation." (Howelts Familiar Letters, 
pL SSl'J — This great man fell a victim to the jealousy of 
Oondomar, the Spanish Ambassador. No one encountered 
Avigcr with more intrepidity and firmness : Yet his character 
never shone with greater lustre, than when he patiently sustained 
the injurious and indecent language of the Attomey*General 
Coke, at hk» trioL 

^ Mr. Prince, in the dedication of his *' Damnoiui Orientaki 
«' IBustres," or ** The Worthies of Devon," observes, that " he 
** presents to the view of the reader such an illustrious troop of 
^* heroes as no otiier country in the kingdom, no other kingdom 
^ (in so small a tract) in Europe in all respects is ahle to matd^ 
*' much less excel." 

U4 
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aiid three; and of parents tliat were not lo 
renuirkablc for tlieir extraction or riches, as bt 
their virtue and industry, and God*s blessing upon 
both; by which they were enabled to educite 
their children in some degree of learning, of whkh 
our Richard Hooker may appear to be one fidr 
testimony, and that natiu^ is not so partial u 
always to give the great blessings of wisdom and 
learning, and with them the greater blessings of 
virtue and government, to those only tlmt arc of a 
more high and honounible birth. 

His complexion (if we may guess by him at the 
age of forty) was sanguine, with a mixture of 
choler ; and yet his motion was slow, even in his 
youth, and so was his s|)eech, never expressing aa 
earnestness in either of them, but a gravity suitable 
to the aged. And it is obser\'ed (so far as inquiry 
is able to look back at this distanc*e of time) that at 
his being a schooll)oy, he was an early questioiust 
quietly inquisitive ', '* Why this was, and that 
'' not, to be romenilKM-cd ?*' " Why this 
" granted, and that denied T This being mixed 
with a remarkable modest v« and a siwcet sesene 
quietness of nature, and with tliem a ([uick appie> 
hension of many perplexed parts of leamiog, ioh 
posed then up>n him as u scholar, niade his master 
and others to believe him to have an inward 
blessed divine hght, and therefore to consider him 



' Principiiun est sciential qiiffrcrr, ct |iriiii'ip:tun qiomndft 
dubiUrr. 
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to be a little wonder. For in tfaftt, childten weie 
lett pregnant, less confident, and more malleable^ 
than ill this wiser, but not better age '• 

This meekness, and conjuncture of knowledge, 
with modesty in his conversation, being observed 
by his schoolmaster, caused him to persuade his 
parents (who intended him for an apprentice) to con- 
tinue him at scliool till he could find out means, by 
persuading his rich unde, or some other charitable 
person, to ease them of a part of their care and 
charge; assuring them, that their son was so 
enriched with the blessings of nature and grace, 
that God seemed to single him out as a special 
instrument of his glory. And the good man told 
them also, that he would double his diligence in 
instructing him, and would neither expect nor 
receive any other reward, than the content of 
so hopeful and happy an employment 

This was not unwelcome news, and especiaUy to 
his mother, to whom he was a dutiful and dear 
ehfld ; and all parties were so pleased with tliis 
proposal, tliat it was resolved #o it should be. And 
in the mean time his parents and master laid a 
foundation for his future happiness, by instilling 
into his soul the seeds of piety, those conscientious 
principles of loving and fearing God ; of an early 
belief that he knows the very secrets of our souls ; 
that he punisheth our vices, and rewards our ifino. 



* The age was, perhaps, not wiser, though it might be more 
knowing in some rej«pect^. 
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cence; tkaiweskwldbejirejhmhffpoeriiy^miii 
appear to man, rohat we are to God» becamae Jtnt 
or last the crafty man is catched in hi$ own tnare. 
These seeds of pietj were so seasonably planted 
and flo continuaUy watered with the daily dew of 
God's blessed Spirit, that his infant virtues grew 
into such holy habits, as did make him grow ddh 
into more and more favour, both with God and 
man ; which, with the great learning that he did 
attain to, hath made Richard Hooker honoured in 
this, and will continue him to be so to suooeediiiff 
generations. 

This good sdioolmaster, whose name I am not 
aUe to recover, (and am sony, for that I would 
have given him a better memorial in this humbk 
monument, dedicated to the memory of Us 
scholar), was very solicitous with Jolm Hodnr', 



( John Hooker, aIua Vowkll» wu bom it Ezstn^ in 15S4, 
of a very cTecIitablc family, being the second mm of BoboC 
Hooker, Mayor of that city. Having reoeivcd hif edncaiifla M 
Oxford, where he studied the Civil Law, he tnvcDod iato 
Gormany, and at Cologii kept hif eserciaei in law, aid took hii 
degree there. Next he went to Straiboiirf , and •oyowmod wiA 
Peter Martyr, by whom he was inatructed in divinity. Bifo 
ing hrirae after a short stay^ he travelled into France, aid to 
prfvenled from proceeding into Italy and Spain by tW Fnnck 
deiUration of war against England. Hence he retiivd to km 
native town, whereof he became the first Chamberlain in 1554^ 
and was chosen one of the Gtiaens lor the asne in Ifao IWM i 
ment, holden at WeMtminster in 1571. He died in l601, si tlM 
age of near eighty years. He assisted Holinshcd in his 
and is mentioned by several writers with singular 
antiquary, and an historian of great ■oc u racy and Udkj» 
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then Chamberlain of Exeter, and unde to our 
Richard, to take his nephew into his care, and to 
maintain him for one year in the University, and 
in the mean time to use his endeavours to procure 
an admission for him 4nto some College ; still urg- 
ing and assuiing him that his diarge would not 
continue long ; for the lad*s learning and manners 
were both so remarkable, that they must of 
necessity be taken notice of; and that God would 
provide him some secmid patron, that would free 
him and his parents from their iutiire care and 
diarge. 

These reasons, with the alFectionate rhetoric of 
his good master, and God's blessing upon both, 
procured from his uncle a faithful promise that he 
would take him into his care and charge befcnre the 
expiration of the year fc^owing, which was per- 
formed 

This promise was made about the fourth year 
of the reign of Queen Mary ; and the learned John 
Jewel (after Bishop of Salisbury) having been in 
the first of this Queen's reign expelled" out of 
Corpus Christi College in Oxford (of which he was 



** This good man was one of the fint victims to Popish resent- 
roent after the accession of Queen Marj^ being expelled by seven 
oTthe Fellows of his College, for attending Peter Martyr's lectures 
in divinity ; for preaching doctrines contrary to Popery ; for re- 
ceiving ordination by the new form, and refusing to be present 
at mass. He concluded his valedictory speech, delivered on 
occasion of his expulsion, with these words : " Valeant studia, 
"^ valeant hsc tecta, valeat sedes cultissima literarom, valeat ju* 

" cundissimus 
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a Fellow), for adhering to the tnitli of thow prin- 
ciples of reh^on, to which he had assented in the 
days of her brother and predecessor Edward VL 
and he» having now a just cause to fear a more 
heavy punishment than expulsion, was forced, by 
forsaking this, to seek safety in another mUion, 
and, with that safety, the enjoyment of that 
doctrine and worship for which he suffered. 

But the doud of that persecution and fear end- 
ing with the life of Queen Mary, the afl&irs of the 
church and state did then l(x>k more dear and 
comfortable ; so tliat he, and many others of the 
same judgment, made a happy return into England 
about the first of Queen Elizabeth ; in which yen 
this John Jewel was sent a commissioner at visitor 
of the churches of the western parts of thia Im^- 
dom, and especially of those in Devonshire*, in 



" cundisiiiiiiua conspectus vestri : valetc juvenn, ▼■kte 
" valete fratres, valete ciculi mei, omnes valeie." Hit 
dereliction of the Protestant faith, which happened 
ward, affords a melancholy instance of the irobedlltf of 
nature to n-ithbtond the atti-nipt« ui* insidious artifice* Bat, Hw 
Cranmer, he burnt forth with sevenfold splendour fiom tfaii 
momentaf}' eclipse which obscureil his fame. 
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* ** Mr. Jewel was appointed for the wevtem drcuit. ad ao k 
f(>ll out fitly that he presented the first-bom cif his laboon ia 

" the ministry, afler liis return from exile, in Devamhnv; aid 
parti adjacent ; tlicre first breaking the bread of life where fcrt 
he received the breath of life ; where he endeavoured moiv to 
win hh countrymen to embrace the Reformation by 

" and good usage, than to terrify and awe them by thai 
authority the Queen's Majesty had armed him with." 

(Primcti IVarthki, 4^. p. 4M.J 
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irhich county he was bom ; and then and there he 
Amtracted a friendship with John Hooker, the 
imde of our Richard. 

In the third year of her reign, this Jc^n Jewel 
was made Bishop of Salisbury ; and there being 
always observed in him a willingness to do good 
and oblige his friends, and now a power added to 
it» John Hooker gave him a visit at Salisbury, 
''and besought him, for charity's sake, to look 
*• favourably upon a poor nephew of his, whom 
M nature had fitted for a scholar ; but the estate of 
^ his parents was so narrow, that they were unable 
^ to give Iiim the advantage of learning ; and that 
*' the Bishop would, therefore, become his patron, 
and prevent him from being a tradesman ; for 
he was a boy of remarkable hopes.** And 
though the Bishop knew men do not usually look 
with an indifferent eye upon their own children 
and relations, yet he assented so &r to John 
Hooker, that he appointed the boy and his school- 
master should attend him, about Easter next 
fi^owing, at that place ; which was done accord- 
ingly : and then, after some questions and obser- 
vations of the boy*s learning, and gravity, and 
behaviour, the Bishop gave the schoolmaster a 
reward, and took order for an annual pulsion for 
the boy*s parents, promising also to take him into 
his care for a future preferm^it ; which was per- 
formed. For, about the fourteenth year of his age, 
which was anno 1567, he was, by the Bishop, 
appointed to remove to Oxford, and there to attend 
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Dr. Cole \ then President of Corpus Chritti Coi- 
lege ; which he did ; and Dr. Cole had (aoooidiiig 
to a promise made to the Bishop) provided for him 
both a tutor (which was said to be the feamed 
Dr. John Reynolds ') and a clerk's place in that 
College ; which place, tiiough it were not a fiiD 
maintenance, yet with the contribution of his 



T Dr. William Cole, in 1.599, exdungvd wkh Dr. Mm 
Re3rnolil» the Preaidentohip of Corpus Christi CoU^ge tar Am 
Deanery of Lincoln, which he did not long enjoy. He fled i 
German}' in the time of Queen Mary, and Anthony Wood 
him as one of the exiles at Genera engaged with M 
:ind others in a new translation of the Bible. He 
fior his brother Thonias Cole, mentioned in *' Lewia's Hkliay 
" the several Transbtions of the Bible/ p. S06. 



'■ The great prodigy of learning in his time, 
under whom he was educated, applied to him what wai 
AthanasiuH, " to name Resmolds is to cnmiafnd Tiitiic 
" He alone." says Bishop Hall, in his <* DcckI of 
(Dec I. Kp. 7.), " was a well-funiinhed library, full of dl 
" faculties, of all studies, of all learning : the mcmofy, ifae 
" ing of that man were near to a rairade." He was 
champion of Protestantism against BeUarmine. 

'* Cum vibrat docta* Reynoldus fufanina lingiue, 
'* Kumanus trepidat Jupiter, ct mcnt&w* 

Having succeeded Dr. Cole as President of Coqma 
College in Oxforti, he died May 21,1 607. Whilst he was paMic 
profosor of divinity at Oxford, he was involved in a c onttoiony 
" on the Authority of the Scriptnre ChraDolegy," wiih Hi^ 
Broughton, a vain aiul arrogant man, though the Ivst scholar of 
his age in oriental literature. From the active part whick he 
took in the confierence at Hampton Court, he is clasacd 
" the pillars of Puritanidoi and the grand favouien of Ni 

"fbnuiy." 
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uade, tfid the continued penaoa of his ptttran» the 
good Bishop^ gave him a comfortable •abattaice. 
And in this condition he continued unto the 
eighteenth year of his age» still increasing in leam^ 
ing and prudence^ and so much in humility and 
jnety, that he seemed to be filled with die Holy 
Ghost, and even, like St John Baptist, to be sanc- 



'* ianutyr Yet it oaglit muf to be tegotten^ that t^ bis 
oortioiii we are priacipally indebted £ar tbat noble venum of the 
BiUe which is now in use. Fuller aeeerts, " that his disaffection 
<' to the discipline established in England wsi not so great as 
" some Bishops did suspect, or $m more Nonconfisffmists did 
** bdieTe. No doubt, he desired the i^Mlishing of seme eere- 
^ monies fiir the ease of the c o Hs c iei i ce of othen^ to which in his 
** own practice he did willingly submit, constantly wearing hood 
*' and surplice, and kneeling at the sacrament. On lus death- 
'* bed he earnestly desired absolution, according to the form of 
« the Church of England, and received it fWxn Dr. HoQand, 
wlMwehand he affec t io o atel y kissed in c«pwnaien ofthejof he 
moeived thereby.' CFmUer^s Omreh History, Book X f. 4B.J 
It has been related that John Reynolds was brou^t up in the 
Churdi o£ Rome, whflst his brother WiUiam was educated a 
Protest a nt : and that the two brothers, meeting together one day, 
disputed with so much energy, that each of them changed his 
rriigion on conriction from the other's afguments. This circum« 
ftance gave occasion to a copy of verses, ooncludixig with this 
distich. 



€€ 
€t 



" Quod genus hoc pugnse est ? ubi victus gaudet uter«|Bi^ 
'* Et simul alteruter se superftsse dolet" 

To this WiiHam Reynolds has been ascribed an English New 
Testament in quarto, printed at Rheims, in 1582, translsted firom 
the vulgate Latin, and ivtaining many Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
words, with an apparent intention of making the teict less intelli- 
pblt te common readers. 
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tified from his mother^s womb, who did often Um 
the day in which she hare him. 

About this time of his age he fell into a danger* 
ous sickness, which lasted two months ; all 
time his mother, having notice of it» did in 
hourly prayers as earnestly beg his life of God, as 
the mother of St. Augustine did that he mi^ 
become a true Christian, and their prayers were 
both so heard as to be granted. Whidi Mr. Hooker 
would often mention with much joy, and pray tint 
that he '' might never live to occasion any sorrow 
** to so good a mother ' ; whom, he would often 
^ say, he loved so dearly, that he would endeavour 
'* to be good, even as much for her sake, as fiir Us 



" own." 



As soon as he was perfectly recovered from lus 
sickness, he took a journey from Oxford to Exeter* 
to satisfy and see his good mother, being aooom- 
panied with a countryman and companion of Us 
own College, and both on foot ; which was then 
either more in fashion, or want of money or thek 
liumility made it so: But on foot they went, and 
took Salisbury in their way, purposely to see the 
good Bisliop, who made Mr. Hooker and his com- 



* The tender anxiety of Momica, the wife of PafnrJM, 
mother of St. AueuslimCf for the reform and ranvmicai of 
•on, was abundantly recompenaed by bia extiaoffdioMy pMSj- 
Mifisti, Domine, nunuro liuun ei alto, et de hAc 
caligiiie eruibti anirnam meam, cum pro me plorarct ad to 
mea, fideUt tua, amplius quam flcnt matrea ooqiarai 

(Avguilin. Cam/eti. Im III. Sk iL} 



it 
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ptMikn dine with lum at his owq table; whidi 
Mr. Hooker boasted of with muoh joy and giratitude 
wb^n b0 SAW bis mothar and fiiends : and at the 
Bishop's parting with him, the Bishop gave him 
good eoims^ and his benedigtion» but forgot to 
give him money; which when the Bishop hftd 
0Hi9dered» be smit a servant in all haste to call 
Biehard hack to bim ; and at {Ucbard^ return the 
Bidipp aaid to him» '' Bicbasd, I s«nt for you b«ck 
^ to Iffid you a hwse whiob bath carried ine i^my 
*^ a wAi^» andf I thank Godi with much e«se '';'' 
a^d prfoeutly deliver^ iuto bl» hand a w^lkiug- 
staff^ with which b^ pM>£essed b? had t^v^J|ed 
through many parts of Germany. And he said, 
^ Bk^Ard* { do pot give, but l^nd you my horse ; 
^ be SUM you be hcmest, ^id biing »y horse baok 
^ to me at your return this wi^ to Oxford. And 
" I do now give you ten groats % to bear your 
^ diarges to Exeter ; and here is ten groats more, 
•* which I charge you to deliver to your mother^ 
^ and tell her, I send her a Bishop's benediction 
*• with it, and beg the continuance of her prayers 



^ While Bishop Jewel was a pupil at Oxford, the plague, 
prevailed there, occasioned bis removal into a country 
village, where he pursued his studies in a l6w and damp lodgings 
room. Thus contracting a cold, he got a lameness, which affected 
him to his death. Yet, notwithstanding this, roost of his journeys 
in Germany, as well as in England, were undertaken on foot 

^ It is well known that pieces of tcn-groats, or three shillings 
and fourpenoe^ were current at this time. 

Vol. I. X 
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" for me. And if you bring my hone back to iiie 
** I will give you ten groats more, to carry you on 
** foot to the College : and so God bless you« good 
- Rieharf.** 

And this, you may believe, was performed bgr 
both parties. Rut alas ! tlie next news dHt 
followed Mr. Hooker to Oxford was, that Ui 
learned and charitable patron had changed tUi tat 
a better life. Which may be believed, for as lie 
lived, so he cUed, in devout meditation and prqrer; 
and in both so zealously, that it became a rdi^ous 
question, '' Whether his last ejaculations or Ui 
soul did first enter into heavoi ^ ?" 



tt 



* " liiB hard to lay whether his lou] or his cj 
first in htavcn, seeing he prayed dyiag, and died 
CFmller. J— 'The drcumstanoes that 'attended his 
reUted in '< Prince's Worthies;' p. 428. The foDowing 
lines upon him were written by Fuller : 

" Holy Warning, Mcred aru, 

** GifU oT nature, rtnmgth of part^, 

** Fluent KracCf an hunibk mind, 

•• Worth rc-fbmi*d. and wit lefinM, 

** Sirre1nei» biAh in tongue and pen. 

** Inaight both in botiki and men, 

** lln|ie^ in wu, and tean an meal, 

^ Humble knofi ledge, uprightly MbI, 

** A lib'ral heart, and free from gaO, 

•* Clofie to friend and tnit to all, 

** Height of couiagc in tnith*s duel, 

•• Are the ktuncs that made thii JEWSl. 

•• 1^ him that wouU be truly bleat 

*• Wear this Jewel in his bnart." 

FuLLSa'a AM AriUmiLflkSli 
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And now Mr. Hoekier became a man of sorrow 
and fear: of sorrow, for the loss of so dear and 
oomfortable a patron; and of fear for his ftiture 
subsistence. But Mr. Cole raised his spirits from 
this dejection, by bidding him go cheerftilly to his 
studies, and assuring him, that he should neither 
want food nor raiment (whicli was the utmost of 
his hopes), for he would become his patron. 

And so he was for about nine months, or not 
mudi longer ; for about that time the following 
aoGkhent did befal Mr. Hooker. 

Edwin Sandys ^ (then Bishop of London, and 
■fter Archbishop of York) liad also been in the 



* Dr. Edwik Sandys was bom at Hawkshead in Westmore* 
land, where he founded a grammar-school. When he was 
r ep roac h ed with being neither gentleman nor honest man, he 
mawcred, '' that he would not contend for gentry, but would 
" deftnd his honesty ; that his father was an honest man, and 
'* aerred the King, and was a Justice of peace in his country." 
He and Jewel were two of the eight divines appcunted by Queen 
Bliiabeth to hold a conference with an equal number of Romanists, 
jcfote the two Houses of Parliament, on certain great controvert 
dal points of their religion. While he was Archbishop of York, 
te spent the greater part of his time in retirement at Southwell. 
K Ttry numerous family demanded from him the utmost 
soofMiny. Hence he has been charged with excessive parsimony, 
iiough in the inscription on his monument, in the church of 
iouthwell, he is called " Summd liberalis, alque miaericorsj 
' hospkalisaimua." *' He was," saith Fuller, ** an excellent and 
' painfU preacher, of a {hous and godly life, which increased in 
' his old age ; ao that by a great and good stride, while he had 
' one foot in the grave he had the other in heaven. It it hard 
to lay, whether he waa more eminent in hu own virtues^, or 

X2 "«« 
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days of Queen Mary forced, by forsaking thi% to 
«eek safety in another nation ; where, for many 
years, Bishop Jewel and he were companiona at 
bed and board in Germany ' ; and where, in tlua 
their exile, they did ollen eat the bread of aornnr» 
and by that means they there began such a firicMl- 
ship, as time did not blot out, but lasted tiD Af 
death of Bishop JeweU which was in 1A71. A 
little before which time the two Bishops mecCiii^ 
Jew^el began a story of his Richard Hooker, and ia 
it gave such a character of his learning and maa- 
ners, that though Bishop Sandys was educated in 
Cambridge *, where he had obliged, and had maqr 
friends; yet his resolution was, that his soo 
Edwin ^ should be sent to Corpus Christi CoBege 



** more happy in hii fiounshing poBterity." His 
preached between I iiHO and 1376, are said to have been 
to those of his con tern iMiraries, and are yet admimi m 
of eloquence and fine writing. 




^ First at Frankfort, aftcrwani at Stnuburgh and 
which two last places tlicy resided in the hcNue cf Asv 
Martyr. 

< At St. John's College in Cambridge. 

^ Ailerwanl Sir Enwi.v Sandys, prebendaiy of Yori^aai Ar 
author of " Europse ^leculum ; or, a \iew at flun iy tf Ar 
** State of Religion in the Westcme Pkrts of the WavU ; 
'* tlic Koniane Religion, and the pregnant ffpKrii cf ^ 
*' of Ktnni* to sup|iort tlie same, are notably fBiplqrsd 
" other miinnmblf Hi «(*o verier and MemonCioiHL 
' Itii'li." This, work i^ deflicated to Ai 
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be 
Hr 

Ml, to thjt cf tiknr CAidiiuls? \\1m« srwntr «f 

to that of tiirir Heranhs and CapichAiK } Who 
than dietr Prrlate» ? who fiootrr Hr vow and |v»> 
than tfacir MmdicaDts ? On the cat wHit aT die flivft, 
of viijgiiis : on the ulhci. a ^^J^ ^ fXMrtaMna» viln 
« poblk lo l grati a tL This day aD in mmkM^ with all hwwcnaai 
^ and luolery : to-inarrow all in procnuons, whippinfr thciii*4v«^t 
" till the hlood fuHow. On one door an excunununioition. 
•* ihroving to h^!l all trani^greasoorfl : on another a jahOee, or 
** fbil diadiarge from all traragranona. Who leanwder in all 
^IdndB of aciences than their Jetuitt? miat thing nioie ^nonnit 
** than their ordinary maaa-prietts } What prince i»o ahle to jirefer 
^ hia servants and followers as the Pope, and in so gfeat niiilti* 
"^tttde^ Who able to take deeper or readier rtveii|t«* on hia 
^ODMnka? What pride eqnal unto his» maUng Kings kiaa hia 
«paiiloit? What hnmilitj greater than hia, shriving himealf 
^ 4dkj on hia knees to an ordinary prieat ?" Ftge 99l 

Sir Edwin Sandys was the intimate IHend of Mr. Nkbolis 
tfBrtm. On a large silver flagon belonging to the communion- 
plate at Little Gidding, are theae inacriptions: On the hMidlt, 
«« For the churdi of little GiiUinge in HantingtOMby«r.'' And 
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" Richard Hooker shall be the man into wIkmc 
'' hands I will commit my Edwin.*" And the 
Bishop did so aliout twelve months after this 
resolution. 

And doubtless, as to those two, a better choiee 
could not be made ; for Mr. Hooker was now in 
the nineteenth year of his age ; had spent five in 
the University ; and had, by a constant av* 
wearied diligence, attained unto a perfection in aD 
the learned languages ; by the help of whidip an 
excellent tutor, and his unintermitted study* he 
had made the subtilty of all the arts easy nd 
familiar to himself, and uscfiil for the diacovcty of 
such learning as lay hid from common seard ig t . 
So that by these, added to his great reaaoiit nd 
his industry added to both, he did not onlff km&m 
more of causes and effects ; but xchat he kmem it 
knexv better than other men. And wiA tUi 
knowledge he had a most blessed and dear mctliod 
of demonstrating wliat ho knew, to the great ad- 
vantage of all his pupils (which in time were wmtf\ 
but especially to his two first, his dear Edwia 
Sandys, and his as dear George Cranmer : 



on the bottom of the flagon, " What Sir 

" qucathcd to the rmicmbranc-e of friendship, 

." coniH'cratetl to the honour of Gud's Hcrvioe." He ditd ai IML 

Iravinf; liehimi him five nona^ all ot' whom, except 

their allegiance to tlieir King, joined the Parlij 

Iieginning of the relwUioii ; hi^ Fecund son, Coload 

Sandy «, fwrticularly disgracing hit funiily by acta cf 

aavage inbuiuanity against tlie royalista. 
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tkere will be a fair testimony in the ensuing rda- 
tion. 

This for his learning. And for his behaviour, 
amongst other testimonies, this still remains of 
him, that in four years he was but twice absent 
fiom the chapel prayers ; and that Ids behaviour 
there was such as showed an awful reverence of 
that Grod which he then worshipped and prayed to ; 
giving all outward testimonies, that his affections 
were set on heavaily things. This was his beha- 
viour towards God; and for that to man, it is 
observable, that he was never known to be angry, 
or passionate, or extreme in any of his desires; 
never heard to repine or dispute with Providence, 
but» by a quiet gentle submission and resignation 
of his will to the wisdom of his Creator, bore the 
burthen of the day with patience ; never heard to 
utter an uncomely word: And by this, and a 
grave behaviour, which is a divine charm, he begot 
an early reverence unto his person, even from 
tliote that at other tunes and in other companies, 
took a libert}' to cast off that strictness of beha- 
viour and discourse tliat is required in a collegiate 
life. And when he took any liberty to be pleasant, 
his wit was never blemished with scoffing, or the 
utterance of any conceit that bordered upon or 
might beget a thought of looseness in his hearers. 
Thus innocent and exemplary was his behaviour in 
his College ; and thus this good mail continued till 
death ; still increasing in learning, in patience, and 
in piety. 

X4 
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In this ninetectith yenr of his age he wai chown, 
December 24, 157«S, to Ik* one of the twenty 
flcholarR of the foundation ; heinf; elected and 
admitted as born in Devonshire; out of which 
county a certain number are to be elected in vacn- 
cies by the founder*s statutes. And now he wan 
mueli enc*ouniged ; for now he was perfectly in- 
corponited into this belovi-d College* which wai 
then noted for an eminent library, strict atudentii 
and remarkable scholars'. And indeed it may 
glory, that it had Bishop Jewel, Dr. John Reynoldi. 
and Dr. Thomas Jackson S of that foutidatkiiL 



' The celebrity of thift Gillege, founded in I5l6.b3r Dr. RidMd 
Fox, Bishop of Winchester, was in some meuuiv |<rf h to d kf 
Enii«mus, in a letter to his friend^ Dr. Jnhti ClaTmoIld, 
PrMdent: " Mihi pnesagit Animus fuCunHn olan 
" ('ollt^giiini, ceil Templuni MicroMiictiiin,cipliinia Utcria 
'* totu tiTraruin oHn', inter prarciput Decora Britannis 
" retur." Sec " Knight's Life of Frasinus,- p. «ll. 




k Dr. TiioMAK jACK^tov, deMxiid<?d from a 
and born at W'ittoii on tlie Vl\>ar, in the f«Hinty of 
dchignml hy \\i» iion-ntu to bi* n nierchant in New 
Tynt'. Fnjiii tills intL*nti<m lie was divi^rtc-d by the Lard 
Baron of Malign. Stc. through whose |H'rhUa«ion he 
in Cjiieen'H (oHt*;;!-, Oxford, and froni thfnce remove d toC 
ChriRti College. He was first promoted to ike 
fit' Wiiiiitiiii, in hla native county, and tiien to the 
N{'wc;i-iIi'.u|)on-Tynr. AtXvr a rf>idi'iice of uime y 
timn. Uv w;.i in\itini to return to Oxfonl, and 
I*n-*i<lciit of his College. 

The prrciou^ nianuHcript^, which he leA at Ida 
i9i!>igncd by Arthhi»hop Sheldon to the owe of Mr. 

Mrr 
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Tbe &M iuncHis by his ktrned '' Afoiagy for the 
« Chuieh df Ei^nd^" and his '' Defenee of it 



4t 



Okjr, who uUt us. thttt '' the rtfMier will find in dui autlior an 
«tBin«nt ezoeUeacy in that part ^divini^ which I make bold 
to call Chriatolcgyy in displaying the great mj^fUty rfgodlimtst 
'« God mamfuUd m human Jiuh." He adds> '' He that will 
*' cnefttUy peruae this ^eod author's works, shall thereby have a 
^ goodly prospect of the Old and New Testament opened unto 
" him ; shall mightily improve in the understandii^ of the holy 
'^Kble." And in his pre&ce to Mr. Herbert's ''Country 
'' Parson/' he blesses God for the confirmation which Dr. Jackson 
halfa given him in the Christian religion against the Atheist, 
Jew, and Socinian. and in the Protestant against Rome. 

One part of Dr. Jaduon's character is highly deserving of 
ir**N»*^^ He willingly admitted, and was much delated with 
tbe acquaintance and familiariqr of hopeful young divines, not 
despising their youth, but accounting tham as sods and hrethcea, 
cnoeiin^ing and advising them what books to read, and witli 
wlist Mf pfeparatiotfis ; lendii^ them iueh hookM m thqr bad 
oC S4 frfadd and benign was hb dispositkiinj that lam cat 
went sad from his presenee. 
A drcumstance. which occurred in hb earlier life, affoids an 
ai y tw nity of oongratuladng the present age on a noble and 
humane institution. That circumstattee is tiias related hf his 
biflgrqiher: 

** Walking out with others of the company to warii himself. 
^ he was in imminent peril of being drowned. The dtplh doted 
^* km round abooi, ike meeds were wrapt about ku head. He weni 
** down to the bottom rf the mountains, the earth with her bare mas 
•* mbouihim/or ever, yd God brought hie soul from oorruptian^ 
€€ Jonah ii. 5. 6. that, like Moses from the flagi^ for the fbtun 
" good of the church and government of the College wheie he 
«' lived, there might be preserved the meekest man alive^or^ like 
" Jonas. /Aerrifi^A/ be a prophet rcrmd^asafterwaidsheptwvec^ 
^ to fivewam the people of cnauii^ ditlnicti«i» ifptiiaivsrtnit 

"they 
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*' against Harding '.** The second, for tlie learned 
and wise manage of a public dispute with John 



(C 

ff 



tlicy miglit rqient^ and God might leroks Um f 
pronoiinc«d against theni, and spare this great aud imfiil 
*' It was a long and ahnust incredible bpaoe ol* tine whcma hr 
" lay under water, and betbrc a boat ooukl he procured, whkb 
" was sent for rather to take out his bodj, beftbre k floated, §ar a 
" decent funeral, than out of hopes of recoverj of life The 
" boatman discerning where he was by the babUnig of Ae 
" water, the last signs of a man expiring, thrust down Ins 
'' at that very moment, wliich, by happy Phividcno^ at tbi 
essay, lighted under his arm, and brought bim up into Ibe 
boat. All the parts of his body were swollen mto a vast pi^ 
portion, and although by holding his head downwnd chiy let 
forth much water, yet no hopes of life appeared, tfacraloiv llHy 
" brought him to the land, and laf^ied him up in Ae 
" his fellow-students, the best shroud that love or 
"could provide. A Aer some wannth and fbrmeri 
" they perceived that life was yet within him, conve ye d 
** the College, and oonunended him to the skill of Dr. 
" an eminent physician of the same house, when^ 
" care, time, and difficulty, he recovered, to the eqoal Joy 
'* wonder of the whole society. All men oondiided him to he 
" reserved for high and admirable purpose*." 
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> Dr. Thomas Hahdixo, educated at Wmchieter 
became Fellow of New College, Ozfotd, in 1536. He «i 
first King's Hebrew Professor in that Univervtj, hevii^ 
appointed by Henry VIII. in, or about, 154S. He wm, m Ae 
reign of King Edward VI. a constant attendant on the 
of Peter Martyr, and displayed great ical Ibr the 
religion. A little before the King's death he exhorted the 
not to shrink from the true doctrine of the gtmp^ in the day ef 
trouble, but to consider persecution as sent fkom God to tiy thnr 
faith. But, alas! he found himself unequal to temptation. Dadv 
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Hart ", of the Roman persuasioDt about the head 
and fidth of the diarchy then printed by consent 



Qaeen Mary he abindoned hit principles, and obtained ocm« 
aiderable preferment, a Prebend in the church of Winchester, 
and the Tieasurerehip of Salisbury. On the accession of Queen 
Elisabeth he adhered to the religion to which he had recently 
conformed, and fled beyond sea to Louvain, where he distin* 
guished himself by writing against Bishop Jewel's '* Challenge." 
He had been ChapUin to the Duke of Su^ilk, father of Lady 
Jane Gr^. A letter from her is yet extant in Fok's " Book of 
** Martyrs," addressed to him in very strong language. She 
adniff"'<»l*^ him to relinquish the errors of Popery, reproadies 
him for his apostacy, and urges many arguments to persuade him 
Id repentance and reformation. Mr. Hooker (EccUt. PM. 
B, IL 6.) allies to Bishop Jewel and this his antagonist, what 
Velleius Paterculus remarks of Jugurtha and Marius; " Sob 
*' eodcm Africano militantes in iisdem castris didicere quse postea 
** in oontrariis facerent" Mr. Harding and the worthiest divine 
thai Christendom hath bred for the space of soma huiidvads of 
years, who being brought up ti^gethcr in one Univcrsi^, it 
Ml out in them which was qpoken of two others, '* they 
** learned in the same that which in contrary campa they 



•€ 



• A convert to Popery, styled by Camden the most learned of 
his brethren, known principally from his di^mte with Dr. 
Reynolds, the particulars of which are related in <' die Sum 
** of a Conference between John Reynolds and John Hart, touch- 
'^ ing die Head and die Faith of the C2mrdi,&c London* 1568^" 
•ppioved, as it ia said, by John Hart to be a true mnfine n ce , 
end transkted into Latin by Henry Flurry, C. C C. B^ttf 
banished from Engknd with other Roman pristta in 1584^ Jbe 
was admitted of the Society of Jesus, and was much a espe ct s d 

learning and sanctity of life. 
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of both parties. And the third for his most 
excellent *' Exposition of the Creed,** and for Us 
other treatises; all such as have given greatest 
satisfaction to men of the greatest learning. Nor 
was this man more eminent for his learning, than 
for his strict and pious life, testified by his abun- 
dant love and charity to all ". 

In the year 1576, Fcbruar}* SS» Mr Hooker's 
grace was given him for Inceptor of Arts; 
Dr. Herbert VVestphaling % a man of noted learn- 
ing, being then Vice-Chancellor, and the act 
foUou-ing, he was completed Master, which was 
aimo 1677> his patron. Dr. Cole, bebig that year 
Vice-chancellor, and his dear friend, Ueniy ttavil 
of Merton College, then one of the Ptoctonw It 



■ In Che preeeding editioiiii thr ntme of Gwdind pBob w 
inserted. He ww originally of Magdalen College^ OsSmi^ 
where in 1515 he was admitted B. A. In 159S Kiiap Pfli 
appointed him Fellow of Corpus Chriati College^ dmHug hb 
residence in foreign parts, but whether he came to takepoHnMD 
of his Fellowship is not certain. 

fSf€ GiflrA'# H'oufs CoUegci mmd HaiU, p. 580, Sg^J 



* Otherwise Wcatfsjiing, of foeeign extmctioB, 
grandson of Harben, a native of WeMqihalia n Genaaiy i he 
waa Canon of Christ Clwrch, and Vic»^:hanotUar oftbo Uhvw. 
witj for one part of the year in 1576, and fnaiiwiafcd BUsop af 
Heivford in 1585^: a man of grest piety of USb, and ^f 
gravity, that he was scarce ever seen to laugh ; leavaig ■• 
estate, but, as he deckrcs ia has will, such a ooe ae wwdd be 
attended with the blessing of God, as bong conacMW to 
edf that no part of it was acquired by any diihoneH 



WW that Heorj SaTii thst was aftor Sir Heniy 
Savfl % WaideD of MertoD College^ and PraTwt of 
EatoD : he whidi foanded in Oxfiwd two frmout 
IjBtituxes, and endowed tfaeiawith libend maiib 



»I57& Jdm UaJaMI of New riift^^ IV, 

Aadl 
1576. Hcpty Sonl of Mcttgp CnBrfg, ft, p^ Navx.]) 

HiawKT Saviw ' I )Ml a1 ul lor Iw lapcpor toowtedgt of Chpwk 
S^vbIiho^ hit niii^iif nf J io eio^MWiftMl wd pluloiiiihieril 
gtadioiy has been styled " That magaiimt of kaifih^g^ whoa^ 
^ aa c Piocy diall be hononraUo O ffw n gs t noC oalj the hamw^ but 
** tibe righteous for ever.* He was bo^ ^ Over-Br«dky, ncor 
lUifiBc fai Yorkihire, Nor. SO, 1S47, and wm admfttod mio 
Collie, Qxfted, hi I56l. Upon hb ivtomi ftoai U« 
into FnuM)e and other ooantrioa^ ho was op po hi l e i l pie» 
Oftor Io Q a ecn EUaaboth m the GieA hngi ii y ■ Howiaono 
of the learned men, to whom the province of translating the Bible 
was ooosigned in the beginning of the reign of James I. Hia 
naK is in the fitt chMs» among Ihoae to whom the fear Ooapo^ 
the AcU of the Apostles, and the Apocalypse were allottod: 
Nor was he less distinguished for his knowla^gv of ^ngljfh an* 
tiquities. He founded aad liberally endowed two Professorships 
at Oxford, one of Geometry, the other of Astronomy. At this 
time scholastic learning and polemic divinity weie principally 
regirded and encouraged. In the preamble of the deed, by which 
m adary was annexed to those two Professorships, it is expressly 
said that '' Geometry was almost totally unknown and abandoned 
«' in Ei^land." 

One of the most important translatsons in the l6th oantary 
was that of the fbur first books of <' Tadtus," and " The lib of 
*• Agricola," by Sir Henry SavO. The valuable notot that 
accompanied these translations were rendered into Latin by 

Gnitcr, and published at Annlfirrhon Bon Jbnson has com« 

mended 
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tenanoe. It was that Sir Henry Savil that tran- 
slated and enlightened the ** History of C(xmeliiis 
** Tacitus,** with a most excellent comment ; and 
Ofiriched the world by his laborious and chargeabk 
collecting the scattered pieces of St. Chrysoatom 
and the publication of them in one entire body in 
Greek ; in which language he was a most judidous 
critic. It was this Sir Henry Savil that had the 
hap]>iness to be a contemporary, and a most 
familiar friend to our Richard Hooker, and let 
posterity know it 

And in tliis year of 1 577f he was chosen Fdlow 
of the College : happy also in being the contem- 
porary and friend of Dr. John Reynolds, of whom 
I have lately spoken, and of Dr. Spencer ; bodi of 
which were after and successively made IVeridents 



mended this work in an epigram, which begin with 
lines 

" If, my reh'gion safe, I durst embrace 

" That strange doctrine of Pythagoras, 
" I should beleeve the soule of Tadtus 

In thee, most weighty Savile, liv'd to us." 



it 



it 



Learning/' saith FuUer, r//o(y Hiake, p. 1S6.J *' 
gained most by those books by wliich the printers haw 
As an instance of tlic truth of this remark he adds, " Oar 
*' worthy English Knight, who set forth ' the 
" Father* in a silver print, was a loser by it" To the 
of this iilition a learned foreigner hath given his testimfloj bf 
applying Ui it the line in Horace. 

" Nil oricurum alias, nil ortum tale fatcmur." 
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of Wh Ccb^e : men of great learning and meiif; 
and famous in their generations. 

Nor was Mr. Hooker more happy in his covl- 

tempMaries of his time and college, than in the 
pupilage and friendship of his Edwin Sandys and 
George Cranmer ; of whom my reader may note, 
that this Edwin Sandys was after Sir Edwin 
Sandys, and as famous for his '* Speculum Europe'* 
as his brother George '^ for making posterity be- 



« Gborob Sandys^ the friend of Lucius Lord Viacount 
FaDdand, the seventh and youngest son of Ardibishop Ssndys^ 
BOl lets illustrious for his exalted piety, than for his acoomplish- 
mcnts as a gentleman and a scholar, was bom at Biabopthorp, 
near York, in 1577. He travelled through several parts of 
Eunpe, and visited nuuiy countries and cities in the East 
The " History of his Travels/' a work written by himself, is at 
dib day Kad with great satisfaction. He translated " Ovid's 
** Metamorphoses" into English verse: but he delighted chiefly 
in exercising his genius on sacred subjects. He is acknowledged 
to be the first poet of his age. — In the parish*register of Boxley 
in Kent, where he died, is this entry. '' Georgius Sandys 
«* poetarum Anglorum sui scculi princeps sqmltus fuit Martii 7. 
" stilo Anglise. An. Dom. 1643." Blr. Dryden dedares him 
to be the best versifier of the times in which he lived, and in the 
opinioo of Mr. Pope, English poetry owes much of its present 
beauty to his translations. Nor are his original compositions 
leas dcgant and correct To justify the character given of him 
as a poet by Walton, I subjoin his '' Version of the VIII Psahn :" 

** Lord, bow fllustrious it th j name ! 

** Whow power both beaVn and earth pRtc'ame ! 

«* Thj glory Uioa haaC set on Ugh, 

• Above the msrfaie-arciied tkj. 

••Tbe 
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holden to hU pen by it learned relation uid oOQunent 
on his dangerous and remarkable travds ; and ibr his 
harmonious translatiou of tlie Psalms of David, the 
book of Job, and other poetical parts of holy writ, 
into most high and elegant verse.-wAnd for Cran- 
mer, his other pupil, I shall refer my reader to the 
printed testimonies of our learned &Ir. Camden '• 



*• Tlie woDcIen of thy pamtr thou 

** In months uf bobeH and mcklingii pUc*d s 

** That so thoii mightJ*t thy fur« confound, 

** And who in malice most aliutind. 

•• When I, pure hetv*n, thy fkbrlc mc, 

*• The moon and atar^ di^poH'd hy tkae : 

•• O what k man or hin frail raca, 

•* That thou iihouldi4 nirh a thadowr grace I 

•• Next to thy angtli moat renofwnM* 

•• With majesty and glory crown'd t 

•• The iiing of all thy craturea mada ; 

» That all hencoth Ma ftct hath laid: 

•* All that on dalen or mnuntain« ted, 

** That riiady wooda or dewrtfl braid ; 

•* What in the airy region glide. 

*■ Or through the rowling oeiaui nUde. 

*• I>ord, how illufitriiniH in thy name t 

•• Whoae pow*r hoth hcav'n and aaith 



King, Bishop of Chichnter. who himwlf tnnilatcd At 
for the use of the arnimon |M*o|i1e» okMen'cs that Mr. Cmmfjk 
fsiiulys was too elegant for the vulgar uae, diapgiiy bolh tka 
metre and tunes wherewith they had been long arqttainted. 



' *' Cvcidit tamcn ex Anglis Cranmenu |>n>Kg9 ab 
\ir rruditissiiQus, et ip>i eo nomine longe rhariwinma * 

CCamtlrH, AmMol, RegiM. JEtuu m& Jm. iGoaj 
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iSbk Loid Tottenes % Fines Morison *, and 



(« 



« This Cranmer, whose Christian name was 
George, was a gentleman of singular hope, the 
eldeit aon of Thomas Cranmer, son of Edmund 
Cranmer, the Archbishop's brother: he spent 
*• much of his youth in Corpus Christi CoU^e 
" in Oxford, where he continued Master of Arts 
*' for many years before he removed, and then 
^ betook himself to travel, accompanying that 
** wortliy gentleman Sir Edwin Sandys into 
^ France, Germany, and Italy, for the space of 
^ three years ; and after their happy return, he 
^ betocdc himself to an employment under Secre- 
^ tary Davison "* ; after whose fidl he went in 

* Sfar Oaoaoi Carew, created by Charlat I. Earl of TafUm, 
mA orMirilad ibr his military exploits in Ireland^ in the raign 
ef Qoeen BKiabeth. He waa the author of '' Pacata Hibemia ; 
«* or, die History of the Wars in Ireknd, e^MCially within the 
•* Province of Munster, in the Years 1599, 1^00, I6OI, and 

* Mr. MoaaisoN, Secretary (o Lord Mountjoj, and author of 
An Itinerary, containing his ten Years Traveb through the 
twelve Dominions of Germany, Bohmerland, Switserland, 
DenmariL, Poland, England, Scotland, and Ireland; divided 

"* into three Parts. London, 1617." FoL Pubtished after his 
death, and originally written in Latin. 

* WiLLiaw IKriso!«, Esq. one of the Principal S e ci et arl ea of 
State to Queen Elisabeth, a phun and honest man, withont* 
policy, and totally unskilled in the dark intrigum of a oonrt 
Hii conduct with respect to the wariMit granted Ibr tte txeco- 
tion of Mity Quean of ScoU has been variously ropartadi (8m 

Vol. I. Y '^ 
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« place of Secretary with Sir Henry Killigreir ' far 
'* his embassage into France ; and after his deatfr 



tMe Stale Triab, 1583. SO EiizJ The fuflot 

probably be given to his own aMertionB in the 

when he protested before God and the comraitfioncn 

appointed to tr}* liim, ** Tliat wittiiif^ly or willingly he had 

" nothing in this thing but that whieli he was persuaded in bis 

" conscience the Queen willed. In which if he had carried tam^ 

** self to do any put either by nnskilfulnen or n egljg a m% ke 

*' could not cJ loose but be grievously sorry , and 

" tlui censure of tlie oonunissioners." When he waa 

Sir Edinond Anderson, one of his judges, said of 

herein he liad done " justam non justf*," and so, acquitting cf aD 

malice, censured him for indiscretion. (FmUn^M fVarikkt^ JUn 

cotnMre, p. \6fJ " In the reign of Qoeen F.liMbilfc vc 

read of one, whom the grandees of the Cowt pmcMwl to kr 
made Secretary of State, only to break his back in tbe 
<' of the Queen of Scots, whose death they were than 
*' Like true courtiers, they first engage him in thift fidri 
** ami then desert him in it ; using him only as a tadLg to da a 
" present state-job, and then to be reproached and nHBad 
'' for what he had ckme." 

CDr. Sotah'i tttdct Sermoms, l^M ^ 197.> 






' Sir H. KiLLioREw, the husband of Katherines tha 
daughter of Sir Anthony Cook, no less renowned than 
^«i stars f<ir her knowledge of the Kebrew, Graak, 
languages. An epitaph on this learned lady wai wriltoa Ijr 
Andrew Melville. (See also Bmchanani PonrntB, fk SSlJ 
Fuller has preserveil voine I Jitin verses composed by kcr oB Af 
following occasion: Her husfMUid Sir Henry KiD^ww^ 
designed by Queen Eliaabeth Ambassador far 
troublesome times, wlien tbe employment, always 
then a|>|)arently dangerous, this affectionate wilk 
verses to MUdred Cecil, her eklcit sister^ to uae her ii 
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^he was sought after by the most nMe Lord 
*^ Mount|oy % with y/ham he went into Ireland, 
*' where he remained, until in a battle against the 
« rebds near Charlingfinxl, an unfortunate wound 
*t put an end both to his life and the grefat hopes 
** that were conceived of him *.*• 

Betwixt Mr. Hooka and these his two pupils, 
there was a sacred friendship ; a firiendship made 
up of religious principles, which increased daily by 
a similitude of inclinations to the same recreations 
and studies ; a friendship elemented in youth and 
in an University, free from sdfends, which the 



ifcs Lotd TraMiirer her huBlNuid, that Sir Havy might be 
from that •ervioe: 



'^ SL mflii qoftm cupio cures, Mildreda, remitti, 

^ Ta bona, tu melior, tu mihi sola aoror. 
** Sm maU cunctando retinetf, vel trans mare mittei^ 

'' Tu mala, tu pcjor, tu mihi noUa aoror. 
«' It li Comubiam, tibi pax sit et omnia beta I 

" Sin mare, CeciU nuntia bdk, Tale." 
CBiograpk. Brit, m ike arUde Cook Airraainr, p. \4M,J 

f An accomplished and brave soldier. Qnesn EHsabedi, <;oii- 
fiding in her own princely judgment and opinion, had temed so 
finronrable an opinion of his worth and eondbct, that she would 
Iww him and none <Mher to fhiiah and brin^ the Irish war to a 
prapitioiia end, which, not deeeiving her good ooneeit of him, 
he nobly achieved, though with much pains and carsAihMM. 

(Lk^s State Warthm, p. 965 J 

' Of the spirited behaviour of Mr. George Crsnmer in opposi- 
tion to the Fellows of Corpus Christi CoOsge who were inclined 
fD Pbpery, see StrypeTs lift of AreUisiMp IWte, p. 90S. 

Ya 
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friendshitM of age usually are not. In thia aweeC^ 
this Messed, this spiritual amity, they went on tar 
many years : And, as the holy prophet saitiit so 
*' they took sweet counsel together* and walked in 
** the house of God as friends." By which means 
they improved it to such a degree of amity as 
bordered upon heaven ; a frimdship so sacred, that 
when it ended in this world, it heguk in the next» 
where it shall have no end. 

And thou(^ this world cannot give any d^gite 
of pleasure equal to such a friendship; yd 
obedience to parents, and a desire to know the 
affairs, and manners, and laws, and learning of 
other nations, that they might thereby hecomt the 
more serviceable unto their own, made them pot 
off their gowns and leave Mr. Hooker to his 
CoUe'^o: where he was daily more asriduoos in 
his studies, still enriching his quiet and fflpufiimf 
soul \v ith the precious learning of the philoac^hcn^ 
caMiists, and schoolmen ; and with them the foun- 
dation and reaaon of all laws, both sacred and civil ; 
and with such other learning as lay most remote 
from the track of common studies. And at he 
was diligent in these; so he seemed restless in 
searchuig the scope and intention of God*a qwit 
revealed to mankind in the Sacred Scripture ; for 
the imderstanding of which, he seemed to be 
assisted by the same spirit with which they were 
written ; he that regardeth truth in the inward 
parts, making him to understand wisdom secretly. 
And the good man would oflen say, •• The 
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^ tiue was not writ to bi^t pride wd diaputatioiu» 
^ and oppositicm to government ; but moderationy 
^ and dbmtyf and humility, and obedience, and 
^ peace, and piety in mankind ; of which no good 
^ man did ever repent himself upon his death- 
^ bed.** And that this was really his judgment 
did appear in his futm^ writings, and in all the 
actions of his life. Nor was this excellent man a 
stranger to the more light and airy parts of learn- 
ing, as music and poetry; all Vfhich he had 
digested, and made useful; and of all which 
the reader will have a fiur testimony in what 
IbQows'. 

Thus he continued his studies in all quietness 
for the space of three or mwe years ; about which 
tane he entered into Sacred Orders, and was made 
both Deacon and Priest ; and not long after, in 
obedience to the College Statutes, he was to preadi 
either at St Peter's, Oxfosd^ or at St Paul's 



• In 1579 Mr. Hooker read the Hefarew Lednre at Oxford, 
during tlie indbpoftitioD of Mr. Thomas Kingsmill^ Fellow of 
Higdalen College, who m 1565 waa dected Piihlic Orator, and 
in 15619 Hebrew Professor. This circumstanoe, mentioned by 
Wakon, in the earlier editions of Mr. Hooker's Life, was after* 
ward omitted ; as also the aoooant of his expulsion from his 
College in ]579> with his immediaty restoration. This expul- 
sion pvobftbly did not bqppen, or the cause of k was ao fidvokms 
as not to deserve notice. 

^ The FeUows of Corpus Chriati College in Oxford are obliged 
by their owp statutes to preach at Paul's Cross, or St Peter's in 
Oxford, in Lent, befiare they can be admitted to the d^ree of 

Y S Badiekr 
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Cross % London, and the last fell t6 his allot- 
ment. 

In order to which sermon, to London he oune, 
and immediately to the Shunamites-House ; wMdi 
is a house so called ; for that, besides the stipend 
paid the preacher, there is provision made alao ibr 
his lodging and diet two days before, and cue dajr 



Bachelor in Divinity. There were no sermons prcacfaed 

the University «t the time of the foundation of C* C. C. hot m 

Lent The Universitj Churdi is pf a later dale, 

c We loam from Stowe, that in the midst of the ch uwiiyJ ef 
St Paul's was a pulpit cross of timber, mounted upon iSsps af 
lrtone> and ooveretl with lead, in whidi were scrmona pnadMd 
by learned divines every Sunday in the fofcnoon, wban ihr 
Court and the Magistrates of the city, besides a vasi eoneoant af 
people, usually attended. Dugdale mtntiona '' ita leadad eMV.* 
This drcurostance explaina Owen's epi gram aatitlad ^ fmt^ 
«' Cioase and the Crosse in Cheap opposite St, Pclcr^s ChuRk* 

'* Anrea cur Pfiro posita est CruM, plmtmbm Aniif 
'' Pauiinam decorant aurta Verba Ctucem." 

In fool and rainy weather these solemn scmons w 

at a pbce called " The Shnrnds," which wan, it seems, bj the 

of the Cathedral Church, under a ooveriii|r or abekcr. In the 

Pcpysian CoUection at Magdalen College in Camfasi4gc^ as a 

drawing of the pulpit at Paul's Cross, as it appeared 

During the wars of York and Lancaster Paul's Craaa waa a 

btate engine. 

Here is th' indictment of the good Leid Hasta^ga, 
Which, in a set hanci, fairly is tngraas'd ; 
" That it may be to^^ay read o'er in FoMts," 

Suakspbak's Richakd hi. jki.ULSc VI. 

It was at PaulV CriMs that in the beginning of the 
tion the Hood of Grace, whose eyes and lips were 



t* 
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lifter liis sermon. This house was then kept by 
John Churchman, sometiipes a draper of good note 
in Wattling-street, upon whom, after many years 
of plenty, poverty had at last come like an armed 
man, and brought him into a necessitous condition ; 
which, though it be a punishment, is not always 
an argument of God's dis&vour, for he was a vir- 



wiret, was exposed to the view of the people and destroyed by 

them. It wia a place of general resort, where the dtisens met, 

like the Athenians of old, for the sake of hearing and telling of 

'Sews. *' \ man was asked whether he was at the sermon at 

-''Paul's Cross ? And he answered that he was there : and being 

'* asked what news there? Marry, quoth he, wonderful news." 

And it was sometimes a subject of complaint, that the people 

walked up and down in the sennon-time, and that there was 

^sueh buzzing and husnng in the preacheifs ear, that it made 

him oft to forget his matter. 

ft seems to have been widm the pvefince of the Bishop of 
London, to summon from the Universitiety or fiom other places, 
persons of the best abilities to preach there, Sandys, when 
Bishop of London, in an address to the Lord Treasurer Burgfaley 
and the Earl of Leicester, concerning seditious preadhers, teDa 
"tiiem that " he does what he can to procure fit meS to preach ai 
'' the Croi$, but that he cannot know their hearts.* (Strgp^t 
Whsigift, Appendix, p. 9.J Por the due providii^ these sermons, 
and for the encouragement of the preadbers. Bishop Aylmer was 
a great benefactor. 

When Bishop Jewel was a pupil at Oxford, Mr. Parkhnnt, 
lirtntor, gave him «« TindaTs Transition of the BStiUT to ivad, 
himself overlooking Corerdale's. Observing Jewel's acute re- 
marks on these two versions, he exclaimed, ** Surely PiMifs .Cross 
^ will one day ring of this boy." Prophesying, as it wei;e,.says 
'4liy author, of that noble sermon of his at Paiifs Ccoas, in 1560, 
mat I Cor. xi. 23. (Princ^i WorUUet rflkwm.) 

Y4 
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tuous man : I shall not yet ^ve the like testimony 
of his wife, but leave the reader to judge by what 
follows. But to this house Mr. Hooker came ae 
wet, so wear>\ and weather-beaten, that he was 
never known to express more passion, tliaii agiynst 
a friend that dissuaded him from footing it to 
London, and for hiring him no easier a horse, 
(supposing the horse trotted when he did not); 
and at this time also, such a faiutness and fear 
possessed him, that he would not be persuaded 
two days quietness, or any other means could be 
used to miike him able to preach his Sunday's 
sermon ; but a warm bed, and rest, and drink 
proper for a cold, given liim by Mrs. Churchman, 
and her diligent attendance added unto it, enabled 
him to perform the office of the day, which was in 
or about the year 1581. 

And in this first pubhc api>earanoe to the worid, 
he was not so happy :ls to be free from exceptiixis 
against a point of doctrine delivered in his sermon, 
which was, tliat " in God there were two wills; 
^' an antecedent, and a consei|uent will : liis fiiat 
'' will, that all mankind should be sa\'ed ; but hit 
" second will was, that those only should be nved, 
** that did live answerable to that degree of gnoe 
" which lie had offered or afforded them." This 
seemed to cross a late opinion of Mr. Calvin a ^ 



*^ or this c1istin^i!»hetl divine, tlie founder oT the CliiiRb 
of Geneva, mh* Mr. I looker & Preface to his •• 
•' Pohty," Stxt. II. 
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and then taken for granted by many that had not 
a capacity to examine it, as it had been by him, 
and had been since by Dr. JadoKm, Dr. Hammond % 
and ot}iers of great learning, who believe Uiat a 
contrary ofnnion trenches upcui the honour and 
justice of our merciful God. How he justified 
this, I will not undertake to dedaie; but it wis 
not excepted against (as Mr. Hodker dedarea in an 
occasional answer to Mr. Travers) by John Elmers 
then Bishop of lx>nd(m ^, at this time one of his 



^ The name of Dr. Hammond requirefl !¥> eulogjr. HfitTrgl 
lent writings fully demonstrate his piety and Itaming. ft 10 
remarked of him, that^ after all his great acquisitions, the scfaolac. 
was less eminent than the Christian: That his specnlative 
Igi^wledge, which g^re light to tbt niQfl tek and diAcuk poioli;, 
became eclipsed by ttm mam dijitiligy Instit of hta pumtion 



' The conduct of AYLifERy Biahop of Lqodoci, ia ibemm^^ 
p«b1ic life^ has been accorately described by die industrioua pen 
€f Mr. Strype. It will be sufficient to notice one trait of Ms 
character, which difplayed itaelf in hii cave of Lady Jane Grey, 
Co whom he was tutor. Such was the suavity of his disposition, 
so gently, so pleasantly, and with such fair allurements to 
learning, did he instruct her, duit she thought aU the time 
nothing whikt she was with him. *' And wl|en I am odled 
** from him," said this aooomplished young woman, <« I £dl on 
weeping, because whatsoever I do else but learning, is ftiU of 
grief, trouble, fiear, and wholly misHking to me. And thus 
ny hook has been so much my pleeaue, and bringeth dafly to 
** me mere pleasure and more, that in respeet of it afl other 
" pleasures in very deed be but trifles and troubiet to me." 
{Jtcham's Sckoohmtier.J^'^^ia this oooasion Roger Asdiam tfius 
aisclaims in a Latin letter to thia la4y. '* O Elnianmi meum 
** ielicissimum, cui talis contigit disdpula, ei to miHi^ Maeiorem, 

" qu9 
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auditors, and at last one of his advocates too. 
when Mr. Hooker was accused for it 

But the justifying of this doctrine did not prove 
of so bod consequence, as the kindness of 5In. 
Churchman's curing him of his late distemper and 
<^d, for that was so gratefully apprehended bj 
Mr. Hooker, that he thought himself bound in 
conscience to believe all that she said : So that die 
good man came to be persuaded by her, that ** he 
-** was a man of a tender constitution ;** and, ** tiiat 
^ it was best for him to have a wife, that might 
prove a nurse to him ; sudh a <me, as might both 
prolong his life, and make it more comftrtaUe ; 
<< and such a one, she could and would pi o Tide fer 
'' him, if he thought fit to marry.** And he not 
considering, that ^ the children of tiiia worid are 
** vnser in their generation than the diildren of 
" light r but, like a true Nathaniel, who fearad no 
guile, because he meant none, did give her waA 
power as Eleazar was trusted with, when he 






« 
tt 
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" qu« eum Praeceptorcm nacu et : Ucrique cert^ ct tifai 
'' discis et illi qui docet et gntulor eC gaudea" 

" That which I tau^t/' nys Mr. Hooker (Ammv to Ut 
Traterss Suppikaium, Sect. riil.J " wu at PImI's Qwb; if 
was not huddled in amongit other mattm in focb nrt thtf il 
could pais without noting : It was opened, it was pn««& il 
" was some reasonable time stood upon. I see not whidl wwf 

my Lord of London, who was present and heard it, 
' lo great a fault as paliendy without rebuke or 
' ailcrwanl to hear any man there leach 
• word of God doth." 
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iient to diooie a wife for Isaac; for even so he 
trusted her to choose for hun, promising upon a 
fair summons to return to Lcmdon, and accept of 
her choice ; and he did so in that or the year fol- 
lowing. Now, the wife provided for him was hor 
daughter Joan, who brought him nrither beauty 
nor portion ; and for her conditions, they were too 
like that wife's, which is by Solc»non compared to 
a dripping house: So that he had. no leason to 
^ rejoice in the ^ife of his youth,** but rather to 
aay with the holy prophet, '* Wo is me that I am 
^ constrained to have my ludMtatioD in the tents 
^ofKedar«r 

This choice of Mr. Hooker^s (if it were his 
choice) may be wondered at; but let us amsider 
that the Prophet Exekiel says, ** There is a wheel 
^ within a whed ;* a secret sacred wheel of Provi- 
dence (especuUy in marriages) guided by his hand, 
that ** allows not the race to the^wift,** nor ^ bread 
** to the wise,** nor good wives to good men : And 
he that can bring good out of evil (for mortals are 
Uind to such reasons) only knows why this bless- 
ing was denied to patient Job, and (as some think) 
to meek Moses, and to our as meek and patient 
Mr. Hooker. But so it was ; and let the reador 
cease to wonder, for affliction is a divine diet; 
which though it be unplearing to mankind, yet 
Almighty God hath often, very often impoied it 



s Anthony Wood prooouncet tli« wife of Mr. Hooksr to have 
iieen a oil j downUh woauan, and whbal a mme Tftfrp 
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as good, though bitter physic to those diildia 
whose souls are dearest to him. 

And by this means the good man was drawn 
from the tranquillity of his College ; fixxn thi< 
garden of piety, of {ileasure, oi* peace, and a iweet 
conversation, into the thorny wilderness of a busj 
world ; into those corroding cares that attend s 
married priest, and a country parsonage ; wUdi 
was Draiton Beauchamp** in Buckinghamsluit; 
(not far from Ailsbury, and jn the diocese of 
Lincc^); to which he was presented by John 
Cheney, Esq. (then patron of it) the Bth of 
December, 1 584, where he behaved himadf lo^ as 
to give no occasion of evil« but (as St Paul edvi- 
seth a minister of God) ** In much patieQee^ in 
«« afilictions, in anguishes, in necessities^ ip powtyi 
<' and no doubt in long-suffering T yet trouUiBg 
no man with his discontents and wants '. 

And in this mean condition he oontinufd about 
a year; in which time his two pufnls* Edwin 



^ Dnytan Bcacham, R. St M«n% iii the Dcanaty of 
in the Archdeaconry of Burks. Bishop Gandfn it 
when he relates that Mr. Hooker was preferred to this Kyb^ hf 
hu College. Lord Cheque presented his clerk to this racSoiy h 
1708. C Bacon's Liber Regis, p. 495. J 

' By this iooonsidentfA narriifge his Fellowihip wm ohm^ 
diatdy vacated. Dr. Gaudcn's ignonuioc of this imfivtHHlr 
event ha» occasioned him to assign several 
Mr. Hooker forsook an academic life, and diote to 
rich treasury of his learning to tha retiredncts and 
country parsonage. 
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Smdyn and George Cruimer, were returned &om 
travel, and toclk a joumey to Dndton to see their 
tutor ; where they found hhn with a book in lys 
hand (it was the *^Odes of Haraoe**), he being 
then tending his small allotment of sheep in a 
common field ; which he to)d his pupils he was 
forced to do, for that his servant was then gone 
home to dine, and assist his wife to do sixne' 
necessary household bunness. Whi^i hia servant 
returned and released him, his two pupils attended* 
him unto his houses where their best entertainment 
was his quiet company, whidi was presently 
denied them ; for Richard was called to roek tiie 
cradle ; and their welcome was so like thii, that 
tiiey stayed but next morning, which was time 
aiough to diseovtf and pity their tuUMr^s conditicm : 
aod having in that time remembered and pan^ 
phrased on many of the innocent recreations of 
their younger days^ and by other such Kke diver<« 
sions, given him as much present pleasure as their 
acceptable company and discoiurse could afford 
him, they were forced to leave him to the company 
of his wife, and seek themselves a quieter lodging \ 
But at their parting from him, Mr. Cranmer said, 
** Good tutor, I am sorry your lot is fidlen in no 
** better ground, as to your parsonage ; and more 



^ How strongly is this unpleasing domestic scene cootnuted 
by the gentle numntrs, the exalted piety, the extensive dsoity, 
the swt-like humility of that excellent wonsn, the wife of 
Mr. George Heiiiert > 
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^ flotry your wife proyes not a more oomfortafalr 
** companion after you have wearied your thouglita 
^ in your restless studies.** To whom the good 
man replied, ** My dear George, if saints have 
** usually a double share in the nuseriea of tiUs 
** life, I, that am none, ought not to repine at 
** what my wise Creator hath appointed tar me; 
^ but labour, as indeed I do daily, to suhoufc to 
'^ his will, and possess my soul in patience and 
••peace'.- 

At their return to London, Edwin Sandjt 
acquaints his father (then Bishop of London, mA 
after Archbishop of York), with his tufoi'a aad 
condition, and solicits for his removal to 
benefice that might give him a more 
subsistence ; which his father did most wilfi^^ 
grant him, when it should next fall into Ins power. 
And not long after this time, whidi was in tfie 
year 1585% Mr. Alvy, Master of the Temple, 



* On the stone which covers the bodj of Thomai a 
i> his effigy, and that of another person extending Id has 
whereon is written • question to this purpose :«• 

" Oh ! where is pcir e, for thou its paths hast trad ?* 

To which Kempis is represented as answering— 

" In poverty, retirement, and with God." 

CTke Amanmik, IT©/, p. tM.J 

^ Richard Alvt was also the first canon of the ffth 
dw collegiate church of St Peter, Westminster. Tha 
•f tht Temple was vacated by his death m Augvit 15Mk 
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died* who was a man of a strict li&» of gteat kam- 
mg, and of so venerable behayiour, as to gain such 
a degree of love and reverence from all men that 
knew him, that he was generally known by the 
name of Father Alvy. At the Temple reading, 
next after the death of this Father Alvy, the Arch- 
bashop of York being then at dinner with the 
Judges, the Reader, and Benchers of that society^ 
he there met with a condolement for the death of 

N 

Father Alvy, a high commendation of his saint- 
like life and of his great merit both to God and 
man; and as they bewailed his death, so they 
wished for a like pattern of virtue and learning to 
succeed him. And here came in a fair occasion 
for the Archbishop to commend Mr. Hooker tp 
Father Alvy's place, which he did with so effectual 
an earnestness, and that seconded with so many 
other testimonies of his worth, that Mr. Hooker 
was sent for from Draiton Beauchamp to London^ 
and there the Mastership of the Temple proposed 
unto him by the Bishop, as a greater fi^eedcnn from 
his country cares, the advantage of a better society, 
and a more liberal pension than his parsonage did 
afford him. But these reasons were not powerful 
enough to incline him to a willing acceptance of 
it : his wish was rather to gain a better country- 
living, where he might be Jree from noise^ (so he 
expressed the desire of his heart), and eat that 
l)read, which he might more properly call his own, 
in privacy and quietness. But notwithstanding 
this averseness, he was at last persuaded to accept 
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of the Bishop^s proposal ; and waa by patent tar 
life *" made Master of the Temple the 17th of 
March, 1585, he being then in the S4th yev ef 
his age ^ 

And here I shall make a stop ; and that the 
reader may the better judge of what followa. ghre 
him a character of the times, and temper of the 
people of this nation, when Mr. Hooker had hb 
admission into this place : a place which he ac- 
cepted, rather than desired; and yet here he 
promised h.imselfa virtuous quietness; that Messed 
tranquillit}'' which he always prayed and hbouied 
for; that so he might in peace bring forth the 
fruits of peace, and glorify God by unintermpted 
prayers and praises ; for tliis he always thirrted ; 
and yet this was denied him. For his 



° This you may find in the " Temple ReeordA." 
Ernistcad was Master of the Temple at the diawlutioo of tke 
Priory, and died 2 Eliz. Ricluuxl Alvy^ Bat. Diviniij, hi. 
K1 Feb. 2 Rliit. Mafpster sive custoi domtM et rrrkih Btfvi 
Templi ; died S7 Eliz.<»Riehard Hooker succeeded that ytm fef 
patent, in terminis, as Alvy had it, and he left it SS 
year Dr. Belgey succeeded Richard Hooker. 



° On thin occasion two other candidates were 
Mr. Walter Travers and Dr. Nicholas Bond the Quccti'a 
Thr former, commended hy Alvy hinuclf on his 
lie ma<(tpr atler him, wa^ supported by the interest of tb« 
TrtvtHurfr Hurj^hley ; the latter, named to the Queen fay 
bi^hiip Whit^ift, wjLs aAerward admitted l^resident of 
CoUegr, Oxford, und much abused by Martin Mar-PkdalCL 
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into this place was the very beginnmg of those 
expositions and anxieties, which till then this good 
man was a stranger to, and of which the reader 
may guess by what follows. 

In this character of the times, I shall by the 
reader's favour, and for his information, look so fer 
bftck as to the beginning of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth ; a time in which the many pretended 
titles to the Crown, the frequent treasons, the 
doubts of her successor, the late civil war, and the 
sharp persecution that had raged to the effusion of 
so much blood in the reign of Queen Mary, were 
fi^h in the memory of all men ; and these begot 
fears in the most pious and wisest of this nation, 
lest the like days should return again to them or 
their present posterity. The apprehension of which 
dangers begot an earnest desire of a settlement in 
the church and state : believing thare was no other 
way to make them sit quietly under th^ own 
vines and fig-trees, and enjoy the desired fruit of 
their labours. But time, and peace, and plenty, 
begot self-ends ; and those begot animosities, envy, 
opposition, and unthankfulness for those blessings 
for which they lately thirsted, being then the very 
utmost of their desires, and even beyond their 
uOpes. 

This was the temper of the times in the begin- 
ning and progress of her reign; and thus it 
continued too long : for those very people that 
had enjoyed the desires of their hearts in a 
reformation from the church of Rome became at 
Vol. I. Z 
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last so like the ^uvc, as never to be satisfied ; but 
were still thirsting for more and more : neglecting 
to pay that olxnlience to government and perform 
1 1 lose vows to (i^ixl, which they made in their 
clays of adversities and fears ; so tliat in a short 
time there appeared three several interests, each of 
them fearless and restless in the prosecutioii of 
their designs ; tliey may for distinction be called 
the '' active Iloinaiiists/' the ** restless Nonoon- 
" formists," (of which there were many sorts), and 
the *' passive, peaceable I'rotestiint p.** The ooim- 
cils of the first considered and resolved on in 
Rome ; the second in Scotland, in Geneva, and m 
divers selected, secret, dangerous conventiGles both 
there and within the bosom of omr own nation; 
the third pleaded and defended their cauae by 
established laws, Ix)th ecclesiastical and civil ; and 
if they were active, it was to prevent the other 
two from tlostroying what was by those known 
laws hap])ily estabHsheil to them and th&r pofr- 
teritv. 

I sliall forbear to mention the very many and 
dangerous plots of the llomanists against the 
chun*h and st<ite ; because what is principally in- 
tended in this digression is an account of the 
opinions and activity of the Xonconfomiists; 
wh(Kse judgment and practice Mr. Hooker 
at last, but most unwillingly, to be engaged in a 



p Tills word ih here used in a more limited 
oiember of the Church of England. 
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book war; a war which he maintained, not as 
against an enemy, but with the spirit of meekness 
and reason. 

In which number of Nonconformists, though 
some might be sincere and well-meaning men, 
whose indiscreet zeal might be so like charity, as 
thereby to cover a multitude of errors, yet of this 
party there were many that were possessed of an 
high degree of spiritual wickedness ; I mean with 
an innate, restless, radical pride and malice; I 
mean not those lesser sins which are more visible 
and more properly carnal, and sins against a man's 
self, as gluttony, drunkenness, and the like (from 
which, good Lord, deliver us) ; but sins of a 
higher nature, because more unlike to the nature of 
God, which is love, and mercy, and peace, and 
more like the devil (who is no glutton, nor can be 
drunk, and yet is a devil) ; those wickednesses of 
malice and revenge, and opposition, and a com- 
placence in working and beholding confusion 
(which are more properly his work, who is the 
enemy and disturber of mankind ; and greater 
sins, though many will not believe it) ; men whom 
a furious zeal and prejudice hath blinded, and 
made incapable of hearing reason, or adhering to 
the ways of peace ; men whom pride and self- 
conceit had made to over-value their own wisdom, 
and become pertinacious, and to hold foolish and 
unmannerly disputes against those men which 
they ought to reverence, and those laws which 
they ought to obey ; men that laboured and joyed 

Z 2 
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to speak evil of gauernfncnt \ and then to be the 
authors of confusion (of confusion as it is oonfii* 
sion) ; whom company, and conversation, and 
custom had blinded, and made insensible that 
these were errors ; and at kst became so l ert fe a s 
and so hanleniHi in their opinions, that like those 
who perished hi the ^insaying of Korah, so these 
died without reiienting these spiritual widccd- 
nessrs; of which Coppinger and Hacket', and 
thrir adherents, are too Siid testimonies. 



4 If we give credit to the historians of these tiaes, the 
here exhibited is &r from being drawn in too 
Alas ! the love of dGOiination, and sn unintemipCcd 
to the measures of government, have too faithfully 
the manners of those Nonconformistii. From the ^^""^VfMtiii n ef 
such unamiablc qualities, what other oonsequefim enU he 
c\:;i>cted than thoac which actually bunt forth wkh a 
fury ? What c^iiniun Janie« I. entertained of 
from tl)c following extract from the " Basilicoii 
*' Take heed, thert'tbre, mj son, of such puritans, very 
" the church and commonwcahh, whom no 
nor promises bind ; breathing nothing but 
calumnies ; aspiring without measure, railing 
" and making their own imaginations, without any 
** the Word, the square of their consciences. I 
the great (mnI, and Miice I am here as upon my 
is no place for me to lie in, that ye shall never Cad 
" Highland or Borderer thieves greater in gratitud e, 
" lies and vile perjuries, than with these lanatic 
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^ William IIxcket, illiterate and of the 
from Fialiitd of the lowcrtt profligacy, and the 
wick(>fhu*<ui, a^sumetl the appearance of a saint, 
have an inward call, and to be favoured 



m 
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And in these times, which tended thus to con- 
fusion, tliere were also many others that pretended 
to tenderness of conscience, refusing to submit to 
ceremonies, or to take an oath before a lawful 
niagi$ti*ate : and yet these very men did in their 
secret conventicles covenant and swear to each 
other, to be assiduous and faithful in using their 
best endeavours to set up a church government 
that they had not agreed on. To which end there 
were many select parties that wandered up and 
down, and were active in sowing discontents and 
sedition, by venomous and secret murmurings, and 
a dispersion of scurrilous pamphlets and libels 
against the church and state ; but especially against 
the Bishops : by which means, together with very 
bold, and as indiscreet sermons, the common people 



With him were associated Edmund Gippinger, * penon of belter 
fiunily^ and some others, who declared themselves diosen vesseU^ 
prodaimed war against the Bishops, and scrupled not to menace 
the safety of the Queen herself, unless she promoted their schemes 
of reform. The madness of fanaticism ha^s no bounds. Hacket 
was at length announced by his fc^lowers (ministers of the 
Geneva discipline) to be '' the supreme monarch of the worlds 
from whom all the Princes of Europe held their sceptres^ to 
be a greater prophet than Moses or John Baptist, even Jesus 
Christ, who was come with his fan in his hand to judge the 
** workL" He was qiprdiended and convicted, and, after utter- 
ing the most horrid blasphemies, was hanged by the common 
executionpr. Coppinger starved himself in prison. The conta- 
gion quickly spread on all sides, whilst ecclesiastical authority 
rudely opposed and trampled under foot. 
CSee Kenncfs HUiory of England, VoL IL jk 56S; ami Cartas 
Hist. Vol. HI. p. 637 ; amd Siryp^s Anmds, FO. III. p. ^J 
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became so fanatic, as St. Peter observer there trere 
in his time, " some tliat wrested the Scripture to 
" their own destruction :" So by these men, and 
this means, many came to believe the Bishops to 
be Antichrist, and the only obstnicters of God's 
discipline ; and many of them were at last given 
over to such desperate delusions, as to find out i 
text in the *• Revelation of St. John," that " Anli- 
" christ was to he overcome by the sword,** which 
tliey were very ready to take into their hands. 
So that those very men that begftn with tender 
meek petitions priKceded to print public admoni- 
tions ; and then to satirical remonstrances ; and at 
last (having like David numbered w1k> was not, 
and who was, for tlicir cause) they got a supposed 
certainty of so great a party, that they durrt 
threutcn first the Itishops, and not long after both 
the Queen and Parliament ; to all which they were 
scxTctly encouraged by tlie Earl of Leicester, then 
in great favour with Iier Majesty, and the reputed 
chorisher and patron-general of these pretcndets to 
tenderness of conscience, whom he used as a 
sacrilegious snare to further his design ; which was 
by their means to bring such an odium upon the 
Dishops, as to procure an alienation of their landi^ 
and a large proportion of them for himself: whidi 
avaricious desire had so blinded his reason, that his 
uinhitious and greedy ho\yQS had almost flattered 
hiin into present possession of I^mbeth-House. 

And to these strange and dangerous under- 
takings the Nonconformists of this natioii were 
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much encouraged and heightened by a correspon- 
dence and confederacy with that brotherhood in 
Scotland ; so tliat here they became so bold, that 
one told the Queen openly in a sermon, " She 
" was like an untamed heifer, that would not be 
ruled by God's people, but obstructed his dis- 
cipline'." And in Scotland they were more 
confident, for there they declared her an 









* Mr. Edward Dcrino^ a puritan^ the author of a book written 
in defence of Bishop Jewel's " Apology," against Harding. He 
dates this work, April 2, 1 5G8, from Christ's College, Cambridge, 
and dedicates it to Thomas Wotton, his countryman, " a poson 
** then of great learning and religion, as well as wealth, in Kent." 
(Siryts Annals,) — He is commended as a tndy religious man, 
whose liappy death was suitable to the purity and integrity of his 
life. ( Grangers Biogr, Hist, Vol, I, p,2l 5, J " Once preach- 
ing before Queen Elisabeth, he told her, that when in perse* 
cution under her sister Queen Mary, her motto was ' tanquam 
" ovis,' as a sheep ; but now it might be * tanquam indomita 
" juvenca,' as an untamed heifer. But surely the Queen still 
" retained much of lier ancient motto ' as a eheep,' in that she 
patiently endured so public (and conceived causeless) reproof 
in inflicting no punishment upon him, save commanding him 
to forbear further preaching at the Court." 

{Fuller's Church History.) 

"* " The Bihhops liave long deceived and seduced her Majesty 
" aud her people." (Marlins Epistle X, 53.^ The Queen was 
compared to Jeroboam, Ahab, Jehoram, A has, Gideon, Nadab, 
Saul, Jehu, Asa, and Jeho^aphat, in those points whereby tliey 
offended God, and she was threateneil by their examples, in that 
liaving begun so well, she did not proceed to set up Christ's 
Icipgdom thoroughly. 

Z4 
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Atheist "*, and grew to such a height as not to be ac- 
countable for any thing spoken against her ; no» nor 
for treason agsunst their own King, if spoken in the 
pulpit ' ; showing at last such a disobedience even 
to him» that Iiis mother being in England^ and 
then in distress and in prison, and in danger of 
death, the church denied the King their prayers 
for her; and at another time, when he had ap- 
pointed a day of feasting, tlieir church declared for 
a general fast, in opi>osition to his authority '. 
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" The case is famous of Mr. David Blake, miniilcr of Sl 
Andrews, who had said in his sermon, ** that the King had di^ 
'' covered the treachery of his heart in admitting the Popish Loids 
" into the country : that all Kings were the devil's bunu ; thtf 
'' the devil was in the Court and in the guidert of iL** Aad ■ 
his prayer for the Queen he used these words : ** We bimC pnj 
" for her for faslnon's sake, but we have no cause, she will 
do us any good." He said that "the Queen of 
(Queen £lizal>cth) was an Atheist ; that the Loida of ll^ 
Session were niiiicreants and bribers; that the Nobilitj mr 
" degenerated, godless, dissemblers, and enemies to the cfanich; 
^ that the Council were holliglassc^ cormorants, and men of 
" no religion." 

CA fair Warning to take heed of the Scottish DucipBme, 4^- 
1649, /). 13. 14. See aUo Spotsmnd's Hisimy ^ tki 
Church of Scot/and, />. ^'iO.J 

> See " Bishop 8poUwood'» Hi«tory of tJie Church of SooCkBd," 
p. 4*2.3, &c. 

' *' In the year loSi Monsieur !e Mot, a Knight of the (kirn 
" of the Iluly (ihast, with an associate, were sent ma 
" from France into Sititland. The niiniKters of Ediaboi^gfa 
" proving not his mcbvAge, though merely dvil, inveigh in 
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To this height they were grown in both nations, 
and by these means there was distilled into the 
minds of the common people such other venomous 
and turbulent principles, as were inconsistent with 
the safety of the church and state; and these 
vented so daringly, that, beside the loss of life and 
limbs, the church and state were both forced 
to use such other severities as will not admit 
of an excuse, if it had not been to prevent confusion 
and the perilous consequences of it ; which, with- 
out such prevention, would in a short time have 
brought unavoidable ruin and misery to this 
numerous nation. 

These errors and animosities were so remarkably 
that they begot wonder in an ingenious Italian, 



*' pulpiu bitterly agminst him, calling his ' white cron the hedge 
** of Antichrist/ and himaelf ' the ambassador of e murdcNr/ 
The King was ashamed, but did not know bow to lielp it 
The Ambassadors wore discontented, and desired to be gone. 
The King, willing to preserve the andent amity between the 
two crowns, and to dismiss the Ambassadors with content, 
requires tlie Magistrates of Edinburgh to ftast them at their 
** departure: so they did; but to hinder this feast, upon the 
Sunday preceding, the ministers proclaim a fast to be kept the 
same day the feast was appointed ; and to detain the people all 
day at church, the three preachers make three sermons^ one 
after another without intermission, thundering out cursei 
against the Magistrates and Noblemen which waited upon the 
" Ambassadors by the King's appointment. Neither stayed 
*' they here, but pursued the Magistrates with the censures of 
** the church for not observing the fast by them prochymed." 
(A fair Warning to take heed rf the ScoUbh DMpline, ^. 
p. 25. Sec also SfUtnmte Bisimy, p. 92^. J 
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wlio being about this time come newly into thi« 
nation, writ scofTingly to a friend in his own 
country, '• That the common people of Kn^jland 
•* were wiser than the wisest of his nation ; for 
" here the verj' women and shopkeepers were able 
** to judge of predestination, and determine what 
•* laws were fit to be made coneeniing church- 
•• government ; then, what were fit to l>e obeyed or 
« abolished. That they were more able (or at least 
*- thought so) to raise and determine ])er|)lexed cases 
" of conscience, than the most learned C^iUeges in 
** It<dy. That men of the sliglitest lesiming, and the 
'' most ignorant of the common people, were mad 
*' for a new, or sujx?r, or re-reformation of religion ; 
*' and that in this they ap|K'ared like tliat man, who 
" would never cease to whet and whet his krnfe, 
'* till there was no steel lefl to make it usefuL" 
And he (*oncIuded his letter with this obscn'ation, 
•' that those very men that were most busy in 
*' op{)ositions, and disputations and controverMC^ 
^' and finding out the faults of their govemon^ 
*' had usually the least of humility and niCNtificfr' 
•• tioii, or of the |K)wer of godliness.*" 

And to heighten all these discontents and dan- 
gers, there was also sprung up a generatioD of 
gcnlless men ; men that had so long given way to 
their own lusts and delusions; and had so often 
and so highly opi>osed the blessed motions of 
the biesscil Spirit, and the inward light of their 
own consciences, that they had thereby ainned 
themselves to a belief of what they would, but 
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Tidt able to believe : into a belief which is repug- 
nant even to human nature (for the heathens 
believe there are many gods) ; but these have 
sinned themselves into a belief, that there is no 
God ; and so finding nothing in themselves, but 
wliat is worse than nothing, began to wish what 
they were not able to hope for, " that they should 
" be like the beasts that perish ;** and in wicked 
company (whidi is the Atheist's sanctuary) were so 
bold as to say so : though the worst of mankind, 
when he is left alone at midnight, may wish, but 
cannot then think it. Into this wretched, this repro- 
bate condition, many had then sinned themselves. 
- And now, when the church was pestered with 
them, and with all these c^er irregularities ; when* 
her lands were in danger of alienation, her powa: 
at least neglected, and her peace torn in pieces by 
several scliisms, and such heresies as do usually 
attend that sin ; when the common people seemed 
ambitious of doing those very things which were 
attended with most dangers, tliat thereby they 
might be punished, and then applauded and 
pitied ; when they called the spirit of opposition a 
tender conscience, and complained of persecution, 
because they wanted power to persecute others ; 
when the giddy multitude raged, and became rest- 
less to find out misery for themselves and others ; 
and the rabble would herd themselves together, 
and endeavour to govern and act in spite of 
authority. In this extremity, fear, and danger of 
the church and state^ when to suppress the grow- 
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ijig evils of both, they needed a man of prudenee 
and piety, and of a high and fearless fortitude, 
they were blessed in all by John Whitgift hb 
being made Archbishop of Canterbury ; of whom 
ingenious Sir Henry Wotton (tliat knew him well) 
hath left this true character ' ; ** That he was a man 
'' of a reverend and sacred memory, and of the 
<* primitive temper ; a man of such a temper, as 

when the church by lowliness of spirit did flourish 

in highest examples of virtue.** 

And though I dare not luidertake to add to his 
character, yet I shall neither do right to this dis- 
course, nor to my reader, if I forbear to give him a 
iiirther and short account of the life and manners 
of this excellent man ; and it shall be sluHt, for I 
long to end this digression, tliat I may lead my 
reader hack to Mr. Hooker, where we left him at 
the Temple V 

John Whitgift was bom in the county of 
Lincoln, of a family ^ that was ancient and noted 






> See " Reliquin Woitoniaiur/' p. 1 7*2. 

* Isaac Walton* epiume of the life of Dr. Whitgift. ia tivlj 

excellent 

" a hand or eye 

" By Hilyard drawne, ia worth a hiitorj 

" By a worse painter made." Dil Dovxb. 

^ WiiiToirT wa.% descended firom an ancient fiunOj in York- 
shire, resident at Uliitgifl, a town in the WesURiding of ihrt 
county. He was educated under a paternal ncie, Bob«t 

Whitgift. 
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to be prudent and affable, and gentle by nature. 
He was educated in Cambridge ^ ; much of his 
learning was acquired in Pembroke-Hall, where 
Mr. Bradford ** the martyr was his tutor : from 
thence he was removed to Peter-House * ; from 
thence to be Master of Pembroke-Hall ; and from 
thence to the Mastership of Trinity College. 
About which time the Queen made him her 
Chaplain, and not long after Prebendary of Ely» 
and then Dean of Lincoln ; and having for many 



Wbitgift, Abbot of a monastery in LinoolnBhire^ from whom he 
often heard the following prophetic dedaration : " That they 
" and their religion could not long continue ; because/ said he^ 
<' I have read the whole Scripture over and over, and could 
^ never 6nd therein that our religion was founded by God :" 
And to support his opinion the Abbot would allege that 9uyipg 
of our Saviour, " Every plant which my heavenly Father bath 
" not planted shall be rooted out" Mait. xv. 13. 

« He was first admitted of Queen's College. He afterward 
removed to Pembroke-HaU, the Master of that College at that 
time being Bishc^ Ridley. 

^ As holy a man as any who lived in his time, and learned 
alsa Of hira see •' Fox's Book of Martyr's/* and " FuUer^s 
" Abel redivivus," p. 179. 

* Dr. Whitgift was the great restorer of order and disciplme 
in the University. In 1562 he was appointed Lady Margaret's 
Professor of Divinity, the salary of the Professorship being, on 
account of his extraordinary merit, augmented from twenty 
marks to twenty pounds. He did not continue Master of 
Pembroke-Hall above three months, being appointed Master of 
Trinity College, July 4> 1567> on the death of Dr. Beaumont 

To 
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years past looked upon him with much reverence 
and favour, gave him a fair testimony of both, by 
giving him the Bishopric of Worcester, and (which 
was not an usual favour) forgiving him his first 
fruits ; then by constituting him Vice-president of 
the principality of Wales. And having for sevenl 
years experimented his wisdom, his justice, and 
moderation in the manage of her affairs in both 
these places, she, in the twenty-sixth year of her 
reign, made him Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
not long after, of her Privy Council ; and trusted 
him to manage all lier ecclesiastical affairs and 
preferments. In all which removes, lie was like 
the ark, which left a blessing ui)on the place where 
it rested ; and, in all his employments, was like 
Jehoisida that did good unto Israel. 

These were the steps of this Bishop^s ascensioii 
to this place of dignity and cares ; in which place 
(to speak Mr. Camden\s very words, in his 
•* Annals"), ** he devoutly consecrated both hb 
" whole life to (iixl, and his painful labours to the 
" good of his duirch." And yet in this place he 
met with many oppositions in the regulation cf 



To tliis good prcUtc has licen applied what was laid of the 
Honinn Fabiul: 

" L'riiis homo nobis cunctando restituit rem : 

'* Ergo p('>stc|ue magisquc %'iri nunc gloria clarK." 

Fuller tolls u«. tliat Whit^riA's finger mo^-rd more in chnrdi 
matters, tluui the hands of all the prii'y cotmwilort besides. 
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church affairs, which were much disordered at his 
entrance, by reason of the age and remissness ^ of 
Bishop Grindal (his immediate predecessor), the 
activity of the Nonconformists, and their chief 
assistant the Earl of Leicester ; and indeed by too 
many others of the like sacrilegious principles. 
With these he was to encounter ; and though he 
wanted neither courage nor a good cause, yet he 
foresaw, that without a great measure of the 
Queen's favour, it was impossible to stand in the 
breach that was made into the lands and immuni- 



tt 



^ Rather, according to Strype, '' by reason of hiB siupensian or 
sequestration which he lay under (together with the Queen's 
displeasure) for some years when the ecclesiastical affairs were 
managed by certain Civilians." During the latter part of his 
life Archbishop Grindal was confined to his house^ and seques- 
tercd for a non-compliance with the directions of the Queen^ 
when she ordered him to forbid the exercises and prophecies whidi 
were then much practised by the Puritans. He became totaUy 
blind in 1582. The resignation of his Archbishopric being 
frequently urged by her Majesty, was delayed from time to time> 
until broken down with infirmity he died July 6> 15SS> aged 

^ years. Though he has been blamed for holding the reins 

too loose in respect to the Puritans, and for his slackness in the 
government of the affairs of the church, yet this has been con-* 
sidered as too severe a charge. HoUingshead says of him^ 
" That he was so studious^ that his book was his biide, and his 
study his bride-chamber, wherein he spent both his eye-sii^h^ 
his strength, and his health." — In iatsX, he was a person of 
mild manners, and of singular moderation, and very unwilling to 
have recourse to extremities. Hence the Puritans claimed him 
as their ovm, though in realiQr no one was ever more sincerely 
attached to the Church of England. 
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ties of the church, or to maintain the remaining 
rights of it. And therefore by justifiable Mcred 
insinuations, such as St. Paul to Agrippa 
('' Afi^ippa, believest thou ? I know thou be- 
" lievest"), he wrought himself into so great a 
degree of favour with her, as, by his pious use of 
it, hath got both of them a greater degree of fiune 
in this world, and of glory in that into which 
they are now entered. 

His merits to the Queen, and her favours to him 
were such, that she called him her little bbEek 
husband \ and called //i.v servants her servants: 
and she saw so visible and blessed a sincerity 
shine in all his cares and endeavours for tl^ 
churches and for her good, that she was auppoKd 
to trust him with the very secrets of her soul, and 
to make him her confessor, of which she gave 
many fair testimonies; and of which one 



' Whitgift's name ^ave occasion to tlie Queen to 
descant upon him, exprp«!>ivc of her re^anl, calling hbn " kcr 
" Uliite inWr Mr. liuj^rh Hrouf(ht«in styled him « Archbukp 
*' Leucudoro ;" and with the name allusion the following 

were written: 



" (}uik1 paci, Uliit^NtU^ faves studii^que 
" Dct till! |Mcis ainans Candida dtma DeuO 

Ami u scholar at Oxfunl composed tlii» e]iitaph upoa him 

" Candida dona tihi. \Vhite|r>'fte, mint nomen ct 
'* Nomen habes niwis nunc inRcriptum ergo bptlKsi 
" Et atola pro nieritus rcdditur alba tuin" 
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••That she would never eat* flesh** in Lient, 
^ without obtaining a license from her little 
^ black husband :** And would often say» '• she 
^pitied him because she trusted him, and 
•* had eased herself by hiring die burthen of 
^^ all her clergy-cares upon his shoulders, whidi, 
*^ she was certain, he managed with prudence and 
•• piety .*• 

I shall not keep myself within the promised 
rules of brevity in this account of his interest with 
her Majesty, and her care <^ the church's rights, 
if in this digression I should enlarge to particulars ; 
and therefore my desire is, that one example may 
•rve for a testimony of both. And that the 
reader may the better understand it, he may take 
notice, that not many years before his being made 
Archbishop, there passed an act ' or acts <^ Pariia- 
ment, intending the better preservatic^ of diurch- 
lands, by recalling a power which was vested in 
others to sell or lease them, by lodging and trust- 
ing the future care and protection of them only in 
the crown ; and amongst many that made a bad 
use of this power or trust of the Queen's, the Earl 



^ Liceiues were granted at that time bj the ArcUbiftho])^ uf 
Canterbury for a man to eat flesh and white meats^ even during 
his whole life ; but with this proviso^ *' he do it soberly and 
'* frugally, cautiously, and avoiding public scandal as much a^ 
" might be." 

' 1 EUz. cap. 19. 

Vol. I. A a 
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<^f Leic^Kter '" was oiie : aiid the good Bidiop 
liaving by his interest with lier Mfyenty put a flop 
to the EarVs sacrilegious designs, they two §^ 
tx> an open o])position before her ; after which they 
both quitted the room, not friends in i^pearanee. 
But the Bishop made a sudden and seasonable r^ 
turn to her ftlajesty (for he found her alone), and 
spake to her with great humility and reverenoe^ 

and to this purpose * : 

I beseech your Majesty to hear me with 
patience, and to believe tliat your*a and tke 
<• churcirs safety are dearer to me than my Ufib 
^* but my conscience dearer tlian both ; and thoi^ 
^ fore give me leave to do my duty, and tdl yoy^ 
*' that princes are deputed nursing frthera of the 
*' cliurch, and owe it a protection ; and thenfat 
'' God forbid tliat you should be so much as 
<< passive in her niin, when you may pnercaftit; 
^* or that I should l)ehold it without honor and 
<< detestation ; or should forbear to tell yaar 
'' Majesty of the sin and danger. And thmifh 
** you and inysi^lf urc born in an age of fiaOtia^ 
<^ when tile primitive piety and care <^ the chiiidi*s 
^' lands and ininiunities are much decayed ; jrcL 



^ This nobleman professeil a great detire of unitj ! 
church, and yet vroA an earnest patron of Cartwright and 
of the Puritan strain. lie preferred Cartwright to the MmIi 
khip of hid Hospital, founded by him at Warwick. fSl^jft^J 

' This nnimated speech was delivered before the 
in 1 j78, when Whttgitl wat Bishop of W4 
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^ Miidam, let me beg that you will but first con* 
** nder, and then you will believe there are such 
^ rins as profaneitess and 8acrilq;e : for if diere 
'« W€te not) they could not have names in holy 
^ writ ; and paiticulariy in the New Testament 
^ And I beseedi you to consider, that thou^ our 
<« Saviour said, < He judged no man ;' and to 
^ testify it, would not judge nor divide the In- 
^ heritance betwixt the two bnethren, n<Mr would 
** judge the woman taken in adultery, yet in this 
^ point of the church's rights, he was so aealous, 
^ that he made himsdf both the accuser and the 
*' judge, and the executioner to punish^ these siUs ; 
^ witnessed, in that he himself made the whip t6 
^ drive the profiiners out of the Temple, over- 
•« threw the tables of the money-changers, and 
•* drove them out of it. And consider, that it Was 
•" St. Paul that said to those Christians of his tbne 
•« that were oflSmded with idoktry, yet, « Thou 
** that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege T 
^ supposing, I think, sacrilege to be the greater 
'^ sin. This may occasion your Majesty to con- 
^ sider, that there is such a sin as sacrilege; and to 
** indine you to prevent the curse that will follow 
^ it : I beseech you also to consider, that Constan- 
« tine ■ the first Christian Emperor, and Helena ■ 



tt 



- See " Ant. Univein. Hisloiy," Vol. XV. p. 564^ 569. 
Hooker's Works/' Vol. III. p. 248> Oxford edit. 1793. 

• " Ant Univers. Hist" Vol. H. p. i06. 
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'' his niotlicr ; that King Edgar \ and Edward the 
'* Confessor % and indeed many otlien of your 
** predecessors, and many private Christiana, have 
^ also given to God and to his church much land* 
** and many immunities, which they might have 
<' given to those of their own families, and did noC 
^* but gave tlieui as an absolute right and Mcrifiop 
** to God : And with tliese immunities and lands 
*^ they have entailed a curse upon ttie alienaton of 
" them ; God prevent your Majesty fiom beiiig 
** liable to that curse. 

And to make you that are trusted with their 
preservation the better to understand the dagger 
«' of it, I beseech you, forget not that, hendes 
" these curses, the church's land and power have 
'' been also endeavoured to be preserved, as frr as 
*< human reason, and tlie law of this natioDt have 
been able to preser\'e them, by an ■mfni*dia*f 
and most sacred obligation on the conscienoei ef 
tlie princes of this realm. For they that ccosuh 
^ ]Magna Cliarta shall find, that as all your pie* 
" decessors were at their coronation, so you alio 
were swoni before all the nobility and bishops 
then present, and in the presence of (knI, and in 
his stead to him that anointed yuu« to maimtmin 
** the church land6\ and the rights belongimg fa 
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^ See <' Collier's Eodesiutical History." Vol. 1. p. \%X 
» rbid. Vol I. p. 227, 229- 
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it "> ; and this testified openly at the h<Ay altar, 
by laying your hands on the Bible then lying 
upon it And not only Magna Charta, but 
many modem statutes have denounced a curse 
upon those that break Magna Charta. And 
*' now what account can be given for the breach 
^ of this oath at the last great day» either by your 
Majesty or by me, if it be wilfully or but negli- 
gently violated, I know not 

And therefore, good Madam, let not tlie late 
^ Ix)rd's exceptions against the fiulings of some 
•• few clergymen prevail with you to punish pos- 
terity for the errors of this present age; let 
particular men suiFer for their particular errors, 
^ but let God and his church have their right: 
«* And though I pretend not to prophesy, yet 
^ I beg posterity to take notice of what is abeady 
** become visible in many fiunilies ; That chuich- 
** land, added to an ancient inheritance, hath 
*' proved like a moth fretting a garment, and 
^ secretly consumed both : or like- the eagle that 
stole a coal Irom the altar, and thereby set her 
nest on fire, which consumed both her young 
eagles, and herself that stole it \ And, though 









« The first Mtide of Blagna CharU is 'i Que les Egliset de 
^ Engleterre aerunt fnndics ct aient les dreitures firancfaei, ci 
" enteriiies^ et plenieret." 

' 'lliid beautiful apologue is taken with some alterations Atm 
<' JEMvp'% Fable of the Fox and the Eagle."— Apposite to this 
parage are the remarks in a very scarce and curious tract, 

AaS ynittm 
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** I shall forbear to speak reproachfully of your 
" father, yet I beg you to take notice, that a part of 
'' the church's rights, added to the vast treasure kft 
'' him by his father, hath been conceived to faring 
** an unavoidable consumption upon both, notwitb- 
** standing all his diligence to preserve it. 
** And consider, that after the violation of those 
iws, to which he had sworn in Magna Charta, 
jkxl did so far deny him his restraining grace, 
** that he fell into greater sins than I am willmg to 
** mention. Madam, religion is the foundation 
** and cement of human societies : and when thrv 
'* that serve at G<id*s dtar shall be expoaed to 
'' poverty, then religion itself will be ezpoaed to 
'' scorn, and become contemptible ; aa you may 
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irrfttm by Mr. Rphraim Udall. and entitled " Noli 
Jjomlom, l(>43. " And it if a thing to >w thoi^ht c 
*' ant lent Ikinilies («ii Kirae intclligmt men have 
** inherited the lands of their anocstfirs, langS serie rfiidbrff d 
" mqjoribtu ; when they took in some of the ipaifei 
" tithes and g1el)e by the rtatute of diMolation, thnr 
" quickly ipiietl out the olil ponefvon of them as a 
<* thinfc. the bread of God proving an the bivad oTdaeiit, 
•' in their teeth ; and the portion of Ciod'a ministcri 
like antimony or some ^ucli imyson, that dranlK hilo the 
htomacke provokes i«uch a nauceous abhorrence in it, ihrt iC 
never rests till it hath einptitil itwif both of the poyaon tks 
*' troubiei it, and of wliat^oever else before by qniedy mA 
•• inofrmiiii'ely therein. I could then-fore wish tlMK all aar 
*- gentry would preM*r\'e their inheritances without ruin to thfir 
" pivitirity, Wfiiild beware they bring not any spoilrs of the 
•' churt-li into tlit-ir hmiM-s, Ir^ they lie spoyled by thca: Ibr 
'' they nrr like the* englf'^ fcathcrt by which the .T ^yp t i — hi 
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^ already observe in too many poor Tioamges in 
** this nation. And therefore^ as you are by a late 
^ act or acts entrusted with a great power to pre- 
** serve or waste the church's lands ; yet dispose of 
^ them for Jesus' sake as the donors intended : 
«' LfCt neither falsehood nor flattery beguile you to 
^ do otherwise, and put a stop, I beseech you, to 
^ the approaching ruins of God's church, as you 
** expect comfort at the last great day ; for Kings 
** must be judged. Pardon this affectionate plain- 
^ ness, my most dear Sovereign, and let me beg to 
-"^ be still continued in your &vour, and the Lord 
^* still continue you in his." 

The Queen's patient hearing this affisctionate 
i^peech, her future care to preserve the cburch's 
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** their Ueraglyphidu ngnifie permitmm paUmiiM / fat tkey an 
nid to OQDMime all fiMthcrs mmmg whidi they ave mingWrij 
as Pierius i«lateth of them. And to preserve them from this 
sin, that thof would have a tabid hang up almaies in the dtning^ 
roomc where they ordinarily take their repast, in which should be 
** drawne an aliar with Jlesk and fire tm ii fat sm crffic e , with an 
** 09gk ready to take taing^ having in her tabms a piece effietk with 
" a Immiug coaic at it, and something beside ii, amd higher thou 
** the altar a tall tree with an eagUs nest in it, and the heads ifhtr 
*' young ones discoi*ered above the nest, and the nest flaming with 0, 
** Ughtjtre about them, with this inscription over the altar, nou me 

<* TAVOBRB NB TB BT TVOS PBBDAM. Fot things heionghg §0 

** the altar will certainly prone a snare to devourers of themT'^ 

(Pi^ S8,) This subject is fully dvicussed in Dr. Seuth's 

twelve sermoBs, printed in 16112, p. %ag, 345 ; and by Sir Henry 
SpaUaan, in <' The Histofy and Pale of Sacrilege, diso9S«ed hy 
<' £iamples of Scripkump of Heathens^ and of ChriskiaBs, from 
** the Beginning of the World, condnaally to this Day.** 

A a4 
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rights, which till then had been neglected, may ap 
pear a fair testimony, that he made her's aiid the 
church's good, the chicfest of his cares, and that 
she also thought so. And of this, there were such 
daily testimonies given, as begot betwixt them lo 
mutual a joy and confidence, that they seemed 
born to believe and do good to each other ; she 
not doubting his piety to Ix? more tlian all his op- 
])oscrs, which were many, and those powerful too ; 
nor his prudence equal to the chicfest of her 
council, who were then as remarkable for active 
wisdom, as those dangerous times did require, or 
this nation did ever enjoy. And in this condition he 
continued twenty years, ui which time he saw tome 
flowuigs, but many more ebbings of her fiivour to- 
ward all men tliat opposed him, especially the 
Earl of Leicester : so tliat God seemed still to keep 
him in her favour, that he might preserve the 
remaining church lands and immunities firam 
sacrilegious alienations. ^Vnd this good man de^ 
ser\'ed all the honour and power with whidi she 
tnisted him ; fur he was a pious man, and n atunJy 
of noble and grateful principles : He eased her of 
all her church-cares by his wise manage of them * ; 
lie gave her faithful and prudent counsels in all the 
€*\tremities and dangers of her temporal 



* Mr. HiNikcT gave this character of Wliitgift. " He ahrayv 
** ^ntvcriutl %iith that modenition, which uaeth hjr 
" HUpprvss lM»ldiiesii, and to make them cunquer thaft 
'• whidi 1 think well suited whh hia poe^y or motto^ 

Q\i lATiTi'B. • {Sir G. PtfW* Life of Wkkpfl^ ^ tS.J 
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whidi were very many ; he lived to be the chief 
comfort of her life in her declining age ; to be 
then most frequently with her, and her assistant 
at her private devotions ; to be the greatest com- 
fort of her soul upon her death-bed ; to be present 
at the expiration of her last breath, and to behold 
tlie closing of tliose eyes that had long looked up- 
on him witli reverence and afiection. And let 
this also be added, tliat he was her chief mourner 
at her sad funeral ; nor let this be forgotten, that 
within a few hours after her death, he was the 
happy proclaimer, that King James (her peaceful 
successor) was heir to the crown. 

Let me beg of my reader, that he allow me to 
say a little, and but a little more of this good 
Bishop, and I shall then presently lead him back 
to Mr Hooker ; and, because I would hasten, I 
will mention but one part of the Bishop's charity 
and humility ; but this of both. He built a large 
alms-house near to his own palace at Croyden in 
Surry, and endowed it with maintenance for a 
master and twenty-eight poor men and women ; 
which he visited so often, that he knew their 
names and dispositions, and was so truly humbled, 
that he called them brothers and sisters: And 
whenever the Queen descended to that lowliness 
to dine with him at his palace in Lambeth^ 



< Archbishop Grindal fell so soon unda* the displeasure of 
Queen Elisabeth, the very year after his trandatioii from York 
to Canterbury^ that it is probable she never honoured him with 
any visit at Croyden. (Pf^grmet of Queen Ekmbeih, FoT. I.p.65.J 

Sir 
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(which was very often), he would vtmuJij d» 
next day show the like lowliness to his poor 
brothers and sisters at Croyden \ and dine wiA 
them at his hospital; at which time you nay 
believe there was joy at the taUe. 

And at this place he built also a fair fipe e ^ s cl i o d , 
with a good accommodation and maintenanoe for 
the master and scholars ; which gave just 
for Boyse Sisi, then ambassador for the 
King, and resident here, at the Bishop'k dea th, 
say, ** The Bishop had published many 
<< books, but a free-sdiool to train up youth, nd 
'' an hospital to lodge and muntain aged and poor 
^ people, were the best evidences of Chiifltian 
^ learning that a Bishop could leave to pu s toi t y *.* 
This good Bishop lived to see King Janea aetiM 



Sir Cicorge Paul iiironii<( us, that Archbiihop Whhgift 
tainfd the Qucvn rvery jear at one of his hoiim, ■> loiy m fte 
was Aichlmhop, and aomc yoirs twicv or thrior; 
thiiigs were performed in so seemly an erdir, iIhS 
thenoe always exceedingly well pleased: And 
public and gniciaus favours done unto him, she wonld 
him and bid him farewell by the name of black 
alflo his men krr serranis, m a token of her good 
with their attaidanoe and pwMi (UfivfWkltgifi^p. IML^ 

^ The Archbishop's nott noble foundalMQ of bb 
school, and chapel at Cniyden. was finished in 1594i. 




u 



' " IVofecto hospiiale nd sublevandam pan 

ad initruendain juventutcn sonl optimi hhri, 

oopui oonscribctv poluit* (PmttM Ufe^WkJUg^^fk 
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in peace, and then fell sick at Lambeth'; of 
which the King having notice, went to viait him, 
and found him in his bed in a declining ODndition» 
and very weak ; and after some short discourse, the 
king assured him, '' He had a great affection for 
** him, and high value for his prudence and virtues, 
** which were so uscftd ibr the church, that he 
** would earnestly beg his life of God.** To whidi 
he replied, ** Pro ecclesia Dei ; pro ecdesia Dei • ;** 
which were the last words he ever spake ; therein 
testifying, that as in his life, so at his death, his 
chiefest care was of God's churdi. 

This John Whitgift was made ArchUshcp in 
the year 1 583. In whidi busy place he continued 
twenty years and some months; and in 
time you may believe, he had many trials of 



T HewM at oourtth^firatSuzidayinlxnt^wbai^beiqgMisad 
with a paralytic stroke thai delved him of hit qpeecfaybewaa firil 
carried to the Lord Trtaiurer'a chamber, and then eonvcjred to 
Lambeth. " On Tueaday/' aays SCryp^ '' he had the honour of 
a vUit from the King, who, out of a aeoae of the gnat need he 
ghould have of him at this particular juncture (now be had 
Uid such a scheme for reformation), told him be would pray 
to God for his life, and if he could obtain it, he should think 
** it one of the greatest tempoial blftsitigs that could be given 



€( 



u k.«» 11^ Jug kuiffdom. 



s Thus died this great prelate, full of 7eaBra,andfttllof hMMur, 
actuated to the laat moment of baa lift with that aeal wIuGh ani* 
mate<l the illustrious Father Pattl« whan upon hia.deathwbed, to 
braathe out his last pmyee for his oonntiyj in theM memorable 
worclK, <' Esto perpetua." Yet it bee bwi «fiia«l that this 

distinguished 
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courage and patience ; but his motto was, *< Viiicit, 
** qui patitur ;** i. e. " He conquers that endures." 
And he made it good. Many of his nuuiy triab 
were occasioned by the then powerful Eaii of 
l^icester, who did still (but secretly) niae and 
cherish a faction of Nonconformists to oppose him : 
especially one Thomas Cartwright, a man of noted 
learning; some time contemporary with the 



distinguished onuunent of the Reformation excited 
agaiiut the Puritans with so un feeling a hand, and ao Jmr 
hh legal power, that upon the Queen's demise he began lo bt 
terribly frighted at the approach of King James's first P 
and it is probable enough his appreheugians katiemtd kit 
f Preface to the Jirtf Edition of the Confe*nomals. J Let k be 
remcml)ered that he was 73 years of age at the time of faiadiHM; 
so that it may not be thought quite so probable tba/L be sKcd flf ■ 
friglit. (lis lasit words, as related by Strypej ce t taiii l 
naiico a tliffcrcnt opinion, '* Kt nunc, Domine« ezaltala 
'* mea, quiKl in eo tem]K)re Miccubui, quando mallem 
" mci rcdderc rationein quiim inter homines excm 
•' soul i^ lifted up, that I dip in a time wherein I had 
" up to God an account of my bishopric than 
" cxerciw it among men." To him we may anvrij 
was said of Augustine : " O virum ad tothia c cc haii 
«' utilitatem natum, factum, datumqne divimtua." " 
** Rtrovc," says Wilson, in his ' History of the Life 
< James I.' "to prevail over the Puritans with 
f^cHileness ; and died in David's fulness of day% l e a f im a 
like a sweet perfume, behind him."—-" He waa • ■ 
for the benefit of his*country and good of hu drai^ 
he ruled with such moderation, as he cont imi ed in Ma 
' favour all his life, suppressuig such new aeda aa in I 
bcf;an to rise, as by his learned work written by Mm 
»uch schisms does appear." (Stow,) 
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Bishop in Cambridge, and of the same College % 
of wliich Dr. Whitgift, before he was Bishop, was 
Master : in which place there began some emula- 
tions (the particulars I forbear), and at last open 
and high oppositions betwixt them ; and in which 



■ Cartwrioht was excluded fWnn his FellowBhip of Trinity 
OiUege for breaking a statute of that College, in not taking holy 

orders upon him in due time. (Slrypt^t Whilgi/l, p, VJ.) 

He was Lady Margaret's Professor in Divinity in 1569. This 
dignity he enjoyed a short time, being suspended Tot maintaining 
dangerous tenets concerning the governme nt and discipline of 
the Qiurch. He was highly esteemed among the Presbyterians^ 
having received an invitation to be Divinity Professor, along 
with Mr. Travers, in the University of St. Andrew's in Scotland. 
A signal proof of his opposition to the customs and usages 
established in the church is given by Sir George Ptol, in his 

" Life of Whitgift," p. 11. " Upon a Sunday Dr. Whitgift, 

** the Master of Trinity Collie, being from home, Mr.Cartwri^t, 
" with some of his adherents, made three sermons in that one 
" day, wherein they so vehemently inveighed, amongst other 
*' ceremonies of our church, against the surplice, as those of 
** Trinity College were so moved therewith, that at evening 
** pnjer they cast off their surplices, though against the statutes 
" of the house, and were all placed in the chapel without surplice, 
'' three only excepted. By reason of which stirs, both that 
** private College was greatly distracted, and the whole Univer- 
'^ sity much perplexed and troubled."— —-Of the controversy 
betM'cen Archbifihop Whitgifl and Mr. Cartwrigfat, the latter of 
whom objected to the lituigy and to the form and manner of 
cathedral ser\ice, and particularly " to the tossing the PsaUna 
" from one side to the other, like tennis balls ;" for thus he 
denominates the practice €€ choral and aiitiphonal singing. See 
Sir John Hawking* Hui. of Music, FoL III. p. 491, 49^. 

When the Nonconformists were undetermined which of them 
ahoukl undertake to answer " WhitgifVs Beply," Mr. Cartwright 
was chosen for that cmpbyment by lot. 
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venies, but indine lib hearers to piety and modem- 
tkm: and this promise he kept during his life^ 
which ended 1608, the Ardibishop surviving him 
but one year, each ending his dajrs in parfiKSt 
charity with the other ^ 

And now after this long digresdofi, made for 
the information of my reader conoeming what 



tlMft in 1585 he reiiised to give it ^ I am content tnd vM^y to 
" be at peace with him, so long as he liviith psaoeably ; yeidoth 
" mj oonacience and dutj Ibfhid me lo give imlo him any 
'' further public approbatioBj until I be better persoaded of his 
*' conformity." 

CLeiler of JVhitgiJi to the Eati cfLeicaier, Jufy 17, 15S5.> 

« And thus should all eontroveraies end ; or vather, if there 
must be oontroversiea, thus sliould they oonunenoe, and be caom 
ducted with mutual charity and mutual forbearance. If truth 
and not victory be the object of pursnit, why ahould the topic of 
debate be canvassed with animosity or penooal tnveGtiTef 
Thomas Cartwright, the Archbiahop'a old anti^ooiaty waa alive 
in l60l, and grew rich at his hospital at Warwick, preadiing at 
the chapel there, saith my author, very temperately according to 
the promise made by liim to the Archbishop. Whidi mildness 
of liis some ascribed to his old age and more experience. But 
the litter end of next year he deceased, out-lived little above twn 
months by the Archbishop, who yet was much hia elder in yeara. 
And now at the end of Cartwrighf s life to take our leave of him 
with a fairer character, it is remarkable what a noble and learned 
man (Sir II. Velverton) writes of some of hia last wordi;*— 
" Tk4U ht serumily lamenUd the uumeceuary inmbkt he had mmufd 
" ui the Church, by the schism he had been the great fameater of, 
'' amd wished to begkt his life agaiu, thai he msght te^ to Me 
*< world the dislike he had rf his forwstr myv;" and in thie opinion 
he died. rStrype's LffetffVhilgiJi^p.SO^J 
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follows, I bring liim back to the venenble Mr. 
Hooker, where we left him in the Temple, and 
where we shall find him as deeply engaged in a 
controversy with Walter Travers'', a friend and 
favourite of Mr. Cartwright's, as Dr. Whitgift had 
ever been with Mr. Cartwright himself; and of 
which, I shall proceed to give this foUowing 

account. 

And first this, that though the pens of Mr. 
Cartwright and Dr. Whitgifl were now at mt, 
and had been a great while, yet there was sprung 
up a new generation of restless men, that by com- 
pany and clamours became possessed of a fiuth 



' Walter Travers, formerly Fellow of Triiutj CoBefr, 
Cambridge, was called by Fuller, " the Neck," mm CBrtwrfgltf 
was tenned by him " the Head, of the Pkvfbjtcrim paty." 
They were intimate friends and joint preachers to the EagUl 
Factory at Antwerp. When Travers came into EngUndp he m 
appointed chaplain to Lord Biirgliley, through 
he was made Lecturer at the Temple. He is the 
thor of the book " De Di!«cipliiiH Ecclesiastica," written ■ 
agauibt the government of the Church of England, and 
ing the ground and model of the Puritan discipliiie. 
Whitgifl, in a letter to tlic Queen, to whom Travcn waa 
mended as a proper person to lie cho»eii Ma&ter of theTcnpk, ae 
the death of Father Alvy, cleMribes him as " one of the 
" and principal authors of difiitcnsion in the church, a 
'* of the book of prayern and other orders by authority 
" an earnest seeker of innovation ; and either in no dcgiee of 
** tlu* minintry at all, or else ordered beyond the seas not eeeoed* 
" iMK to the fimn in tliis Church of England used.* Mr. Trmti 
was ordained at Antwerp, May H, K'STS, by Cartwright^ ^IDcn^ 
and others, tlie heads of a congregation there. 
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wliich they ought to have kept to themselve0» 
but could not ; men that were become positive in 
wserting, '' that a Papist cannot be saved ;" inso* 
much, that about this time, at the execution of the 
Queen of Scots, the Bishop that preached her 
ftmeral sermon (which was Dr. Howland^ then 
Rshop of Peterborough*), was reviled for not 



* Dr. RicHAKD HowLAND, MastcT of St John's Colkgo in 
CflnOvidge, and the £oaTth Biabop of Petcrborougli, died ia itiOO. 
it fkas Bot appear that fae was the pmcfaer •n this occmkhI. 

CkiBtoo, kt hit '* History of the Church of PMeitMfoa^/ 
fmgt 73, Ac has given a drcomstantial aeooant of the funeral of 
Mary Qneen of Seots, on Tuesday Angust 1, 1587, six monlfas 
after her death, for she was beheaded in the castle of Fotheringay, 
Fchmary 8, in that year. He rektes that the Bishop of Lineohl 
(WidLham) pKached oat of the 39th Psahn, 5, 6, 7. Loid, kt me 
ttmm nof end mmd the ftrnmber^my dai^, 4^. In the prayer, when 
ht gtcwe thanks far sndi as were translated ont of dna vab of 
odaery, fae osed Ihase wonU :— Let ms give ikaaks fat ike kuppj 
SmduHwm rf the high and ndghhf Prmcese Mary, hie Qfteem of 
SotOand and Dowager rf France, of fohoee l^e and deaih mi thie 
I have noi much to emf, beedute I fvas nai acquainied wiih the 
meiiher wot I preseni at the other, I wiU not enter intojndg'* 
farther; but, hecauee it hath been ngnified to me that she 
irtuted to he saved by the blood of Christ, me must hope mdl of her 
siiliigfiiwi : '' Far" as Father Lather was wont to say, " many one 
" that Uveth a Papist, dieth a Protested,'' In the discoarse of 
his text, he only dealt with general doctrine of the vanity of 
aUiesh. 

In the Supplement subjoined to ** Gtinkm's History," p. Sai, 
(he subject of the sermon is resumed——" Biriiop Morton^ in 
" his ' Protestant Appeal,' L iv. c 1. hath given the bestaeooHit 
^ I nsaei with of that passage (which in the ' Apology of liie 
*' Roaian Church' is takta out of ' Marthi Mar-PkakHe) in tha 

Vol. I- B b " BiAop 
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being positive for her damnation. And 
this boldness of their beconung Gods, so far as to 
set limits to his mercies, there was not only 
** Martin Mar-prelate '.*" but other ^*€noniouB boaki 



€€ 
i€ 
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- Bwhop of Lincoln's sennon at her (tho Qucoi of ScoU) 
" which made to great noise among factious people, who : 
that he prayed his mohI and ike souU of ali tkrre prestmi migii ke 
wiik ike jon/ ^ the Queen drceated. But the truth 
he saye, is tliisj that the reverend Bishop now 
** derstanding how that great and honourable 
" last act of her life renounced all presumptioa of 
inherent righteousness, and wholly affianced 
Christ, in belief to be justified only by his aatii 
^ did therefore conceive hope of her salvation by virlne of 

cordial prcscribefl by the holy Apostle, \-ii. iAai mkiFt am 
'' aboundeik, the grace rf God doih tuptrabommd. Which tk 
Apostle hatli ministered for the com fo rt of every 
who, erring by ignorance, shall (by sinccfw 
'< enpecially fur all known hint) depart from thia 
" having the hn*l cir end o£ it t»hod witli this prepantiflB of tia 
*' gcwpel of peace : \mA of the new Itomish, but of the old 
" faith, which is U)o faith of all Prclte^taIlts. And •>«■■ 
*' sidcnition of tliat our preacher cannot but now 
" condemn the A|)ologi->t'( of pnrtiiil prejudice, who 
" to be informed concerning that wrmcin by (as tliry ronfim) s 
*' reprwK'hful traducer aiul lilH-IIer, tha:i (which they mighl ovhr 
<' have done) by testimony of a thousand temperate and indilrr- 
" cnt hearers thi-n present." 



' In l.'iSS many libeb, full of low bcurrility, and 
fiat ire, were published .igainst the UialiopK 'I'hev wc 
pally writt4Mi by a MM'iety ol* men^ assuming the nmam if 
«< Martin Mar- Prelate." They apfieared under vari-jua lltks^ ^ 
" DiotrqiheK i' " The MineraU ;" " The Kpi»t> to the C 
" cation liouso;** « Have you any Work lur a Cooper K 
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dmly printed and dispersed ; books that were so 
absurd and scurrilous, tliat the graver divines dis- 
dained them an answer. And yet these wer« 
grown into high esteem with the common people. 



answer to what G)wper, Buhop of Winchester^ had written in 
vindication of the Bishops and Church of EngUuid ; " More 
'* Work for a Cooper/' &c. &c The authors of these publica- 
tions were John Penry, a Welshman, John Udal, and other 
ministers. 

John Penrj, or John ap Henry, was in 1598 arraigned at the 
King's Bench, Westminster, upon the statute of the SS £lia. c. 2. 
made agairui sediiious words and rumours uttered agtniut the 
Qfiten, and soon after executed hastily, being brought in an 
afternoon out of the King's Bench prison, in Southwark into 
St. Thomas Waterings, a place of executicHi, on that side the 
river Thames, and there hanged. (Strype.) 

W^e are informed by Dr. Heylin in his '^ History of the 
** Presbyterians," tliat the men who assumed this name of 
Martin Mar-Prelate" called the Archbishop ''Pope of Lambeth;" 
the Canterbury Caiaphas;" ''Esau;" ''a monatroas Anti* 
christian Pope." The Bishops were named ** Petty Popes," 
Petty AntichrisU," '' Incarnate Devils," &c. whilrt the in- 
ferior clergy were " Popish Priesto/' " Monks," «' Ale- 
" hunters," &c 

What effects were produced by these writings we learn from 
'* Brightman upon the Revelation," p. 140. *' There was," says 
he, '* one that called hhnself by the name of ' Martin Mar« 
'' Prelate,' who set forth books wherein he dealt somewhat 
" roundly with the angel, L e. the Bishops of the Church of 
England. How were those bitter jests of his favoured among 
the people? how willingly, greedily, and with what great 
'* mirth were they every where entertained ? There ia no man 
" wo rude and unskilful, but that pondering that time in his 
** mind would say thus to himself, and that nol wtthoat caiise» 
TruUf the Lord hath poured out amtempi upon Prinoes; those 

B b a *' '^ 



u 



€t 



*t 



t€ 



38S THK LIFE OF 

till Tom Nash * npi>eared against tliem all, wW 
was a man of a sliaq) wit, and tlie master of m 
scoffing, satirical, nierr}' pen, which he employed 
to discover the absurdities of those blind, malidouf* 
senseless pamphlets, and sermons as senseless as 
they. Xaslfs answers being like his books, whidi 
lK)re these titles, •' A?i ^Ihnond for a Parrot ;* 
** A Fig for my Goihau ;'' '• Coiiw crack me this 
'* \Nti' and the like ; so that his merry wit made 
such a disc*overy of their absurdities, as (whidi is 
strange) he put a greater stop to these malicioiis 
pamphlets, than a much wi^^er man liad been able. 



" thai hotiour him daih ke koNfmr, and ikote ikmi 

'* /m* despiscff. He Itath made our priesi* ctmlempliUa to tki 

'* pcopli\ hcoiHse Ihcff hawc hrokem their eovenamtS' 

< The three* titles inentionecl by Walton belong all li 
pnin])]iU*t, wiiirii (iabrivl Hcrvie supposes to be Wt fct tt \j 
Lylly. — Mr. Tiiumvs Nash, a man of a laottioas and MKHlic 
disposition, was the author of numeronn tncts to which hr mn 
quaint naine^, as '* The Apulo^^ of Pierce PenmiUst : or, Sfenay 
" Svnx^*' iS'-c — " Have with yow lo Saffrom Waidemi^^^ '^W 
*' frilh a Untchvl ; aiins, a /Vif Jhr nvf Godson ; ot, Cwmcki we 
'' this SutI ; or, u CtwHt/y ( '**fft*, that is, a sound Boa 9f Ikt Emt 
"fur tht Idt (»t Martin to hotd his Peace ; ttriiten bf oar Chaff 4mn 
" (titt a Dot! a l)ii!f." He wrote with great pleaaantrj ahI trfl 
npiinst a set i>f nirn, who at tliat time boldly pretended le|PV- 
niMications and astronomical predictions. 



" Rklicnlum 

*' Fortiusi ac meliuii magna!) plerumque secat rcf.* Haft. 

From the varioua tmct^t written by Vavh, the 
mi Shake«pear have hniipily elucidated and 
obficure passages of their great poeL 
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And now the reader is to take notice, that at 
the death of Father Alvy, who was Master of the 
Temple, this Walter Trav«^ was Lecturer there 
for the evening sermons, which he preached with 
.great approbation, especially of the younger g^itle- 
men of that society, and for the most part approved 
by Mr. Hooker himself in the midst of their 
oppositions. For he continued I.<ecturer a part of 
liis time; Mr. Travers being indeed a man of 
competent learning, of winning behaviour, of a 
Uameless life. But he liad taken orders by the 
Presbyters in Antwerp ^ and if in any thing he 
was transported, it was m an extreme dei^jre to set 
4ip that government in this nation : for the pro- 
moting ctf which he had a correspondence with 
Theodore Beza at Geneva ', and others in Scotland ; 
jind was one o£ Uie chiefest assistants to Mr. Cart- 
wright in this design. 

Mr. Traveffs had alio a particular hope to set 
tip this gov^imient in the Temple, and to that 



* IlieTeetfoKmialof his ordinatum at Antwerp, May 14,157S, 
u inMrted in '' Fuller's Church Hiatory," B. IX. p. £14w 

' Strype has drawn a comparison between these two nvd 
preadiers.-— " Hooker was a true man to the chnrch as estah- 
" fished : Travers was not sa Hooker was fiir .mnversal 
redemption, and taught the decrees of God csnoBniing the 
•alvation of mankind by Jesus Christ in more hitttude : Travers 
was for the more rigid way, for absohite exclusion of the 
^ greatest part of mankind from it, and to be shut up under a 
decree of reprobation and rejection. These and other opinions 
caused different doctrines to be preached in the same pulp|t 
morning and afternoon." 

Bb3 
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end used his endeavours to be Master of it ; and 
his being disappointed by Mr. Hooker's admit* 
tance» proved some occasion of his opposition of 
Mr. Hookcr^s sennons publicly in the pulpit: 
Many of which were concerning the ductiinet 
discipline, and ceremonies of thb church ; and 
Mr. Hooker again publicly justified his doctrine 
against the other*s exceptions : insomuch, that as 
St. Paul withstood St. Peter to his face, so did 
they. For as one hath pleasantly expressed iU 
*' the forenoon sennons speak Canterbury, and the 
•' afternoon's Geneva.*' 

In these sermons there was little of bitterness, 
but each party brought all the reasons he was able, 
to prove his adversary's opinions erroneous. And 
thus it continued for a time till the oppodtiona 
became so high, and the consequences so dan- 
gerous, especially in that place, that the prudmt 
Archbishop put a stop to Mr. Travers*8 preadiing 
by a positive prohibition ^ ; against whidi Mr. 



k That prohibition was chiefly because of hi« fbivigfi 
lion. Their (Hfferciit cliaractpm &$> preadur^ are thna 
by Dr. (laudeit :— >" Mr. Travers wax a more p!mi»«M f 

profltable preaclier to vulgar auditoni, an well as more popdhr, 

liaving much more of the oratorian cleCoy, a plcaiing voioi^ ■ 
' ])at]ietic pronunciation, and an insiinuating fiuhion 

to captivate his auditors by hii a^^reeable presence , vij 
" ^peel•h, and fn^iccful activity ; nor were bu tcata and 
" usually ill-choscn, or iiiipertinenUy or dully handkvt 
'' practical heads and common places of divinity. Mr Hooktf 
" was more profound, and tlie other more fluent: differcoC gilb 
" they had frum the same Spirit, for several nia of ih* 
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Travers appealed and petitioned' her Majesty and 
her Privy Council to liave it recalled, where he 
met with many assisting powerful friends; but 



ft 



" lo the same end of God's glory and souls' good, though 'in 
" different ways of ministration/' C Hooker's Life, p. SO,) 

According to Fuller, the manner of silencing Travers gave 

gFBat offence. " For all the congregation on a Sabbath in the 

*' aAemoon were assembled together, their attention prepared, 

*' the doth, as I may say, and napkins were laid, yea the guests 

^ set, and their knives drawn for their spiritual repast, when 

^ aoddenly, as Mr. Travert was going up to the pulpit, a sorry 

'' fellow served him with a letter, prohibiting him to preach any 

*' more. la obedience to authority, the mild and oonstant sub- 

'* mission whereunto won him respect with his adversaries, 

<' Mr. Travers calmly signified the same to the congregatioa, 

*' and requested them quietly to depart to their diambers. 

Thus was our good 74icharias struck dumb in die Temple^ 

i>ut not for infidelity ; unpartial people aooounting.his fimlt at 

moat but indiscretion. Meantime his iuiditory ^pained that 

their pregnant expectation to hear him preadi should to pub« 

^ lidy prove abortive, and sent serroonless home) manifested in 

** their variety of passion, some grieving, some frowning, some 

^murmuring, and the wisest sort, who held their tongues^ 

** shaked their heads, as disliking the managing o£ the matter.* 

(FmUo-'m Church Hist B. IX. p. 21 7 J— Upon hi3 expuUion 

Ihxn the Temple he was appointed Provost n^ Trinity College in 

DilbHn, at the instance of his old friend and fellow collegian 

Adam Loftus, Archbishop of Dublin. He afterward resigned 

that oflke^ and returned to England, where he lived many yeaiB 

in obscurity, but with much quiet and oontentmenl. 

^ " The Supplication made to the Council by Mr. Walter 
<* Travers," and " Mr. Hooker^s Answer to it, addressed to my 
^ Lord of Canterbury lus Grace," are usually prinfeed with 
Mr. Hooker's works. 

Bb4 
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** God 18 not to lis so certain, as that whieh we 
^* perceive by sense." And Mr« Hooker ccHifi^setb 
he said so, and endeavours to justify it by the 
reasons following : 

'' First : I tau^t that the things which God 
^* promises in his word are not surer to us than 
*' that we touch, handle or see : but are we so sure 
*^ and certain of them ? If we be, why doth God 
"^ so often prove his promises to us as he dotht by 
«• arguments drawn firom our sensible experience ? 
«' for we must be surer of tiie proof than o£ the 
things proved; otherwise it is no jfFOoC For 
example, how is it that many mai locddng upon 
the moon at the same time, every one knoweth 
^ it to be the moon as certainly as the other doth ? 
** but many believing cme and the same promise 
^^ have not all the same fulness of persuasion^ 
*' For how fimeth it out, that men being assused 
** of any thing by sense can be no surer of U than 
^* they are ; when as the strongest in fiutli that 
*^ liveth upon the earth has always need to labour^ 
^ strive, and pray, that his assurance concerning 
^ heavenly and spiritual things may grow« increase^ 
^ and be augmented ?"" 

The sermon that gave him the cause of this his 
justification makes the case more plain, by da* 
daring, " that there is, besides this certainty of 
** evidence, a certainty of adherence "." In which. 



4« 



" TYmc disoouTM alluded to m entUled *' A letmed and oopw 
- fortable Sermon on the Certainty and tmftl^xitj gf Faith in 

«Uif 
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having most excellently demonstrated uriiat the 
certainty of adherence is, he makes this oomfixt- 
able use of it : '' Comfortable^** he says, ** as to 
*' weak believers, who suppose themselves to be 
«* faithless, not to believe, when notwithstanding 
** they have their adherence ; the HcHy Spirit hath 
'* his private operations, and worketh secretly in 
** them, and effectually too, though they want the 
« inward testimony of it.** 

Tell this to a man that hath a mind too much 
dejected by a sad sense of his sin ; to oiie that, fay 
a too severe judging of himself, condudes that he 
wants faith, because he wants the oomfortafale 
assurance of it ; and his answer will be^ *■ Do not 
" persuade me, against my knowledge^ aguul 
** what I find and feel in myself: I do not, I know 
'* I do not believe.** (Mr. Hooket^s own wonb 
follow.) " Well then, to favour such men a liltle 
in their weakness, let that be granted whidi diey 
do imagine ; be it, that they adiicre not to God*s 
promises, but are faithless and without belief. 
But are they not grieved for thrir unb^ef? 
They confess they are. Do they not wish it 
-' might, and also strive that it may be otherwise? 
•* We know they do. Whence cometh this bat 
'' from a secret love and liking, that they have of 
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tlie Ek-ct, enpecidly of the Plrophrt HAl»kkK 
H«l»k. i. 4. Wlirther the Pftiphct Habakkuk, faj 

«' this Cogitittion into his Mind, The Lmm daih Jmi, did 

" shew himielf an Unbeliever." 
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tliose things believed? For no man can kyve 
those things which in his own c^nnion are not ; 
and if they think those things to be, which they 
shew they love, when they desire to believe 
them ; tlien must it be, that, by desiring to be- 
Ueve, they prove themselves true believers : for 
without faith no man thinketh that things be- 
lieved are : which argument all the subtilties of 
infernal powers will never be able to dissolve." 
This is an abridgment of part of the reasons he 
gives for his justification of this his opinion, for 
wliich he was excepted against by Mr. Travers. 

Mr. Hooker was also accused by Mr. Travers, 
for that he, in one of his sermons ", had declared, 
** That he doubted not but that God was merdful 
<' to save numy of our forefathers living heretofore 
"* in Popish superstition, for as much as they 
** sinned ignorantly "^ ;"* and Mr. Hooker in his 
answer professeth it to be his judgment^ and 



^ " A learned Discourse of JustificfttioD, Workf, and how the 
" Foundation of Faidi is overthown. Habakkuk L 4. The 
" Wicked doih compass about the Righteous; therefore perverse 
" Judgment doth proceed," 

• " Mr. Hooker affirmed the CSiurdi of Some to be, though 
'* not a pure, sounds and perfect church, yet a true one, in 
*« wliich the necessary and fundamental roeana of salvation are 
'* preserved^ but much diseased and obscured by superstitioiia 
" vuiierstructure, to the great danger of people's sonli^ and 
** detriniciitj as well as dishonour, of the Christian rdigioD, in its 
'* holy institutions, morals and mysteries. Mr. Tk«T«% on the 
'* xithcr side, earnestly contended against the Qmrdi of Somo, 
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declares his reasons for tliis charitable opinian to 
be as tblloweth : 

But first (because Travers's argument agaimt 
this charitable opinion of Hooker was, that they 
could not be saved because they sought to he 
justified by the merit of their works, and ao over- 
threw tlie foundation of faith) he states the 
question about justification and %voriu» and how 
the foundation of faith is overtlut>wn ; and then he 
proceeds to discover that way which natural men 
and some others have mistaken to be the way* hj 
which tliey hope to attain true and everlastiiig 
happiness : and having discovered the mirtakfn, 
he proceeds to direct to that true way, by which, 
and no other, eveiiasting life and 
attainable. And these two wayv he 
thus (they be his own words that f(dlaw) : ^ Tliif, 
** the way of nature : this, the way of grace : the 
** end of that way salvation merited, pTcmxpfomig 
" the righteousness of men's works : their righte- 
** ousness a natural abiUty to do them ; thst 
" ability, the gcKHlness of God which created them 
<' in such poriection. Rut the end of this way» 
" salvation bestowed upon men as a gift : pre- 
'^ supiK>sing not their righteousness, but the fiv- 



" AS no churcli of Christ, but wholly a ^ynagogiifi oT SMvi, nd 
" the scat of Antichrist, denying salvation to all tlune thrt hM 
" ronun union with her. Thus charity in the one, md wai u 
*' the other, both Christian and commendable gnees, oaiM 
" them for from each other." 

CDr. Cwden's Uft tf Hwkr, fL Sa; 
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^ giveness of their unrighteousness, justification ; 
«' their justification^ not their natural ability to do 
^ goodf but their hearty sorrow for not doing, and 
^ unfeigned belief in him, fiir whose sake not 
** doers are accepted, which is their vocatioo ; their 
'' vocation, the dcction of God, taking them out of 
** the number of lost children ; theh- idection, a 
^ mediator in whom to be elect : this mediation 
^ inexplicable mercy ; this mercy, supposing their 
^ misery for whom he voudisafed to die, anid make 
•• himself mediatOT." 

And he also declareth, *' there is no meritorious 
^ cause for our justification but Christ ; no effeo- 
^ tual but his mercy f and says also^ ^ we deny 
^ the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we abuser 
^ disannul, and annihilate the benefit of his pasrion, 
'* if by a proud imagination we beliere we can 
^ merit everlasting life, or cm be worthy of it** 
This belief, he dedareth, is to destroy tile very 
essence of our justification, and he makes aO 
opinions that border upon this to be very danger- 
ous- " Yet nevertheless,*' and for this he was 
accused, '' considering how many virtuous and 
^ just men, how many saints and martyrs have 
* had their dangerous opinions, amongst which 
•* this was one, that they hoped to make God 
•• some part of amends by voluntary punishments 
^ which they laid upon themselves :** because by 
tiiis, or the Uke erroneous opinions, whidi do by 
consequence ovrflhrow the merits of Christ, shall 
ipan be so bold as to write on their gtaves, '* Such 
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'' moi are damned, there is for them no salvation ?** 
St. Austin says, ** Errare possum, hsreticua e»e 
'' nolo." And except we put a difimnoe betwixt 
them that err ignorantly, and them that obatinatriy 
persist in it, how is it possible tliat any man should 
hope to be saved ? give me a Pope or a Cardinal \ 
whom great afflictions have made to know himadf^ 
whose heart God hath touched with true aonow 
for all his sins, and filled with a love of Christ and 
his gospel ; whose eyes are willingly open to see 
the truth, and his mouth ready to renounoe all 
error, this one opinion of merit exoepted* which 
lie tliinketh God will require at his hands ; and 
because he wanteth, trembleth, and is disooangedv 
and yet can say, *' L(xd, cleanse me fiom aU secret 
'' sins r Shan I think, because of this» or a like 
error, such men touch not so much as the hem of 
Christ*s garment ? if tliey do, wherefiMre should I 
doubt, but tliat virtue may proceed from Christ ti> 
save them ? No, I will not be afraid to say ta 
such a one, ^* You err in your opinion, but be of 



* " I do not/ uys Mr. Hooker, " propow to jroa m Fopc vilb 
** the neck of an Emperor under hit feeC» a Cardiml ridfay kv 
*' horw to the brklle in the bkxxl of Suntt, bat a Fopc or & 
" Canlinal aonrowfuU penitent, disrobed, iCript nol only cf 
'* iisuqK-d power, but also delivered and recalled fton ctm mi 
" Antichrist ; converted, and lying p r oatr a t e at the Ibot of 
*' riirivt ; and shall I think that Christ will •puin at hia ; mi 
" shall I cross and gainaay the merciAd promiaca of €3odp a**^ 
'* rally made unto penitent aanners, by oppon^; the mmm of a 
" Pupe or a Cardinal" (HmMf'B fVorkf, VoL III. f. 4aS.J 
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** good comfort ; you have to do with a merciful 
** God, who will make the best of that little which 
^ you hold well» and not with a captious sophister, 
^ who gathered the worst out of every thing in 
^ which you are nustaken." 

But it will be said, ** The admittancae of merit, 
** in any degree, ov^-throweth the foundation, 
** exdudeth from the hope of mercy, from all 
** possibility of salva^on." (And now Mr. Hodker's 
own words follow) : 

" What though they hold the truth sincerely in 
^ all other parts of Christian fidth ? althou^ they 
*' have in some measure all the virtues and graoee 
^< of the spirit ? although they have all other 
^ tokens of God's children in them ? although they 
^ be far fix>m having any proud opinion that they 
<< shall be saved by the worthiness of their deeds ? 
^ although the only thing that trouUeth and 
'* mdesteth them be a little too much dejectimi, 
^* somewhat too great a fear, ariring from an 
** erroneous conceit, that God will require a wor- 
** thiness in them, which they are grieved to find 
'* wanting in themselves ? although they be not 
*^ obstinate in this opinion ? although they be 
willing, and would be glad to fcnaike it, if any 
one reason were brought sufficient to disprove it ? 
although the only cause why they do not forsake 
it ere they die, be their ignorance of that means 
by which it might be disproved? although the 
cause why the ignorance in this pmnt is not 
removed, be the want of knowledge in such 






400 TH£ LIFE or 

•< as should be able^ and are not to rcwuve it ? 
^ Let me die,** says Mr. Hooker, •• if it be erer 
** proved, that simply an error dotb exclude a 
** Pope or Cardinal in such a case utterly from the 
'' hope of life. Sively, I must confess, that if it 
*' be an error to think that God may be mttciful 
** to save men, even when they err, my greatest 
** comfort is my error : were it not for tlie k>ve I 
•* bear to this error, I would never wish to speak 
*• or to live.*' 

I was willing to take notice of these two points, 
as supposing them to be very material ; and dMt 
as they are thus contracted, they prove luefal to 
my reader ; as also that the answers be ai)g«mcnts 
of Mr. Hooker*s great and dear reason, and equal 
charity. Other exceptions were also made agiAist 
him, as, ** that he prayed before, and not after his 
** sermons ; tliat in his prayers he named H i sii o |i s ; 
** that he kneeled both when lie prayed* and 
'' he recei^'cd the sacrament ; and," says Mr. 
in his defence, ** other exceptions so like theie^ 
"* but to name, I should have thought a 
^ iault than to commit them."* 

And it is not unworthy the noting, that m thr 
manage of so great a controversy, a sluuper Kipraof 
than this, and one like it, did never fall fivn the 
liappy pen of this humble man. That Uke it wai 
upon a like occasion uf exocptioDS, to which hii 
ans^'er was, '* Your next argument oonriits of 
** railing and of reasons ; to your raifing I sif 
** nothing; to your reasons I say what ftOowi* 
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And I am glad of this fair occasion, to testify the 
dove-like temper of this meek, this matchless man. 
Doubtless, if Almighty God had blest the dis- 
senters from the ceremonies and discipline of this 
chitrch, witli a like measure of wisdom and humi- 
lity, instead of their pertinacious zeal, then obedi- 
ence and truth had kissed each other ; then peace 
and piety had flourished in our nation, and this 
church and state had been blest like ** Jerusalem, 
** that is at unity with itself f but that can never 
be expected, till God shall bless the common 
people with a belief, '' that schism is a sin, and that 
** there may be offences taken which are not given ; 
** and that laws are not made for private men to 
•* dispute, but to obey." 

And this also may be worthy of noting, that 
these exceptions of Mr. Travers, against Mr. 
Hooker, were the cause of his transcrilMng several 
of his sermons, which we now see printed with his 
books ; of his '* Answer to Mr. Traverses Supplica- 
^ tion r and of his most learned and useful 
** Discourse of Justification, of Faith, and Works ;** 
and, by their transcription, they fell into the hands 
of others, that have preserved them from being 
lost, as too many of his other matchless writings 
have been ; and firom these I have gathered many 
ob^a'vations in this discourse of his life. 

After the publication of his *' Answer to the 
" Petition of Mr. Travers,** Mr. Hooker grew daily 
into greater repute with the most learned and 
wise of the nation ; but it had a contraxy effect in 

Vol. I. C c 
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commixture of that love with reason, as was never 
exceeded but in holy writ ; and particularly by 
tlmt of St. Paul to his dear brother and fellow- 
labourer Philemon; than wliich none was ever 
more like this epistle of Mr. Hooker's. So that 
his deaf friend and companion in his studies. 
Dr. Spencer, might after his death justly say. 
What admirable height of learning and depth of 
judgment dwelt in the lowly mind of this truly 
humble man ; with what gravity and majesty of 
speech his tongue and pen uttered heavenly 
mysteries ; whose eyes, in the humility of his 
•• heart, were always cast down to the groimd ; 
«* how all things that proceeded fix>m him were 
•' breathed as from the spirit of love ; as if he, like 
the bird of the Holy Ghost, the dove, had wanted 
gall; let those, who knew him not in his 
person, judge by these living images of his soul, 
his wTitings T 
The foundation of these books was laid in the 
Temple ; but he found it no fit place to finish 
what he hsid there deigned ; and therefbre solicited 
the Archbishop for a remove, to whom he spake 
to this purpose : " My Lord, when I lost the free- 
•• dom of my cell, which was my college, yet I 
** found some degree of it in my quiet country 
parsonage; but I am weary of the noise and 
oppositions of this place, and indeed God dnd 
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' See Dr. Speticer^i Addrent to the Rctdcr^ preflsed to the first 
Ution of " Hooker's Eod«siutical Fdllty.* 
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" Nature did not intend me for contafitions^ bat 
'< for study and quietness. And, my Lord, my 
particular contests here with Mr. Travers have 
proved the more unpleasant to me, because I 
<^ believe him to be a good man ; and that bdief 
<' hath occasioned me to examine mine own con- 
'' science concerning his opinions ; and, to satiify 
** tliat, I iiave consulted the holy Scripture, and 
*' other laws, both human and divine, whether the 
conscience of him, and others of his judgment, 
ought to be so far complied with by us, as 
to alter our frame of church-gpvermnent* our 
** manner of God*s worship, our praising and 
praying to him, and our established ceremonies, 
as oflen as their tender consciences shall require 
*' us. And, in tliis examination, I have not only 
** satisfied myself, but have begun a treatise^ in 
'* which I intend the satisfaction of others* by a 
'* demonstration of the reasonablenessof our lawsof 
'- ecclesiastical polit}- ; and therein laid a hopeful 
foundation for the churclrs peace ; and, so as nol 
to provoke your adversary Mr. Cartwright, nor 
'' Mr. IVavers, whom I take to be mine (but noC 
'' mineciuiny)* God knows this to be my meaning. 
*' To which end 1 have searched many books, and 
*' spent uiany thoughtful hours ; and, I hope not 
'* in vain ; for I write to reasonable men. But, 
" my Lord, I shall never be able to finish what I 
" liave l)egun, miless I be removed into some quiet 
** country parsonage, wiiere I may see Cknl's bless- 
-' ings spring out of my mother earth, and eat mine 
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•^Hemn bread in peace and privacy*. Aplacewherel 
'^ may, without disturbance, meditate my approach- 
«< ing mortality, and that great account, which all 
^ flesh must at the'kst great day give to the God 

of all spirits. 

This is my deiugn ; and, as these are the 
^* desires of my heart, so they shall, by God*s 
^ assistance, be the constant endeavours of the un- 
^ cai:ain remainder of my life. And therefore, if 
^ your Grace can think me and my poor labours 
^ worthy such a favour, let me beg it, that I may 
^ perfect what I have "begun-, which is a blessingl 
^ cannot hope for in this place.** 

About the time of this request to the Bishop, 
the parscmage or rectory of Boscum \ in the diocese 
of Sarum, and six miles from that city, became 
void. The Bishop of Sarum is patron of it ; but 
in the vacancy of that see (whidi was three years 



[r. MaMn htm hippOy applied thia panage in an dcgy to 
lev. Mr. Hurdy the picaent Biahop of Woroeater^ 

^' Whoae equal mind could see Tain Portiine Aawer 
** Her flimsy fiivoiura on the fawning crew. 
While in low Thurcaaton's sequester'd bower 
She fizt him ilistatit from promotion's view. 
Yet shelter'd there by calm Contentment's wing; 
*' Fleas'd he ooidd smife^ and with sage Hookei^s eja 
Seejrtm his moiktr-mtih Go^t blushtgt ipnug^ 
** And etd Us bread in peace and prhaey," 

< Boaconkbe R. St Andrew's, in the deanery of Amednuyj in 
die arcfadeaoonry of Sarum. 

CcS 
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betwixt the death of Bi&hop Fierce \ aiid Bi Jiop 
Caldwell's ^ admission into it), the disposal of tlut, 
and all benefices belonging to it during the time 
of this said vacancy, came to be disjiased of by the 
Archbishop of C\inter))ury ; and he preiienicd 
Richard Hooker to it in the year 1391. And 
Hichard Hooker was also in this said vcair iiihti* 
tuted (July 17) to be a minor pn.*bendary «it 
Salisbur}% the corps to it Ix^ing NetherliMvin, 
about ten miles from that city ; which prebend 
was of no great value, but intciuied chiefly to nukr 
him capable of a Ix^tter preferment in tliat churth '. 
In this lk)scum he continued till he had finibiied 



" Or rather as it is in the earlier cilitiotu, ** Ilelwist tkc 
" tnuiiilation of fiisliop Picrct* to the see of York, and BUiflp 
'' Caldwell's admission into it. Dr. Joliu Pierce^ Di«hq|i cS 
" S^ili^biiry, was I'lcctcd to the sc^e of York, Feb. 1, 1.^88, eon- 
** finned rVb. 1 7, and entl)roni>ed by proxy the Sflh of die 
•* same month. lie died Sept. 28, l.5yk" CLe yfit.J 

* John Caldwf.ll, M. 1). of St. John';) College in Cambridgi; 
WAji in I.~>()1 prfmiote<l fmm the deanery of Roeliester to the mc 
oi' Sali:ibury, aiW it hail been vacuit Uiree yevi. He died 

in i:f[H)' 

y lie became preliendary ofNetlierhavin, and Hubdeui of the 
ehureh of Salit^bur}', on die re»ignaU(ai ut' l>r. Nicrhuliif Balguy, 
who suca'edcd him in the Ma&teraliip of the TemfiU-. Ihit 
preU'nd renuiinis charged in the king'* bm.k^ at wi>/. \y§ tfJ. aoA 
h:i< ii^orfover the patrona^'e of die vicarage oS* \etkcrlia«tn. 
TIk- |>ri-!i*nneiit tor which it wa- intendcti to f|i.ality him vat a 
lesicK ntt.iry:iliip of Sanmi, the cainKH re>i(l( iitliiry of tlutt duicch. 
Ax in mimlHT, being elecieil out of the prelieniUrics 

In 
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four dim aght propofled books of ** The Laws of 

*"< Ecclesiastical Polity," and these were altered 

into the register-book in Stationers'^haU, the 9th 

of March 1592, but not printed till the year 1594» 

and thai with the before^mentioned large imd 

affectionate preface which he directs to them that 
seek (as they term it) the reformation of the laws 

and orders ecclesiastical in the diuidi of England^ 

of wbidi books I shall yet say nothing more, but 

that he continued his laborious diligence to finish 

the remaining four during his life (of all whkfa more 

properly hereafter) ; but at Boseum he finished and 
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In Queen Elisabeth's tim«, tb* fiirai4if subscriplion, req uirs d 
finom thoee who were pre f crwd in tbt Churdi, ww in these 
words: " We» whose names are underwritten, do dedttoe and 
unfainedly testify our assent to all and singular the Articles of 
Religion, and the Confession of the true Christian fiuth, and 
*' the Doctrine of the Sacrament, comprised in a book, intituled 
« * Articles wherenpon it was sgreid bgr As AidribUiops and 
•• Bishops of both Ptovinces, and the whole Clergy, in the Con- 
<' ^location bolden M London in the year of our Lord God 1 562, 
according to the Computation of the Churdi of England, for 
the avoiding of the Diversities of Opinions, and for the estab- 
'' lishing of Consent touching true Religion, put forth by the 
** Queen's Authority/ And in tes ti mon y of such our assents, we 
** have hereunto subscribed our na&Ks, with oor own pn;|Mr 
" bands, as hereafter foBoweth." 

Among those who subscribed to this fbrrn^ ** it pleaaed me/* 
saith Dr. Bernard, '< to find the hand of the reverend and kamed 
" Mr. Hooker thus subscribing : < Per me Richardvii Hoosca^ 
Clericum^ in Artibus Magistnim, pnesentatum ad Canonicatum 
ct Pnebendam dc Nether-haven, in Ecclesia cathedrali Sanmv 
" 17 Julii, 1591/" /Cfaw TrabaksJ 

Cc4 
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published but only the first four, being then in 
the 39th year of his age. 

He left Boscum in the year 1595, by a sur- 
render of it into the hands of Bishop Caldwdl. 
and he presented Benjamin Russel, who was 
instituted into it, the 23d of June in the same 
year. 

The parsonage of BishopVBome, in Kent 
three miles from Canterbun% is in tliat Arcb- 
bi.shop's gift, but in the latter end of the y 
159-*, Dr. William Redman, the rector of it, 
made Bishop of Nor^'ich ; by which means die 
power of presenting to it was pro ca vice in the 
Quecii ; and she presented Richard Hooker* whom 
she loved well, to this good living of Bomet the 
7th of July, 1595, in which living he oontinned 
till his death, without any addition of dignity or 
profit. 

And now having brought our Richard Hooker 
from his birtli^place, to this where he found a 
grave, I shall only give some account of his booki^ 
and of his behaviour in this parsonage of Bone, 
and then give a rest both to myself and my reader. 

His first four books and large epistle have 
been declared to be printed at his being at 
Boscum, aimo 1594*. Next I am to tell, tint 



' Mr. Hooker Hont a written copy of his book, in I59S, Co 
the Ixinl TrrasurcT Burghle}% accumpaniecl with the IblkwiBf 
letter : 

** My duty in most humble manner reuieuibeml. So it b, 

" 1) y good Uin}, tliat mauitimea aflcction caiiici those thi^p 

to 
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at the end of these four books, there is printed 
this advertisement to the reader : — '* I have for 
** some causes thought it at this time more fit 
« to let go these first four books by themselves, 
*' than to stay both them and the rest, till the 
** whole might together be published. Such 
'^* generalities of the cause in question as are 
** here handled, it will be perhaps not amiss to 
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^' to be don, which would rather be forbom^ if men wers 
wholly guided by judgment Albeit, therefore, I most needs 
in reason condemne myself of over-greiit boldneM lor thns 
presuming to offer to your Lonkhip's view my poor and 
slender labours : yet, because that which moves me to to do. 
is a dutiful affection some way to manifest itsdf ; and glad 
** to take this present occasion for want of other more worthy 
" your Lordship's acceptation. I am in that behalf not out 
" of hope your Lordship's wisdom wil the easier pardon my 
^* fault ; the rather because myself am persuaded that my 
** faultiness had been greater, if these writings oonceming the 
" nobler part of those laws under whidi we live should not 
have craved, with the first, your Lordship's favourable ap« 
<' probation. Whose painful care to uphold all laws, and 
especially the ecclesiastical, hath by the space of so many 
years so apparently shewed itself: that if we who enjoj 
the benefit thereof did dissemble it, they whose malice doth 
** most envy our good therein, would oonvince oar nndumk* 
'' fulness. Wherefore submitting both myself, and these my 
^ simple doings into your Lordship's most wise judgment I 
here humbly take my leave. London, die ISth of Biardi, 1592. 
Your Lordship's most willingly at cnmmandment, 

« RICHARD HOOKER." 
(From Sifypi^s U/e rfArckbUhop WkUgift, 
Appendis, B. IV. N. XFII.J 
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<< consider apart, by way of introduction unto 
'' the books that are to follow cdlioeming par- 
" ticulars ; in the mean time the reader is re- 
*' quested to mend the printer's errors, as noted 
" undenieath/' 

And I am next to declare, that his fifth boi»k 
(which is larger tlian his first four) was first akn 
printed by itself, anno 1597* and dedicated to 
liis patron (for till then he chose none) the Arch- 
bishop. These book.<« were read with an admin- 
tion of their excellency in this, and their just 
fame spread itself into foreign nations. And I 
have been told, more than forty years past, that 
Cardinal Allen \ or learned Dr. Stapleton ^ (both 



* See " Cullicr'b Eccles. Hist" VoL H. p. 543. " Wood's Alh. 
Ox." \o\. I. p. 26h, ami the inscription on Caidinal ADn't 
monument in tliv chapel of the English College at 
•' Biograph. Brit." Vol. I. p. Sa [H.] 

He was fur some time Fellow of Oriel College, and 
uT St. Mary Hall. lie displayed the most ardent 
defending the religion of his ancestors, lefl liif country in the 
rrign of Queen Elizabeth, and fled to France. Here he db- 
tingui^hed himself by taking under his pnitection the EngBsh 
ref\igce:», many of whom he placed in two semiiiariei at Domy 
and Rheims. Tie was rewarded by Pope Sixtus V. with ■ 
Cardinul's hat in I.187, with the title of Cardinal of .St Mmin't 
in the Mount. In l.'iAp, he wa^ appointed Archhuhop of 
Mec'hlin in Brabant, and died about I.)9k Pope Gregory Xlll. 
entertained so hi^h an opinion of him. that he introdncrd him 
to his C anlinaK in these wonis, " Vrnite^ fratrm met, oii<en dM u 
vobi* AlaiuuD." 

^ Wo Iram fnnn the letter of Kin^. BiUiop of ChichefCcr. 
■0 Mr. laaac Waltnn. that Dr. Stapleton was the pervon who 
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EngUshmen, and in Italy when Mr- Hooker'i 
four books were first printed)! meeting witli this 
general fame of them, wer€ desirous to read an 
author that both tlie reformed and the learned 
of their own church did so much magnify ; and 
therefore caused them to be sent for ; and after 
reading of them boasted to the Pope (which was 
then Clement the Kighth), "That though he 
" had lately said, he never met with an English 
" book whose writer deserved the name of an 
** author ; yet there now appeared a wonder to 
** to them, and it would be so to his Holiness, if it 
^' were in Latin ; for a poor obscure Eng^h priest 
^' had wrote four such books of laws and church* 
" polity, and in a style that expressed so grave 
*' and such humble m^esty, with dear demon- 
'^ stration of reason, that in all their readings they 
" had not met with any that exceeded him :" 
and this begot in the Fope an earnest desire that 
Dr. Stapleton should bring the said four books, 
and, looking on the English, read a part of them 

named " ilooker^s Ecclesiastical Polity" to Pope Clement VIII. 
Thomas Stapleton, D. D. descended from a noble and andent 
family in the county of Sussex^ left England on toooum of 
bit religion^ «nd r^lirvd into Flanders. Hf ffpd l^ctmvf in 
divinity at Douay, and ^fterwafd, «$ |he ^)|pre«fi invilatian of 
the King of Spain^ filled the Professcnr's chair at Louvain. He 
was esteemed for his virtues and his learnings being rimed 
:<ec(>n(! to Bellannine in controvcrai«l skill. He wfi bom in 
15^:^, ai.cl died at Lou vain in 1598. 11 is works were printed 
at Paris in l&eo^ in four voliune» folia 
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to him in Latin, which Dr. Stapleton did» to the 
end of the first book ; at the conclusion of which, 
the Pope spake to this purpose: •'There is no 
'« learning tliat this man hath not searched into ; 
'' nothing too hard for his understanding : This 
'' man indeed deserves the name of an author; 
" his books i\ill get reverence by age, fer tfaeie 
'' is in them such seeds of eternity, that if the 
" rest be like this, they shaU last till the last fire 
'* shall consume all learning." 

Nor was tliis high, the only testimony and 
commendations given to his books; for at the 
first coming of King James into this kingdom, 
he inquired of the Archbishop \^niitgift for his 
friend Mr. Hooker, that vnit the books of Church- 
polity; to which the answer was, that he died 
a year before Queen Elizabeth, who received the 
sad news of his death with very much sorrow; 
to which the King replied, " And I receive it 
*< with no less, that I shall want the desired 
*' happiness of seeing and discoursing with that 
'^ man, from whose books 1 have received such 
'* satisfaction : Indeed, my Lord, I have reoaved 
*' more satisfaction in reading a leaf, or pamgnph, 
*' in Mr. Hooker, though it were but about the 
" fashion of churclies % or church-music \ or At 



^ " Ecdes. Polit." B. v. Sect 14. 

<iThi6 Mibject 19 most excellently diicwttd in 
Polit," B. V. S«.t. 38. 



« 
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^ like^ but especially of the sacramentsV than I 
^ have had m the reading particular large treatises 
** written but of one of those subjects by others^ 
though very learned men: and, I observe, there 
is in Mr. Hooker no affected language ; but a 
grave, comprehensive, dear manifestation of 
reason; and that backed with the authority 
of the Scripture, the iathers, and schoolmen, 
** and with aU law both sacred and dviL And 
though many others write well, yet in the next 
age they will be forgotten ; but doubtless there 
is in every page of Mr. Hooker's book the 
picture of a divine soul, such pictures of truth 
^ and reason, and drawn in so sacred colours, that 
<' they shall never fade, but give an immortal 
•* memory to the author." And it is so truly 
true, that the King thought what he spake ; that, 
as the most learned of the nation have and still 
do mention Mr. Hooker with reverence; so he 
also did never mention him but with the epithet 
of learned^ or judicious^ or reverend^ or venerable 
Mr. Hooker. 

Nor did his son, our late King Charles I.' ever 
mention him but with the same reverence, en- 
joining his son, our now gradous King, to be 
studious in Mr. Hooker's books. And our learned 






• Ecdes. Polit B. v. Sect 50. 

'Chttrln I. a few days before hii death, recommended to 

• deareit children the ^igent reading of the first five booka 

of 
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antiquary Mr. Camden, in his ** Annals of Eliz.** 
mentioning the death, the modesty, and other 
virtues of Mr. Hooker, and magnifying his books 
wished, " that, for the honour of tliis and benefit 
of other nations, they were turned into the 
the universal language '.** Which work, though 
undertaken by many, yet they have been wear}-, 
and forsaken it ; but the reader may now expect 
it, having been long since begun, and lately 
finished, by the happy pen of Dr. Earle\ now 



CI 



of " The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity,* tveti nest tfv 
as an excellent nicuis to iiatiiify private actupte^, md afKle 
the public peace of thii cburdi and kinf>;doin. And in hia wQl 
he bequeathed to tlie Princess Eliiabeth, hia daaghtcr, the 
Sermons of Bisliop Andrews; Ardibishop laud's book agaiml 
Fisher, which, he said, would gruMind lier against Fopery ; md 
Mr. Hooker's " Ecclenastical Polity." 



I " llirhartli Hcxiker scripta ante aiincis inullos «idi, el ^IM0- 
" quani in semione uiihi non percognito facile cognovi esaci^ 
'* simi opens utilitatein : qua? tanta ebt, ut hnnc qiMM|ae lihraa 
" verti, Ked in Latinum sermonem, pervelim." (Grtivu h 
F.phtM ad Mcr. CaMauLuHum,) — .St*e also " Kennet*a Complsli 
lliMory of England/' Vol 11. p. G19. 

> Dr. ^o\\'H Earle, author of " The World displayed ; ar, 
several Essays, con^ibtinf; of tlie variouk Characters and 
of its principal Inhabitants," wa» first of Chritt Chiir^ 
t!ien of Mertun Colle|;e in Oxford, tutor to IVince Charle*, 
iitierw.-inN CliarU^s I. In \i\\S, he was elected one cif the 
A'^Heiiibly of Divines ; but he rrfu<ied to act. and I0M dl ha 
liail fur liiN lovaUv. .\f\er the He»toratiun, he was Dton of 
We^tini*^ N r, .Mif| sr'cossively Bi>hop of Wororslw flad S^ 
!'-! !'^' " * IT c^ the coa^utors in the reiaal cf ear 
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Lord Bishop of Salisbury, of whom I may justly 
say (and let it not offend him» because it is such 
a truth as ought not to be concealed ftom pos- 

present Liturgy. He is described as a very genteel man, yet 
religious and a contemner of the world: in his youth an 
excellent orator and poet ; in his advanced years an admirable 
preacher and disputant By die testimony of an ettcmy^ he 
was a person of the sweetest and most obliging good-fttait 
that lived in his age; and none since has lived whom God 
hath blessed with more innocent wisdom^ more sanctified learn* 
ing, or a more pious^ primitive, peacea b l e temper. He attended 
the Court when they redred to Oxford from the plague, and 
died Nov. 17, l666, and was buried on the 85th itf that iHondi, 
ne«r the high altar in Merton Colkge dnurth. His hoif 
was attended to the grave from the public achooU by a hcraki 
of arms^ and the principal persons of the Court and University 4*« 
See the Preface to " The World duplayed." 

His '' Translation of the Ecclesiastical Polity^ was n^vet* 
printed. That of the Xiia»» /3MtX««s was published vndo* the 
title of " Inuigp Regis Carali Primi, in .£rumnis et 8olit<dine>'* 
Hag. Com. I649. 12ma 

" Ille qui Hookeri ingentis ' Politiam Eoclesiasticam, 
" Ille qui Caroli Martyris £iii«»« /Sa^iXiimv 

" (Volumen quo poet Apocalypsin divinius nullum) 
" Legavit orbi sic Latin^ redditas, 
" Ut uterque unias fidei defensor 
" Pktriam adhuc retiueat nugiestatem. 
*' Si nomen ejus necdum tibi suboleat, lector, 
" Nomen ejus, ut unguenta pretiosa, 
" JOHANNES EARI.E, Eboracensis,* &c 

(Itucripikm on Dr, Earless tmmvmeni in ike eioir 

and chancel of Merton College, J 

III '' The Musse Anglicana," vol. i. p. S86, is a copy of 

elegant Latin verses written by him, on the return of the Prinee 

from Spain ; and we are informed by Lord Chuwndon, that he 

was an excellent poet, both in Latin, Creek, and English. 
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terity, or tliosc that now live and yet know him 
not), that since Mr. Hooker died none have lived 
whom God liath blessed i%ith more innocent 
wisdom, more sanctified learning, or a more 
pious, peaceable, primitive temper; so that this 
excellent person seems to be oidy like himself, 
and our venerable Ricliard Hooker; and only 
fit to make the learned of all nations happy in 
knowing what hath been too long confined to 
the language of our little island '. 

There might be many more and just occasions 
taken to speak of his books, whidi none ever 
did or can eonunend too much ; but I decline 
them, and hasten to an account of his Christian 
behaviour and death at Borne; in which place 
he continued his customary rules of moitifiGataoD 
and self-denial; was much in fasting, freqncBt 
in meditation and prayers ; enjoying those Ueand 
returns, which only men of strict lives feel and 
know; and of which men of loose and godless 
lives caimot be made sensible ; for spiritual things 
are spiritually discerned. 

At his entrance into this place, his friendihip 
was much sought for by Dr. Hadrian SaraviaS 



• Thii character of Mr. Hooker's Woriu it ru mfc in nl by ^ 
approbation of our liest writers. 

^ Dr. Hadrian Saravia, the bofiom friend of WhiigiA, m 
well a^ of Mr. Hooker, wa<i of Spanish extraction, and 
Hfdin in Artois. lie was a minister of the l ef omi e J 
in HoDandL Having taken the degree of Doctor in Diwwkj 

si 
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then one of the Prebendaries of Canterbury, a 
Ciennan by birth, and sometimes a pastor both 
in Flanders and Holland, where he had studied 
and well considered the controverted points con- 
cerning Episcopacy and sacril^^e, and in England 
had a just occasion to declare his judgment oon- 
jeeraing both, unto his brethren ministers in tbe 
Low Countries, which was excepted against by 
Theodore Beza and others; against whose ex- 
ceptions he rejoined, and thereby became the 



«t Leyden, he was afterward incorporated ia die same ftculty 
at Oxford. He came into England in 15S7 or 15SS. He had 
fLrst removed himself to Jersey, where he taught a school, 
and preached to his countrymen who were exiles there. He was 
iqvpointed master of the free grammar-school at Southampton, 
mhtn Mr. Nicholas Fuller, the roost renowned critic of his 
iige, received his education principally under him. By him 
also was educated Sir Thomas Lake, Secretaiy of State to 
King James I. who said of him, '' that he was a miniater of 
" state fit to serve the greatest prince in Europe." He was suc- 
cessively promoted to a Prehend in the churches of Gloucester, 
Canterbury, and Westminster. He displayed great learning 
in defence of Episcopacy against Beza, when that divine, inter* 
foing with the ecclesiastical affairs of Scotland^ advised the 
ChanceUor of that kingdom to abrogate Episcopacy. He lived 
to the age of eighty-two years, and died in l6l2. In the in- 
ecription on his monument, in tlie Cathedral Church of Canter- 
bury, he is styled, " Vir in omni literarum genere eximiut, 
pietate, probitate, gravitate, et suavitate morum insignia 
scriptis dams, fide plenus, ei bonis operibos dives vahU." 
He must have acquired a very considerable knowledge of dw 
English language, as we find his name in the firal clait of those 
whom King James I. employed to make a new and more oorreot 
version of the Bible, (i^ Sirypc's Lift ^ Wkitgjifi, f. 4M.J 

Vol. I. D d 
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happy author of many leanied tracts writ in 
Latin, espociiiUy of three; one of the Degrees 
of Ministers', and of the Bishops* Superiority 
over the Presbytery ; a second against Sacrilege: 
and a tliird of Christian Obedience to I^noes; 
the hist bein^ oecasioncHl by dretzenis "*, the 
Jesuit. And it is observable, that when in a 
time of cinircii tumults, Heza gave his reasons 
to the Cliancellor of Scothmd for the abrogatioii 
of Kpiscopacy in that nation, {lartly by letta% 
•md more fully in a treatise of a threefold E|m»- 
oopacy (which he calls divine, human, and satio- 
iail) : this Dr. Sanivia had, by the help of Bishop 
AVhitgirt, made such an early discovery of their 
intentions, that he had almost as soon answered 
that treatise as it became public ; and thcRU 



' I. '' Do (liversis Oradihiis MiiiL*«troruni Ev.ingeliL" £. 'De 
Ifonore IViVMilibiis t-i rre'.l>yleris deblto." ;J. •• De 
€*t Sacrile^onini I'd-nisi.'* The first of these tracts wj 
n;irainst those of the church of Gciu-vn, who maintained ^ 
rloctrliie of the equality of the niini>ter!» of the gofprl wi ■ 
ruling preshyttTv. These tracU, ori^iiuilly written in 
were translated into Euf^lish, niid |>ubhi«hcd under thr ti 
" 1. Of tlie diverse DcfH'ees of the Ministers of thr Go^kL* 
*1. ''Of the IfoMor due unto the Priestes and PreUtca i/ ^ 
rhiirrli." .*?. " Of Sacrile;^*, and the l*uni4hnient tlltmC 
.'••1) liii. S, ji. lO." \ :,<)}. ito. 

'" A mo^t lenme<l Jesuit, and tiie ablest controvcftirt of hm 

^QT. He reiifl a rour>e of* theolopcal lectures with giM t l^ 

putation at lii(To].«.t«idt, where he died in Ur^5, mgtd 6S 

lli< wi>rk^ wen- published at l(ati»bon, in 1734, ii 

nlumei loll* I. C l}icfi*mnaire IlisforitfucJ 
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discovered how Beza's opinion did contradict that 
of Calvin's and his adherents ; leaving them to 
interfere with themselves in point of Episcopacy. 
But of these tracts it will not concern me to say 
more, than that they were most of them dedicated 
to his and the chmx^h of England's watchfid 
patron, John Whitgift, the Archbishop; -and 
printed about the year in which Mr. Hooker 
also appeared first to the world, in the publication 
of his four books of ** Ecclesiastical Polity.** 

This friendship being sought for by this learned 
Doctor, you may believe was not denied by 
Mr. Hooker, who was by fortune so like him as 
to be engaged against Mr. Trav«ps, Mr. -Cart- 
wright, and others of their judgment in a con- 
troversy too like Dr. Saravia^s; so that in this 
year of 1595, and in this place of Bishop's Borne, 
these two excellent persons began a holy friend- 
ship, increasing daily to so high and mutual 
affections, that their two wills seemed to be but 
one and the same ; and designs both for the glory 
of God, and peace of the church ; still assisting 
and improving each other's virtues, and the de- 
sired comforts of a peaceable piety ; which 1 have 
willingly mentioned, becaase it gives a foundation 
to some things that follow. 

This parsonage of Borne is from Canterbuiy 
three miles, and near to the common road tiiat 
leads from that city to Dover; in which par- 
sonage Mr. Hooker had not been twelve months, 
but his books^ and the innocency and sanctity of 

Dd2 
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his lite became so remarkable, that many tiimoil 
out of tlie roiul, and others (schohirs c&pceially) 
went puqioscly to see the man, whtisc life and 
learning were so niiieh admired; and ahis! at 
our SaWour said of St. John liaptist, '* What 
'' went they out to see ! a man clothed in purpk 
'' and fine Unen ?'* No, indeed ; but an obccnre 
harmless man ; a man in |Mx>r clothes, his loin^ 
iisually girt in a coarse gown, or caDonicid 
coat; of a mean stature, and stooping, and ret 
more lowly in the thoughts of his soul: Ms 
body worn out, not with age but study and 
holy mortifications; his iace full of heat-pimpkSi 
begot by his inactivity and sedentary life ". And 
to this true character of his person, let me add 
this of his disiiosition and behaviour; God and 
nature blessed him with so blessed a bashfulneHL 
tluu as in his yiumger days Ids pupils might 
Cc'isily look him out of countenance; so that 
neitiicr then, nor in his age, did he ever willii^ly 
hN)k any man in the face; and wais of so mild 
and huiiihle a nature, that his poor parislKclerk 
and he did never talk but with both their li 



" \Mien ,Tii^tu*» IJii*"!!!* had ar(|iiirri] /^reat ViXvTury Rputalioo. 
vnX by hi<^ rlrpaiit I^itinity. fi»r hi-^ style i» fuQ of Aflcctttioo. 
no\p1ty. nncl ronci*it, but liy hi!« vai<t and rxtra8i\'v 
••rvcTaJ fftreisrnrrs came frnm di stint countries to vkh 
1'hcy uerc iiiiicli (li>ap|)ointc«] at teeing him • plain ami. 
mean in his beha\ioiir, dre*^ and cunvcrMtioci. fBayk^ 

Dicfiofurrr/. ) 
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on, or both off, at the same time ** ; and to this 
may be added, that though he was not purblind ; 
yet he was short or weak-sighted; and where 
he fixed his eyes at the beginning of his sermon, 
tliere they continued till it was ended ; and the 
reader has a liberty to believe that his modesty 
and dim-sight were some of the reasons why he 
trusted Mrs. Churchman to choose a wife for him. 
This parish-clerk lived till the third or fourth 
year of the late Long Parliament ; betwixt which 
time and Mr. Hooker's death, th^e had come 
many to see tlie place of his burial, and the monu- 
ment dedicated to his memory by Sir William 
Cooper (who still lives) ; and the poor clerk had 
many rewards for showing Mr. Hooker's grave- 
place, and his said monument, and did always 
hear Mr. Hooker mentioned with commendations 
and reverenee; to all which he added his own 
knowledge and observations of his humility and 
holiness : in all which discourses the poor man 
was still more confirmed in his opinion of Mr. 
Hooker's virtues and learning ; but it 90 fell out, 
that about the said third or fourth year of the 
Long Parliament p, the present parson of Borne 



*" The strongest adamaiit that draws our reverence and love 
to this excellent man is his humility. He banished from hii 
boaom every appearance of that pride which is innuiabljr in« 
coQiistent with the virtuous character. 

' " Of those great and friu men who competed thia Par- 
'' lioment of 16*41, and greater and wiier^ or more of them at 

" one 

DdS 
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was sequestered (you may guess why), and a 
Geiieviaii minister put into his good living. Thia» 
and otlier like sequestrations, made the deck 
express himself in a wonder, and say, ••They 
•* had sequestered so many good men^ that be 
'< doubted if his good master, Mr. Hooker, haii 
" lived till now, they would have sequerteicd 
" him too.** 

It was not long before this intruding minifter 
had made a party in and about the aaid paridi. 
tluit were desirous to receive the sacrament as in 
Geneva ; to which end the day was appointed fcr 
a select comi)any, and forms and stools set abeut 
the altar or communion-table for them to nt wd 
eat and drink ; but when they went about tUi 
work, there was a want of some joint-stools, wfaidi 
the minister sent the clerk to fetch, and Hm to 
fetch cushions. When tlie clerk saw them bqpa 
to sit down, he begzin to wonder; but thenumHv 
bade him '' cease wondering and lock the cfaunih 
•* door :" To whom he replied, " Pray, take yw 
** the keys and lock me out, I will never eamt 
" more into this church ; for all men will wr 



** one liiTic, En;L:]aiul noviT wu ." ( Preface to Ike JirM Mmm 
of (he Cunji'Miomal, p. xjrnii.j 

Tims hus tliv author of *' Hie ('onftf»«ioiul" chflraciaM 
tlmt ParliaiiH-nt, wliich iiivoncd tlirin* eiii^Uvrd kui|{iloaw ■ 
cnnfiiMoTi nnd niiii ; which, undpr the vain pretence cif refin^- 
tinn. clo^tniyctl oiw of the In^t uf (»iir Kings, and Uid wailrtlir 
church cif I'!ii;,'laiul ; that cliiin^h. which under Ciod hath 
long the ornaiiicnt and supiwrt uf tlu.* Protectant rriigiML 
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^ my Master Hooker was a good man and a good 
^ scholar, and I am sure it was not used to be thus 
** in his days :" And report says, the old man 
went presently home and died ; I do not say died 
immediately, but within a few days after "i. 

But let us leave this grateful clerk in his quiet 
grave, and return to Mr. Hooker himself, con- 
tinning our observations of Ids Christian behaviour 
in this place, where he gave a holy valediction to 
all the pleasures and allurements of earth ; possess- 
ing his soul in a virtuous quietness, which . he 
maintained by constant study, prayers, and medi* 
tatipns : his use was to preach once every Sunday, 
and he or ills curate to catechise after the second 
lesson in the evening prayer. His sermons ware 
neither long nor earnest, but uttered with a grave 
zeal and humble voice ; his eyes always fixed on 
one place ', to prevent his imagination from wan«> 



^ Our biographer has lamented that it was not in his power 
to recover the name of Mr. Hooker's worthy schoolmaster. 
That of his gratefUl parish-clerk was Sampson HcMton. It ap- 
pears from the parish-register of BishopVBome, that ^' Sampson 
" Horton was buried the 9th of May \64S, an aged man, who 
" had bin clarke to this pish, by his own relation, threescore 
•* yeares." 

' " He was/ says Dr. Gauden, " so confident of the taored 
power and efficacy of the matter he delivered, that he thought 
it needed no great setting off: This made him so far fimn aoy 
life in hiH looks, gestures, or pronunciations^ that he pf«adied 
like a living but scarce mooing statue, hit eyes steadfiutly 
fixed on the same place from the begimiiig to the end of his 

D d 4 '' sermons. 
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dcring; insomuch that he seemed to stady « 
he spake. The design of his sermons (as indeed tf 
all his discourses) was to show reasons for what k 
spake; and witli these reasons such a kind of 
rhetoric, as did rather convince and pemiade« tlHi 
frighten men into piety : studying not so imidi 
for matter (which he never wanted), as for apt 
illustrations to inform and teach his un 
hearers by familiar examples, and then make 
better by convincing applications ; never labouiiif 
by hard words, and then by needless distinctiov 
and sub-distinctions to amuse his hearers and grt 
glory to himself, but glor}- only to God. Whkb 
intention, he would often say, ** was as d iscgriu Me 
*" in a preai*her, as an artificial from a natani 
•* beauty •." 




'' Hcrmons, hiM Ixxly uiimovctl, hit tone much la 

'' very tiiuiiipliatic ; so variou<.Iy cloUi Ocxl d n trib u te 

« In the pn'ntcil M*nnon<< of Mr. Ifookcpr thcrttfey inilcud, wauf 
histinccs of jiiKt and iiniinat«Yi applimtion. Iir hii ditiuaiw i 
*' the Certiiinty ami Perpetuity of Faitli in the Elect,* thovtfV 
few who will not admire tlir f'lUowinir psM^ge : "It wail 
** the meaning of our Lcrd .'ind S i\ rour in sajrii^ ffrtJUr^ kmf 
" thnn in thy itmm\ that wr •>houId he carelcrss toksep 
*' To oiir ov. II Kifety our dun n.'didity \s rvquirtd. And 
*' b1e««sed for (■\er and vwr W that ni other's child whow 
'* hath made- him the child iA' f '0«l. The earth mmj alidfevp ikr 
" pilUr^ fit' the world may trt-inlJe uinkT ui; the eooaMaHHr 
•* of* hea\rn may lie appnlli-d, thi* run may loie Ua UJukt, ikr 
•* moon hi-r lieaiity, the fitani their f:\ory : but 
' Dum tliat tnL^u-<l in Ood^ if the fire have pwdainiad il 



RICHAID HOOKEB. 485 

He never failed die Sunday before every Ember- 
week to give notioe <rf it to hi» parishioners, 
persuading theox both to fast, and then to douUe 
their devotions for a learned and pious clergy, but 
especially for the last ; saying often, ** that the life 
'^ of a pious clergyman was visible rhetoric, and so 
^ convincing that the most godless men (though 
^ they would not deny themsdves the enjoyment 
« of their present lusts) did yet secretly wish them- 
^ selves like those c£ the strictest fives.** And to 
what he persuaded others, he added his own 
example of fasting and prayer ; and did usually. 



^' able as much as to singe a hair of his head ; if Honi, beasts 
^ ravenous by nature and keen widi hanger, being set to derour, 
'' have, as it were, religiously adored the Tery flesh of the fiotk- 
'' f'ul uuin ; what is there in the world that shall change his 
«' heart, overthrow his faith, alter his affection towards God or 
" tlie afiection of God to him ? If I be qf this note^ who shaQ 

make a separation between me and my God ? Shall trUmlaiiom, 
'* or mnguisk, or pentcutUm, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword ? No : I am persuaded, that neither tribulation, nor anguish, 
" nor persecution, nor Jamine, nor nakedness, nor perU, nor sword, 

nor death, nor life, nor angels, nor prindpaUHes, nor powers, nor 
" things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor amf 

other creature, shall ever prevail so far over wse: I know in whom 
*' J have believed; I am not ignorant whose precious blood hath 

been shed for me ; I have a shepherd full of kindness, full of 
" care, and full of power ; unto him I commit myself; his own 

finger hath engraven this sentence on the tables of my heart 
'* Satan hath desired to winnow thee as wheat, but I have prit^ed 

that thy faith fail not : therefore the assurance of my hope I 

will labour to keep as a jewel, unto the end; and by labour^ 

through the gracious medistionof his prayer^ I shall keep it" 
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every Einber-week» take from the parish-derk the 
key of the church-door, into which place he retired 
every day, and locked himself up for many houn ; 
and cUd the like most Fridays, and other days of 
&sting. 

He would by no means omit the cuBtomary 
time of procession, persuading all, both lidi and 
poor, if they desired the preservation of love^ and 
their parish-rights and liberties, to accompany him 
in his perambulation ; and most did so : in which 
perambidation, he would usually expreaa moie 
pleasant discourse tlian at other times, and wottU 
then always drop some loving and facetious 
vations to be remembered against the next yt 
especially by the boys and young people ; itiU in- 
clining them, and all his present parishionen^ to 
meekness and mutual kindnesses and love ; because 
" Ijove thinks not evil, but covers a multihide 
" of infirmities '." 

He was diligent to inquire wiio of his poish 



< It was among the injunilionfl given by Queen FliwhtA h 
1 559, on the abolition of thow ceremonies, which ■••f—^rt ikr 
Popish processions, *' that the |Muriahionen shall once in ikr 
*' year, at the time accustomed, with the carate and the 
" tial men ot* the parish, ttaike abtmi tkt pariskeB m thqr 
** at'cu>tcNnec], and at their rctume to the church 
" common prayers." Many reoMins concur to evince the 
ut* reviving the custom of holding these pTT«nbu1ati 
quently and regularly. See in " The Book of HomiHes," pi SI4 
(Oxford eilJL KiK.S), an exhortation to be spoken to «Mfa iri A as 
where they use their perambulation in Kogalian^wvck fiv die 
oversight of tlie bounds and limits of their town. 
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were sick, or any way distressed, and would often 
visit them unsent for ; supposing that the fittest 
time to discover those errors, to which health and 
prosperity had blinded them. And having, by 
pious reasons and prayers, moulded them into holy 
resolutions for the time to come, he would incline 
them to confession, and bewailing their sins, with 
purpose to forsake them, and then to receive the 
communion, both as a strengthening of those holy 
resolutions ; and as a seal betwixt God and them 
of his mercies to their souls, in case that present 
sickness did put a period to their lives. 

And as he was thus watchful and charitable to 
the sick, so he was diligent to prevent law-suits, 
still urging his parishioners and neighbours to bear 
with each other's infirmities, and live in love, be- 
cause (as St. John says) ^^ he that lives in love lives 
" in God ; for God is love." And to maintain 
tliis holy fire of love, constantly burning on the 
altar of a piure heart, his advice was to watch and 
prayy and always keep themselves fit to receive 
the communion, and then to receive it often : for 
it was both a confirming and a strengthening of 
their graces. This was his advice, and at his 
entrance or departure out of any house, he would 
usually speak to the whole family, and bless them 
by name ; insomuch, that as he seemed in his youth 
to be taught of God, so he seemed in this place to 
teach his precepts, as Enoch did by walking with 
him in all holiness and humility; making eadi 
day a step towards a blessed eternity. And 
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though in this weak and declining age of the 
world siich examples are iKxrome barren, and 
almost incredible ; yet let his memory be blessed 
with this tnie rcconlatioii, becsmse he that pndset 
llichard Hooker praises Ciod, who hath given sudi 
gifts to men ; and let this humble and affectionate 
relation of him become such a pattern as may 
invite posterity to imitate his virtues ". 

This was his constant behaviour at Bonie ; thus 
as Knoch, so he, walked witii God ; thus did he 
tread in the footsteps of primitive piety; and yet, 
as that great example of meekness and purity, 
even our blessed Jesus, was not free ifom &lse 
accusations, no more was this disciple 'of his^ tlut 
most humble, most innocent holy man. Hit was 
a slander parallel to that of chaste Su8uuiah*s 
by the ^vicked eUlers ; or that against St. Atba- 



" Wc may surely apply to diii grxxl wan time hum of 
Mi. Cowley : 

" his haniik'M lili.' 

" Does with Kub^^tuntial ble^scdnMs abomicl, 

" And the aoh wingji uf Peace cover liim round." 

The Kiiitor of iliifl Work rea<U tliifi deacription with i 
pre^sibW satisfiiction, us it recalls to hia rancmbrai 
1 1 larmier of a in uch-hoi loured parent, the Bcv. CkulM 
Zoui'h, M. A. \'icar of Sandal Magna, near Wakrfieki, York* 
<hirc ; who, in the instances of duty here related, literally trod 
in the st'>]iH of pMnl Mr. IIiNiker ; a bri/xlit example oTpriniVTal 
piety, jdorninp nil thr irqiiirrnient!« of a ^lolar and a dt 
with an unblenij.«liiti sanctity ot' life and mdnneff. 

*' Nil mc porniteat -aniini patrii hiijn*." Hoa. 
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iiasius ^, as it is recorded in his life (for that holy 
man had heretical enemies), and which this age 
calls trepanning ^ The particulars need not a 
repetition ; and that it was false needs no other 
testimony than the pubUc pmiishment of his ac- 
cusers, and their open confession of his innocency. 
It was said, that the accusation was contrived by 
a dissenting brother, one that endured not church- 
ceremonies, hating him for his book's sake, which 
he was not able to answer ; and his name hath 
been told me ; but I have not so much confidence 
in the relation, as to make my pen fix a scandal 
<m him to posterity ; I shall rather leave it doubt* 
ful till the great day of revelaticHi. But this is 
certain, that he lay under the great charge and 
the anxiety of this accusaticm, and kept it secret 



n 



* ** Scribit Theodoretas (lib. L cap. 3.) tubomatam ab 
mulierem postulasse Athanasium illati aibi per vim ilvpri, 
cum ilium suscepisset hospitio. Cum igitur mulicr in Atha- 
nasium suas querelas proponeret, progrediens Timotheus 
♦* Piresbjrter, Egone, ait, muUer, wm tibi et stuprmn intuli 9 Turn 
"" ipsa creclens esse sibi ignotum Athanasium, convitiis sacer- 
^ dotem excipiens, rem pceefractius aasewrat, et judiciim fidem 
*' ooDtra Timotheum obtestatur ad scderii vindictam." 

(Noiitia Ctmcitkrwm, Sfc. p. IfiS.J 

f* as if one eye 

Upon the other were a spy; 
That to trepan the one to think 
" The other blind, both strove to blink." 

f HuDiBRAS, Part II L Canto IL ver. S56,J 

" Trepann'd the sUte, and fac'd it down^ 

'^ With plots and projects <rf* our own." Ib.ver.SS2. 
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** n^tlier my life, nor my reputation are safe 
" in mine own keeping, but in thine, who 
" didst take care of me when I yet hanged on 
** my mother's breast. Blessed are they that put 
** their trust in thee, O Lord ; for when false 
*• witnesses were risen up against me ; when 
*• shame was ready to cover my face ; when I 
*^ was bowed down with an horrible dread, and 
went mourning all the day loag; when my 
nights were restless, and my deeps broken 
with a fear worse than death ; when my soul 
^ thirsted for a deliverance, as the hart panteth 
" for the rivers of water ; then thou. Lord, didst 
hear my complaints, pity my condition, and 
art now become my deliverer ; and as long as 
** I live I will hold up my hands in this masmer, 
and magnify thy mercies, who didst not give 
me over as a prey to mine enemies. O blessed 
are they that put their trust in thee ; and no 
prosperity shall make me forget those days of 
^* sorrows, or to perform thos^ vows that I have 
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'^ trive a way to be present in his chamber^ where they might 
*'hear the whole discourse at her next coming. An q^xnr- 
'' tunity soon offered, and the lewd woman persisting in her 
** threats of laying ill things to his charge, if she was denied 
*' what she came for, money, his two friends stepped fiortb 
" from behind the ciirtjiins to her confusion and the shame 
" of those who had employed her in so vile an action ; fbr his 
" slanderers were punished for this their vile attempt, who it 
^' their suffering showed a penitent behaviour, and made an 
" open confession." (Priwxs WorihkM, 4v. p. 996.J 
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'' made to thee in the days of my fean and tf- 
«' fliction ; for with such sacrifices thou, O God, 
** art well pleased ; and I will pay them.** 

Thus did the joy and gratitude of this good 
inan*s heart break forth ; and it is obMrvable. 
that as the invitation to this slander was his meek 
behaviour and dove-Uke simplicity, for which he 
was remarkable ; so his Christian charity ought to 
be imitated, for though the spirit of revenge b 
so pleasing to mankind, that it is never conqueied 
but by a supernatural grace, being indeed so deeply 
rooted in human nature, that to prevent the ex- 
cesses of it (for men would not know modention), 
Almighty God allows not any degree (^ it to any 
man, but says, " Vengeance is mine :** and though 
tliis be said by GkxL himself, yet this revenge is so 
pleasing, that man is hardly persuaded to sobmit 
tho mannf^c of it to the time, and justice^ and 
wisdom ()l*liis Crrator« l)iit would hasten to be his 
own excTutioiier of it. And yet nevertheless, if any 
man oAor did vv lioUy dcrUno. and leave this pleasing 
passion to tlu* tinie and niraMire of God alone, 
it was this Ki* liard Hooker, of wiioiu I write : for 
when Ins slanderers were to suffer, he laboured to 
pmciire their pardon ; and when that %vas denied 
him, his reply w'as, •* That, however, he would fitft 
** and pray, that God would give them rq>entaiioe 
'' and patience to undergo their punishment* 
And his prayers were so far returned into his own 
bosom, that the first was granted, if we may be- 
Ueve a penitent behaviouri and an open 
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And it J» observable, that after this time he would 
often say to Dr. Saravia, ** O with what quietness 
^ did I enjoy my soul, after I was free from the 
'* fym of my slander ! And how much nK>re after 
** a conflict and victory over my desires of re- 

** venge •.'* 

In the yeaff 1600, and of his i^e forty-six, he fell 
into a long and sharp sidcness, occasioned by a 
eM taken in Tiis passage betwixt London and 
Gnnresend, from tlie maKgnity of which, he wa» 
never recovered ; for till his death, he was not free 
fitim thoughtful days and restless nights ; hvtt a 
siibmission to his will that makes the sick man^s 
bed easy, by giving rest to his soul, made his 
very languishrment comfortable ; and yet all this 
'(Srae he was solicitous in his study, and said often 
to Dr. Savaria (who saw him daily, «nd was the 
chief comifert of his fife), ** That he doA not beg a 
^ long fife of God, for any other reason, but to live 
•• to finish his three remaining books of Polity ; 
** and then^ Lord, let thy servant depart in peace f 
which was his usual expression. And Glod heard 
his prayers, though he denied the benefit of them 



* " When an unworthy aspersion wa« cast on Mr. Hooker — 
" (If Christ was dasht, shall Christiana escape in their journey to 
*' heaven ?)— Mr. Travefs bein^^ asked of a private friend what 
" he thought of the troth of the accusa^*on ; ' In truth' said he, 
*' ' I take Mr. Hooker to be a holif man: A speech which, 
*' omiing from an adversar}', sounds no less to the cdmniendation 
" of his chariry who spoke it, than to the praise of his piety of 
^ whom it was spoken." (Tidier.) 

Vol. I. E e 
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as coin])lctcd by himself; and it is thought h^ 
hastened his own death, hy hastening to give life 
to his b(X)ks. Ihit this is certain, that the nearer 
he was to his death, the more he grew in huuiUity, 
in holy tlioughts, and resi>lutions. 

About a month before liis death, this good man* 
that never knew% or at le;Lst never considered the 
pleasures of the inilate, became first to loie his 
appetite, and then to have an arersenew to all 
foml, insomuch, tliat lie seemed to Hve some inter* 
mitted weeks l)y the smell of meat only, and yet 
still studied and wrote. i\nd now his guardian 
angel seemed to foretel him, that his yean were 
|)ast away as a shadow, bidding him prepare to 
foUoAv the generation of his fathers, for the day of 
his dissolution drew near ; for wliich his vigoious 
soul a])peared to thirst ''. 

In this time of his sickness, and not many dap 
before his death, his house was robbed; of whkh 
he luadng notice, his ((uestion was, ** Are my books 
** and Avritten pr.])ers safe ?'* and being answered 
that they were, his rei)ly was, " Then it niatlen 
*' not. for no other loss can trouble me.*' 



^ " Tlie chamber wlurr i\ij piod man meeU his 
*' I'i privili'^'d lu'vuiul ilu* i*i>iiiinon walk 
** Ot' \irtiiou!i litr. qiiiu* ni t!io verge of heaven. 
*- Fly, yi* ])rut'.iiu- ! it' not. (!i.iw near with aw«» 
" laiiivi* thr l)K»iii;;, ami udure tlu* cliance 
" That thrt'W in thi« Hethi'>(1:i ycnir diwaie ; 
• If uiiri'stur'd h} lhi>, despair your cure." 

(VoLXb'a yigki ItaagkU) 
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About one day before his death, Dr. Saravia, 
^vlio knew the very secrets of his soul (for they 
were supposed to be confessors to each other), 
came to him, and after a conference of the benefit, 
the necessity, and safety of the church's absolution, 
it was resolved the Doctor should give him botK 
that and the sacrament the day following. To 
which end the Doctor came, and after a short 
retirement and privacy, they returned to the com- 
pany ; and then the Doctor gave him and some 
<rf those friends that were with him the blessed 
sacrament of the body and blood of our Ix)rd Jesus. 
Which being performed, the Doctor thought he 
saw a reverend gaiety and joy in his face*; but it 
lasted not long ; for his bodily infirmities did re- 
turn suddenly, and became more visible ; insomuch, 
that the Doctor apprehended death ready to seize 
him: yet, after some amendment, left him at 
night, with a promise to return early the day 
following; which he did, and then found him 
better in appearance, deep in contemplation, and 
not inclinable to discourse ; which gave the Doc- 
tor occasion to inquire his present thoughts : to 
which he replied, " That he was meditathig the 
" number and nature of angels % and their blessed 



< That Mr. Hooker in the fiill vigour of his understanding did 
lift up his eyes as it were from the footstool to the throne of 
God to consider the state of heavenly and divine creatures, see 
'• Ecdes. PUily;' R I. J iv. " The subject which engaged 
^' Mr. Hooker's dying thoughts ought constantly to engage our 
-' living ones ; since in the prayer composed and delivered out 

E e 2 "to 



436 I^HE LIFE OF 

<< oliedience and order, without which, peace eouM 
^' not be in heaven ; and oh ! tliat it might be so 
'< on earth T Aflor which words, he said, ^ I have 
'< lived to see thi» world is made up of ptfturfaa- 
^* tioas, and I have been long preparing to leave 
* it, and gathering comfort for the dreadful hour 
** of making my account with God^ which I now 
** apprehend to be near: And though I haTe by 
** his grace loved him in my youth, and feared bin 
'' in mine age, and laboured to have a conscieBfit 
*^ void of offence to him, and to all men; yet 
'' if thou, O Lord, be extreme to noark what I 
^' have done amiss, who can abide it ? And, theie^ 
'< fore, where I have tailed. Lord, show mercy to 
'* me ; for I plead not my righteousness, baft the 
forgiveness of my unrighteousness, for hia merits 
who died to purchase a pardon for penitent ai 
*^ And since I OAve thee a death. Lord, let it 
'* hi* terrible, and tlien take tliijie own time ; I 
'^ submit to it ! Let not mine, O Lord, but let tiqr 
** will be done T* AVith which expression he fel 
into a dangerous shmiber; dangerous as to Us 
recoverj' ; yet retovor lie did, but it was to 
only thest* few words : '* IjihkI DtK'tor. Cod 
'' beard my daily pi tition.s ; fur I am at peace with 
'* all men, and lie is at peace with me; and frani 

*' to hi^ (]i<(c-i|ilcs by our l^tn] ani) Snviour, tbe obrdicace cf Ar 
*' an^-U i< |iropfwed at the* |mtteni to lie iniiutsd bj at, as 
*- ciipy tiiXvr M hicli we khuiild tliligrntly write, 7>v "'•" ^ 
' (Mi earfh at it if in hravcn: 

r Bishop liorMCs ScrmomM, FgL ik\ ^ »g J 
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^ whidi blessed assurance, I feel that inward joy 
** which this world can neither give nor take from 
** me." More he would have spoken, but his 
spirits failed him ; and, aftar a short conflict be- 
twixt nature and death, a quiet sigh put a period 
to his last breathy and so he fell asleep ''. 

And here I draw his curtain, till with the most 
l^orious company of the Patriarchs and Apostles, 
the most noUe army of Martyrs and Confessors, 
this most learned, most humble, holy man, shall 
also awake to receive an etamal tranquillity, and 
with it a greater degree of glory than common 
CSuristians shall be made partak^v of. In the 
metti time, Ble$s^ O Lord! Lord^ bless his 
brtHrtUf the clergy of this nation^ wkh ardent 
demres, and effectual endeavours to attain^ tf net 
to Us great learnings, yet to his remarkable nuedc^ 
nesSf his godly simplicity ^ and his Christian inode^ 
ration: for these are praise-tcorthg ; these bring 
peace at the last ! And let the labours ef his Ij/e, 
his most excellent writings^ be blessed xmth xichat 
he designed when he undertook them : which ivas 
glorp to AeCt O God on higK peaee in thy churchy 
and goad will to mankind. Amen, Amen. 



< He died Sw. 2, I6OO. Tkut the day of hk death 
naled by Archbishop Laud, in the title-pi^ of his copy of 
" The Ecdesiaetical Polity." 

EeS 
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^XD now liaving by a long and laborious sctrch 
satisfied myself, and I hope, my reader, by impart- 
ing to him the true relation of Mr. Hooker't life; 
I am desirous to acquaint him widi some ohKr- 
vations that rehite to it, and which oould not 
properly lull to Ik* spoken till after Us death, 
of which my reader may expect a brief and true 
account in the following Ap])endix. 

And first, it is not to be doubted but that 
he die<l in the forty-seventh, if not in the forty- 
sixth yeiir of his age; which I mention, beoanse 
many have Ixlieved him to be more aged ; but I 
have so c\:mnneil it, as to Ix* confident, I mistake 
not ; and for the year of his death, Mr. Camden, 
who in his '* Annals of Queen Elizabeth^ 1599* 
nicntio]i> hiin wiih i\ high commendation of his 
life and learning, declares him to die in the year 
1590; and yet in that inscription of his moau* 
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ment % set up at the charge of Sir William Cooper 
in Borne church, where Mr. Hooker was buried, 
his death is said to be anno 1603, but doubtless 
both are mistaken ; for I have it attested under 
the hand of William Somner the Archbishop's 
register for the province of Canterbury, that 
Richard Hooker*s will bears date October the 
26th in anno 1600, and that it was proved the 



« The following is an accurate copy of the inscription on 
Mr. Hooker's monument : 

SUNT MELIORA MIHI. 
RICHARDUS HOOKER EXONIENSIS SCHOLARIS 
SOCIUSQ; COLLEGH CORP. XTI OXON : DEINDE 
LONDINIIS TEMPLI INTERIORIS IN SACRIS MA- 
CJISTER RECTORQ; HUJUS ECCLiE. SCRIPSIT VIH 
LIBROS POLITIC ECCLESIASTICS ANGLICAN^ 
QUORUM TRES DESIDERANTUR. OBIIT AN*». DOM. 
MDC iETATIS SUJE L. iij 

POSUIT HOC PIISSIMO VIRO MONUMENTUM AN*. 
DOM MDCXXXIII. GULIELMUS COWPER ARMIGER 
IN CHRISTO JESU QUEM GENUIT PER EVAN- 
OELIUM. 1 Car. iv. 15. 

Sir William Cowper^ who erected this monument^ was the 
great grandfather of William, the first Earl Cowper, Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Bntain. He was created first a Baronet of 
Nova Scotia, and afterward a Baronet of England in l641. 
He suffered imprisonment, the loss of his son, and other great 
calamities, for his fidelity to Charles I. He outlived all hb 
troubles, residing at his castle of Hertford, and famed for hia 
hospitality, charity, and other Christian virtues, often visiting 
hia poor neighbours at their houses, and relieving them in private 
to their necessities. 

£e4 
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third of December following \ Aiul this atte&ted 
also, that at his death he \et\ four daughtens ^Vlice, 
Cicily. Jane, and Margaret ; tliat he gave to eadi 
of tliein a hundred })ounds ; that lie left Joaiic liis 
wife his sole executrix ; and that by \m inventory 
his estate (a great ]>art of it being in books) cune 
to 1092/. 9^. 2(/. which wiis much more than he 
thought himself worth ; and wliicli was not got 
by his ejire, much less by the gocnl housewifery of 
his wife, but saved by his trusty servant Tliomft* 



' The iollti^iiii; i.i extnu'tcHl from the registry uf the Arrli* 
cleacoii'8 Court of Cftnterbury. 

Fu (fir name o/* CiW AmcH Thin n'jre and twrnticih tif Odcbcr 
hi the if care of our I^tnl oue tftwixniid and sixe hundrtd I Riekari 
UtHtker of liixhojuifMniv tiuMf/i ^iikr in hodife jfet «mnde im mmdf 
thanh s At* ^lulo tdlniiiihtjfe Gud due <trdaiuc ami make iku » Lui 
fti/t and ti'stawvni in manner and Junne fullvwinge First Ihtgudk 
mif Aon/f unto Allntiiihtife Otnl my creattir /iojdtigc OMMfundlm fd' mn 
Aif/f atitm purchased thnnmt^h the death of Christ JcMUM ami n 6odbr 
to the earth to he hurled at the disen-tion of nunc exccviar lion / 
Qire and hetpteth unto my dai'i'ltcr Alice Hooker one kumdrtd ptmmds 
of iiurfvll lM»li.\he mnne/f to he yaide untn furr at the daw of ktr 
ma rriaiii • 1 tti 1 1 I isiir a nd htfuefh u ntu wy daughter C 'icii^ iitnkrr 
one hundred fumnds nt' lan'fnl EnuUshe nmneye to he paid Mifo ker 
at the daifc vf h<r marriage lU'iii / ^ire ami beqmatkt ■atoOT 
dauiihter Jane ilinkn one hundred jiotindi of latrfid £«WuAr 
!• I'urif to Ik' jtiide unfit her at the day of her marriage Itrm igict 
unto mif dauifhirr yian^aret Hotiker one hundreti paufuU of Immfil 
Vuglishe atone if e to f.r jiaid unto her at the daif of ktr marriage 
And if it A halt hapjn'u any t'f aty xaid daughters to drjuirtr tku Hfg 
t^furr th( da hi t,f thtie so id n.arriap- then I tvill that kcr or ikar 
j^irtaifi so dinner a ha I h* *tpia/fy i^itideil amonee her or their iiiloi 
'•,-niiinL'e Itti:i / I'./r and ietpnth unto the jnx^ of the pukt ^ 

BarU 
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Lanei that was wiser than his master in getting 
money for him, and more firugal than hb mistress in 
keeping it : of which will I shall say no more, but 
that his dear frigid Thomas, the father of George 
Cranmer, of whom I hwe spoken, and shall have 
occatton to say more, was one of the witnesses 
to it 

One of liis elder daughters was married to one 
Chalinor, sometime a schoohnaster in Chidie8ter« 
and both dead long sinoe. Marganet, his youngest 



Bmrka Jive pounds of lawfitl money to he paid nnio tkem by mine 
txtccuiar Item / give m$Uo the poortof'the pis^te of BUkopetbarm 
Ji/iye thUUfigM of lawful! EngUeke wioneif to be paid unto tkem by 
mine executor Item / give and hequeth three poundt of lawful 
JSn^Uke money towards the buildinge and makeing qf a newe and 
em fid en i pulpeU in the pishe church qf Bishopesbome The residue 
qf goods and ckatteUs fvhaUoever unbequethed my funeral debts and 
legacies discharged and paid I give mnto Joane Hooker my welbe» 
loved tcifs whom I ordaine and make sale executor qf this my last 
wiU and testament And I ordaine and make my welheloved father 
Mr John Churchman and my assured goodfrcnde Mr Edwin Sondes 
my overseers By me Richard Hooker Sealed and delivered in the 
presence qf these whose names are subscribed Robert Rose Dtmid 
Nichols Avery Cheston. ||. 

Proved the third day qf December I6OO, before the Reverend 
James Bisscl Clerk Surrate to Revd, George Newman Doctor 
qf Laws Commissary General qf the city and dktcene if Canter* 
bury by the oath of Joane Hooker widow the relict and extern' 
irix named in the said will, ^ 

Tuo*. BackhousXj Rtgkbrar. 

£, s. d. 
Io7 IQQ2 9 'Z 

Ex<* Wm. Cullen. 
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flaiiglitcr. M'as married unto Kzekiel dark, Ba<4io- 
lor ill Divinity, and Rector of St. XicIioIbs in 
Harbledown near Canterbury, who died ■bout 
Bixtecii years i>ast, and had a son Ezekiel, now 
living and in Sacred Orders, being at this time 
Rector of Waldron in Sussex; she left also a 
daughter, with both whom I have spoken not 
many inontlis past, and find her to be a widow in 
a condition that wants not, but far from abound- 
ing ; and those two attested unto mo, that Ridurd 
Hooker, their grandlathor, had a sistor, by name 
Elizabeth IIar\-ey, that lived to tlie age of one 
hundred and twenty-one years, and died in die 
month of September, 1663. 

For liis other two daughters I can leam little 
colainty, but have heard they both died befiav 
thoy were marriageable ; and for his wife die was 
so iinlikt' Jcphtha's daughter, that she ataid not 
a conidy time to bewail Iicr widowhood; nor 
hvctl long cnongti to n:>)K.'iit her second mar* 
riago : for whic-li doubtless she would have found 
rausc. il' there hail Ik'CU hut four 
iK-twixt Mr. Hooker's and her de:ith. But i 
is dead, and let her utlier infinnitiei be I 
with her. 

Thus much briefly f! Iiit age. the year of | 
death, his estate, his d liix cliildrcn : 1 1 

next to speak <^ his b conci'miiij^ 

shall have a cing longer, or 

neither do right to 
chiefly intended 
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I have declared in his Life, that he proposed 
eight books, and that his first four were printed 
anno 1594, and his fifth book first printed, and 
alone, anno 15979 and that he lived to finish the 
remaining three of the proposed eight; but 
whether we have the last three as finished by 
himsdf, is a just and material question ; concern- 
ing which I do declare, that I have been told 
almost forty years past, by one that very well 
knew Mr. Hooker, and the affiiirs of his family, 
that about a month afler the death of Mr. Hooker, 
Bishop Whitgifl, then Archbishop of Canterbury, 
sent one of his chaplains to inquire of Mrs. Hooker 
for the three remaining books of Polity, writ by 
her husband ; of whicli she would not or could not 
give any account; and I have been told, that 
about tliree months after the Bishop procured her 
to be sent for to London, and then by his procure- 
ment she was to be examined by some of her 
Majesty's Council, concerning the disposal of those 
books ; but by way of preparation for the next 
day's examination, the Bishop invited her to 
Liambeth ; and, after some friendly questions, she 
confessed to him, ^< that one Mr. Chark *, and 
'< another minister that dwelt near Canterbury, 



> The person here meant was probably Mr. Wflliam Charke, 
a noted Puritan, deprived of lib Fellowship at Peterhouse in the 
University of Cambridge, and banished from the University for 
having asserted in a Latin sermcM), preadied at St Mary's, 
Dec 3, 1572^ '' that the states <tf Bisbopii, Ardilnshops, Metro- 

«<politana 
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«* came to her, aiid deured that tbej might go ilto 
^ her husband's study* uid look upon toiae of Ui 
'' writings ; and tliat there they two hnmt and 
«' tore many of them» assuring her, that they wcie 
" writings not tit to be seen, and that she knew 
^ nothing more concerning them." Her l^ig^y 
was then in King-street, in Westminster, wfaoe 
she was found next morning, dead in her bed, and 
her new husband suspected and questkned for it ; 
but was declared innocent of her death. 

And I declare also, that Dr. John 
(mentioned in the I^e of Mr. Hooker) who 
of Mr. Hooker^s College, and of his time tlMK; 
and betwixt whom there was so friendly a M 
ship, that they continually advised together n 
their studies, and particulariy in what twmm^tfq^ 
these books of Polity : This Or. Spemxr (the 
tlirec first books being lost) had delivered into hia 
hands <I think by Bishop Wliitgift) the a 
books, or first rough draughts of them, to be 
as perfect as they might be, by him, who holh 
knew Mr. Hooker's hand-writing, and wi 
acqu^nted with his intentions. A fair 
of tliis may appear by an epistle first and 
pruited before Mr. Hooker^s five books (bat 
ted, I know not why, in the last impression 





*' poliuiu (PfttrUrchi), and lutly of Popet, were i 
" into the church by Sttan ; and that among the 
^ the churdi one ought not to be auperior to another * 



ff« 
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c^t printed to^pether m samo 1662, in whoch the 
poUithen seem to impofle the three doufatfcil, as 
the undoubted books of Mr. Hooker) with these 
two letters J. S. at the end of the said epistle, 
whoeh was meant for this John Spencer ; in which 
episHe the reader may find these very words, 
which may give some authority to what I have 
heve written. 

*< And though Mr. Hooker hastened his own 
« death by hastenii^ to give life to his books, yet 
«* he held out with his eyes to behold thesi 
Baogamins, these scHis of his right hand, thou^ 
to him they proved Benanies^ sons of pain and 
^ sorrow : but son^ evil-disposed minds, whether 
'' of malice or covetousness, or wicked blind zedl^ 
'< it is uncertain, as soon as they were bom,, and 
^ their fiithev dead, smothered them ; and, by eomp 
^ veying the perfi^ copies, left unto us nothing 
** hot the old, imperfect, mangled draughts, dis- 
** membered into pieces : no favour, no graces not 
*' the shadow of themselves remaining in th^n. 
^ Had the fiitha* lived to behold them thus 
^ deftcedy he might rightly have named them 
^ JBerumies^ the sons of sorrow ; but being, the 
** learned will not suffer them to die and be buried, 
^ it is intended the world shall see them as they 
*' are : the learned will find in them some shadows 
** and resemblances of their father's face. God 
grant, that as they were with their brethren 
dedicated to the church for messengers of peace. 



«« 
•< 
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<< SO, in the strength of that little breath of lifr 
** that remaineth in them, they may prosper in 
<< their work, and that, by satisfying the doubts of 
<* such as are wilUng to leani, they may help to 
« give an end to the calamities of these our dvil 
" wars ! J. 8," 

And next the reader may note, that this episde 
of Dr. Spencer's was writ, and Hrst printed within 
four years after the death of Mr. Hooker, in which 
time all diligent search had been made for the per- 
fect copies ; and then granted not recoveniMe, and 
therefore endeavoured to be completed out of 
Mr. Hooker's rough draughts, as is exprened by 
the said Dr. Spencer, since whose death it is now 
fifty years. 

And I do profess, by the faith of a Christian, 
that Dr. Spencer's wife (who was my aunt, and 
sister to G^rge Cranmer, of whom I hare spoken) 
told me forty years since, in these, or in words to 
this purpose, " that her husband had made up or 
*' finished Mr. Hooker's last three books ; and that 
*' upon her husband's death-bed, or in his last sick- 
'' ness, he gave them into her hand, with a charge 
** they should not be seen by any man, but be by 
*' hor delivered into the hands of the then Arcb- 
'' bishop of Canterbury', which was I>r. Abbot, or 
** unto Dr. King, Bishop of Ix>ndon ; and that she 
*• did as he enjoined her." 

I do conceive, that from Dr. Spencer*s and no 
other copy, there have been divers transcripts^ and 
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were to be found in sereral places, as namdy, in 
Sir Thomas Bodlie's library, in that of Dr. Andrew s 
late Bishop of Winton, in the late Lord Conway's, 
in the Archbishop of Canterbury's, and in the 
the Bishop of Armagh's, and in many others ; and 
most of these pretended to be the autbor^s own 
hand, being much disagreeing; bong, indeed, 
altered and diminished, as men hare thought 
fittest to make Mr. Hooker's judgment suit with 
tlieir fancies or give authority to their cu ri upi 

designs; and, for procrf* of a part of thiSr take these 
f(^owing testimonies : 

Dr. Barnard, sometime chaplain to Dr. Usher, 
late Lord Archbishop of Armagh, hath deciaRd 
in a late book, called "" Clavi Trabales V printed 
by Rich. Hodgkinson, anno 1661, that in his 
search and examination of the said Bishop's manu- 
scripts, he there found the three written books, 
which were the supposed sixth, sereiitfa, and 



k Or, '' Nails fastened bj mme grc^ M«lcn of 
&c. published by Nicfa. Bemsd, D. D. LondoD, 1^1. It m a 
collection made by Ardibiabop Uiher of tracts written by 
self, Mr. Richard Hooker, Dt, Lancelot Afidivvs, Adri 
Saravia, &c. with a preface by Bishop S a ndewaai . Thai t<» 
contains the Lord Primalcrs Orii^imi of BMiopa md Mctn^ 
politans ; wherein he prorca fiwn Scriptove, as ako fnm dbr 
most ancient writings and monooMnts of the drnnh, tkat dby 
owe their original to no less authority tli«i that of the AfmA» ; 
so that there never was any Christian cfMncb ftmm^iA m flW 
primitive times without Bishop* : which ifiamnrn mm mat ffcfr- 
nor perhiqps ever wiQ bc^ answered by those of i 
ment. (Sre Dr. Pan's Uft tfArcUiskap L'sia^, ^ 4L> 
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eighth, of Mr. Hookor'A books of «* EedcsMstical 
«' Polity f and that, in the »iid three books (now 
printed as Air. Uooker*.s), there are wo many 
omissions that they amoiuit to many paiagiaphs : 
and which cause many incoherencies ; tlie omisnom 
are by him set down at large in the said printed 
book, to which I refer the reader for the v hc^ ; 
but tlunk fit ui this place to insert this foUoiwing 
short part of them : 

** First, As there could be in natural bodieano 
** motion of any thing, unless there were 
'' first which moved all things, annd continued 
'' moveable ; even so in politic societies there 
" must be some unpiuiisiiable, or else no man skaD 
'* suffer punishment ; for, sith punishments pie- 
cccd always from superiors, to whom Hkt ad- 
ministration of justice belongeth, which sdmrni- 
'* stration must have necessarily a fininfaiB timt 
'* doriveth it to all others, and reeeiveth mC 
** from any, because otlierwtse the course of justice 
'< should go infinitely in a circle, every superior 
** having his superior without end, which cannoC 
** be. therefore, a well-spring ; it followeth, there is 
** a supreme head of justice whercunto all ait 
'* subject, but itself in subjection to noiie. ^Vlridl 
'* kind of pre-eminenc}' if some ought to have in a 
*' kingdom, who but the King shall have it ? 
'* Kings, therefore, or no man, can have lawful 
" power to judge. 

'' If private men offc^nd, there is the M agistil e 
" over them wliich judgeth ; if 3Iagistrates, they 



«c 
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** bave thtir Frince ; if Priqces, thm« is IJe^veii, 
•^ H tribumJ, before whidi thpy shall appear ; on 
^ ^vth they are not accountable to any,".r-,' Here/ 
aqrv the Doctor, ^ it Ifl^aks off abruptly.' 

And I have these words also attested vtnder 
Ihe hand of Mr. Fabian Philips ', a man of note 
for his useful books : 

^ I will make oath if I shall be required, tbit 
^ Dr. Sanderson the late Bisliop of Liinooln didt ft 
^ Iktle before his death, affirm to me ht had soeii 
^ • manuscript, affirmed to him to be tbe band* 



^ A barriiter of some aninenoe In hi* pro^Mdon, and noltd §or 
'km loyalty. From his diligent tearcfa of veoordt and papers 
■lipsaitad ifi Iha pid>lic oflBoss, he obtained a most ex%eqmve 
lofowlic^fff ^ ^ history sn4 antiquities of England. When tho 
fapl fcnr tal^in^ away the tenures was depending in Parb'ament, l^ 
jabUsiied a work highly valued by professional readers: 
^Tenenda non ToUenda; or^ the Necessity of presernng 
^ Temras in Capite," &c London. \66q. 4 to .. He was also 
t^ author ^f " Veritas In<x>ncussa ; or, a most certain Tnith 
*' asserted, tliat King Charles 1. was no Man of Blood, but a 
** Martyr (or his People." He concludes tliis tract with the fol- 
lowing extraordinary passage : '^ The Seavcrn, Thames, Trent, 
and Humber, four of the greatest rivers of the kingdom, witfi 
afi their lesser running streams of the island in their continual 
" ogorses, and those huge heaps of water in the ocean and girdle 
" of it, in their restless agitations, will never be able to scour 
'' .and wash away tlie guilt and stain of it (the King's death), 
** though all tlie rains which the •clouds shall ever bring forth 
** and impart to this nation, and the tears of those that bewafl 
'' the loss of a King of so eminent jpraces and per&ction shall be 
'^ adtikd to iL" 

Vol. I. F f 
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" writinjx of Mr. Richanl H<x)ker, in which thcw 

" was no mention made of the K\uff or suprcrnc 

•* governors }^\nfr accountahle to the people ; 

" this I will make oath that that j;ood man 

" attested to me. 

Fabian Philips." 

So that there a])pears to be l)oth omissions and 
additions in the ^id last three ]>rintcd b«x>ks ; and 
this may prohahly be one reas«in why Dr. Sander- 
son, the said learned Bishop (whose writings are 
so hijrhly and justly valued), f^ave a strict iAmrge 
iieiu* the time of his death, or in his last will. 
'' tl)at nothing of his, that was not already printed* 
" should be printed after his desith.** 

It is well known how hi;rh a value our I com ed 
King James put upon the books writ by Mr. 
Hooker, as also that our late King Cliaries (the 
martyr for the church) valued thcni the second of 
all books, testified by his recommending them to 
the reading of his son Charles \ that now is our 



^ Dr. riAii(lL*n in his dcdiratiuii of \fr. HiiuLer* Worlu to 
rh;ii-ie> II. thus adcircv'-ri t]u> Kiif^ : " I nhull noetl nothing 
" to ingrati.itt? tlii* iiiopnipnr.ihle piPt-e to j'oiir Majest)*i 
" t.iiKc, and nil tlir I'ji/^libh world'", than the hi^h 
" tioHA it hntli rviT had trtnn yuur Majesty's myal father; whig 
- a fi'U' d.-iv< iK-fon' he vfah crowned m-jth roartvnlon. eoni- 
niendpfl to his duan^t t*liildn-n the dili;ri*nt muling cif Mr. 
' lhifikfM'.<, ' Kn-irM.istira] l*ulitv/ even next the BiUe : aaMi 
'< rxcilient pu'an*> to settle them in the tnith of reli|;ian, and m 
*' the |)e»e<' nf thi* church, a.i niucli Chri^an bimI m well 
*- rrfoniicd an aiiy ttndcr hea\en: u^ if God had re s c u e d this 
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gracious King; and you may suppose that this 
Charles I. was not a stranger to the pretended 
three books, because in a discourse with the Lord 
Say '» when the said Lord required the King to 
grant the truth of his argument, because it was 
the judgment of Mr. Hooker (quoting him in one 
of the three written books), the King replied, 
** they were not allowed to be Mr. Hooker's books ; 
*'dnit however he would allow them to be Mn 
** Hooker's, and consent to what his Lordship 
poroposed to prove out of those doubtful book^ 
if he would but consent to the judgment of 
** Mr. Hooker, in the other five, that were the uii- 
'' doubted books of Mr. Hooker." 






« iBgnal honour to be done by the best of ki^gs and greatest of 
" soffierers for this churchy to him who was one of the best wiilers 
" and ablest defenders of it" 

> A dose and ambitious man, an enemy to the church of 
England, and desirous of its dissolution. His violent speech 
against Bishops is inserted in " Nalson's CoUections,** &c. VoL II. 
page 266 ; and that against Archbishop Laud, with the Arch- 
biahop's Answer in " Laud's History of his Troubles/' page 470. 
Nathaniel Fiennes, his favourite son, was a most violent enemy 
to Episcopacy and Monarchy, being one of those called Rod and 
Branch Men. Though this nobleman was the principal fomenter 
of the civil war, and entertained the most extravagant ideas of 
civil liberty, he found himself so unhappy under the new govern- 
menty that he retired voluntarily to the isle of Lundy, and 
exerted himself in promoting the restoration of Charles II. He 
afterward received a reward much huperior to his merit— -the 
privy seal ; the appointment to which gave great oflbnoe to maDy 
of the cavaliers. 

Ff2 
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In this relation cxmoeming these three doubtful 
books of ]\Ir. Hooker, my puqxMe was to inquire, 
then set down what I observed and know, whk*h 
I have done, not as an engaged person, but tn- 
difTerently ; and now leave my reader to give 
sentence, for their legitimation, as to himself, but 
so as to leave others the same liberty of beliering, 
or disbelieving them to be Mr. Hooker^s. And it 
is obser\ able, that as Mr. Hooker advised with 
Dr. Spencer, in the design and manage of these 
books, so also, and chiefly with his dear pupO 
George Cranmer (whose sister was the wtfe of 
Dr. Spencer), of which this following I^ietter may 
be a testimony ; and doth also give authorit}' to 
some tilings mentioned both in the Appendix, 
and in the Life of Mr. Hooker ; and is therefbre 
added. 



COKCKRKIRO 



THE NEW CHURCH DISCIKLINE ; 



hS 



LETTER, 



WRITt&N BY IfH. GfeORGfi CRAKMBR TO JOL tL K.^ 



PBBSUABY MOXCVIU *. 



W^BaY pdSteril^ \s likdy to judge of these 
matters obhceilfiing church disdplihe, we may the 
better conjecture, if We call to mind what our 
own age, within a few years, upon better ekpe- 
Hence, hath ahready judged concerning the same. 
tt may be remembered that at first, the greatest 
part of the learned in the land were either 
asigerly affected, or fkvourably indint^ that way\ 



^ Thrs letDnr is reprinted from the original edition in l642, 

* AhAotrf WmxI 1Mb m ttiat be mik <M»rAi€^ by Mr.TiliK: 
Wdtaa, tiMit Mr. ihofge Crtmaer iiid irfiiten tmay itfttr 
4Imi^ tesides this letter, but that they wci^ Icepi flriv«% l»4h» 
pr^odice of the public {Atk Ox. VoL I. c6L*SQ6.) 



^ Namely, the discipline established by Calvin in the church of 
Geneva^ 

FfS 
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The books then written for the most part savoured 
of the disciplinary style ; it sounded every whert- 
in pulpits^ and in the common phrase of men's 
speech. The contrary part began to fear they had 
taken a wrong course, many which impugned the 
discipline, yet so impugned it, not as being the 
better form of government, but as not so conve- 
nient for our state^ in regard of dangerous innova- 
tions thereby likely to grow. One man alone' 
there was to speak (whom let no suspicion of 
flattery deprive of his deserved commendation), 
who, hi the diffidence of the one part, and courage 
of the other, stocxl in the gap, and gave other 
respite to prepare themselves to their defence; 
which by tlie sudden eagerness and violence of 
their adversaries had otherwise been prevented— 
Wherein God hath made gocxl unto liim his own 
empress, " Vincit qui patitur :"" for what contume- 
lious indignities he hath at their hands sustained* 
the world is witness ; and what reward of honour 
above his adversaries God hath bestowed upon him. 
themselves (though nothiug glad thereof) must 
needs coufVss. Now of Lite years the heat of men 
towards the discipline is greatly decayed ; their 
judgments begin to sway on the other side; tlie 
k*nmed have weighed it, and have found it light; 
wise men conceive scMue fear, lest it prove not onh 
not the best kind of govenmient, but the very 
bane and destruction of all govenuuent. Tbc 
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cause of this change in men's opinions may be 
drawn from the general natm^ of error, disguised 
and clothed with the name of truth; which is 
mightily and violently to possess men at first; 
but afterward, the weakness thereof being by time 
discovered, to lose that reputation which before it 
had gained. As by the outside of a house the 
passers by are oftentimes deceived, till they see the 
tonvwiiency of the rooms within ; so, by the very 
name of discipline and reformation, men were 
drawn at first to cast a fancy towards it, but now 
ihey have not contented themselves only to pass 
by and behold afar off the fore-front of this re- 
{onned house ; they have entered in, even at the 
special request of the master workmen and chief 
buildeHB thereof: tliey have perused the rooms, 
the lights, tlie conveniences ; they find them not 
answa*able to tliat report which was made of them, 
nor to that opinion which upon report they had 
conceived. So as now the discipline, which at first 
triumphed over all, being unmasked, begiimeth 
to droop and hang down her head. 

This cause of change in opinion concerning the 
discipline is proper to the learned, or to such as by 
them have been instioicted. Another cause tliere is 
more open and more apparent to the view of all, 
namely, the course of practice which the reformers** 



< The Presbyterian party, who seemed at thgt time to take 
their only measure of trutli from opposition to and distance from 
the diurch of Rome, thinking nothing good therein ; or, if there 
was^ yet still to be rejected on account of what therein was evil. 

Ff4 
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ha\'vhad nith Us from the brginning. ThtfintdN 
grce was only 8f>mc iimall diitercnce about ci|i tai 
surplice, but iiot such ait cither bred diviiion in thr 
church, or tended to the ruin of the govMtnnnt 
then csftablishcd. This was peaceable ; the next dtf- 
gree more stitriiig. Admonitions uere direcMi l» 
the Fariianiei it in peremptory sort agunrt our wbA 
form of re^ment. In detctice of them vafaam 
were publided in Kn^^nh, in LMin : Yet 1U» 
wai no more than writing. Devicet wctc Mt on 
foot to cRTt the practice of the dikripUnle i 
autliority; yet herein some regard of i 
some niotleratiiin was usc>cl. Ueh<dd ht leagCli h 
brake forth into open outrage. Hrst in wkiiiag 1^ 
Martin ' : in whose kind of d«aiil^ tJMete tUlfB 
may be obser\-cd : 1. Tliat whetvu T.C* «d 

' Mr. Ilookrr. n licii lie !■> ^j>i-akifi|t ** ot ihk tCftlill Mri 
" moTP thiiii ■vititii-.il jiiiii)(>ili-»ty III' M miiu w u ," tdb Im tmdm 
tlut ■■ tlic firm |iublisliiil >t-la-<Uili'4 thereat' bring bna^ M 
-' t)ie hands iil' ii vt-ry gnu- aixl vrn- boiiminblc Kia^td, with 
- ki^riifitati"" ^ivi'ii, th:it i!iv Umk woiJd re&nh hi* ^iriti, k 
■' twik it. '^iK what the title wt-. if.-iil over an IIIHnhMlt ttk- 
" t«i«- or Iwn, aiiil (It-ltvi^f I iKivk the Bikl with tW MIMIb *l 
HTi- 111' tlic iniml lo her teLtctsl wtd 
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Dtbeife Jiis grtet mastei^ hod always bef<H% set out 
the discipline as a qileoi, and as the daughter of 
God» he contrafiwue, to make her more acceptable 
to tfae people, brought her forth Us a Vice updn the 
stage '. S. Which conceit of his Was grounded (as 
ftn^y bb supposed) upmi this rare politiy, that seeiltg 
tile disd[dine was by writmg refUted, ihPailiament 
rqCCted, in beci^ coAiers hunted out And descried, 
it was imagined that by oip6n railing (which to the 
vttlgu' is commonly most {^unUe) the state eccle- 
aiastioal might have been drawn into such contempt 
and habed, as the overthrow therec^ should have 
been most gmteful to all men, and in a manner de- 
wed of the common people S.lt niaybenoted(and 
this I know myseU" to be true) how scrnie of them, 
although tliey could not for shame ^prove so 
lewd an action, yet were content to lay hold mi it 
to the advancement of tJieir cause, acknowledging 
llietcin the secret judgments of God against the 
teihops, and hoping that some good might be 
wrought thereby for hb church, as indeed there 
was* though not according to their constructitHi. 
For, 4thly, contrary to their expectation, that nul- 
ing «^t did not only not further, but extremely 
A^graoe and prejudice their cause, wlien it was 
once pcrcuived iVoiii how low degrees of coiitradic- 
titn at ftrst, to wliHt outrage o( contumdy and 




the tuul of til monlities, with hU d^ger of 
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slander they were at len{(tli proceeded, and were 
also likely further to proceed. 

A further degree of outrage was in fact : CertaiB 
prophets " did arise, who deeming it not ponbk 
that God should suffer that undone which diej 
did so fiercely desire to have done, namdy Hut 
his holy saints, the favourers and fathers of die 
discipline should be enlarged, and delivered from 
persecution ; and, seeing no means of delivenaicr 
onlinary, were fain to persuade themselves that 
God must needs raise some extraordinary meuis: 
and being persuaded of none so well as of them- 
selves, they forthwith nuist needs be the instru- 
ments of this great work. Hereupon they framed 
unto themselves an assured hope, that upon their 
preaching out of a pease-cart all the multitude 
would have presently joined unto them, and in 
amazement of mind have asked them, ** Viri 
'' fnitrcs, (juid agimus ?" whercunto it is likdy 
they would have returned an answer far unlike 
to that of St. Peter ; '' Such and such are men 
'• uiiwortliy to govern, pluck them down : sucii 
** and such arc the dear children of God, let them 
" hv advanced/' ()f two of these men it is roert 
to s\Ki\k witli aU conimisenition, yet so that others 
by their example may receive instruction, and 
withal some light may ap])ear what stirring aller- 
tions the (iiscipline is likely to inspire, if it liglit 



u WHl:!!!! Huckct, Kdinuiid Coppinger, and Henry Ar« 
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upon apt and prepared minds. Now if any man 
doubt of what society they were, or if the re- 
formers disclaim them, pretending that by them 
they were condemned, let these points be con- 
sidered. 1. Whose associates were they before 
their entering into this frantic passion ? Whose 
sermons did they frequent f Whom did they ad- 
mire ? 2. Even when they were entering into it, 
Whose advice did they require f and, when they 
were in. Whose approbation ? Whom advertised 
they of their purpose? Whose assistance by 
prayers did they request? But we deal in- 
juriously with them to lay this to their charge ; 
for they reproved and condemned it How ? did 
they disclose it to the Magistrate, that it might be 
suppressed ? or were they rather content to stand 
aloof and see the end of it, and loath to quench 
the spirit ? No doubt these mad practitioners were 
of their society, with whom before, and in the 
practice of their madness, they had most affinity. 
Hereof read Dr. Bancroft's book \ 

A third inducement may be to dislike of the 
discipline, if we consider not only how far the 
reformers themselves have proceeded, but what 
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s Entitled '' A Survey of the pretended holy Disciplme; to 
which i« prefixed a Sermon, preached against the Puritana, at 
St. Paul's Cross, Feb. 9, 1588-9, from the following Text: 
•' tkarlif beloved t believe not every Spirii, bmi hy the Spirits 
" fcheiher I hey be of God, for many faUe Prophets hate gonie out 
•* into the rvorld, I John, iv. 1." 
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Others upon their foundations have built. Here 
come tlie Browniiits in the first rank, their liMid 
descendants, who have seised tipoti a number of 
strange opinions \ whereof although (heir ancestors* 
the refcM-tners, were never actually possessed* )ret 
by right and interest from them derived, the 
Brownists ^ ainl Barrowists have taken 



y HoBEhT R ROWS', a person oT a good family in Rutlafiilihirp. 
etliicnled at Corpus Christi Collf^ in Cambridge, was the 
founder of a sect of Puritans, who took their nsiae A«m lite. 
He inveighed with the matt l>itler acrinMiny against the CInrdi 
of England, condenuiing her government ba Antichrlatiai^ bar 
sacraments as superstitious, and her whole liturgy as a oompouHl 
of Paganism and Popery. His own system of religious infltitn- 
tion wto explained b}' him in a book entided '< A T^talte of 
*' Reformation." He wrote several tt«cts in slqipdM tf Us 
opinioffiM, and sustained various persecutioitt, iHviqg lieca crta- 
mittcd at different times to thirty -two prisons, in some of wliiofc 
he c*oul(l not sc*c liis hand at broad duy. Ik'fure hia iWMval 
with hid followers to Middleburg in Zealand, he beotme dis- 
gtisAcil with their divisions and divputr^ ; and thoogh, 
to Str> |)e, he luul gone a farther dintanci: than any df the 
tans (lid, he renounced his principle« of sqianaiaB, being 
}iruniute(l by his n-latinn, I^ird Uurghlc-y, to a benefkse» tlMI«f 

Acliiircb in NurtlKuuptonshirc. lie is represented to liave 

bci'ii uniuniablc in pri\ate life: And it is to Ik* lamented that he 
alway** ])os!ie»s4'd a turbulent and unquiet dis|MiMticin. He died 
in a prison in I(>JO, in the SOlh \'eHr vli' hi*< age. httving 
toeiit thither by r juNtii^ of tlie fieace for assaulting a 
who wap t'\(H iitiiig a warmnl against him. 

CStrufms Lifv nf HTn/L'tfL ii. ii\ ('. i.aml Appetuht^ Aa iS. 
O/ //*»• iirtmnhU. *rr t'nlk-rx Ckmyk Hitimy. B. /JL 
p. lOfii, unj ^/ui/iti.w'i /•VWt'f. Hits. h\4. //". in 9B.^ 

U 



ofthem*. For if tlie peritiong of flie refc r mtrB be 
bme, I cannot see how the main and general 
<5onGhmon8 of Brownism should be fidsei For upon 
lliese two points^ as I eoneeive, th^ stand : 

1. That beoause we ha¥e no ohuroh, they aie to 
sever themselyes from us. 

9. That without civil authority they are to enel 
a church of their own. 

And if the former of these be true^ the latter I 
•suppose will follow. For if abore all things^ men 
lie to regard their salvation ; and if out of the 
^diurch there be no salvation, it fblloweth, that if 
we have no church, we hare no means of salvation ; 
and therefore separation fh)m us in that respect is 
botil lawftil and necessary. As also, that raeR» so 
separated from tiie fidse and counterfeit chuvohr 
.are to associate themselves unto some diiiich ; net 



It tippttn from » psasag^ in SbAespetr diat the Brownlttt 
^fer«ti«ited«3 objects of satire: '' Policy I hate ; IhadasHef 
« be a J?ftMVfMf< as a politician.'' CTmelJtikNigki,A.in.Se.Ii.^ 
■■ f Why now tbcNi at m feod kasv^ iMVtb a faa n i iw 4 
Bmnrfsta.*- (Tim PmimhA.JII.Sc. FIJ 

* Se denoniinated finom Hx!f ey Baeeow, 4 Uynuoi, and noC^ 
MCtaiy, who suffered death for paUishing seditioue books against 
fht Queen and the State. He derired his duitoine fiHiiyrily 
ikam Cartwr%ht ; Buamaininf , ameog ediie ti^Mgs> tiM As 
qaJK^i of England was not a traeelHiiJi; that her iain»»^ 
nt Uwf al calling ; end ihst tbf me ef forms of |Mgr«r wss 
hisqiheauNis. fQf (kis mm md kU cpmkmt, see Sir O^ Patd^i 
life of Whilgift, p. 5t.^K€imte$ fiiaor^ ^ Bn^md, FcL 11. 
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to ours; to the Popish much less; therefore to 
one of their own making. Now tlie ground of all 
these inferences being this, that in our cliurdi 
there is no means of salvation, is out of the re- 
fonner s principles most clearly to Ik* proved. For 
wheresoever any matter of iaith unto salvation 
necessary is denied, there can be no means 
of salvation; but in the Church of Knglaud« 
the discipline, by them ac^iunted a matter of 
faith, and necessary to salvation, is not only de- 
nied, but impugned, and the professors thereof 
( ij) pressed . E rgo. 

Again (but this reason ])erhaps is weak), every 
true church of Christ acknowledgeth the whole 
gospel of Christ ; the discii)line, in their opinioiip is 
a part of the gosjH^l, and yet by our church re- 
sisted. Ergo. 

Ag-ain, the discipline is essentially united to the 
churcli : by which term cs.scntiully^ they must 
mean either an essential part, or an essential pn>- 
IH^rty. lloth which ways it must needs be, that 
where that essentiid discipline is not, neitlicr is 
there an> cluirch. If, therefore, between them 
luid the Brownists there should be appointed a 
solemn disputation, whereof with us they have 
lK>en (»ilentimcs so earnest challengers; it doth 
not yet appear what other answer they oould 
possibly frame to these and the like argimients» 
whcR»with they might be pressed, but fairly to 
deny the conclusion (for all the premises are their 
own), or rather ingeniously to reverse their own 



richaed HOOTEH. 46S 

principles before laid, whereon so foul absurdities 
have been so firmly built. 

AVhat further proofs you can bring out of their 
high words, magnifying the discipline, I leave to 
your better remembrance : but above all points, 
I am desirous this one should be strongly inforced 
agwist them, because it wringeth them most of 
all, and is of all others (for ought I see) the most 
unanswerable. You may, notwithstanding, say, 
that you would be heartily glad these their posi- 
tions might so be salved, as the Brownists might 
not appear to have issued out of their loins ; but 
until that be done, they must give us leave to 
think that thev have cast the seed whereout these 
tares are grown. 

Another sort of men there is, which have been 
oontent to run on with the reformers for a time^ 
imd to make them poor instruments of their own 
designs. These are a sort of godless politics, who, 
perceiving the plot of discipline to consist of these 
two parts, the overthrow of Episcopal, and erec- 
tion of Presbyterial authority, and that this latter 
can take no place till the former be removed, are 
oontent to join with tliem in the destructive part 
of discipline, bearing them in hand, that in the 
other also they shall find them as ready. But 
when time shall come, it may be they would be as 
loath to be yoked with that kind of regiment, as 
now they are willing to be released from this. 
l^ese men's ends in all their actions is ro tlm^ their 
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pretence and colour refonniition *• Thow thingl>r 
wliicti under this colour tliey have efffectcd to tlieii 
own go(Hl, are 1. My maintaintng a contrary Ac- 
tion. t\w\ havu kept the clergy always in awe. and 
then-liy niaile them more phable anil wiiUng to 
buy tlieh' i»eacc. 9. Uy umiiitaining ai) opinitui of 
fV]uality among niiiiivtrrs, they liuve made way to 
their own puqmst'B tbr devouring catliedrol 
churches and Bishop's living*- 3. Hy exchuniing 
against ahuNeK in tlie church, they have cvricd 
their own corrupt dealings in the civil state uhhc 
covertly. For such is the nature of the multitude^ 
they are not able to apprehend many tlunga at 
onoe, so as being poswiised with dislike or likiBf 
of any one thing, many other in the mean time 
may escape them without being perceived. 
4. They have sought to disgrace tlie deigy ia 
entertaining a conceit in men's minds, and con- 
finning it by continuid practicLs that iptn of 
learning, and espocially of the clergy, which are 
employed in the chiefcst kind of Icandng, are not 
to be admitted, nr s]>anngly admittod, to matr 
tcrs of state ; eontmrv' to the pmetioe of all we{l> 
governed commonwealths, and of our own tiO 
these late years. 

A thinl sort of men there is. though not d»> 
Mxrndcd Ijom the reformers, yet in pwt i 



• In ih« later editioiu the atrnXxam !■> "^nm vMl mtt 
■• in mil thuir actiooi ii d 
- rHbrmition." 
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greatly strengthened by i 
crew of Atheiiti. Tuj^ h^:? i^ .&e -:r ^»e >:jzia. 
which I am deiiro(::» vou iai:iidf -is*^^*^** ii»;« 
effectuallv. and strain Tx^r^^if zinersn z,. i3l >:izm 
of motion and affectiioo . la m znaz ^z^a Br^. 
to all strength and *ir£fw^ or roar.c Trjt j» i 
most damnable, and ^et b^r '^e £<SHru Ri^^fci^ziiia 
of the world at thi* daj ziy^c %vruruuL 7\e 
causes of it, which ar& i^:. "Sie p^ra 
although you handle in tike v^gnrr'fr '*c u^^ 
book, yet here agaLr. tr^ =A7 >t ^jutru*?: iwr 
the occasions of help iizA tjrz,fS3Sx^ vnna vr 
the refijrmers Lave ?>Bcr» i">=:u"isfi .;:::n.-. v.iir-i- ai*. m, 
I conceive, two: 4^'Vftlf;^4v pn.ztt'^.'X^ . :-^.r iU- 
gracing hf the miniar^ : ix w:^ hiiu^^i srx lu^a 
dare to impugn tiucz wj-yr ju^Jii«»sf '.7 Ijc*^ 'jf 
reason nor by autbrjnn' -jr j^&r^-xit -n rsanr-ai::;^-! 
But in the parties tisMenzMi'-i ^ "tiuei^ tr-. ^x^^j^sl 
I conceive of Atheism . 1- M.'.r*r i^rj-.JLriiau'^ •/ wx 
than judgUierit, ax^i o^ virty T^jiC ;uCj':-v^; j^saru- 
ing ; whereby tliej' art xx*vrt xws^jz^^ v, <--rjv«rtii<r. 
any thing, than wilii^;^ v^ Ur a;i'.»r-jj«^ v' u^ 
truth. — They are lyA tij«»ii'-«^ r-'«^ ^ vj^ojc »<art^ 
ing for the m^jst y^tL but *«r-ii^>jy*^^ , iji*-. j-«-^ '**. 
their kind of dispute ^^ m^ji^ bv i-*>r ^y a*^. 'i-»:*i'; 
as by Kxiffing. Whii mu •-«? •».--rfii5.^ 4au# 

turning matten hm. »« j^A'> jirfrrrAUi^t* «» 

now become fto cowj t aa* i*^X v^ uiar »idt 

what the prapheC u i - tsl^r «^ '^ ^.^M^.f^ 



what the aportle 
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US. Whrch also may be an argument against 
these scoffers and Atheists theniselrea, seeing it 
hath been so many ages ago foretold, that audi 
men tlve latter days cf the world shouM aflbnl ; 
which could not be done by any other spirit save 
that whereunto things future and present mt aKke. 
And even for tlie main qilestion of the reaurree- 
tion, wliereat they stick so miglitily, was it not 
plainly foretold, that men should in the latter 
times say, " Where is the j^omifse of his cottiing ?* 
Against the creation, the ark, and divefa other 
points, exceptions are said to be taken ; the ground 
whereof is superfluity of wit, withodt gwmtw l of 
learning and judgment. A second cause of 
Atheism is sensuality, which maketli meki denmoi 
to remove all stops and impediments dT thiSr 
i\-icked life : among which because relig(!Mi is the 
chiefest, so as neither in this lilb withodt sliidaaie 
they can pcr«nst tlicrcin, nor (if that be true) With- 
out torment in the life to come ; they wbet theor 
wits to annihilate the joys of hearen, lAerein 
they sec (if any such he) they ean httve na 
part, and likewise the imins of lidl, wheran their 
portion must needs be very gretit. Thc^ MkiM; 
theref(»ro, not that thev niuv not deserve those 
pains, but that, deser\ing them, there maybenoaiicli 
pains to sci/e upon them. Ihit what conceit ofeei he 
im:i<rincd more base than that man shditld itn^ 
to persuade himself even against the secret instinct 
(no doubt) of his own mind« that his soul is as the 
soul of a Ix^ast, mortal, and corruptible wfth the 
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body. Against which barbarous opinion their own 
Atheism is a very strong argument : For were not 
the soul a nature separable from the body, how 
could it enter into discoiurse of things merely 
spiritual, and nothing at all pertaining to the 
body ? Surely the soul were not able to conceive 
any thing of heaven, not so much as to dispute 
against heaven, and against God, if there were not 
in it somewhat heavenly, and derived from God. 

The last which have received strength and cn- 
eouragem^it from the reformers are Papists; 
against whom, although they are most bitter 
enemies, yet unwittingly they have given them 
great advantage. For what can any enemy rather 
desire than the breach and dissension of those 
wliidi are confederates against him ? wherein they 
are to remember, that if our communion with 
Papists in some few ceremonies do so mudi 
strengthen them, as is pretended, how mudi more 
doth this division and rent among ourselves, 
especidly seeing it is maintained to be, not in 
fight matters only, but even in matters of faith 
and salvation. ^VTiich over-reaching speech of 
tbeir^s, because it is so open to advantage both for 
the Barro\\ast and the Papist, we are to wish and 
hope for, that they will acknowledge it to have 
been spoken rather in heat of affection, than 
with soundness of Judgment; and that through 
their exceeding love to that creature of discipline 
which themselves have bred, nourished and main* 

Gg2 
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tallied, their nioutli in commendation of her did 
somewhat overflow. 

From hence you may proceed (but tlie means 
of connexion I leave to yourself) to another dis- 
course, which 1 ill ink \Qty meet to be handled either 
here or elsewhere at large ; the parts whereof may 
be these : 

1. That ui this cause between tliem and lu, 
men are to sever the proper and essential pmnts 
and controversy, from those which are accidentaL 
The most essential and proper arc these two; 
overthrow of Episcoptil ; erection of Presbifterial 
authority. But in these two points whosoever 
joineth with them is accounted of their number ; 
whosoever in sdl other i)oint8 agreeth with tbem. 
yet thinketh the autliority of Bishops not unlaw- 
ful, and of Elders not necessary, may justly be 
severed from their retinue. Those things; there- 
fore, which either in the persons, or in the laws 
and orders themselves, are faulty, may be com- 
plained on, acknowledged, and amended; yet 
they no whit the nearer their main purpose. For 
what if aU errors by them supposed in our lituigy 
were amendeil, even accordhig to their own hesrts 
desire ; if non-residence, pluralities, and the likc^ 
were utterly taken away ; are their lay<«lden» 
therefore, presently authorised? tlieir sovendgn 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction established ? 

But even in their complaining against the out* 
ward and accidental matters in churcli-govenuneniU 
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fttey are many ways faulty. 1. In their end which 
they propose to themselves. For in declaiming^ 
against abuses, their moaning is not to have them 
redressed, but, by disgracing the present state, to 
make way for their own discipline. As, therefore, 
in Venice, if any senator should discourse against 
the power of their senate, as being either too 
aovereign, or too weak m government, with pur- 
pose to draw their authority to a moderation, it 
might well be suffered ; but not so, if it should ap- 
pear he spake with purpose to induce another 
state by depraving the present : so, in all causes 
bdonging either to chiut^h or commonwealth, we 
are to have regard what mind the comjilaining 
part doth bear, whether of amendment or of inno^ 
▼ation ; and accordingly either to suffer or suppress 
it Their objection therefore is frivolous. Why; 
may not vien speak against abuses f Yes, but 
with Aesiie to cure the part affected, not to destroy 
the whole. S. A second fault is in their manner 
of complaining, not only because it is for tlie most 
part in bitter and reproacliful terms, but also be- 
cause it is unto the common people, judges incom- 
petent and insufficient, both to determine any 
thing amiss, and for want of skill and authority to 
amend it. Which also discovereth their intent 
and purpose to be rather destructive than oor- 
tective. Sdly, Those very exceptions which they 
take are frivolous and impertinent : Some things, 
indeed, they accuse as impious ; which if they may 

GgS 
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appear to be audi, God forbid they should be 
maintained. 

i^gainst the rest it is only alleged, that they are 
idle ceremonies without use, and that better and 
more profitable might be devised. Wherein they 
are doubly deceived : for neither is it a sufficieDt 
plea to say, This mvM give placc^ becatue a better 
may be devised : and in our judgments of better 
and worse, we oftentimes conceive amits, whco 
we compare those things which are in devise with 
those which are in practice ; for tlie imperfectaons 
of the one are hid, till by time and trial tbej be 
discovered: the otliers are already manifiBit and 
open to all. But last of all (which is a point in 
my opinion of great r^ard, and whidi I am 
desirous to have enlarged), they do not lee^ that 
for die most part when they strike at the stale 
ecclesiastical, they secretly wound the dvil state. 
For personal faults, wliat can be said agMmt the 
church, which may not also agree to the oommon- 
wealth? In both statesmen have always beeOv 
and will be always men, sometimes blinded with 
error, most commonly perverted by pnssions; 
many luiworthy have been and are advanesd 
in both, many worthy not regarded. As fo 
abuses wliich they pretend to be in the laws 
themselves; when they inveigh against non- 
residence, do they take it a matter lawful or 
expedient in the civil state, for a man to have s 
great and gainful office in the north, himself 
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timnilly remidning in the south ? He that hatk an 
tjffhe^ let Mm aMemd H$ (^Slioe. When tfaejr coBdemn 
pluniUty Qf Uvingg spHtual to the pit of faeU, 
wh^t think they of the infinite of temporal pvomo* 
tionp ? By th^ gcw% philoto^ier» it is forihidden 
1^ a thing inoat dimgerous to emnmonwealtluiy 
Umt by the s^me miofi m«ny great offices should 
be ei(ercised. Whm they deride our ceFemomes 
V Vfun und ^vo}ou8» were it hard to apply their 
e^oeptions even to Aose civil eemnoBiee, wfaicii 
^ th? cofcqation, in Parhament, 4|id all oourts of 
juA^o? are us^? Wore it haid to ng^ eveq 
against circumcision* the ordinance of Qod, aa 
being a cruel ceremony ? against the passover, as 
being ridiculous — shod, girt, a staff in their hand, 
to eat a lamb ^ ? 

To conclude, you may exhort the clergy (or 
what if you direct your condusion, not to the 
clergy in general, but only to the learned in, or erf 
both Universities), you may exhort them to a due 
consideration of aU things, and to a right esteem 
and valuing of each thing in that degree wherein 
it ought to stand : for it oftentimes fidleth out, 
what men have either devised themselves, or 
greatly delighted in, the price and excellency 
thereof they do admire above desert The chiefest 



4< 



^ A strange reiMling is found in all the tabwqoent adttioat : 
Against the passover as being ridiculous; should be girt, « 
staff in their hand, to eat a lamb." 

Gg4 
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labour of a Christian should be to know, of a 
minister to preach Christ crucified: in regard 
whereof not only worldly things, but even things 
otherwise precious, even the discipline itself is vile 
and base. Whereas now, by the heat of conten- 
tion, and violence of affection, the seal of men 
towards the one hath greatly decayed their love to 
the other. Hereunto, therefore, they are to be 
exhorted, to preach Christ crucified, the mor- 
tification of the flesh, the renewing of the spirit ; 
not those tilings which in time of strife seem 
precious, but, pasnons being allayed, are vain an^ 
43faildish. 



This EPITAPH was long since presented to tbe world 
in memory of Mr. Hooker, by Sir William CowpeH ; 
vbo also built him a fair Monument in Borne Cburcb, 
and acknowledges bim to baye been bis spiritual 
fatber. 

Though notbing can be spoke wortby bis faine^ 

Or the remembrance of tbat precious name, 

Judicious Hooker; tbougb tbis cost be spent 

On bam that batb a lasting monument 

In bis own books ; yet ought we to Apress, 

If not bis worth, yet our respectfulness, 

Oburcb-ceremonies be maintained: then why. 

Without all ceremony, should be die? 

Was it because bis life and death shoul4 bt 

Both equal patterns of humility ? 

Or tbat perhaps tbis only glorious one 

Was above all, to ask, why bad be none T 

Yet he that lay so long obscurely low 

Doth now preferred to greater honours go. 

Ambitious men, learn hence to be more wise : 

Humility is the true way to rise : 

And God in me tbis lesson did inspire. 

To bid this bumble man — ** Friend, sit op higber,'* 

W.C. 
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THE WORKS OF MR. RICHARD HOOKER. 

X H B Works of Mr. Hooker, excloiiTe of the Books of 
Ecclesiastical Polity, the different editions of which ar^ 
enumerated in a subsequent page, are, 

I. " ANSWER to the SUPPLICATION that Mr. 
TRAVERS made to the COUNCIL. Ox<m. 1618." 
410. 

II. " A learned DISCOURSE of JUSTIFICATION, 
WORKS, and how the FOUNDATION of FAITH ig 
overthrown: onHabai.i.i. Oxon. 1612." 4te. 

IIL "A learned SERMON of the NATURE of 
PRIDE : on Habak. ii. 4. Oxon. 1612." 4to. 

IV. '< A REMEDY against SORROW and PEAR, 
delivered in a FUNERAL SERMON : on John sir. ST. 
Oxon. 1618." 4to. 

V. " A learned and comfortable SERMON of tb* 
CERTAINTY and PERPETUITY of FAITH in th« 
ELECT : especiall/ of the PROPHET HABAKKUK'k 
FAITH : on Habak. i. 4. Oxon. 16U." 4to. 
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VI. <« TWO SERMONS upon part of St JUl)E*s 
EPISTLES. Epiat. Jude, ver. 17, 18, 18, 20, t\. 
Oxon. 1613." 4io. 

These SermoDS were originally published bj Mr. Heary 
.lacksoo, with <' Wicklirs Wicket," and afterward re* 
printed without that tract. What reception thej met 
with from the public we learn from one of his letters 
preserved in Fulman's papers in the library of Corpus 
Christi CoUge, Oxford. ^* Edidi ante paucos dies trac- 
*^ tatus quosdam D. Ricbardi Hookeri, qai omniiiB 
<* Applausu, excipio Puritanos ut vocant, ita excepd 
<* sunt, ut necesse jam sit typographo nostro DOTam 
*< Editionem parare, quae prima ill^ emendatior meii curi, 
« deo volente, prostitura est. Ci^m itaque prodierit, ex- 
*' pecta bina exemplaria una ciim Wiclefi Tractata, qaem 
*' edidi eodem Tempore.'' 

VIII. In 1641, a volume was published under the fol* 
lowing title: " A SUMMARIE VIEW of the GOVERN- 
MKNT both of the OLD and NEW TESTAMENT; 
whereby the EPISCOPAL GOVERNMENT of 
CHRIST S CHURCH is vindicated,^' out of the rode 
draughts of Launcelot Andrews, late Bishop of Win- 
chester. 

To this volume is prefixed, as a preamble to the whole, 
" A DISCOVERY of the CAUSES of these CONTEN- 
TIONS touching CHURCH GOVERNMENT, oat of 
the FRAGMENTS of RICHARD HOOKER.** 

This volume contains certain brief treatises, writteo 
by divers learned men, concerning the ancient and 
modern Government of the Church. The treatises are 
seven in number, of which this posthumous work of 
Mr. Hooker is one, and as it stands before the rest it is 
therefore called a Preamble to the whole. 
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IX. THREE TREATISES inserted in the " CLAVI 
TRABALES.*' vii. 1. " On the KING'S POWER in 
Matters of RELIGION." 2. " Of his POWER in the 
ADVANCEMENT of BISHOPS to their ROOMS of 
PRELACY." 3. " The KING'S EXEMPTION from 
CENSURE, and other JUDICIAL POWER.** 

It will not be improper to notice a publication of great 
merit, entitled " A FAITHFUL ABRIDGMENT of 
the WORKS of that learoed and judicious Divine, 
Mr. RICHARD HOOKER, in eight books of EC- 
CLESIASTICAL POLITY, and of all the other 
Treatises which were written bj the same Author, 
With an Account of his Life. By a Divine of the 
Church of England. London, 1706.*' 

In ^' Fulman's Manuscript Historj of Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford," the time and birth of Mr. Hooker, 
with some other particulars relative to him, are ascer* 
tained. 

^^ Richardus Hooker apud Heavy-tree jnxta Civi- 
** tatem Exoniam natus est circa finem Martii Mensii, 
«* Anno 1554 ineunte." 

•' He was admitted Scholar of C. C. C. Dec. 24, I67S, 
" being twenty years old the Easter following ; and 
** admitted Probationer, Sept. 16, 1577, being 23 yean 
•* old the Easter preceding.*' • 
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AUTHENTICITY OF THE THREE LAST BOOKS 
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ECCLESIASTICAL POLITY- 



X H B writings of the learned and jadicioof Mr. Ridbaid 
Hooker have so deservedly obtained the character of 
superior excellency, that it becomes a natter of no little 
consequence to distinguish his genuine works from aof 
suppositious productions that have appeared ia his naae. 
Of the authenticity of the three last Books of Ecolesias- 
tical Polity, much doubt has been entertained. As I aa 
not inclined to hope that it is in my power to throw oew 
light upon the subject, I shall merely suggest aone lev 
observHtions that obviously occur on a plain representa- 
tion of the case. 

The lour first books of this celebrated work were SrsI 
printod m 1591, and the fifth in 1597. While they were 
admire.! and applauded by wise and good men both at 
ho:ip' i\u:\ abroHd, they gave great offence to that naoie- 
ron<: band of puritannioni ^vriters, who«e unremitting aeal, 
in « pi>nsMi<^ our t.r/*f'>>i;)«:!:A*«iI oi^lnblishmont, unifonnly 
d:bpla}-ed itseii«>M . dccusions. In fact this performaoot 



cc 
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oT Mr. Hooker soon engaged the attention of those 
writers. They treated him with much asperitj in a tmct 
entitled ** A Christian Letter of certain Engliah Pro* 
** testunts, nnfained Fattrarera of the present State of 
Religion, authorised and piDfesaed in England, nnto 
that reverend and learned mAn Mr. R. HOO. requiring 
resolntion in certaine matteta of doctrine (which aeeme 
to overthrow the foundation of Christian Religion, 
** and of the Church among ut) expreaslie contained in 
'' his five books of EcclesiasticaU Policie. 1698.** This 
tract is said to have given that wound to Mr. Hooker^ 
** that it was not the least cause to procure bis death.'* 
But, *' it was far otherwise,'* according to Dr. Cove! S 
who, with equal modesty and learning, has discussed all 
the positions advanced in the Christian LMer; ** for he 
** contemned it in his wisdom ; and jet in bis humilitie 
'* would have answered it, if he- had lived." 

It cannot be denied that Mr. Hooker completed eight 
books'. The accomplishment of this work was tbt wish 
nearest to his heart. He had formed in his vastly coaa* 
prehensive mind a noble and magnificent plan. Having 



c8* •< A JuM idd Twipime OtfftMe «r 0m Five Iddkt af titl M lfiia l 
Midt, written by Mr. Mduari Hooka, igiiBM an MKluaaafalt lactflr ol 
a«caln finglMli Pktic«lBnts (i they t^arme thetmiifti)» cnwiaa BawlnHca, Ifcc. 
Written by Wfllkm Covel, Doctor in Dirinitie. Lomdam^ 1003.** 

«Or this dftcnnftuiee Dr. Ganacn aeeflii not to be iiipiieed. Re Idli im 
tba tbay ivere CflKBenied aboithrei, wltli nidi Hn ea mmto of tbeir flttb*** 
ffertai and vigtHS- lb (hem, that they may be eadly and juitly owned iv 
gaoidfta, althou^ perhapt flicy had not the iMt poUtine of their pstnt'e 
head: Tbetr aCfeiigth tfiowa thekn to be a legitiinate progeny, however they 
may eeem to want ibAething of that beailly and lustre which alwayt attended 
Mr. Hooker** eonaummatioo. 

(Dr. GmdmU Hfe, fc ^Mr. JWdWrrf Bmktr.p. 14> 



480 APPENDIX. 

liyed to see that plao perfected, he died with complaoeiiGj 
and cootentment. 

Manj circumstances contributed to excite a raspicioa, 
that an attempt would be made to suppress or destroj 
his manuscripts. This appears from a Letter written by 
Dr. Launcelot Andrews, who was then Master of Pern- 
broke Hall in Cambridge, to Dr. Parry ■• 

<< SALUTEM IN CHRISTO, 



4< 
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I cannot choose but write though you do not: I 
never failed since I last saw you, but doyly prayed for 
<* him till this very instant you sent this heavie news. I 
«< have hitherto prayed, serva nobU hunc : now must f, 
da nobi^ alium. Alas for our greate loss! And when 
I say ours, though I meane yours and myne, yet much 
more the common : with the losse since they have of 
so greate a damage, the more sad woe neede to bewajle 
" them and ourselves, who knowe his workes and bis 
*^ worth to be such, as behind him he hath not (that I 
^^ knowe) left anie neere him. And whether I shall live 
<< to knowe anie neere him, I am in greate doubt, that T 
^' care not how manie and myself had redeemed his 
'^ longer life to have done good in a better sobject than 
^' he had in hand, though that were very good. Good 
*' brother, have a care to deal with his execatriz or 



e Frtim a MS. in the Bodleian Library, and inserted in the Oifard edalin of 
Mr. Hooker's works. Dr. Henry Parr}-, to whom this letter tccmt lo ham 
hi-cii addressed, wa« educated in Corpus Chruti Cullepc. Oifiird. la IflOT. b« 
w;iM appointed Bishop of Gloucester, and in 16 lU, Dihhup of W* 
was rvpiited by all uf his time, an able divine, and well read in tbt K 
thorough-; Mi\-d disputant, and su eloquent a preacher, tlial King Jamci I. ** wka 
** (lid ken a inan of merit ai well as any prince in Chnstcndom,'* alvayi 
f«^^ he «el«i<ia) hvoxd a tetter. S«t «• Wood'a Aih. Os." VoL L eoL 41C 






*^ emenioT, #r (kin tbut ii like to baw « grette itrokt 
** in it) his father in lawe, that there be special oafe 
** and fegard for preaenring sqch papers as he Ml, 
^^ besides the three last books expected. B7 preserriag 
*' I meane, that not oaly tkey be oot embeaelled, and 
'' come to notbioa^t but that they come not into greate 
*^ bands, vhoe will only have nse of them quatenus et 
*^ quQU^quef and suppresse the rest» or unhappily all: 
'* but rather into the hands of some of them that un* 
feignedly wished him well, though of the iManM 
sort ; who may upon good assurance (very good as* 
<< suraooe) be trusted wiih them; for it is pitie they 
<< should adroit anie limitation* Do this, and do it 
<< mature : it had bin more than time long since to have 
*' bin about it, if I bad sooner knowne it. If mj word 
'* or letter would doe apie good to Mr. Chorehman» 
«< it should not want. But what cannot yourself pr 
'* Mr. Sandys doe ibeiein? For Mr. Cranmer isaway; 
** happie in that he shall gaine a weeke or two before 
*^ he knowe of it Almightie God oomfort us over bim! 
'< whose taking away I imst I shall no longer live, then 
** with grief I remember; therefofw with grief, beoaose 
** with inward and most just honour I ever honoured 
*^ him since I knew him. 

** Your assured poore loving Friend, 
**Mtht Court. 7 Novr. isoa '* L. ANDB EWES.'* 

We learn from the Latin epitaph inscribed on the 
monument whiob was erected in 1631, to the memorj 
of Mr. Hooker, above thirty years after his death, tlM|t 
the suspicion was not groundless, and that three books 
were actually wanting. " Scripsit octo Libros Politiie 
'* Ecclesiastical Angiicaas, quorum tre9 de9iderantur.** 

Witbin four years after the death of this veaerabla 
man, the most strict and diligent tnqairy was made 
after them witboni suecesa. Anthony Wood annonncea 

Vol. 1. H h 
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the pablication of all the eight bookf, with eeritii 
tractates and sermons, so earlj as in 1617. The Utk 
page of the edition of that year, on which he eatablishif 
his opinion, utters a glaring falsehood ; the Tolume eoa- 
iaining only five books, as well in this edition of 1611, 
as in the subsequent ones of 1681 and 1631. The eo«* 
pilers of <' The General Dictionary/' and of ** The 
Biographia Britannica," relying on the avtborily of 
Wood, have fallen into the same error. — Withoalcoa- 
descending to examine the contents of the Toloaej 
they very injuriously charge Dr. Gauden with igDorance 
or confidence, when he insinuates that Iho Scvesth 
Book was first published in 1668. 

The Sixth and Eighth Books were printed at London 
in 1648, 4to, under the title of «<TheLaweaof Eeelr- 
siastical Politie, the Sixth and Eighth Books: By 
Richard Hooker. A work long expected, and now 
published according to the most aothonliqne eopka.** 
In this edition it is asserted that they were oompnifd 
with five copies extant, in different librariea; in the 
Bodleian Library, in that at Lambeth, and in thoae of 
Bishop Andrews, Archbishop Usher, and Lord Edward 
Conway. With regard to the decree of credit dneto 
these copies, a profound silence is obsenred. 

Fourteen years after, namely in 1662, the Serenth 
Book (touching Episcopacy, or the PiimitiTe, Cntboliek, 
and Apostolick Governnient of the Church) said to be 
completed out of his own manuscripts, was pablisbed by 
Dr. Gauden, then Bishop of Exeter, along with Mr. 
Hooker's other works ^ 

It seems reasonable to expect that the fnllett and 



'Dr. Cauden ptibliOied "Hooker*! Workt,"* in I6Sf. M. A 
nlition. «iith ••The Life of Mr. Hooker, by Ime Wdtaa,*' 
4666. foL A third iii 1676. ful. A fomth in ISSt, M. A ifth ftl lTf9^ Mf 
Ajid a bixUi in 1793, pHmcd at Ozftord in tkns ««hUBHb ttvok 



APPENDIX. 483 

most coDvincing proofs should have been adduced to 
sobstaDtiate these books as authentic. A cautious 
editor, when he presents to the piibiic i.ght a choice 
aod precious manuscript, that hnd lt»ng beeu buried 
lo obscurity, will not content himseli with mere as- 
sertions : He will endt^avour to inform his renders when 
and where it was discovered : He will endeavour to 
establish its authority with all possible precisioo, so as 
to banish every doubt concerning its genuineness. On 
the present occasion nothing of this kind has been 
attempted. When asseverations are urged without any 
attendant arguments to confirm their validity, the mind 
is left to fluctuate in ancertainty and perplexed nesi. 
It is declared by Dr. Gauden, that ** these three latt 
** books were never finished'." The truth of this 
declaration is expressly contradicted, both by the above 
cited epitaph, and by Isaac Walton^s narrative. 

It is added, that ** they had been /or many age$ 
suppressed." Was it not, therefore, highly requisite 
to advance some evidence of their originality after 
this long suppreition; to ascertain the place where 
they had eluded all inquiry; to instruct us by what 
means they were brought from their dark abode? A 
treasure so inestimable, a deposit so dear to every good 
man, would surely have been preserved with the utmost 
fidelity and caution ; and when ushered into the world, 
would have been accompanied with all ihe attestations 
necessary to enhance its worth. 

He proceeds : ** They are now oome to light after cor 
** late long troubles, ms some boried statues or bidden 
« monuments are oft discovered by earthquakes.** Are 
we to attribute the discovery of them, after a conceal* 
ment for so extensive a period of time, to the distracted 
state of this country, amidst the horrors and confdsion of 
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a civil war? Ypt what prevented tbeir more etrlj 
appearance ? In the mild and peaceable reign of James I. 
when disquisitions on the discipline and doctrine of tk 
Church of Engiand were the subjects of general atteo. 
tion, the publication of them would have been pecaliarlj 
acceptable And if their genuinrness admitted no doubt, 
what causes can possibly be assigned for secreting 
them? ir they remained in the possession of Mr. 
Hoi:ker's friends, those friends would eagerly and with- 
out delay have consigned them to the press. If his ene- 
mie!« concealed them» it is scarce probable that from their 
htifids they would emerge pure and uncontaminated *. 

He adds further: ** Each of them is by learned critics 
^'judged lo be genuine or authentic.** Who those 
lea.ued critics are, or upon what grounds they fonfided 
their criticism, we are left to conjecture. King Charles I. 
by whom the very name of Mr. Hooker was held io the 
higbpst veneration, thought otherwise. In his inteniew 
with Lord Say, he expressly maintained that the Sixth 
and Eighth BcK>ks were not allowed to have been 
written by Mr. Hooker. And this opinion was probahly 
the result of his discourses on the subject with those 
divines, in whose conversation he delighted, and who 



li It 15 mnarked nf the Puritoniral writers o€ thote tiiocs, that Ibey «n« auc 
ashamed " tn sett fiirth «up|>*it:mi.>> pamphlctt in fkvour oT Uidr 
" the counterfeit naiav.': <if othvr incn <if known picfr Kiwt |urta« 
** wTitings bave been cnteriiincd vith goDcnJ appralMrion bfamd ia ikc' 
Thirir very dhmi. tbcjr tbmifht, would give eonie oounleane 
wbJch Ihey rouid aucm in mny degree in own. •• Tbia,** aiyi Dr. S 
<* 13 one i«f tlxtir pia JVandfM, or fodly cbcatii a la i it i tf e citinmao Id tlsiB «iib 
•• the Jc*>iiits, a* many other of their |vactice« (ey and of ihcv doctiinB Ma| 
*' are. Surii an iiiiluippy f^caJ ouincidcnce not tckkjoi ibcre ia of 
<• Tliui they dv^i nrli tlic reverend Primate of Ann^h, prati^ tm 
** and tlut in hi^ lifc-n ik- too (lucb was their niAl«.'»cv and iinikmiBi td ri»- 
*• sc-icnrf), to two ^L■\cr;il. |uini|>hlet>, ihc one called ' Vox HihcmiK,* and ibe 
-' other • A Oirvctirn tn the Parlkmcni,' ^-.'* Sec •• Gavi Tnbak*," fk Ul. 



Wer6 perfectly eotnpetent to decide opon the mittef, 
being meti of great candour and known integritj of 
mind, neither deficient in inquiiitiYeneBS, nor liable t6 
be deceived by artifice. And no recent testimony btt 
been since adduced to enervate the evidence that artsea 
llrom the King^s assertion* 

Of the authenticity of the Sixth Book no intelligent 
if communicated. 

The Seventh Book is affirmed, ^ by comparing the 
** writing of it with other indisputable papers or known 
** manuscripts of Mr Hooker, to be undoubtedly bis owli 
*< hand throughout.'" From this last positive declaration 
it may be deemed difficult to withhold assent. Our 
acquiescence in it would have been cheerfully given, 
if it had been supported by any corroborating argu- 
ments :— If we had been informed when these papers and 
known MSS. were deposited, and by whose nice dia- 
criminating eye the collation was made. 

The Eighth book has no other mark of legitimacy up- 
on it, has no other character to elucidate its origin, than 
tbe bare affirmation, that ** it is written by another band, 
<* as a copy, but interlined in many places with Mr. 
<* Hooker's own character, at owned by him" 

Dr. John Spencer, President of Corpus Christi College 
in Oxford, solicitous to preserve every document, every 
fragment of the writings of his friend, commissioned 
Mr. Henry Jackson \ a fellow collegian, to form a 
transcript of all the papers which were left. This 
transcript was bequeathed by Dr. Spencer to Dr. John 
King, Bishop of London, on whose demise it devolMd 



i Mr. Hevet JAGXsoir, barn in the c^jr of Ozftid, wm adsrfttid 
tknary PtOow of Corpui Chritti Colkge, Sept. 5, ISlt He nw a^wt aA- 
■riiw of Mr. BidMrd Hooker, and of Dr. John IMjooidM vhoee aMaHtte 
bcfng moit deer to hfan, he did fcr the «ke oi the Sist, kidMirioial^ cellieiaid 
pnblWi lOBeor hit nnell treetieei, tndef the lattv Mvtnl if Ml 
See •♦ Wood'f Ath. OxT Vot'a coL »!. 
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upoD bis son the Bishop of Chichester, by whOta it wts 
placed in the Archbishop's library at Lambeth. The 
dreadful devastation made of that library by Hugh Peten, 
and the other Goths and Vandals of the age, leaves as do 
reason to think, that the transcript, whatever it con- 
tained, escaped the general wreck. But there is no 
proof that it actually comprised the books in qaesUon. 
A particular description of it is given by Dr. Spencer 
himself in the advertisement prefixed to the sixth edition 
of the Five Books of Ecclesiastical Polity. He assures 
us concerning these three last Books, that ** some evil- 
" disposed minds, whether of malice or covetousneas, or 
'< wicked blind zeal, it is uncertain, as if they bad been 
" Egyptian midwives, as soon as they were bom and 
" their father dead, smothered them, and by conveying 
" away the perfect copies, left unto us nothing but cer* 
'' iaifi old uvperfect and mangled draughts^ distmetnbered 
" info pieresy and scaftcredy like A/eded'a AbtirtuMt «> 
*' favour, no gracCy not the shadoKs of themaelne* almost 
" remainivg in themJ** If he ever arranged these papers 
with a viow to publish them as the finished works of 
Mr. Hooker, he seems to have altered his desigOi from a 
decided conviction that they had no claim to be acknow- 
ledged in that light ^. 

He M.timates, in the advertisement above quoted, that 
there is a purpose of setting forth the three last Books 



k Wo liorn from a letter, written by Mr. Henry JdtVvm, and jjumhwI la 
Fulnian*s paperi>, in the lilirary of T. C. C. that Dr. Spenrrr actiuOy ininrfwl 
in ]KiMish the Eighth Book. " Puto ]irK^dem no^truln emiaunini nih mm 
'* Ntimine D. Hookcri Mbrum oeta\um a mr fiani riia rf$i\tutmm^ Tubl dur 
*■ lu'nnres.** What pflin^ were taken by Mr. .Tarkwm to render this Ei| 
B<K)k a« perfect as pnmible, ind how doubtful he was w hether ft mllj 
the public li);ht. appear* from inother letter : ** Si tntim non tmtni im 
» tihro oelaio D. Ri< haidi Hooker de EecleiiastirB Politii, quern 
*' nostri mihi enmmendnt it« aliquid ad le muiaacm, ut '"■■m 
*' jiidiciuin an luccm dccm mercatuv'* 
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dio, their father's poethumi. It maj be asked, what 
biiidered this purpose? Nothing certainlj, but an as- 
mrance that the papers found bj Mr. Henry Jackson 
were in so mangled and mutilated a condition, that thej 
could not appear without manifest iigury to the reputa- 
tion of their author. When it is remembered that Dr. 
Spencer soryived Mr. Hooker fourteen years, we must con- 
dude that his respect for the dignity of his friend's charac- 
ter deterred him from obtruding any work on the pubUo^ 
which he did not consider as indisputably autbeatic. 

It has been already remarked, that a copy of the three 
last Books is said to have been placed in Archbishop 
Usher*s library. If that learned and sagacious man had 
deemed the copy authentic, is it possible to suppose that 
he would have withheld it from the public eye ? In fact, 
kis anxiety to preserve and make known the genuine 
writings of Mr. Hoolier, appears from the care with 
which he selected three short treatises written with the 
band of that excellent person, and published by Dr. 
Bernard, with the Primate's marginal notes, in the ** Clavi 
Trabales :" " Of gold," says Bishop Sanderson, in a pre- 
fiioe to this * publication, *' qtuBvis bracteola the very 
** filings are precious; and our blessed Saviour, when 
^ there was no want of provision, yet gave it in charge 
^ to his disciples, that the offall should not be loat." 

Mr. Isaac Walton informs us, that the three perfect 
Books were lost, and that the wife of Mr. Hooker did 
not pay much attention to his memory after his death. 
She permitted Mr. Charke and his companion to ransack 
bis study. These two men, professedly hostile to the 
Church of England, burnt and tore many of his written 
papers, assuring her that they were writings not fit to be 
seen. Thus the invaluable treasure was irrecoverably 
gone, before Mr. Henry Jackson entered on his oommis- 
non. Nothing remained for him but the reliques of their 
lavage plunder. Yet Mr. Neale, in his <' History of the 
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Puritaiu;' Vol. I. p. 671, aaserU with hif nival hoUmm, 
that '* the three laft Books were not published till naaj 
'* jeara after the author's death, though they were dtpo* 
«' ailed in tta hatuU qf Archbishop Abbol^Jrom wkem 
'* copy thiy mere printed about the beginning of the tivil 
** wars.** Not to remark the inaccumey of his ohserr^ 
tioDy for the Seventh Book f rst appeared ia 1688, afker 
the Restoration, we are led to infer from this assertkw, 
that the three Books in their present state as corfededi 
revised, and prepared by Mr. Hooker for the preas» weie 
placed in the library at Lanbetb, and there cafefally 
presenred ; when it is clear from the best authority^ thai 
of Dr. Spencer, that nothing was left but *' certain old 
^' onperfect and mangled draughts, dismembered iaio 
** pieces, and scattered like Medea's Absirtus.'* 

The excellent Dr. Jeremy Taylor conflUma the saa» 
picion, that the three Books are not genuine. In tli« 
dedieation of his celebrated work, entitled ^ Dsmtov 
Dubitantium," to King Charles II. he obeerres, that 
*' those cases that concern the power, and oBces of 
ecclesiastical Superiors and Supreme^ were, though in 
another manner, long since done by the inoomparaUa 
'< Mr. Hooker, in the Seventh and Eighth Books of 
'' Ecclesiastical Polity, or tbe learned Archbishop of 
'' Spalato : but their labours were unhappily lostj emd 
'< never saw the light.** He adds, '* Though I cannot 
^* attain to the strength of these champions of David, 
'* yet since their portion of works is fallen into my 
" hands, I have heartily endeavoured to supply their 
** loss." 
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